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The Relevance of Sexual Taboo Consciousness
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This paper examines why sex education in Japan has not improved,
considering the history of Japanese former comfort women after World War II
and the issue of their compensation by the Japanese government.

Sex education in Japan is shaped by the concept of “Hadome Kitei,” which
discourages teaching students about sexual intercourse. The rationale behind
this approach is the belief that deliberately educating students about topics
they are unaware of may, in turn, encourage sexual activity out of curiosity
and interest. However, students who receive no formal education on the subject
remain ignorant and often acquire false knowledge and biased perceptions
due to seeking information through the Internet and social networking sites.
Consequently, they may unknowingly become both victims and perpetrators
of sexual abuse. Moreover, gender-based biases may make it difficult for
individuals to navigate their lives. In other words, inaccurate knowledge and
biased perceptions can gradually widen the gender gap in everyday life.

Therefore, Japan needs to rethink the purpose of sex education by
incorporating comprehensive content based on respect for human rights. Some
countries with low gender disparities have been practicing comprehensive sex
education for over 50 years. The success of these programs is evident in the
fact that individuals who received high-quality sex education have grown into
more tolerant adults, contributing to the development of more equitable
societies.

Despite the potential correlation between the quality of sex education and
gender inequality, Japan has neither improved nor expanded its sex education

curriculum, and the topic of sex remains a cultural taboo. This phenomenon
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may be linked to the historical existence of comfort women in Japan after World
War II. Research indicates that the inception of Japanese sex education, known
as “Jyunketsu Kyoiku,” resulted in the spread of false perceptions about Japan’s
former comfort women, which in turn obscured the fact that the postwar
government did not compensate them. In other words, the current taboo
surrounding sex may not be solely due to a general aversion to the subject but
rather a deliberate means of obscuring the historical fact that the Japanese
government failed to provide any form of compensation to former comfort
women.

Furthermore, this study reveals that the ease with which Japanese society
accepted former comfort women as morally corrupt figures was influenced by
traditional Japanese identity and cultural values. Additionally, from a global
perspective, the continued prevalence of prostitution in Japan can be attributed
primarily to the Japanese government’s inadequate response to the former
comfort women issue and the prevailing attitude among Japanese men who
condone prostitution.

Thus, recognizing and acknowledging the history of Japanese former
comfort women is essential to improving and expanding sex education in

Japan, which still primarily focuses on what is left untaught.





