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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

In Anticipation of Christmas 2020:

Peace Near and Far
Toshi Sasao, PRI Director

i

In my U.S. college days, | always experienced a
mixture of feelings in early December although |
was necessarily happy in anticipation of the
festive Yuletide season and related events. |
might have been overly self-conscious of
people’s reactions to me as a Japanese citizen,
however. That was because | then learned some
hard facts about the “Day of Infamy,” (December
8, 1941) which was the day that President
Roosevelt called “a day that will live in infamy,”
when the U.S. Naval Base was attacked without
fair warning by the Japanese Imperial Navy. |
thought | knew about the historical facts, but it
did not dawn on me that it represents one of the
darkest parts of the US history. It was probably
when my current interest and passion for peace
studies and peace education got started. | was
also aware of the controversies over the
evacuation of 120,000 Japanese Americans from
the West Coast, thereby severely depriving their
human and civil rights as legal U.S. citizens.
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The 1988 Civil Liberties Act was signed by President Ronald Reagan who admitted that the order to
relocate Japanese Americans was sparked by racial oreiudice, wartime hysteria, and a failure of
political leadership. Most recently, a year ago in February 2020, the California Assembly made a
formal apology. This apology and resolution came after Feb 19 was declared as a Day of
Remembrance, the day President Roosevelt signed the Executive Order 9066 that forced the
removal of Japanese Americans.

History in the distant past teaches a lot about the peace and justice issues. The year 2020 started
as any other year in the past, but not till early January we all got hit by the new coronavirus,
thereby drastically changing the lives of many while taking away some of their lives. We hear that
the effects of COVID-19 are often compared to the world wars we learned and heard from history
books; however, the virus pandemic has affected all facets of our lives from college classrooms to
workplaces, and from homes to neighborhoods. And yet the Christmas season has always brought
us joy and laughter even amid the crises, and we know that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today and forever (Hebrews 13:8, NKJV). We have heard and seen many personal lives affected
nearby in work and school settings, while we know continuing struggles with the past.

In this special edition of Peace Reports, | am very pleased to share the essays by two of our own
resident scholars. Dr. Masaki Ina, a senior advisor to PRI, discusses the characteristics of various
laws and policies on COVID-19 around the world on the basis of a symposium held in the spring of
2020 (“Verfassungsblog on Matters Constitutional”). Ms. Alma Jeftic, a doctoral candidate in
social psychology at the University of Belgrade (Serbia) and a research fellow at PRI, shares her
view on peace education in Bosnia-Herzegovina. In addition, PRI was able to host a number of
events via ZOOM and some of these are also shared in this Peace Reports. In particular, | am
happy to report that PRI supports a new 3-year project on peace and disarmament education in
collaboration with Nagasaki Univeristy (“Japan-Korea Collative for Peace Education and Research”,
see the press release on page 19).

| wish you and your family a wonderful Christmas ever, near and far!

Peace as always,

mh, g“-&‘
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Learning from Laws and Policies on

COVID-19 around the World

IEL®HIC

Verfassungsblog on Matters Constitutionalld. 202084~58|Zh
T THRIE S VR DRI I8 7COVID-19 and States of Emergency” %
MEL. 4HEDF>3FI - LR—+EBHE L. TN5DT
>a3FII - LR=—bDSENS. REEER - AE- EAOZREER
[EBIEC VWS EBRFEROH =D S EIKEWESZ. coviD-19
HE1EHH Masaki Ina SEEOFMMEETLTVWSEE HAOHIE TG L 7-#E)
MBZRFRZRHL TVRVEE BIFEZzHEHLFEE
MREBEZERL TVWAEEE. MIGICKBMLTWAERE] TEFAL

senior Advisor FEMIEABEINTVEVEE) TAORR, TREHNSHT

Peace Research Institute PIRED 5 2E) ICABIL T, TR « & L[l A7

International Christian & AROFHRE LT, COY YRS LZFHLIEO—T 1+

University — 2 —DISENERIZE]R - BN L. EFOIXY FEMR D
DTHB[3]o

REFEREICH 3 HE

<WEEZE (ordinarylaw) BT 2RI EREE>

HZ<DEIZ. BRERENENRE. BENRBICEVWTHIATEZ 58 TH>TH. BREREE
ICERR D B FEEERDT-OIBEZE (ordinary legislation) ICHBLL TS e ZDIERIIHKRL TH
3 (EHMHIEERED NBRFRE) ICKRELAEV, BEEORICTDEIERE FLIEXAZILDD
%, LD > TRAFRIEICHRZIDZIVELARL) o ICHHHH 5T, BEEDHHMINAFERHIERL %
WIEZEKRLABWULEIL, BREEBOESIIMEROBENLERZ R I HOTIEFRVWI EAEAIN
BREITH 5o

BEEZAVTVSZCOEIIZ. BE. BREBEOFRICERINIEBZHOEEZLE LT
(ML) . MOEIEZENETEBNIC. BREEEOBEDFRICES LT, SENAELHNEEICHE
DEHE (1VR) ( BYITHEDDHRVDD LNBVWEBEEDREZH L TWLS,
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BEREF/IEER #9232 KBICHLTVWS, LHL. TNS0REXLERDEEMNAROY U
AIEROTVWBLBIRT D CIIBBEOH B A7,

[1] FEIEEM TERZBEODOCOVID-19 BRBERES ) HErRETE&H5485. 20205F., 18-21H. H
TCOVID-19r BRAFTRE-HAZEOHRREBMER) A2ERI2EB105. 2020F. 87-93 H,

[2] JOELLE GROGAN,STATES OF EMERGENCY, 26 MAY 2020,
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Learning from Laws and Policies on COVID-19 around the World

Masaki Ina
Senior Research Advisor
ICU Peace Research Institute

“Verfassungsblog on Matters Constitutional” organized the symposium on “COVID-19 and States of
Emergency” in April and May 2020, where 74 national reports from the globe were contributed at this
symposium. Joelle Grogan summarized these reports’ into one blog essay “States of Emergency,” (26
May 2020, https://verfassungsblog.de/states-of-emergency/). In the following, | will introduce Joelle
Grogan’s main arguments found in the blog while providing my own comments. Under the header
“Existing States of Emergency,” Grogen pointed out four principles which deserve to be mentioned.
First, declaring a state of emergency or relying on ordinary legislation has not made the likelihood of
“power abuse” any more nor less likely. Rather, the effectiveness of any legal safeguards against
abuse appears to depend on how strictly the rules were observed at the executive level, and on the
strength of the separation of powers to enforce the rules. Second, the militarization of response is
strongly associated with criminalization and disproportionate sanctions, but it does not necessarily
lead to better outcomes. Third, silencing journalists and doctors can lead to the spread of
misinformation, while not engaging with (often justified) criticism of laws or applying double
standards can mean rules are poorly followed. Fourth, although it is perhaps too early to identify the
“best practices in laws and policies on COVD-19,” there is emerging evidence of good practices such
as those state policies based on legal certainty, transparency, and clear communication. Moreover,

early reactions are strongly related to lower mortality rates, and so is the sooner lifting of restrictions.

These principles are simple, and universal. | generally concur with Joelle Grogan’s arguments.
(English translation provided by the author)
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