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FROM THE DIRECTOR'S DESK

Remembering the Past,
Striving for the Future
Christopher Simons, PRI Director
(as of August)

It's been my pleasure to take on thi
directorship of the Peace Research

Institute during spring term 2021.
predecessor, Professor Sasao, has been

an inspiration to all of us at ICU, and

leader in the university’s important work m;
peace and conflict research and ——
peacebuilding around the world. I'll do my ——=
best to preserve Toshi's legacy and build —<=
on it over the coming years. -

Over the past few months, several threats -
to peace and co-operation in Japan and

around the world have been part of my own

work.
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The PRI has hosted several events related to these issues, as detailed below. As
director, | will work to further PRI research in these areas, and others, when | return
from research leave in 2022.
Remembering and Rebuilding in Tohoku :
This spring marked the ten-year anniversary of the 2011 Great Eastern Japan\
Earthquake and Tsunami. It is hard to believe that ten years have passed. Those §
who died continue to live in our memories, while those who lost their homes and §
their livelihoods, continue to experience dislocation and uncertainty. This spring, \
during several visits to Fukushima and the towns around the Dai-Ichi reactor §
complex, | felt inspired by the resources and effort being poured into reconstruction S
by local communities. But, at the same time, ten years on, there is still a long way —
to go. | hope that the PRI can help educate people about the disaster—which many
people are still experiencing—and inspire participation in Tohoku’s regeneration
projects. Our advocacy for global denuclearisation should also include advocacy for

faster transition towards safer and less environmentally harmful renewable energy
production.

Photos from recent trips to the Fukushima disaster area

Renewed Fight for Solidarity and Democracy in Burma/Myanmar
he year 2011 also marked the beginning of important changes in Burma, signalling
ne beginning of transition to civilian rule after half a century of military dictatorship.

(Over the next decade, Burma opened up to the rest of the world, ended direct

media censorship, and saw power transferred to Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy. However, all this progress was reversed with the coup on 1
February 2021. Since then, the military have massacred hundreds of peaceful
protesters, many of them the same age as ICU students, or younger. The PRI’'s two
open lectures in spring term drew attention to media and gender rights under
Burma’s renewed authoritarianism. Dr. Tina Burrett’s lecture touched on how
activists use social media to organise against repression. Dr. Tin Tin Htun
discussed the history of women’s activism in Burma and the role of feminism in

resistance to the coup.
\\\\\ :
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Hope for the Future: An Olympic Task

Finally, as | write this message, the Tokyo Olympics have begun. Their
circumstances, in the middle of a global pandemic, are unique in recent history.
While athletes from Japan and around the world strive to continue the Olympic
Games’ tradition of peacebuilding in these difficult times, we should remember that -
millennia ago the games persisted through calamities such as the Plague of AthenS\
and the Peloponnesian War. The 2021 Olympics has seen its share of setbacks and §
scandals, not least composer Oyamada Keigo’s history of bullying disabled people. §
Yet in its first few days, this Olympics has included many accomplishments by \
athletes who have overcome prejudice. Teenagers Nishiya Momiji and Nakayama §
Funa overcame years of being told that skateboarding is not for girls, to win gold e
and silver medals. Simone Biles and Osaka Naomi inspired us in a different way, by —
openly prioritising their mental health over pressure from corporate sponsors and

the media. And Canadian women’s soccer player Quinn, and New Zealand
heavyweight weightlifter Laurel Hubbard, are two of several openly transgender

athletes competing in this Olympics. These and many other Olympians and
Paralympians give us hope for a future in which prejudice is called out, and
difference is embraced rather than feared.

| am grateful to Professor Kibe who will be taking on the directorship of the PRI
while | will be away on research leave in 2021-2022. | am looking forward to
planning projects for 2022 that bring together our interdisciplinary interests and
research goals. Finally, | feel immensely grateful to the PRI’'s Research Institute
Assistants with whom | have worked this term: Dukin Lim, Maia Duggan, and Tagen
Haga. They made the transition into the directorship incredibly easy through their
hard work and planning. Tagen is off to the U.S. to start his PhD at the University of
labama and we wish him all the best in his studies.

With best wishes, and yours in commitment to peace,

Christopher

: e ’ = - "\_.’; ) >
"Daruma" - Taken in Futaba town, Fukushima @




Page 4

DEPARTURE-FROM-OFFICE MESSAGE
BY FORMER DIRECTOR - PROFESSOR TOSHIAKI SASAO
HREHHAE FIFARED - TREXYE—D

Will the Real Peacemaker
Please Stand Up?
Looking Back and Looking Forward

Not only has the indisputable threat posed by
COVID-19 drastically changed our day-to-day
routines since early 2020, it has also changed
the face of peace research and practice at
ICU’s Peace Research Institute. For example,
panel discussion events, Peace Film Series,
annual field trips to domestic and international
Tokunin Professor (2021-), desti_nations, Peace Café and weekly Research
Former PRI Director (2016-2021) Seminars have been all replaced or diluted by
International Christian University online activities or other less-than-optimal
modes. Nonetheless, ICUPRI has never ceased

to continue its missions of promoting and engaging in such activities for all these
months.

T EHRER
Toshiaki Sasao, Ph.D.

Until the end of March 2021, | had the privilege of directing the PRI for six years. |
would have to say that these six years with the institute comprised the most
significant and meaningful times in my career, giving me a chance to devote myself
to investigating peace in Japan-Korea relations, meeting with new people out of
similar concerns, being able to supervise student research, collaborating with
peace researchers, learning about peace issues in different regions other than
apan, and becoming familiar with related issues such as gender and disability
issues, just to name a few. Through PRI, most recently, | have been continuing with
my research on peace education with colleagues from Nagasaki University and
searchers in Korean universities.

~ As an institution of higher education established to pursue peace, ICU will continue

— as the leader in pursuing peace with all sectors (cf. Matthew 5:9), in both theory
§ and practice. PRI should and will be the focal point on campus to discharge this
task. | have the determination to support PRI in whatever capacity | will have with

ICU and PRI. In the larger context of working to cultivate the next generation of

global citizens, the single most important task of peaceful individuals including

faculty and students must be accompanied by enhancing and augmenting our
awareness of the subtle processes of superiority, privilege, racism, and structural

violence and by facilitating the understanding of how equal opportunity and justice

are essential for leading us into peaceful societies.
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2019-2020 Korea-Japan Peace Forum & Field Trip

Personally, two mindsets have driven my academic life including research, teaching
and services to the community. The first is the idea represented by an old Yiddish
word chuzpah, meaning insolence or boldness in act or speech. Its early use was
somewhat negative, but it is now more neutral. Dr. Kurt Lewin, the father of social
psychology, and his work have been described as “full of chutzpah,” showing his
research and teaching were always innovative and done with fresh perspectives
(e.g., topological psychology) approached from multiple perspectives including
physical sciences. After he fled Nazi Germany in the 30s, Lewin was instrumental in
providing the methodological and conceptual foundations for social psychology with
his mindset of chutzpa in designing and implementing action research and using his

~Gruppe approach (informal group meetings at his home) with his graduate students

(Gold et al., 1999; Marrow, 1969). | remember | was personally following his
pproach without any conscious efforts to do so in all of my academic life since
mid-70s. In my current work on peace education with Korea, | have been striving to
search for a viable peace education theory and practice that transcend historical
disparities but share two cultural contexts for the next generation for peaceful

relations. It turns out to be such a challenging task indeed. The second idea or

concept for my research and life is shown through another Judaic idea of tikkun
olam, with different interpretations and historical renditions, roughly meaning

7 “repairing the world” given our own capacity to participate in the repair process

for social problems. For nearly 40+ years of my life (since my student days), | have
been in academia in different parts of the world, mostly the U.S., Poland, Japan,
and Korea, teaching and doing collaborative work locally and internationally in
promoting the well-being of individuals from different walks of life. Though my role
has been miniscule in many of these endeavors, | am proud to be part of the
efforts, however small my contributions might have been. | will continue working
and doing the best | can wherever | find myself, and practicing tikkun olam.

A




Page 6

Indeed, it has been a blessing to be affiliated with PRI for the past 10 years in order
to serve one of ICU’s central missions on restoring and promoting peace among its
faculty and students, with wonderful colleagues from different theoretic

orientations and stance but with the same missions. So far, | realize that peace is

more than a condition or circumstance, but instead it is a universal gift or prize tha
we continue to covet, that transcends time, history, race, memory, pain, and joy.\
Further, | have learned to continually cherish peace as | see it as something very §
personal, intimate, and human. After all, | would like to shout a loud Yes to the call, §
will the real peacemaker please stand up? \
—
- \
Last but not least, | would like to thank all of my wonderful colleagues, former PRI ——

directors, PRI staff, and research fellows and postdocs through our meetings and —
events in the past, while looking forward to more collaboration in the future.

| press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14 New International Version)

Shalom,

(—m-h* T

Toshi Sasao
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UPDATES BY INSTITUTE MEMBERS

AND RESEARCH FELLOWS

FRE « U —F o7 zO0—&DERES

Institute Members (in alphabetical order by last name) '

| finished academic leave and returned to my office in §
——

/

this April. Although | had to stay home most of time, |
had fulfilling days. During the leave, | published series
of articles entitled as “International Law on Infectious

Diseases.” The Oxford Handbook of International —
Refugee Law (Oxford University Press, 2021) was
(iE (& published, and | am a co-author of a chapter. Last year,
Osamu Arakaki | was invited by the Japan Association of International
Relations to the session on nationality issues as a
Professor, Dept. of commentator. | was also invited by the New York State

Politics and International
Studies

International Christian
University

Bar Association to give opening remarks at the “Nuclear
Weapons and International Law 2020.”

Recently, my work focused on examining the impact of
the pandemic on Japanese families and pedagogy from
a sociological perspective. These are reflected in the
itle of two recent co-authored articles "Engaging Hearts
Engaging Minds: Teaching Sociology in Japan
during the Pandemic" in the the Kyoto Review and
Japanese Families and COVID-19: Self-Restraint,
nfined Living Spaces, and Enhanced Interactions” Allen Kim
ublished in the Journal of Comparative Family Studies.
: . Senior Associate
My current Kakenhi research focuses on the culture and
A ] Professor, Dept. of

onduct of minority fatherhood in Japan. For peace  ggciety, Culture and
=" bpuilders and educators worldwide | hope we can Media

become purposeful toward igniting our students’  International Christian

§ imaginations, building a sense of community, and  UnVersity
\\\\\@

- raising awareness about the fears and anxieties brought
about by the pandemic.



Recent publications:
Yoshikawa,

and Katsuhiko Mori, eds.,
(Kinpusha, 2021).

EHM B
Katsuhiko Mori

Professor, Dept. of
Politics and International
Studies

International Christian
University

Academic events and research trips have been long
postponed due to the continuing pandemic, but | am
learning to find ways to do research online thanks to the
assistance of the university library and new database
technologies. My recent research projects are on 1)
olitics and religion in early seventeenth-century
land, and 2) sound and the sense of hearing in early
modern England. For the later | am completing an article
n dancing in the church during the English Civil War.

Kastuhiko Mori and Motohide
“North Korea’s Nuclear Test and UN
Security Council Resolution 2270,” (The Case Centre,
2020). Fumihiko Yoshida, Tatsujiro Suzuki, Seiji Endo,
The Third Nuclear Age,
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Kei Nasu

is sounds like an entirely different world from ours in

Professor, Dept. of
1! History

International Christian
University

| am currently involved in two research projects in
Biblical Studies. One is "Collective Memory" and the
other is "Scribalism in the Hebrew Bible". In my view,
both subjects have great potential to trigger a paradigm
shift in Old Testament Studies. As a senior editor, |
published a book entitled Collective Memory and
Collective ldentity via de Gruyter (BZAW 534) in March
2021. Furthermore, | am preparing another collaborative
volume related to “Scribal Culture and Practice in the

Johannes Unsok Ro

Professor, Dept. of
Humanities
International Christian
University


https://www.thecasecentre.org/educators/products/view?id=171218
https://www.amazon.co.jp/dp/B08Z6WXQLB/ref=cm_sw_em_r_mt_dp_8JRGYD3EJZETT5982AT3

Recent publications: Giorgio Shani and

Takashi Kibe (eds.)
Nationalism in Asia London: Routledge,
2021 (paperback) ISBN 9780367777425

URL:

https://www.routledge.com/Religion-and-
Nationalism-in-Asia/Shani
Kibe/p/book/9780367777425

Christopher Simons

Senior Associate
Professor, Dept. of
Humanities
International Christian
University

Religion and

A& ®HE
Takashi Kibe

_‘,‘
Giorgio Shani of Politics and
International

Professor, Dept. of
Studies

Politics and _
International Intgrn?t|ona! '
Studies Christian University

International Christian
University

The ongoing pandemic has presented challenges for
international research. Nevertheless, it has also
presented new opportunities to conduct research and
writing in Japan, and to meet colleagues through Zoom
conferences. I'm looking forward to continuing my
research project on virtuoso characters and themes in
early modern British literature and their impact on
Romanticism, while on sabbatical at Cambridge later
this year. My two most recent peer-reviewed articles are
on Wordsworth’s reading of Spenser, and the political
economy of lead mining in Wordsworth. My next book of
poems will be published with Isobar Press in August.
Finally, I've been in Fukushima working on
photojournalism projects for the ten-year anniversary of
the 2011 Tohoku earthquake. You can see some of

& Professor, Dept. :

/

'\
==
—

——

these photos at https://cejsimons.com.

My research interest is peace and security studies with
a particular focus on Japan's foreign and security policy
and EU-Japan security relations. After looking more
deeply into the counter-piracy missions off the coast of
Somalia, which brought a diverse range of countries,
including Japan and the EU together, for the last four
years, my interest has been on the impact of
cybersecurity and emerging technologies on the security
of states, societies, and individuals. This ranges from
the public response to cyber-attacks to data privacy
guestions, the role of social media, artificial intelligence,
5G networks, and quantum computing.

Wilhelm M. Vosse

Professor, Dept. of
Politics and International
Studies

International Christian

AN


https://www.routledge.com/Religion-and-Nationalism-in-Asia/Shani-Kibe/p/book/9780367777425

R
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Research Fellows (in alphabetical order by last name)
e | am an anthropologist interested in the cultural

Candler Hallman

Project Assistant
Professor, Center for
Research and
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dimensions of peacebuilding who teaches at the

University of Tokyo. From 2005-2010 | conducted \
§

\§

——

/

ethnographic research in Northern Ireland funded by the
US National Science Foundation and the UC Berkeley
Center for Human Rights. Analysis of this data focuses
on the cognitive and linguistic dimensions of the Irish P
peace process. More recently, my research focuses on
religion in conflict, studying how religious value systems
frame gendered narratives of aging among former
combatants. | teach Peace and Intergroup Relations in

Development of Higher the Winter quarter at ICU.
Education
University of Tokyo

Alma Jefti¢ is a social psychologist interested in
memory, war trauma and post-conflict education. She
is the author of “Social Aspects of Memory. Stories of
Victims and Perpetrators from Bosnia-Herzegovina”
(Routledge, 2019). As PRI Research Fellow, she has
een researching peace education in Japan. Since
2020, she has been part of COVIDISTRESS, one of
he world's largest consortia that investigates
ehavioral aspects of COVID-19 pandemics.

Lieberoth, A., Han, H., Chrona, S., Jefti¢, A., et al. (2021). Stress
and worry in the 2020 coronavirus pandemic: Relationships to
-trust and compliance with preventive measures across 48
countries. Royal Society Open Science.
https://doi.org/10.1098/rs0s.200589 Yamada, Y., Cepuli¢, DB.,
Coll-Martin, T., Jefti¢, A. et al. (2021). COVIDISTRESS Global
Survey dataset on psychological and behavioural consequences
of the COVID-19 outbreak. Nature Scientific Data 8, 3.
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-00784-9

Alma Jéftic

Doctoral Candidate
University of Belgrade


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41597-020-00784-9
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| received the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in th%
field of Advanced Social and International Studies at

the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University§
of Tokyo. The title of my dissertation is “Aiming High §
and Moving Forward in the Age of Globalization: \
Spatial and Career Mobility of the Skilled Korean §
Women in Japan.” As a PRI Research Fellow starting e

this year, | have been researching the impact of the —
Dukin Lim COVID.-19.pandem|c on |mm|grar.1t gntrepreneurs and

youth immigrants. | also am continuing to work as an
Doctor of Philosophy RIA at Peace Research Institute and | hope that our
University of Tokyo PRI team will be successful in organizing exciting

academic and social events for ICU students.

Research Assistants (in alphabetical order by last name)

This is my second year as an RIA at PRI. To quickly
introduce myself, my core research interests are in
educational technology and psychology, however, my
interests expanded to encompass empathy and peace
education after joining PRI and being able to be
involved in many inspirational projects and events. | am
orking towards and hoping to write a dissertation that
‘combines my four interests, exploring how educational
technology could possibly help promote empathy
;\mong students regardless of the subject of a class.
== Two publications are set to be published this year, both
: focusing on edusational changes caused by the
N COVID-19 pandemic.

N

Maia Duggan

Doctoral Student
International Christian
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As of July 31, | will be resigning from PRI. Thank you
for all your support during my time at PRI. | had much
precious experience during the past three years here.
learned many things by working with faculty members,
directors, and other assistants to host various events,

including Peace Cafés, open lectures, and internationalr\
conferences. Student participants at our events also — =
Tagen Haga impressed me with their curiosity and eagerness to §
Doctoral Student learn. | am starting my Ph. D. in August at the \
International University of Alabama. | look forward to working with §
Christian University you again in the future should the opportunity arise. e

J——

In August, | have just joined the PRI as an RIA. | am
looking forward to working with PRI members. Let me
introduce myself. My main research interests are in the
history of religious and political thoughts in early
modern Europe. | am studying in two directions, 1) the
reception of Cicero's On Duties in Christian thinkers
and humanists, 2) the religious and political thought of
a Christian humanist, Erasmus. Now, | am preparing
the paper on just war theory and Erasmus' peace
thought. | am hoping to broaden my perspective Doctoral Student

through experience at PRI. Hitotsubashi University

Yoshikazu Suzuki
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ENCOUNTERING THE UNEXPECTED:
THE JOURNEY OF ICU STUDENTS DURING THE PANDEMIC
FHENDFEDH, EIED: ICUEDIOFBTOER

Interviewed and written by Madoka Minamisawa

i

Yusuke (‘ 22) :::===
THE - EROENS T A AT —OYNICEZLIEVWSoTE > TIEATE &,
THID22OKRDRIBBRISLEANY T I VI TEDIZBE>BE»>T. EFED5H. 68
CBWICEMDPEEBZS KL EOLD > THBIRMBICIFAESTRTBZILICHR 2T,
FIDYOEBEZIIREBALTL >Tch B, THLIFTITARVWER-S. BKHELD —
FONDWTLELSTREWVS D ZIHBETCLABRICAZTAVEBDSZESICHS

T, BECHB RO TUVOIELHERICITE2T=D &L, DD HEMIL - TV DB
DIZTADNFEITEICEHVWTOVIEALITE., ¥FHICFOANDOREZXREICRICIT
TEDDREDEoTce BREBARIAEDWRATLV, £33 COEEAIECHNLAD
BEIrHhR. F5VWS AL, CNETHADXILICHEDBEZMRITT IS
BAEZBETVWITIhE., GHREFE-S-TIT<KHAV.,. TR TEEREN B LR
WATEER (8) - BRSINFEREEFTTHO2ERICITI VA, |

“I've been dreaming of studying abroad
in the U.S. or in Europe since | was in
junior high school. But, unfortunately,
the exchange program for the Class of
‘22 got canceled due to the pandemic.
It was around last May or June that I
realized my study abroad won't be
happening; so all of the sudden, I
eeded to shift gears to job hunting.
The transition was not easy at all, but |

somehow found myself accepting the result once |t happened It was then
at | started focusing on "Japan" and fell for traditional Japanese
rforming arts - Rakugo and Koudan. Half a year ago, | went to see a
erformance in Asakusa for the first time; | was there to see one of the best
dan performers, Kanda Hakuzan, who is my favorite radio personality
for years. | was deeply moved, fascinated with the stories showing how
fnteresting to live a life and how evil human nature could be. To me,
m=" Rakugo and Koudan are just like the epitome of life. Looking back, I've
= peen focusing on the countries abroad without knowing Japanese cultures.
§ Now that | encountered traditional performing arts, | think of them as really
‘\\ attractive. By the way, there is a student discount offered in ‘Yose’, the

theater (chuckles). Seeing more performances is how | want to make the

most of the rest of my student life.”
\\\\\@

1///
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Rachael (* 21)
TWOHHEBFDIZLESBVWHICEFAT
Hleho2TATRER. BATIOFHAKEIC
BRoTHHBE85yBLBVERDODEEICKE -
WIEATEITE. P2 SEDIRICARICEN
5 CICH DT TDETI, A0 VIBE
o #bf%mﬁbnéﬁb BaInhi
TOBRHET—BHFTLREICFATH
tkbto%hTmﬂfsvﬁ ANEDS
e, —BDOEWVWHIF TBEATN®I o
TULWOSHRBRTA. EMENIFRFRBRKOMEZ

CoNIDOet
(—rH>|-0‘l

\w 1////////

THEEDHS—EHEICIToT. BATNPT

ADERHERPALDELTINTEATREIR, TNT IBAcORIILDADLVRY S
TEHbNH S, TL»HBEDILELOID?) >TERDBERADMUCHRTILLTH
IFT (R) o EO2VSDNFTTVELD oo ICUICAZLTHSHAEZME LIRS

Teh'6. ERERT IHh ot |

I've always wanted to live in a town where nobody knows about me. Since the Covid-
19 spread widely in Japan, | went back home to Hong Kong for 8 months. It was last
January when | could finally come back to Japan. Since the online classes allowed
me to study from any place, | decided to spend the remaining period of studying
abroad in Japan in my most favorite city. So | lived on my own in Kyoto for three
months. One of the best memories there is about ‘Chingire-ya,’” a cloth shop. They
sell vintage clothes and Kimonos manufactured in the Edo period. In fact, | visited

there once five or six years ago.

iu (‘ 25)

= TRHORFEZFEDTICUILRKRIThE., B

" EANBoTHNokS [LebIorX

§ XXRfEHL > TR o TITIKRTHREL
BolcFlb. REATCVWERARL LR, C
ABRANTBICHRZR D CIEB>THD -
fco CORIDIVEYITTERHEDSHICEDS
FT8HRHECOVWELAATIED, Ch&E
TOEDEDOREZ> 7L TWVW355
IS B T—ICX Y ZIUANLRT 7O
Oz bhZLTcVWRY D TVLWSEZE

It was before | started studying abroad in Japan
and | didn’t know how to speak Japanese, so | couldn’t ask them questions even
though | really wanted to. But this time was different; | revisited the store and could
with the madam of ‘Chingire-ya.” She told me that she liked my nail polish
esign, so | said “Then, shall I do yours?” In the end, | painted her nails just like
ne (chuckles). That was what | enjoyed the most. | started learning Japanese
n | entered ICU, so that was such a fulfilling moment.
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ToULTWT, EEERZCFELTULTH. XVEIANILROBEIZE->TWVWE
EDHLBEHBALEB D TRLES. FE5WVWSE>THELL G- ESETITNE .
ADESRBFEIFTLY»HDEHEVERA. WA UFIFATWEZ2a——F Y RT

EHho>E) D JICIT 21D FD 2z RZFECEICCIIHEMNIE oA
. BRIFEBEXZEDLIZTVDICERERT4I9IDH 3, FHo7—hrESE—%Z=
21—y ItEIE—%ZBLT. B2 RBICELATERDEDZ Tl ez@N
LrWATRRER, ERAICHEFHELTWS DD, TNHBSHRELA ! ICUFE
TED27E>2TITTLKCES, |

“I left a different university and came to ICU. When | found out that | could
live in the dorm, | thought ‘everything is going to be all right.” Those whom
I’'ve got close to are just like a family. | never dreamed that | would meet
such friends. Just recently, we sat on the sofa and talked for almost 8
hours from midnight till sunrise. Sharing what we’'ve been through so far,
we came to the idea of organizing a mental health project together. As
talk with my friends on daily basis, | am aware that mental health issues
are quite common. These issues would remain untouched unless one opens
up their heart; we wouldn’t know only by seeing how people look. | used to
live in New Zealand, and going to see counselors or talking about struggles
with friends were part of my life. However, | feel that these issues are
regarded as a stigma in Japan despite the high rate of suicide. So, | want
to do something to share that people can engage with mental health issues
in more casual and enjoyable ways such as through art therapy or music
therapy. | am going to discuss the plan with my friends in detail during the
summer. | am very excited about what is going to happen! This makes me
think that | am so glad to come to ICU.”

—
=
:;§§

Sho (‘ 23)

EF. O TP BIRICHEDTEATIT &
Roe BICHBIEHBER»ADNTLK BR-T. FAHA
DEEZH>TLWBAADELERLEL. £
NTWAALBZCICDODWTEZREF L=, 5
W, £F3T . ThhHrEETZHTH
PHRFBICLEEVWIZ X AIBEDOD, TV
CEDVEDIF. GEZKREICTBR L, BR
DIEBRIEEENEICH D > TWVWD DZKXIEIC
5F3L5ICh o276 SOEDDMEERC

— NPEIDPELWVWEBZBIEEAYICTBRESICHEDELE,. BV EDIF. |
:::\ CICVWBAABEREICTBC Lo UBIIRVWAABAL L IAIARIS 3 Y EES
\\‘ TESTVWKDDBELVWALXESoTUVEITAYE., ENLEDHE S EDEDALEL
- BAHhDAZTBRIERARELEDLPBRERL To Rk KA. BA. ¥BE1IX—F
e 2X—=FILKBVDOEFRICWARAECDL 2 EFESBEDLTVWELVLWAE-LTEL
F9, FNIETHTFIVIRBRKICHEN > TUVT., BE<<OMEL iy

D
<Eu%A%k$:L@u:ttﬁ%iB@m&@oT%ié$5
oo FERCEICEALTERBZCIE. ESEZTBINICODVWTEZRSBC
Nd, CNEFTEIHELDAZLL 7 A—HIALTWVWIEDH., &iTl
BORITEWROTIATYT &R, |

o
%

73
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“I never felt death so close until last year. | lost my grandmother last
summer, and also experienced the death of an acquaintance of the same
age. | started thinking a lot; life and death, or what | should truly value in
my life from now on. One of the things | noticed is the importance o

treasuring the present. Once | became aware of the fact that my life expires
someday, | learned to embrace what | value and what | feel excited about at
the moment. Appreciating those who are close to me is another thing |
learned. | used to think that having lots of connections would make my life
happier, but now | see the value in deepening rather fewer connections that —
| already have. Family, friends, or a lover. | want to be more involved with
those who are within 1 or 2 meters from myself. The same goes for my
academic interests as well, as | started to concern the issues surrounding
the people in front of me rather than what is happening far away. Thinking
about death is contiguous to thriving for life. Though | used to see
somewhere far away with a wider lens, the experience shifted my
perspective; nowadays, what is in front of me comes into focus.”

)

Saki (‘ 24)
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“Soon after graduating from high school, | decided to move to the U.S.
Eeeking the opportunity to learn film studies. Last July, | came back to

Japan. Once | set the goal of my next step as transferring to ICU, all | did
besides eating and sleeping was studying. | always have this sort of feeling
that | want to do more. If | continue doing my best, it would take me
somewhere. My desire is to create video works approaching numerous
gender issues in Asian countries. As far as | know, Japanese film works
seem to be biased and stereotyped, and society contains a certain
atmosphere that everything has resolved despite the multiple issues that
remain. That's the target | want to address. Then, what is crucial in
knowing how to engage in the issues is to learn about the historical
background in Asia under WWII. Though | have learned video production in
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terms of technique, having a creative perspective is another dimension that ‘
requires fertile knowledge. So, | want to learn more in order to have a voice
in society. Recently, what | learned in class pushed me forward; while
numerous issues are piled up, we can break old customs down by
investigating one by one and spot what needs to be transformed. | am
excited to absorb more knowledge and create films that help design a
livable society for all.”

/

Mio (‘ 23)
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reating a film each year has been my dream during my university life. In
t spring semester, | was all set to take my second film with the scenario
d the casting list; then, the pandemic has started and the plan went up in
e air. Not being able to take any action for a year felt like letting time
ithin myself go. | wanted to do something even with the situation, so |
ecided to tackle a new film production recently - this might be the best
hing that happened under the pandemic. ‘Ibasho; a place of my own’ is one
of the biggest themes | have been addressed through the scriptwriting |
have worked on so far. Since | was born and grew up in Germany, | feel
myself being alien both in Germany and Japan. Wherever | go, I'm not sure
about who | suppose to be and what part | should play. Being different from
others makes us feel unqualified sometimes. Though there are certain
people who share similar experiences once taking a step forward, we may
constantly feel as if we are not supposed to live in our way. So many
people seem to suffer from being forced to fit into the standardized way of

living within society.
\\\\\
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However, each person has a path. So | want to spread these messages
through film production; your individuality of lifestyle should not be denied,
and you should be accepted whoever you are and however you spend your_
life.”

Miyu (‘ 22) _ '
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ooking up at the stars is my favorite thing to do since | was little. | still remember

playing a universe-themed board game before entering elementary school. The

ame starts from Sun followed by Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter... and at

very end, | found a small planet called Pluto. As a matter of fact, Pluto became

dwarf planet when | was in junior high school; it felt like my best friend was

anging schools. When | became a high schooler, | wondered which path would

e the best. At that moment, my passion for the universe flashed across my mind.

Vhat triggered my interests was rather casual and shallow, and that made me want

m=—to learn more in-depth academically. In high school, | was not in a science course

::::::: and could not take science-focused exams for science majors so | decided to get

\ into ICU and shift into a scientific field. Simultaneously, studying abroad was part of

§5\\ my plan because the astronomy course is limited in ICU and | wanted to expand it

more in the school which had an astronomy research center. But the exchange

program got canceled last year, and | was not sure whether | should reapply all

over again. | talked with my friends who shared similar circumstances. | heard a

story that one of my friends told a professor that she was not confident in her
decisions for the future, and she got warm support for her desire to study abroad.

A
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That story made me realize that study abroad was something | really
wanted to pursue as long as a chance was offered. | am glad that I can
finally start my exchange year!”

Kento (‘ 23)
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“This April, 1 got a call from my father that my mother fell down. It was from
Subarachnoid hemorrhage, which has the survival rate is said to be fifty-fifty after
the onset of the illness. | left Tokyo and went back home with my brother the next
day. As a matter of fact, there was nothing we could do; my mother was isolated in
the hospital and visitation was prohibited due to the pandemic. | kept myself busy
ith school works and house chores so that | wouldn’t have to worry all the time.
en | came back to Tokyo, my mother already had a prospect of recovery and
was at the stage of moving to a physical therapy center to train her brain and
scles. | wrote her letters from Tokyo as a part of therapy because the illness
amaged the language center of the brain. Now that she recovered enough to use
telephone, we often call each other. | recently talked about my new friends at
hool. Since | haven’t been able to go and see her in person, it seems that she
worries about me more than | worry about her. Talking with my mother and caring
Eor each other are new to me and it feels something different from what it used to
§ be. ‘Mom, how are you feeling? Is everything alright?” - I've never really said
\ something like that before, so it feels a little awkward, to be honest (chuckles). The
past three months have somehow shifted my relationship with my mother. It makes
me think that | cannot be a child forever.”

—

\
==
—

T —

S



Page 20

Mio (‘ 22)
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“When | was in elementary school, | learned that there were some people
without access to food around the world while | spent my life without any
difficulty. I was so shocked and these feelings emerged within myself; “I
can not turn a blind eye to it.” | became more eager to learn about the
world and ways to be involved in social issues in a long term, and | started
to take action as far as | could little by little. Ever since | came to
university, | joined communities, talk sessions, or classes that approach
umerous social issues. Such an environment allowed me to immerse
myself in activism proactively. However, there was a time that | got burn
ut surpassing my capacity. Especially because online has been spread so
idely under the pandemic, switching my mood between on and off became
so difficult and | could not balance out like | used to. That was the time |
realized that self-care was essential for me. | think social issues are more
about others and the society we live in, though there are certain elements
that relate to yourself. If you would not care about yourself, you would be
—_— hurt when your energies run out. That would result in lowering the
— motivation, and you wouldn’t be able to keep yourself active anymore. Still,
\ once | become aware of the problems in society, | cannot say anything like,
\ ‘it's okay because | am not part of this.” As | am graduating soon, | want to
\ be conscious about taking good care of myself and follow my passion to
work toward social issues.”
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PRI ACTIVITIES (DECEMBER 2020 ~ JULY 2021)

FHERFCFREENIR S (20205128 ~20215F7A)

MDOpen Lectures / 2FHBE

T—<: [COVID-19¢ X T« 77 Topic: "The COVID-19 Pandemic

$BEP : Dr. Tina Burrett (L& K%F) and the Media" \
ERER : 2021F5H831H (A) Lecturer: Dr. Tina Burrett (Sophia University)

Date: Monday, May 31, 2021

% EREERAT ( )

PRI
TR

tives

iaring scientific information &
llaborative research

W |ucating medical personnel

\

-acking the virus

TINA BURRETT

Time: 16:30~17:40 (6th period)
Venue: Zoom (Information provided aftel
below)

Recort

T—=3: TELT/ISy>Y—DLH Topic: "Women and Activism in

b 7071 EX L] Burma/Myanmar"
$BEF : Dr. Tin Tin Htun (FRXZ) Lecturer: Dr. Tin Tin Htun (Chuo University)
KR : 2021F68218 (B) Date: Monday, June 21, 2021

PRI /| EHME R

WOMEN
AND
ACTIVISM
IN BURMA/

MYANMAR

Tin Tin Htun
Chuo university

@Publications / FI{T1¥)
Peace Report 2020 #17 No. 1, December 2020
Z—a—XL#AZ—, Peace Report 2020 #17 No. 1. 2020%F12H
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About ICU's PRI
ICU's PRI was founded in 1991 for the purpose of promoting and
strengthening peace research at ICU. The Institute inherits the
founding spirit of the University, which reflects on the scourge of

WWII and seeks to realize world peace, human rights, and
environmental responsibility for the future.

T181-8585 R R &P =EH AR3-10-2
EREEHKNE KL 257
FiE - #"5% (8BXRIRE):

Christopher Simons

Email: icupri@icu.ac.jp
Website: https://subsite.icu.ac.jp/pri
Phone: +81.422.33.318

Office Hours:
Mondays to Thursdays
from 10am-5pm
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