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The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality
Studies in AY 2024

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR
(AY2024 Selection Committee Chair)
Natsumi IKOMA
(Recommender’s Comments)

Yoshie MORIKI

(Recommender’s Comments)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies was established by
Professor Kazuko Tanaka, who founded the Center for Gender Studies (CGS).
The award’s purpose is to recognize outstanding gender and sexuality-related
research in B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. dissertations submitted to the ICU and
encourage further development of gender and sexuality studies. Several
outstanding papers were nominated for the academic year 2024, from which,
Miyu Sasaki’s senior thesis, “The Relevance of Sexual Taboo Consciousness
and the Issue of Responsibility for Japanese Former Comfort Women” and Saki
Yoshimoto’s master’s thesis, “Monosexism in Japan: Interview with Bi+
Women” were selected.

Miyu Sasaki’s thesis challenges the taboo of Japanese Comfort Women
after WWII and argues the suppression of Japanese Comfort Women and
Japanese conservative sex education are deeply connected. The author
successfully incorporates various secondary sources and historical primary
sources and reveals how the Japanese government evaded responsibility of
compensating postwar Japanese Comfort Women, who have been less visible
in society compared to wartime comfort women, by shifting the blame onto
them using this new sex education. The author’s intention to intertwine the

comfort women issue with post-war sex education is controversial, and we
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fully appreciate the author’s willingness to do so. As such, this thesis is
considered highly worthy of the Rainbow Award for AY2024.

Saki Yoshimoto’s thesis successfully sheds light on the issues and
challenges faced by bisexual individuals living within monosexual social
norms. It is one of the few studies that directly addresses monosexualism in
Japanese society. The thesis offers rich and detailed analysis of the under-
researched topic of bisexuality, both in Japan and globally, drawing on
theoretical frameworks and empirical interview data collected from 20
participants. By elucidating monosexism as the primary object of critique,
rather than bisexuality itself, the thesis makes a significant theoretical
contribution that has the potential to stimulate future research. Furthermore,
its critique of partnership and marriage systems in Japan, along with the
suggestion of alternative relational frameworks grounded in interviewees’
narratives, offers valuable insights for future activism. The study presents a
unique and underexplored perspective on monosexism in Japan, particularly
with regard to its impact on bisexual women. It also effectively integrates
theories of biphobia, bisexual erasure, and monosexism with rich empirical

data. Overall, the thesis is clearly written and well articulated.
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The Relevance of Sexual Taboo Consciousness
in Japan to the Responsibility Issue
for Japanese Former Comfort Women

Miyu SASAKI

This paper examines why sex education in Japan has not improved,
considering the history of Japanese former comfort women after World War II
and the issue of their compensation by the Japanese government.

Sex education in Japan is shaped by the concept of “Hadome Kitei,” which
discourages teaching students about sexual intercourse. The rationale behind
this approach is the belief that deliberately educating students about topics
they are unaware of may, in turn, encourage sexual activity out of curiosity
and interest. However, students who receive no formal education on the subject
remain ignorant and often acquire false knowledge and biased perceptions
due to seeking information through the Internet and social networking sites.
Consequently, they may unknowingly become both victims and perpetrators
of sexual abuse. Moreover, gender-based biases may make it difficult for
individuals to navigate their lives. In other words, inaccurate knowledge and
biased perceptions can gradually widen the gender gap in everyday life.

Therefore, Japan needs to rethink the purpose of sex education by
incorporating comprehensive content based on respect for human rights. Some
countries with low gender disparities have been practicing comprehensive sex
education for over 50 years. The success of these programs is evident in the
fact that individuals who received high-quality sex education have grown into
more tolerant adults, contributing to the development of more equitable
societies.

Despite the potential correlation between the quality of sex education and
gender inequality, Japan has neither improved nor expanded its sex education

curriculum, and the topic of sex remains a cultural taboo. This phenomenon
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may be linked to the historical existence of comfort women in Japan after World
War II. Research indicates that the inception of Japanese sex education, known
as “Jyunketsu Kyoiku,” resulted in the spread of false perceptions about Japan’s
former comfort women, which in turn obscured the fact that the postwar
government did not compensate them. In other words, the current taboo
surrounding sex may not be solely due to a general aversion to the subject but
rather a deliberate means of obscuring the historical fact that the Japanese
government failed to provide any form of compensation to former comfort
women.

Furthermore, this study reveals that the ease with which Japanese society
accepted former comfort women as morally corrupt figures was influenced by
traditional Japanese identity and cultural values. Additionally, from a global
perspective, the continued prevalence of prostitution in Japan can be attributed
primarily to the Japanese government’s inadequate response to the former
comfort women issue and the prevailing attitude among Japanese men who
condone prostitution.

Thus, recognizing and acknowledging the history of Japanese former
comfort women is essential to improving and expanding sex education in

Japan, which still primarily focuses on what is left untaught.



20245FE VTV — - EIVATUTATRELA VIK—ESERY

HIRAARKCBF5E) 27X L
—HAHETELT A N[ 7Y 2T ALE~D
B ZHLY FHED O

P

KIfgeid. HAMEZEE LA 7 v a T VEENRE /7 VAL % ED X
IITREERL TV D OAICHEH Ly M7z 635 RHEE O - UL RIC
OVWC, A Y Ea—fEZHEETHLPIZTLIEEZHWE LD DTH S,

E/RIVALEE, B/ kAT A0OWMICOAEINDE LY Vo

TUVTA) OFPNA L7 a7 VeEGOIEE/ 7 aTVE) b EE” T
HHILERRBETLIHMOZ LT, TnF T LGB % WS - mikg] &
Vo LB TRME LHFLE N, EEAELTONTI Lo/ f s aTIVY
FHEORBFA IS 29 2 CRELHRAZIIET 2L shTwd ',

Lol WA 7 a7 VUREFEENEE LTE/ 7 Y ALOFEREL BT
5 L ERRAATMRIE, EFOMBEY HARTII I ThNL TV, ZbZ b HAE
EINTIE, NS w7 22 7 VSR ORERIZE A LTt B IR IC RS
nTnid,

Z I CARIZE T, IKFONA 7 227 )V (Bi+) 1Z%4T 5 2014~ 301CHi
FOUM0HENBIA VI Ca—RELFERL., £/ L7 Y XLAPHFMS

WBWTEDL YIRS, WRIEL 2 bOEITHEEL G TW L0055
WrL7zo RWZETNA L2 2 a7 VEWOFED IZOAESZ B Tlo0lk, T/
L aTNTHY, hORME L THEEL B ARENSZ LT, AT U
LI aTVBEENrLOTOT 4 YA LER L AT YA 2T 4 L ORI
EVEEOT 7Ly Y a YERBRL TGS S E TR L o TIRfE S T w
5720TH 5,

NA YT 22T VIR LD OGHi»r s, HRRICBIF2E /272 X
LiE, BEMAEHEHLNA 72T F4D [$EE] ELTOALD

' Eisner, S. (2013). Bi: Notes for a Bisexual Revolution. Berkeley: Seal Press.
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Monosexism in Japan

— Interview with Bi+ Women

Saki YOSHIMOTO

This paper explores how bi+ women in Japanese society experience
“monosexism,” a norm that privileges monosexuality (a sexuality defined as
attraction to only one gender), and aims to identify the social and cultural
context behind the disadvantages they suffer’.

In other countries, there has been a growing body of research focusing on
monosexism to examine oppression specific to bisexual individuals. However,
in Japan, research on bisexual experiences is itself very limited. To the author’s
knowledge, only three studies have focused on bisexual people’s experiences,
and none of them explicitly used the concept of monosexism except for Kim
and Nochi?, who mentioned it briefly in their conclusion. Therefore, how
bisexual people living in Japanese society experience and negotiate with
monosexism has not been sufficiently explored.

This study clarifies how monosexism is experienced in Japanese society
and how it affects bisexuals’ lives through interviews with 20 bi+ women in
their 20s and early 30s. As both non-monosexual and women, bi+ women face
unique forms of oppression, such as eroticization by heterosexual men and
elimination from the lesbian community. Consequently, this study focuses
solely on the narratives of bi+ women rather than analyzing bi+ people
collectively.

The analysis of these 20 women’s stories suggests that monosexism in
Japanese society is experienced not only as identity erasure through

monosexuals’ discourses but also as institutional discrimination. Firstly, this

' Eisner, S. (2013). Bi: Notes for a Bisexual Revolution. Berkeley: Seal Press.

2 Kim, J. and Nochi, M. (2023). Jyosei Bai Sekusharu wo Ikiru: Toujisha Doushi no Katariai
no Shitsu Teki Kentou Kara [Life as Female Bisexual: A Qualitative Study of In-depth
Conversations between Female Bisexuals]. Shitsuteki Shinrigaku Kenkyii, 22, 296-313.
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study shows that the three strategies of bisexual erasure are evident in Japanese
society. The analysis also indicates that bi+ women are caught between the two
options of coming out at risk or “passing” as monosexuals. Furthermore,
internalized negative stereotypes lead bi+ women to feel “not bisexual (or
queer) enough” and to develop a self-perception of having access to
heterosexual privilege. It is also noted that because of this self-perception, bi+
women seem to have difficulty feeling a sense of belonging to either the
heterosexual community or the queer community. Most importantly, this study
indicates that the negative stereotypes causing this marginalization of bi+
women are produced and reinforced through institutional discrimination,
which denies legal recognition of same-sex marriage, thus forcing bi+ women
to give up the possibility of a future with a partner whose legal gender is the
same as theirs.

However, the research shows that bi+ women do not necessarily feel
isolated because they establish meaningful connections outside their sexual
identity. It also emphasizes that, in addition to legalizing same-sex marriage
to reduce institutional discrimination toward bi+ women, there is a need for
systems that recognize and support diverse relationship types in forms other
than marriage.

The fact that bi+ experiences are overlooked in academia is itself an
example of bisexual erasure. This study is significant for contributing to gender
and sexuality studies in Japan, where research on bisexuality remains very
limited, and no studies have extensively analyzed monosexism. Nevertheless,
to fully understand monosexism in Japan, further qualitative and quantitative
research is necessary, targeting not only various bit+ individuals but also
monosexuals, while considering the intersectionality between monosexism and

other forms of oppression.



