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Special Contribution Column

Emergency Symposium

“Academic Freedom and Gender Studies:

The Case in Hungary and a Response in Japan”
Collection of Presentation Manuscripts

Natsumi IKOMA

(Symposium organizer, Professor, CGS)

A special contribution section was added to this journal in 2013, the year that
celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Center for Gender Studies (CGS). The section
receives contributions on easily overlooked issues, challenging topics and other
critical issues from leading scholars.

In June 8th, 2019 an emergency symposium on “Academic Freedom and
Gender Studies” was held at ICU. This special section gathers manuscripts
based on the presentations given during this symposium.

We invited Andrea Petd, as keynote speaker, a Professor at the Department
of Gender Studies at Central European University (CEU). CEU was founded
in 1991 and has been running U.S. and Hungarian accredited higher education
programs based in Budapest, but in 2017, the Hungarian government passed
a law that resulted in the expulsion of Central European University, and in
2018 banned gender studies programs within Hungary. Since the fall of 2019
CEU has moved most of its courses to Vienna, becoming the first university in
exile after World War II. Professor Petd pointed out how Gender Studies have
become inconvenient to the current dictatorial government in Hungary, and
the research and education that can be pursued within such a context results
in having unmotivated researchers unable to do their research. This situation
can be thought of like a fungus that absorbs all the energy of a parasite and

self-propagates, which can apply to the country itself, which Professor Petd
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has called a “Polypore state.” Contrarily, the knowledge of this situation
extended all over the world, and the number of applicants to the Gender
Studies program at this same university has significantly increased. Also, this
case calls for solidarity; and Professor Pet&’s CEU’s colleagues, as well as
researchers from all over Europe, and over the globe have shown their support
too.

In response to Professor Petd’s main lecture, researchers in the field of
gender and sexuality studies living in Japan, at the time, submitted their
manuscripts. Professor Emeritus at Ochanomizu University, Adachi Mariko
reports on the history of reorganizing the center for gender studies at this
university and how it incorporated the current administration’s vision by
focusing on women'’s success. Professor Adachi also discusses how “illiberal
democracy” is also rampant in Japan, together with the government’s
neoliberalism, in particular with its series of policies regarding fiscal austerity,
which require the internalization of conservative and discriminatory thinking
in order to view measures of unbalanced reductions as natural; hence, she
observes how the acceptance of measures that reduce the standard of human
life—historically constructed —includes an ideology that allows it.

Doctor Sonja Dale, visiting researcher at Sophia University, speaks from
her experience supporting minorities on campus, and points out that, at times,
when universities under neoliberalism do not work to protect freedom and
safety, women and members of minorities end up victimized, which
emphasizes the importance of cooperation between gender researchers and
external collaborators.

Professor Okano Yayo from Doshisha University addresses the attacks on
academic freedom and constitutionalism by political parties by reporting on
the bashing of their Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) research
grant by a member of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) in the House of
Representatives, Sugita Mio. In line with Abe Shinz6, Sugita Mio’s assertions

with regards to the so-called “comfort women” issue reproduce historical
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revisionism in an anti-gender equality fashion. We may consider that Professor
Okano’s research became a target of Sugita’s attacks as being “anti-Abe” or
“Anti-Japan” because her research deals with “the bridge between research
and social movements” from a gender and feminist perspective. Yet, it cannot
be denied that Sugita’s claim —that is, this kind of research should not receive
public funding—has gained some strength within the public consciousness. In
order to survive within this context Professor Okano calls for international
solidarity.

Associate Professor Chelsea Szendi Schieder from Aoyama Gakuin
University indicates how the threat on “academic freedom” for gender scholars
is two-pronged: not only political powers are attacking gender research as a
field, but also, neoliberalism in a university setting puts researchers—especially
those belonging to ethnic, racial and gender minorities—in precarious
situations.

Professor Akiko Shimizu from the University of Tokyo invites to examine
critically discriminatory thinking among gender researchers, especially in the
context of backlash against feminism and current government led anti-gender
movements which seem to misuse or abuse some of the ideas of mainstream
feminism that leaves minorities behind when aiming to protect only “women”
rights.

Doctor Grace En-Yi Ting, JSPS Postdoctoral Fellow at Waseda University,
stresses the necessity of tackling gender discrimination and all discrimination
against minorities in research institutions and organizations, problematizing
rampant harassment, and questioning the sexist and racist desire for “Japan”
together with white-male-centrism in the field of Japanese Studies abroad.
Given employment instability in academia, solidarity beyond world borders
is of special importance.

Professor James Welker from Kanagawa University points out how
nationalism and racism prevailing in Japan are connected to gender

discrimination, as well as how this is reflected in the repeated use of politically
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incorrect language by Japanese politicians (especially those from the ruling
party). Politicians are constantly promoting childbirth, just like the wartime
slogan “umeyo, fuyaseyo.” Yet, still, in this society women cannot give birth
safely without resolving problems regarding extended working hours and lack
of childcare facilities. Professor Welker shows that they completely lack a
gender perspective, and in addition to opposing current policies, he stresses
the need of training in gender studies, and incorporating a gender perspective.

Professor Petd’s “polypore state” is also applicable to Japan, and it can be
said that gender research faces a loss of dynamism from within. In this context,
an important question is raised: how can we spin words of opposition and
build solidarity beyond differences?

Some of the manuscripts were originally written in Japanese and some in
English, yet, aiming to connect with and transmit them to the world, all the
manuscripts herein published are in English. This is a collection of texts
worthwhile reading that probe into the possibilities and dangers of gender

studies in contemporary society. Please keep reading.
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Special Contribution
Academic Freedom and Gender Studies:
An Alliance Forged in Fire

Andrea PETO

1 Introduction

In this paper I would like to share my readings of two major events that
happened recently in Hungary. The first was the revoking of the license of a
two-year Masters program in gender studies by the Hungarian government
without consultation with any professional or scientific institution. The other
one was, that after two years of uncertainty, Central European University
(CEU) became the first university in the European Union which needed to
move to another EU member state because of media harassment and legal
uncertainty; in short, becoming a university in exile.

I am going to try to offer a new framework for understanding the policy
of illiberal states regarding scientific research. I will do so by telling three
stories: the gender studies ban; the attack on academic freedom in Hungary;
and my personal story of receiving death threats. All three urge us to think
about the consequences of recent attacks on the scientific academy. The paper
will conclude with a new theoretical framework for understanding the policies

of illiberal polypore states.

2 The First Story: The Gender Studies Ban'
In early August 2018, when Budapest is usually suffocating from a
heatwave, and most educational institutions are closed for holidays, members

of the Hungarian Rectors’ Conference received a seemingly innocent email

! More on this see Petd, 2018a.



10

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

from the Ministry of Human Capacities (which includes a secretariat for
education), asking them to comment on a draft decree by the evening of the
next day. The less than 24 hours deadline during vacation season should have
been enough to raise alarm bells. But the real issue was hidden in the title of
the draft on the modification of other decrees concerning “the training and
outcome requirements of vocational-, Bachelor-, and Masters-level educational
programs, and the joint requirements of teacher preparation and the training
and outcome requirements of various teacher training programs.” After a closer
look, readers of the bulky document discovered that in the sub-chapter 16 the
draft decree laconically declared that all permissions given to the “Masters
program in gender studies” were simply revoked.

Members of the Hungarian Rectors” Conference could not believe their
eyes, and their disbelief was evident in the scorching criticism of their joint
comments forwarded to the government. If accepted, the Hungarian
government’s proposed decree would cancel an accredited, well-performing
MA program in gender studies with consistently high enrollments and
excellent placement records. Two Budapest-based universities were offering
this program in Hungary: the private Central European University in English
from 2006 and the public E6tvos Lorand University (ELTE) in Hungarian from
2017.

The draft decree offered no explanation for either the reasons or the
urgency to pass it within 18 hours. However, since the press leaked the draft
decree, different government politicians have given four different explanations
to the press. First, government officials came up with the argument of
economizing taxpayers’ money as they plan to finance more strategic study
programs promoting the government’s main aim: demographic growth.
However, the program at CEU is not financed by the Hungarian taxpayers as
it is a private university. The tuition fee of ELTE for the ten students is 2700 000
Hungarian Forints, less than 8000 (!) euro for a whole academic year.

Then the government came up with the argument that “there is no need
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for these graduates in the labor market.” It should be noted, though, that CEU
has had 139 graduates from this program since 2006, and, according to an
alumni report, the graduates have landed great jobs from Kirghizstan to
Iceland and Great Britain in higher education, economy, culture and finance,
(this program admits mostly international students.) As for the program at
ELTE, the first students to complete the program launched in 2017 will
graduate in July 2019 so no data is available about their future placement.

The next argument put forth by the authorities was a lack of student
interest in the course — a claim made without any data to support it. At CEU,
usually more than 200 students apply for the 22 places available. The number
of students admitted to the program at ELTE (ten) is defined by the ministry,
not by student interest.

The final argument was that gender studies does not fit Christianity and
Christian values. This was being put forward at exactly the same time that the
University of Notre Dame, a major catholic higher educational institution,
which also runs a gender studies program on their home campus, announced
an educational program at the Pazmany Catholic University in Budapest with
the strong support from the government; in fact the Minister of Foreign Affairs
made the announcement himself.

At this point, after a period of intensive public interest in gender studies
education, when everybody has an opinion about what the learning outcomes
should be, it is clear that the stakes are high and that the freedom of education
and academia are at risk. As Lesley Wilson (2018), Secretary General of the

European University Association (EUA), has argued:

It creates a legal framework to suppress knowledge that those in power
dislike. It blocks citizens from being informed and from creating and
acquiring knowledge - a key feature of Europe’s pluralistic societies and
one of the reasons they cherish academic freedom [...] In terms of

undermining academic freedom, we have seen similar things in Turkey
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and Russia, but this is the first time that such a broad and fundamental

attack has happened within the European Union.

The brainstorming stopped on 1 September 2018 when the Hungarian
Accreditation Committee (HAC) issued a statement that it had not participated
in preparing the draft of the government proposal to revoke the license of the
Masters program in gender studies. HAC stated it does not endorse the
professional and academic arguments used to justify the proposed revoking
of the license. So the government appears to be the only institutional actor
responsible for proposing a strongly ideological and political intervention in
shaping an academic study program. This violates the freedom of education
as well as professional standards.

Never before has a government of an EU Member State sought to legislate
the curriculum of universities without consulting the appropriate university
institutions. It also sets a dangerous precedent for state intervention in all other
university courses, violating the Fundamental Law of Hungary 9.1: “Hungary
shall ensure the freedom of scientific research and artistic creation, the freedom
of learning for the acquisition of the highest possible level of knowledge and,
within the framework laid down in an Act, the freedom of teaching.” And it is
also dangerous for the European Higher Education Area (ESG) that
governments can directly regulate the licensing of study programs, ignoring
the common European framework for quality assurance. For an explanation

we need to look at the wider picture.

3 Second Story: CEU, a University in Exile?
In the 1980s, when I was in my early twenties living and studying in
communist Hungary, there was a blue/white pin which was cool to wear. It

was the pin of the Danube circle (Duna Kor), the independent, oppositional

2 See Pet, 2017a.
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circle founded in 1984 to fight against the planned dam on the Danube River.
Wearing this pin was not without political risks in the 1980s but it was
definitely “cool.” When I saw a colleague wearing it in the university coffee
shop, I immediately asked him where he got it, while trying not to look very
suspicious posing the question as I was sure that secret police also wanted to
get that piece of information, too.

History repeats itself in strange ways. In April 2017 the Hungarian
government passed with extraordinary speed the Lex CEU which makes it
impossible for CEU to operate in Hungary. The amendment to the higher
educational law requires that curriculum, hiring faculty and staff, and
recruitment of students be regulated directly by the Hungarian and US
governments. These changes impose political control over one of the most
successful institutions in European higher education. CEU has complied with
all requirements, and opened a campus in the US, but the Hungarian
government still has neither signed an agreement which would allow CEU to
operate in Hungary nor communicated if there are additional ad hoc
requirements. Without such an agreement, CEU will become the first university
in exile in the European Union since WWII after it moves to Vienna in autumn
2019.

CEU was founded in 1991 to fight for freedom and to stand against such
policing of ideas. From the minute the proposal became public on 28 March
2017, resistance started. Protests included the production of a blue pin, as blue
is the official CEU color, with the slogan “I stand with CEU” written in white
in two languages. The story of this pin very much resembles the story of the
pin of my political socialization in the early 1980s.

First, it is cool once again to wear that pin. People shouting at you with a
wide smile from the other side of the street, repeating the slogan: Free Country,
Free University or I stand with CEU. Or they just ask you openly, even on the
street, where they can also get a pin. Luckily this is not classified information

at the moment, as at the reception of the newly renovated campus of CEU in
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Budapest each person was eligible to received two pins. (Do not ask me why
two and not one or three as this was an instruction from the administration).
Till the end of April 2017 more than 10,000 pins were handed.

Second, in spite of the overwhelming support, it is not necessarily safe to
wear that pin in public. One of our graduates was recently hit in a bar, and the
pin he was wearing was torn off his sweater. Another student, while standing
in the subway, realized with astonishment that an elderly man had taken a
pencil out and started to rewrite the pin he was wearing on his chest. These
stories prove that the fight for freedom is a continuous fight. Freedom was the
most important guiding principle of CEU’s founders in 1991. These founders
were Péter Hanak, Miklos Vasarhelyi, Gyorgy Litvan to name only those who
are no longer with us. These founders have personally experienced direct
political control and the policing of their ideas. The same freedom of thought
is at stake now with the new higher education law which threatens the very
existence of CEU.

As in the case of the Danube Circle, where international support and
contacts proved to be crucial to stop the construction of the dam, these are also
crucial in the case of CEU. It is enough to look at our alumni from the 117
countries where CEU students come from to study in Budapest, or the
hundreds of international letters of support we have received, to see that the
whole world is watching, helping and supporting the resistance. From Pécs to
Szeged, from Cambridge to Cluj or Singapore, our graduates are sending CEU
letters and organizing protests together with major academic professional
organizations while receiving support from politicians in a bipartisan way. In
2017, several important Hungarian conservative intellectuals and public
academic institutions, like the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, expressed their
solidarity with CEU. However, in 2018, after the sweeping electoral victory of
FIDESZ, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences also became a target of
government policies. This Lex CEU is the betrayal of our common dream, and

the hopes of 1989 are being betrayed by FIDESZ. They forget, but those who
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are wearing the blue-and-white “I stand with CEU” pin do not —and they are
definitely more numerous than back in 1984. At least these numbers can give

us hope for the future.

4 Third Story: A Personal Story?

Abby L. Ferber, in her 2017 presidential address at the meeting of
Sociologists for Women in Society, analyzed the threats and harassment
educators face in institutions of higher education in the United States, and
quoted Malcom X: “If you're not ready to die for it, put the word ‘freedom” out
of your vocabulary” (Ferber, 2018, p. 314). Historically, as in the case of
Giordano Bruno or Spinoza, scientific work was accompanied by the receipt
of daily threats. Nowadays we scholars falsely believe that we are working in
a secure academic environment, but this is increasingly not the case. The
question is, how did the intellectual work of teaching and scientific research
become a life-threatening occupation once again? Finding an answer is ever
more urgent for those of us in the field of gender studies.

Academia.edu is a platform for researchers to share their work with those
who do not have access to a rich library with scholarly books and periodicals.
It makes works visible, especially ones that are otherwise not indexed by
databases, such as chapters in edited volumes. It is not known for its messaging
function, which I didn’t know even existed until 2 March 2017, when I received
a threatening message from a pseudonymous user. Besides allusions to the
devil and various curses, the message also foresaw the eradication of my breed.
I'became alarmed. At the time, the global anti-gender attack was already in full
swing. In the Hungarian media and online, attacks had already intensified,
especially after ELTE started its state-financed gender studies MA program.
All at once everyone — in the Parliament, the press, and online —had an opinion

about what gender studies was about, what we teach, and what are or should

3 See Petd, 2018b.
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be the requirements for admission and receiving a degree.

Before that message on academia.edu, I had never received a threatening
email, but what Ferber has aptly termed “public targeted online harassment”
(Ferber, 2018, p. 302) has been a part of my everyday life since I began writing
online. (If commenting is allowed, then usually the second comment is an anti-
Semitic slur.) My journalist acquaintances suggested that I stop reading
comments, adding that they never read them, either. I took their advice and
established the illusion that the Internet and reality are two different spheres,
and whatever happens in the virtual space has no real effect on me.

That is, until someone registered on academia.edu downloaded my article
on the history of abortion regulation in Hungary and then left a Satanist verse
behind. I'll be honest: I started to panic. I wrote to CEU’s pro-rector for
Hungarian affairs, who immediately called me and advised me to go to the
police. Soon after, the university’s lawyer also called me, followed by the
university’s vice-president for administration, both asking how they could
help. It meant a lot that my workplace stood beside me. I told them that I wasn't
sure whether the sender was a lonely man, guided by sheer anger, and
someone who doesn’t have to be taken seriously, or whether this was a serious
threat not to be taken lightly.

Therefore, following institutional advice, I went to the Budapest 13th
District police department, where, after an hour and a half of waiting, an
exhausted and bored policewoman took my statement. She asked me very
professionally to let them know if there are any new developments, and to
email them any pieces of evidence I possessed. I did so as soon as I got home.
The overworked and underpaid police had 30 working days to investigate the
case which would require immediate action to decide if a life is in danger. An
acquaintance familiar with the investigation of hate crimes suggested that I
personally get in touch with the investigating officer and put pressure on him
or her into doing very thorough work.

My difficulties began soon after giving my statement. Although I was able
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to figure out the name of the investigating officer in charge of my case, finding
her was challenging. Each time I called, she was either out for lunch, or on
training, or having a day off. Finally, after weeks of chasing, I caught her, only
to hear that she had not yet found the time to look into my file. She assured
me that she would check the case and call me. She never did. I made a few
more attempts to reach her but to no avail. When the 30 working days had
passed, I called again and the investigating officer, who was surprised at my
call, told me that the investigation had been terminated.

The investigation was terminated on the account that the text was from
the lyrics of a Satanist band, and so it did not represent the individual thoughts
of the sender; therefore, went the argument, it did not constitute fear-
mongering. Furthermore, since there was no addressee, it could be proven that
the message was intended for me. Lastly, they told me, “It was not possible to
establish during the investigation whether the anonymous user sent the lyrics
just to attract attention.”

Despite institutional setbacks, I still lodged an appeal to the prosecutor’s
office because when I shared my story in gender studies circles, I learned that
others had also received threats from the same username. The rejection arrived
on 7 September 2017, on the basis that “[t]he action of the unknown user, the
sending of lyrics on exorcism via email, cannot be identified as an act of violent
harassment, because it did not contain a threat against an actual person.
According to the Penal Code the use of phrases such as ‘I will hunt you down’
and ‘I will dispel you from the face of earth’ cannot be identified as a crime
against a person.” The district vice-prosecutor added that my complaint
contained no new information or facts.

At this stage, I had exhausted every possible legal measure although I
could have perhaps turned to a hacker who could have easily found out who

the offender was as their profile is still active on academia.edu.
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5 The Morals of These Stories of Gender Studies and CEU, a University in
Exile

Firstly, a well-regulated legal system can become futile if it does not keep
up with changes in reality. The threat posed by “public targeted online
harassment” is of a different nature than the “threat” defined in the Penal
Code. Its targets are primarily scientists, educators, and thinkers, and the
offender’s goal is to raise fear and uncertainty, rather than pose a physical
threat.

Secondly, the entire legal process took five months. Anything could have
happened to me or others who received the same threatening message during
those five months.

Thirdly, in spite of the fact that the offender had sent threatening emails
and Facebook messages to others, the investigation of these cases was not
undertaken as the police did not do their job. Each person who was threatened
by the person using the same name belongs to the Budapest gender studies
community. And this is where we should start analyzing the wider framework,
the reasons behind these threats.

This “public targeted on-line harassment” is connected to a new
phenomenon. The appearance of anti-gender studies movements and the
emergence of hate speech aim to challenge the political and scientific legitimacy
of gender equality and science. By scrutinizing the political framework of the
illiberal polypore state, we can understand how the awareness of being
threatened can alter university education and scientific work. In the recent
past, Hungary’s Fidesz-KDNP government established a novel state formation;
a new quality of governance. Political scientists argue about whether the
current ruling system should be defined as “democratic authoritarianism,”
“hybrid state,” “illiberal state,” or “mafia state.”

Together with the Polish sociologist Weronika Grzebalska (2018), we
suggested the term “polypore state.” Understanding this new form of state is

crucial in order to prepare effective strategies to protect academic infrastructure
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against the attacks of state actors. The polypore is a parasite pore fungus that
lives on wood and produces nothing else but more polypores. In our article
we defined three functional characteristics of the polypore state: the
establishment of parallel institutions, familialism, and security discourse, all
of them gendered. One typical feature of the polypore state is the establishment
of a parallel, state financed NGO sphere. Another characteristic of the polypore
state is familialism, or the replacement of gender politics with family politics,
based on which the state’s social policies exclusively support families, i.e.
heterosexual married couples. The third characteristic of the polypore state is
the usage of the security discourse.

The Fidesz government regularly presents policy related questions as
security questions. According to their rhetoric, a vigilant government defeats
the threat of the EU, the UN, the migrants, gender studies professionals,
George Soros, etc. The security discourse also affects narratives concerning
scientific research policies. Calling scientists enemies, enemies of the nation,
and personally intimidated those who disagree with government policies has
become an everyday routine. This is why these attacks should not only concern
gender studies scholars but everybody who is invested in human rights and
democracy.

In Hungary, the anti-gender battle commenced in 2008 when an MP called
a secondary school supplementary textbook on the gender history of Hungary
an agent of the “culture of death.” The same MP then went on to question why
the government—at that time a leftist liberal one—spent taxpayers’ money on
it.* The “culture of death” phrase and the related discourse are used by the
anti-gender movement to raise hatred and fear against gender studies’ focus
on equality. In doing so, they apply the toolkit of science: with ad hoc
quotations from a hodge-podge of surveys, they undermine the relevance of

gender researchers, their scientific findings, and the value and legitimacy of

4 More on this see Petd, 2017b.
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their scientific endeavors. Lex CEU was a continuation of this kind of attack
as was the attack against the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. These attacks
culminated in the infamous bill of August 2018 that aimed to erase gender
studies from the list of state-accredited university courses.

The anti-gender movement is not merely another offshoot of centuries-old
anti-feminism. When a politician claims that women’s sole purpose is
childbearing, or when a pop celebrity discusses the so-called female principle,
these are not simply conservative responses to the success of the 1968
movements. The anti-gender movement is fundamentally a new phenomenon
that was launched for the sake of establishing a new world order. It is a
battlefield for socialization in the Gramscian sense.

The anti-gender movement is also a nationalist neoconservative response
to the crisis of the global neoliberal world order so it should interest everyone
who is committed to human rights and democracy, and not only researchers
of gender (Kovats and Petd, 2017). The anti-gender movement attacks
liberalism, and therefore, democracy. In the meantime, the role of the state
changes because the polypore state no longer considers political diversity an
asset.

The anti-gender movement applies scientific-looking arguments to support
its ideological moves. The way it goes about making these arguments is what
makes it into a mock science. It is saturated with hatred. And this is the hatred
that emanated from the message to my academia.edu page. “Public targeted
online harassment” is dangerous, not only because it is in harmony with how
the polypore state functions and because it draws attention and energy away
from very important matters. It is also dangerous because it attempts to
dismantle the notion that research and education are public goods and human
rights. The institutional system should protect educators and researchers as
they are exercising human rights to do science while creating public goods.

Historical analogies can be misleading. This fact that CEU had to go into

exile is not the same as when Charles University in Prague in 1938, Warsaw
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University in 1939 or Oslo University, when they were closed by the Nazis and
professors were deported. Rather it is similar to the move of the European
Humanities University from Minsk, Belorussia, to Vilnius. Lukasenko’s policy
purged western-oriented intellectuals from his impoverished and isolated
country. A similar situation has occurred in Hungary except that this process
has been financed by EU taxpayers via EU funding mechanisms too easy to
hijack.

Hungary was recently called a “laboratory” by Prime Minister Orban in
his speech in London as the trends in Hungary might be used by other
European countries as successful political strategies to win elections promising

safety and a feeling of belonging (Pet6 and Vasali, 2014).

6 Conclusion

To conclude, this paper argues against despair because of the lessons
learned during the past years of living, working and teaching in illiberal
Hungary that will help the fight for academic freedom.

First, previously scholars of gender studies were either working in their
offices in the attic or in the cellar, but they were definitely marginalised. Now,
due to the campaign, Hungary, a country of 10 million, has become a country
of 10 million gender experts and everybody has an opinion about the reading
list, learning outcomes or the labour market position of the graduates.

Alesson learned is the importance of networks, international contacts, and
press relations. But at the same time there is the sad conclusion that traditional
forms of resistance — petitions, signatures, public protests—have little or no
impact as they do not touch that part of the polypore state they are really
interested in: the economy and money. PM Orban only seriously considered
the Bavarian Solution, the proposal by Manfred Weber from European People’s
Party to negotiate a deal to help CEU stay in Hungary, because BMW was
involved. Once BMW was out from the deal, Orban no longer gave it serious

consideration (Vasali, 2019).
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The third lesson is the understanding of the surprising weakness of the
European feminist infrastructure. It was not ATGENDER which collected
signatures from the more than hundred masters’ programs in gender studies
in Europe but a dedicated and politically savvy scholar, David Paternotte.
Unlike the European gender studies organization, the strength of professional
networks—feminist sociologists, historians, political scientists—was obvious
as they wrote protest letters in a week during the summer season. But this is
another lesson learned: writing letters and signing manifestos are not enough.
European professional organizations like European University Association and
All European Academies are also issued statements protecting academic
freedom and gender studies and they all received the same standardized
general answer from the Hungarian government. The protests and letters
written in support made it clear that there are scholars and institutions who
despise and are resisting the politics of the Hungarian government, but in
practice there was no impact. Education is a national competency in Europe
so national governments can regulate it as they wish. And if the nation state is
captured by a small group then it can do whatever the group wants.
Paradoxically, the national frame which has been criticized by feminists as
methodological nationalism can protect gender studies. And alliances with
unholy political and economic actors. This is a transnational attack copying
strategies, policies which were working on the national level, so hopefully
national actors of gender studies could also learn from strategies of the others.

The next lesson is that during the fight it was obvious that what is missing
among the political skills of feminists/academics who have been trained to
define what something is, is the skill to think of how to achieve something. The
lack of political imagination beyond being upset and protesting with signing
letters needs to be critically examined in the future.

A consequence of the ban is that students have been mobilized and there
are an increasing number of applications for the CEU Gender Studies Program

in Vienna that demonstrate that gender studies is a “cool” discipline. We have
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lost the accredited program in Hungary, but the gender studies community is
facing this failure with dignity and unity. The recent strike on 14 November
2018 at the universities of ELTE, Corvinus and CEU proves that gender is being
mainstreamed as a result of the ban (Balogh, 2018). During this active strike as
a form of protest, professors from these three universities in Budapest — who
were mostly previously elegantly ignored gender scholars — were teaching
gender elements in their courses and discussing female authors and their
works. They would not have been doing so if the government had not banned
a discipline: gender studies. The ban was a good wake up call for all of us to
save not only the discipline but to free science as such.

CEU did its part when I received a threatening message on my academia.
edu page. The transformative history of sovietization in Eastern Europe should
make us particularly aware of the stakes involved in scientific research: it is
truly a matter of life or death. Hungary already crossed a red line as far as
attacks on science are concerned by revoking the license of an accredited study
program without consultation with the professional organizations and forcing
a university into exile. Hungary serves as a laboratory for other countries to
learn from and think critically about how to fight against the polypore state.
And about whether it will be sooner than we think that we will all have to

respond to the question: would we die for the freedom of science?
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Special Contribution
Negotiations and Boundary-Setting in an Illiberal
Democracy: The Politics of the Exclusion /
Inclusion / Excessive Inclusion of the Ochanomizu
University Institute for Gender Research

Mariko ADACHI
[Translation: Chelsea SZENDI SCHIEDER]

1 Introduction: Gender Issues under llliberal Democracy

First, I want to give thanks for the chance to give comments at this very
stimulating symposium. From Professor Petd’s talk, we can understand now
that, in Hungary today, gender research and issues of academic freedom and
democracy are under attack from both overt violence and from power that
attempts to operate invisibly. I have many years of engagement with gender
studies and graduate-level studies at Ochanomizu University in Japan, so I
also feel personally indignant at the Hungarian government’s sudden
elimination of the graduate program in gender studies. We must understand
the significance of this and share knowledge about ways to counter it across
borders and collectively.

This emergency symposium was held to counter the obvious attack on
“academic freedom and democracy” by the government of Victor Orban in
Hungary, which banned gender research, and I understand that the aim is to
counter such overt attacks and share knowledge about strategies. Promoting
an anti-immigration policy, skepticism of the EU, and adopting a closer
relationship with China, Orban’s right-wing government gained momentum
after winning the second parliamentary election in 2010 and winning the

National Assembly election on April 8, 2018. According to Prof. Petd’s detailed
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presentation, gender studies in Hungary today is exposed to a double attack
under this right-wing government, facing both overt violence through threats
and harassment delivered anonymously via the Internet and also confronting
repression by power that seeks invisibility and operates through unilaterally
implementing systemic changes and effectively hollowing out institutions
under the guise of simplifying them. The Hungarian government’s removal of
the graduate program in gender studies at Central European University is
shocking to anyone familiar with the high standards of gender studies
education and research in Europe. I personally feel deeply angered at this
measure because of my own long-standing involvement in gender studies and
graduate-level education at Ochanomizu University. At the same time, I think
that we must understand the background to these events and their significance
in order to share knowledge about ways to counter such measures across
borders and collectively.

Therefore, I would like to raise the following two points in my comments
here. My first point relates to what Prof. Pet6 shared about the current attacks
on “academic freedom and democracy” and “the problem of gender studies
under an illiberal democracy,” and my second considers the “backlash” to
gender as it exists not only in Hungary but also elsewhere.

The term “illiberal democracy” indicates an official government that
continues to operate under democratic procedures, such as elections, but may
advocate not liberal democratic values but values associated with
authoritarianism. After acquiring power, such a government demonstrates a
high degree of arbitrariness in the executive branch in the policy decision
process, and also displays a divergence between official statements and actual
implementation (for example, while declaring freedom of information actually
obscuring and discarding the most important information). Along with this,
an illiberal democracy restricts fundamental freedoms associated with liberal
democracy, such as of speech, belief, expression, and research, as well as of

individual dignity, often framing such restrictions as “exceptions” and citing
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reasons of security. And “gender” frequently becomes a target of such national
governance. This gendered political approach is used to frame issues: for
example, economic policy problems become defined by gendered expectations:
e.g., discussions about budget allocations for childcare become defined as a
problem of working mothers rather than an issue of working parents, thus
pushing forward a topic that is easier to discuss and criticize in public, in this
case sidestepping the issue of women working while raising children with
issues about motherhood more generally. Behind this is the actual political use
of naturalized ideas about gender that obfuscate the political and economic
stakes of all these issues, and which actually targets and disciplines “women”
and insists on individual psychological adjustment to the status quo.

My second point is related to the backlash to “gender,” which has
developed into a confrontation in Hungary, but is a trend not only in Hungary
and has been increasing in recent years.

In Japan, even after the 1990s, there were two waves of attacks and
backlashes against gender in the early 2000s and also now, in the late 2010s. In
my opinion, the two backlashes actually differ. Basically, the backlash regarding
“gender” through the first half of the 2000s could not completely assimilate
the evolving trend toward globalization and was instead formed as a
neoconservative political movement under neoliberal economic policies but
on the national level as a kind of “mourning the absence of the father and the
collapse of the family.” On the other hand, the backlash we witness today is
new inasmuch as it reflects the global shifts and hegemonic fluctuations that

emerged in the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis.

2 Gender in an llliberal Democracy

Professor Pet6 points out that the modern gender issue has become a
“battlefield for socialization” in the Gramscian sense. This is the consequence
of a series of neoliberal political and economic effects that causes friction

between actors that can move freely at a global — or, more precisely, a
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denationalized — level and actors confined to a national and local level. At the
level of the nation state, this rift first becomes a battle over the legitimacy of
accessing the ability of the state to redistribute resources, then comes into
public consciousness as an issue of “subjectivization in society” and
controversies arise over the possibility of expanding the realms in which
political decision-making is possible. And in fact, it is this battle more than its
consequences that makes the problem itself visible for the first time. What often
appears at this time, reflecting shifts in gender identity, are also attacks on and
interventions in the various expressions and discourses that seek to describe
new sexualities, and on the gender studies and feminist theories that critique
the existing gender order.

To restate the issue as I understand it: under neoliberalism — free
marketism, financial liberalization, privatization of public resources, fiscal
austerity / equilibrium, reduction of social security, personal responsibility —
awareness of gender and feminism is actually raised in the context of a
neoliberal focus on reducing public funding, particularly with fiscal austerity
measures. We can see this trend very clearly in the EU countries that have
prioritized policies of fiscal balance and austerity. This actually seems
reasonable, given that under a series of policies implemented under the name
of neoliberal policy, especially austerity policy, people are living and doing
activism, hoping for more fundamentally democratic and diverse ways of being
and living, even as their own ability and capability to reproduce themselves
with their own power — and this is, I think, something we can call radical
democracy in a broad sense — is being chipped away at. The de facto reduction
in the level of human welfare achieved in the EU countries spills across the
borders, at which time discourses about familialism and violence emerge.
Regarding these circumstances, that is to say, the neoliberal project, the British
feminist economist Susan Himmelweit said that neoliberalism is, in fact, not
just policy but also contains a set of ideologies that allow people to accept and

internalize the historically constructed devaluation of human life. In other
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words, neoliberal policy, contrary to its appearance, has suppressed and
understated the coexistence and sharing that enabled humans to thrive with
such freedom and at such a level. Limitation of freedoms of study, expression,
and speech at universities and public institutions also has the effect of
threatening our shared knowledge and the decision-making rights of all parties

concerned.

3 The Experience of the Ochanomizu University Institute for Gender
Studies (IGS): The Politics of Exclusion / Inclusion / Over-inclusion
Here, in connection with the points made above, and following Prof. Petd’s
example, I'd like to share my experiences as the head of the Institute for Gender
Studies (IGS) at Ochanomizu Women’s University to discuss the state of gender
studies and education at Japanese women’s universities, and its links to
activism and international collaborative research, mostly from 2000 onward.
I've divided this history into four periods:
1. Pre-history: 1996-2000
— Established the first research facility for gender studies and named it the
Institute for Gender Research.
2.2000-2008
—In 2003, Ochanomizu University adopted its 21st Century COE (Centers
of Excellence) Program [a program established by Japan’'s Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) to fund
globally competitive university education and research], “Gender
Research Frontier (F-GENS).” Under F-GENS, advanced and
interdisciplinary research on gender studies in Japan began in earnest,
international collaborative research also began. Over 100 young
researchers were involved in this project, and today it has grown into a
major player in gender studies in Japan, and its research results have
been recognized both domestically and internationally.

—2005: The Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences established a

29



30

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

Doctoral Program in Interdisciplinary Gender Studies

—2006: The Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences established a

Master’s Program in Gender and Social Science

—2007: The Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences was reorganized

as the Graduate School of Humanities and Sciences

—This made it systematically possible to obtain a doctorate in gender

studies in Japan, and, in particular, made it possible to play a role in not
only the humanities but also in the social sciences. For example, if the
chief faculty examiner is a specialist in economics, law, political science,
or sociology, a student can acquire a “doctoral degree in social science”
and the English name registers as “Ph.D. Social Science / Gender
Studies,” a title that evidences education as an international gender

research specialist and that is accepted by international organizations.

3.2008-2014
—However, when the 21st Century COE Program ended, the university

authorities suddenly ordered that the Institute for Gender Studies (IGS)
change its name by removing the term “gender” and replacing it with a
title that used the term “women.” The Institute was notified that if they
did not change the name accordingly, the IGS budget would be reduced
to zero. Many outside and around the university still find these actions
by the university authorities too cruel to believe, but I actually was not
too surprised at all, having experienced the first backlash in the early
2000s. At this time, Professor Tachi Kaoru and I were the full-time
professors at IGS and, after our discussion with the university
administration, we immediately and firmly refused to change the name.
At that time, I used a landline telephone, and I can still clearly remember
the sound as I slammed down my receiver. I had no doubts. IGS
responded that the social impact of such a name change would have an
enormous social impact. After that, as expected, the budget from the

university to IGS was reduced to zero (aside from minimal costs for basic
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maintenance), and an overt campaign against the Institute began.

—However, there was a strong awareness of the necessity of gender
research and we were surrounded by a supportive community, and even
if our institute was not appreciated within the university (apart from that
of individual supporters), our research was respected beyond the
university and even internationally. IGS was able to survive and continue
to support cutting-edge research on gender studies thanks to various
forms of external funding that came through in that time. During this
time, the graduate school education developed, and established the first
graduate doctoral course in interdisciplinary gender research in Japan
to train professional researchers who both specialize in gender studies
and also have social science qualifications, which today enjoys a good
reputation domestically and internationally in academia, specialized
institutions, and in the private sector. I would like to add here that during
this period, I also heard many stories about our graduate students being
harassed about specializing in gender studies, told that such research
being foolish academicism or that they would become unemployable.
But this is simply not true. I want to be very clear: the employment rates
for gender researchers, including in academia, are good. It is a matter of
course. Never succumb to threats. My seminar’s motto was “You can’t
hammer down a nail that sticks out too far.” I wonder about the
employment rates of those faculty members who threaten graduate
students.

— Also, at this time, I realized that being confined to scholarly knowledge
only within one’s university can be fatally dangerous to gender research.
I understood once again that it is literally essential to have constant
exchanges with those outside of the university — international
collaborations and interaction with the feminist movement — and in that

way explore new ways to produce knowledge.
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4.2015-now

—In 2015, the university authorities told me that the Institute for Gender
Research, which had operated as an independent organization, would
be reorganized as the “Research Organization for the Promotion of
Global Women'’s Leadership,” and I was dismissed as the Institute’s head
without prior notice. From this period onward, the Japanese name for
IGS also changed. While the official English-language name remains the
same, in Japanese, the Institute ceased to be a “Center (sentaa)” for gender
studies but became a “Place (sho, which can also be translated as
“Institute”).” It also became incorporated as a subordinate organization
within the Research Organization for the Promotion of Global Women
Leadership. As compensation for the reorganization, the Institute was
allocated a fairly generous budget and also more part-time staff.

— More time is needed to make a full evaluation of the current situation. I
expect that gender researchers will analyze the history of IGS. I think we
can understand the increase in funding and in staff as a good thing. But
then, even when the budget is cut, gender studies would continue — it
did continue. Even under those circumstances, a wonderful generation
of researchers were brought up. However, I don’t think we can generalize
from this experience even now.

—It is clear from global gender studies case that the targets of austerity
policies are related to gendered circumstances. But unlike the EU
experience, in Japan the response to the 2008 global financial crisis has
been exhaustive monetary easing and a fiscal spending policy, which
have given us a kind of bittersweet recognition. Gender research without
budgetary provisions has clear vision, it doesn’t stray from its definite
outline and goals. Needless to say, researchers carefully select research
topics and freely choose their analytical methodologies. The actual
substance of any guarantee of academic freedom is the total consent of

the researcher, from their topic and their methodology, to their
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conclusions and the critiques thereof. Since research is about exposing
the contents of your head, you cannot proceed without first satisfying
your own heart. Of course, you can rack up various “achievements.”
However, if there are enormous budgetary provisions, there is also a risk
that one’s “research topic” may be assigned, restricted, or directed. It is
doubtful that such “research topics” passed down from higher up can
be called “research” for the researchers. The problem, however, is how
to negotiate and break through the boundaries within such an
organization, dressed in illiberal democratic attire. There was a time
when both gender studies and also the IGS bitterly experienced the
honor of exclusion. However, if gender studies seems like it looks good
and can be used, and if it can be used as a way to improve an
international reputation, it will get a budget. But the budget itself does
not mean free and democratic social inclusion. Rather, what we need to
be most vigilant against are interventions into the content of research,
and the manipulation and reorganization of our research topics when
we receive funding. If it is public funding, freedom of research
must especially be guaranteed. It is precisely because we are overly
included, excessively embraced, by authority — authority that is budget-
constrained, illiberal, surrounded by larger forces but puts on a
democratic face — that we need to be cautious. This concept of excessive
inclusion — “super inclusion” — originates in a term used to analyze
modern financialization. It describes the excessive dependence on debt
that led to the subprime financial crisis. A situation in which no research
nor organization can exist independently of a budget constrained by a
fixed timeline and a theme could be called “social super inclusion.” “Free
research” under illiberal democracy is “free” under the limits of “social
super inclusion,” but the knowledge that exists in the field can draw the

boundaries for opposition.
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4 “The Failure of Neoliberalism” and the Polypore State

With the implementation of neoliberal policies, when a policy discourse
of fiscal austerity or budget cuts emerges, it does not actually mean that
austerity affects all equally. When the entire 100 percent becomes reduced to
80 percent, it does not mean a uniform 20 percent reduction across the board.
The question is what category that 20 percent reduction comes from. In other
words, “austerity” is policy of unbalanced reductions, fought out as a political
process, in which some sectors remain untouched while others are cut
altogether. The reason why social policies that address gender equality often
become the target of this political fight is because it often becomes an attempt
to recapture some standard of living once possible for people living in that
society. This is the “battlefield around social issues” and without this battle
people probably can’t make gains and truly enjoy them.

However, in order that people can make gains, there are reductions on the
basis of free decision making and to make these reductions an ideology of
arbitrary selection that nevertheless obscures its arbitrariness is necessary.
Although often dubbed “neoconservatism,” what has become prominent after
the 2008 global crisis has been the consequences of the fluctuations in the global
economy, namely the emergence of a new ideology in the wake of the “failure
of neoliberalism.”

In short, the backlash in the early 2000s was an attack on gender by a
restored neoconservative ideology that could not cope with globalization. This
movement, in spite of a national standard of living that had long shown signs
of breaking, lamented the “weak father’s absence and powerlessness” and
urged the rehabilitation of a lost gender order. This analysis was almost comical
in its anachronism, but it was also extremely raw and violent.

On the other hand, after the 2008 global financial crisis, especially from
2010 onward, the failure of neoliberalism has actually led to a more general
reduction in the value of human life, so we see more selective attitudes

regarding humans: the politics of exclusion and discrimination have been
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brought to the fore. People become discriminatory because they fear being
discriminated against. One fears becoming the first target of the reduced value
of human life. That fear is implicitly affirming, because it is sometimes
endorsed by the arbitrary nature of authority and allows for a modification of
the meanings of existing systems and their outcomes. In order to carry out the
arbitrary selections of authority, segregations into excluded and also “super
included” through budgetary measures and other political processes are
introduced. To obscure the arbitrariness of this, the aggressive discourse of
such segregations is more violent than ever.

I'll add that, today, after confirming that the two waves of gender backlash
since the 2000s are different in character, I'll have to rethink them both. In
response to the first backlash, in the early 2000s, as a way to end the
neoconservative attacks, we defined gender as “socially constructed sexual
differences.” We used such a binary discourse as a cobbled-together response
to the backlash, and to that end, it could be seen, at least on a rhetorical level,
as an approval to think of men and women in essentialist terms. We can try to
excuse such essentialism as a strategy. However, as Shimizu Akiko has argued,
in the early 2000s feminists could have seized the opportunity to re-examine
the binary concept of gender differences and they should have offered a
heartfelt welcome to those children who don't fit in the binary gendered
framework, those of diverse sexualities and of gender fluidity. The insufficient
response to the earlier backlash is at the root of today’s backlash. It has been
transformed into the violence of the essentialist discourse, revived precisely
because we postponed working through it.

For that reason, the question is why we see the residue of such essentialism
in the reappearance of a more aggressive and discriminatory ideology, and its
newly adopted guise, after the global financial crisis. The reorganization of the
Institute of Gender Studies in 2015 was designed to adapt to the Abe
administration’s slogan of “creating a society in which all women shine” and

the Act to Promote Women’s Empowerment. But as budgetary measures
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accompany the implementation of policies that extol “shining women,” gender
research is seeing reductions, and interventions make it more difficult to
pursue certain research topics.

Prof. Petd introduced us to a unique and interesting definition for nations
introducing this new ideology: she calls it the “polypore state.” In my opinion,
this polypore state takes over one aspect of the currently existing nation state
and then nests in it, multiplies itself in it, and ultimately corrodes it, achieving
its objectives by replacing existing systems and using them. Issues related to
gender are selected as targets to attack, and ideologies against gender equality
and of the family are used. It appears to be a return to the past, but is actually
a new phenomenon. In the polypore state, sexualism is strong, and in the
aspect of the connections made between public institutions funded by taxes
and privatized organizations, it also seems to be a widespread phenomenon.
The ideology now concealing the arbitrariness of this form of authority is
strengthening.

This leads to a society in which the arbitrariness of power supersedes the
law of national governance. This is by no means some ancient artifact. Rather,
this change in the state of national governance is a consequence of the
transnational economic activities of global capitalism. A situation has emerged
from modern law-based states in which global political and economic power
has been acquired by arbitrary few. This power is now de-nationalized. And
the ordinary people who live on the national and local level have to accept this
at the cost of a reduction in the value of human life. This is painful. We must
keep in mind that the transformation of how the national state is ruled is an

ongoing political issue.
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Special Contribution

Structurally Unsafe - Thoughts
on the University Today

Sonja DALE

Professor Petd’s account of the harassment of gender studies faculty and
the closure of university programs tells a harrowing tale of state control and
the regulation of ideas and knowledge, and one that we have seen repeated
throughout history and across cultures. However, in Professor Petd’s account
T'also feel a strong sense of optimism —one that comes across in how her faculty
responded, as well as the public support for the cause. The fact that political
activism was considered “cool” was also something that I found encouraging
in that it demonstrated how socially acceptable activism is and paints activism
as an activity that individuals participate in, rather than shy away from.

Professor Peté mentions that these happenings taught her who her enemies
and friends were, and it seems clear that there were friends in the university.
I'would like to consider today’s theme by considering when this is not the case.
That is to say, when the university is not your friend. The university today
possesses different meanings in different social contexts, and the relevance that
it has as a social institution certainly depends on the socio-economic context
in which it is located. In many parts of the world, universities today are
criticized for being neoliberal capitalist institutions that exploit non-tenured
faculty and implement unhealthy work patterns for full-time faculty through
the push for publications, that are concerned more with money than with
student welfare or education, that create and reinforce hierarchical power
structures which in turn lead to problems of harassment and violence on
campus. Although universities have served and in some contexts continue to

serve as crucial institutions for the creation and dissemination of thought,
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knowledge and social critique, I would like to consider what happens when
universities lose sight of this purpose. What happens when universities fail?
What are the options for not only academic freedom, but also, the welfare of
all of those involved in universities—faculty, staff, students —when universities
are no longer able to ensure our safety? Focusing on issues pertaining to gender
and sexuality and universities, I would like to consider and share an experience
of the negligence of student welfare in order to consider the state of some
universities in Japan and perhaps elsewhere, and then move on to consider
alternative sources of academic freedom, or more aptly the production and
dissemination of knowledge and ideas.

In recent years a spate of news stories has surfaced in Japan regarding
sexual violence as well as discrimination on university campuses. There has
been the shocking case of Tokyo Medical University, which admitted to
intentionally limiting the number of female students admitted through rigging
scores, demonstrating how universities can be corrupt social institutions that
serve to maintain discrimination rather than reduce it. What was remarkable
about this case was that many in academia also lamented that Tokyo Medical
University was most likely not the only institution involved in such meddling.
Some universities may not just be invested in keeping women out, but also
foster a culture that serves to put women and minorities in a vulnerable
position. There have been a number of cases of sexual violence against women
made public recently, involving prestigious schools such as Chiba University
and Keio University. The case of a Waseda University professor who sexually
harassed a graduate student was also recently made public, and information
released not only about the harassment, but also about how there was an active
effort on campus to silence the student. Although hearing about these
occurrences on campuses is disturbing and frustrating, we ought to laud the
fact that they are being discussed at all, and need to recognize that there are
many more cases which never make the light of day and remain hidden,

sometimes actively so by the institutions implicated.



Special Contribution : Structurally Unsafe - Thoughts on the University Today |

In 2015, a law school student from Hitotsubashi University, the university
where I worked up until the end of May, committed suicide on campus. It
emerged that the student had been outed as gay by a classmate of his. The
parents of the student filed a lawsuit against the university in 2016, and it was
only through watching the news that most of us at the university found out
about this incident. I will not discuss the specifics of the case, but rather the
overwhelming sense of indifference on campus that seemed to pervade
afterwards. A colleague and I took to organizing lunch meetings as well as
events on campus to ensure more queer visibility and discussion about
diversity issues on campus. We were helped in our efforts by a wonderful
group of students, many of whom said that they were unable to come out on
campus and, also, did not feel safe. I have heard so many stories from students.
A student who wanted to do research on LGBT issues was told that that was
not an appropriate study for research. The professor sent the student articles
about how being gay was a sickness after class (he also did the same for a
student who said she wanted to do a presentation about feminism). Another
gay student was at a dinner meeting with a professor who openly said that he
thought gay people were disgusting. Students have shared experiences of
homophobia and transphobia, misogyny, as well as racism on campus. There
are so many problems that exist on campus, many of them propagated by
university faculty. There are facilities on campus that are supposed to help
solve these issues —a harassment consultation center, for example —but
students who have had experience using these services say they don’t change
anything, while others believe from the outset that nothing will change and
refrain from even using these services. Clearly, the system is not working as it
is.

Despite the problems that pervade the university and the institutional
structure that clearly is not functioning, there seems to be little interest in
changing this and towards ensuring student welfare. Discussions focus on

improving university rankings, but not much thought (nor action) is given to
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the students and employees of universities and their quality of life. The current
university system encourages a sort of selfishness; to ensure one’s survival
through publications and academic activities, and in so doing not having time
for other issues.

Change can happen when people band together and work together, but
when the majority of people are unwilling to move then perhaps that signifies
an institution that one should instead move away from. I guess this is a
dilemma for discussion: Is trying to change the university environment a
worthwhile effort? Or, is it best for personal welfare to know when to walk
away and perhaps seek to effect change through other means? I also wish to
briefly bring up the issue of change and burden—in many cases, the people
who act are those directly affected by a specific issue. Women, minorities. Being
in a marginalized position is already a burden but being tasked with (or feeling
the responsibility of) trying to bring about change can sometimes be too much
to bear. How can we share the responsibility for social action?

Admittedly my experiences have left me a little critical of the university
as an institution. Many academics do work on discrimination and social justice,
yet fail to take action when something occurs in their own midst. How do you
battle indifference?

And so, I would like to end my comments by thinking outside of the
university. Today, knowledge has become more accessible than ever before,
and the production and exchange of ideas has expanded beyond academic
walls. Social media has become an invaluable resource, and events that bridge
society and the university are increasing in number. I feel more optimism in
thinking about the world outside of the university than about what is
happening inside. Professor Petd’s experiences were encouraging because of
the support she had not only from within the university, but from the larger
world as well. Indeed, thinking positively about these networks and how to
initiate change together is something I would like to further consider with

everyone today. I will end on this hopeful note!



Special Contribution
Reflections on the Political Background
of Gender Bashing

Yayo OKANO

[Translation: Chelsea SZENDI SCHIEDER]

In response to Professor Petd’s lecture, I will comment as one of the
plaintiffs in a case against a member of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) in the House of Representatives, Sugita Mio, which we filed at the Kyoto
District Court in February 2019.

I'am very interested in how the people gathered here today feel about the
national and social attacks on gender studies in Hungary and against Prof.
Pet6 that have been described here today. This is because here in Japan we
underwent fierce “gender bashing” about fifteen years ago, that attacked the
concept of gender, particularly the use of the term “gender free” in the
educational context." The events in which some members of the LDP put
political pressure on the government to stop “extreme sex education” and also
to end the use of “gender” remain fresh in our memory.?

And the legal case I will discuss now is also based on ongoing Japanese
politics.® Our current prime minister, Abe Shinzd, led the gender bashing
campaign fifteen years ago and was the chair of the team that led an

investigation into “extreme sex education.” As I will take up again later, shortly

For example, Yamatani Eriko, an LDP member of the House of Councilors, is famous for
her attack on sex education, and her political priorities even now circulate around
stopping “extreme” “pressure-free education” and “extreme” sex education, ending
“gender-free” education, implementing moral education and religious education. http://
www.yamatani-eriko.com/old/policy/index.html [visited on 1 September 2019].

For more on the debate on “gender free bashing” and the use of the term gender, see
Kimura (2005) and Ueno (2006)

3 See Okano (2015) for the interrelationship between the current constitutional reform,
historical revisionism, and the political situation surrounding gender studies and feminist
research.
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after he became a member of the House of Representatives in 1993, he joined
the “History and Review Committee” and in 1997 he became the secretary
general of the “National Congress of Young Legislators Thinking about Japan’s
Future and History Education” and began blatant political interventions and
attacks on history education.* Abe has now had the second-longest running
administration in postwar Japanese history, and his LDP boasts more than
two-thirds of the seats in the House of Representatives, needed to propose
constitutional revision. We began our legal trial in this political context.

Here I will briefly introduce the contents of our legal trial. I have shared
copies of our pamphlet for the “Joint Support Association” opposed to
congressional intervention into academic grants and against feminism
bashing.?

From April 2012 to 2017, I conducted collaborative research with the other
plaintiffs —Muta Kazue (Professor, Osaka University), Ida Kumiko (Professor
Emeritus, Osaka Prefectural University), and Furukubo Sakura (Associate
Professor, Osaka City University) —using a government grant on the theme of
“Bridges and Networking between Researchers and Activists to Contribute to
the Realization of a Gender Equal Society.” Our project had been approved for
funding after a rigorous review by the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science (JSPS), from which we received the grant (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research B). The impetus for our research was the realization that developing

research on gender and feminism often diverges from the actual experiences

4 On the political context of Abe’s political intervention regarding the “comfort women”

issue, Wada Hiroki, one of the people who called for the formation of the 1995 “Asian
Women’s Fund,” is a good resource (Wada 2015). In particular, how the current Prime
Minister Abe became the Deputy General Secretary for Parliamentary Association against
the Diet’s resolution fifty years after the end of war, who insisted on “no apology or
reflection,” and how he contributed to the growth of the Association suggest much to us
about the historical perception of Abe—then only a first-term politician—and his long-
running administration. Since that moment fifty years after the war, the number of LDP
lawmakers who will not allow any national resolution that recognizes the history of a
system of sexual slavery has rapidly increased (Ibid., esp. 112).

> For more on this, please see the associated website, which includes the details of the legal
complaint we filed: http://kaken.fem.jp/



Special Contribution : Reflections on the Political Background of Gender Bashing |

of women involved in citizen’s movements, and that such knowledge of this
research on gender and feminism may not have been utilized in such activism
and social movements. Our purpose was to revitalize feminist theory and
gender theory, which originated in the feminist movement, by linking it again
with contemporary women'’s activism in a society in which we seem to see
deepening gender disparity.

Incidentally, of all the Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research B awarded in
2012, two out of eighteen of the research topics featured gender research. We
pride ourselves on the recognition of the social and academic significance of
our research topic. In addition, I believe that we have achieved much to be
proud of over our four years of research.

Since, as I mentioned, the research title included “Bridges and Networking
between Researchers and Activists,” we did use our research funds to hold
symposiums and public events with women who were activists involved in
movements that opposed various policies undertaken by the Abe
administration: policies related to militarization in the name of state security,
the construction of US military base at Henoko in Okinawa, the restarting of
nuclear power plants, the destruction of the spirit of the current constitution
and an emphasis on family responsibilities through rewriting Article 24.
Assembly member Sugita Mio began to attack us because one such event was
written up in a newspaper. Our intent with these events was to understand, as
a research subject, the chronology of how a women’s movement could start,
issues of sexism within social movements, and also, what measures connect
women’s movements and build solidarity. Sugita, however, could only
understand this as an anti-Abe —and even unpatriotic—movement. She began
to declare that our research was nothing more than political agitating, and that
we misappropriated our funding, using it for political purposes.

One of the important themes that we considered in our research was that

¢ For example, you can find the results of our joint research here: https:/ir.library.osaka-u.
ac.jp/repo/ouka/all/67844/kakyousurufeminizm.pdf.
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of the Japanese imperial military’s use of “comfort women,” a topic on which
I have worked for many years, and that involves issues of violence against
women and of sexuality. We linked this to research that critically considered,
from a historical perspective, the fierce criticism that meets victims of sexual
violence in Japanese society.” Regarding this “comfort woman” issue, as I also
touched on earlier, Abe Shinzd has consistently asserted, ever since becoming
a member of the Diet, that there was no coercion—for women to act as sexual
slaves—because no materials that clearly give such an order has been found.®
Abe is the kind of politician one can call a “historical distortionist.” He made
Sugita Mio an LDP assembly member through the election system of
proportional representation. Although recognition of the Japanese “comfort
women” as a “system of sexual slavery” has gained consensus in the
international community, the remarks of assembly member Sugita have
repeatedly rejected the conclusions of the UN Human Rights Organization and
other global associations. What I want to emphasize here is that this rejection
of global consensus is the official view of the current Japanese government.’
Also, before her selection by the LDP, Sugita Mio stated in 2014 that—as a
member of the Party for Future Generations —“gender equality is an immoral
delusion that can never be realized.” And last summer, she published an article
that declared that LGBT people, since they don’t have children, are not
productive and disrupt the social order."

In response to assembly member Sugita Mio’s accusations —repeated in

For my basic position on the “comfort women” issue, see my article “The ‘Comfort
Women'’ Issue and Japan’s Democratization” (Okano 2015: Chapter 2).

As for Abe’s claims that there are no official materials that confirm coercion of “comfort
women,” see the records published by the study group, Association of Young Legislators
Thinking about Japan’s Future and History Education (1997). For example, in the military
tribunals concerning the Dutch-held East Indies, the Dutch government in 2007 demanded
an apology and criticized Abe by name for his minimizing of past atrocities.

For example, see the government response to reports and recommendations from the UN
Human Rights Commission, published by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, e.g. the response
to the 6th summary of the 2014 Freedom and Covenant Committee: https://www.mofa.
go.jp/mofaj/files/000101437.pdf

For criticism of this article, see Okano 2018.
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magazines, on television, and online—that our research is “fabrication” and
“misappropriates research funds,” and that it “supports political activities, not
research,” we sued her for defamation. At the same time, the background to
this legal case consists of the larger political currents we have discussed, in
particular, the hostility to constitutionalism that has emerged since 2012. I think
we need to also think about how this corresponds to the shocking political
attacks on gender studies in Hungary, and the changes brought about by
Orban’s government, symbolized by the 2013 passing of a constitutional
amendment by an overwhelming parliamentary majority.

Professor Petd touched upon the wider context in which gender studies
has been attacked and analyzed the characteristics of what she identifies as the
“polypore state.” The more it corrodes the core of the nation, the more it grows.
For those of us living in Japan, we may reflect on the Abe administration and
find that we can see here a government we can liken to a fungus that rots out
the core as it grows.

In order to kickstart a stagnant economy and a devastated labor market,
the government makes policies that burden each laborer but reduce per capita
productivity. While neglecting the poverty of women and children, they appeal
to morality and urge women to have more babies. Although the crisis of a
foundering Japan through the nuclear disaster at Fukushima was only
accidentally averted, we hear again the myth of safety asserted to support a
forced restart of nuclear power plants on a land even more fragile, while
residents are trained to evade the threat of incoming nuclear ballistic missiles
launched by neighboring countries with duck and cover drills. While they
disrespect the individual protected by the constitution, we also hear they
strongly oppose same-sex marriage because it is unconstitutional.

We could say that the nation of Japan is being rotted, rapidly, just now.
However, what I prefer to emphasize is that the imagination to live freely, and
the latent faculties each person should have, is being rotted out in Japanese

society. I believe that feminist research, historically and also now, has been
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research conducted not only to understand respectfully the potential
capabilities of women and other minorities that have been oppressed by the
nation and society, but also research to reclaim their power. Therefore, the Abe
administration seeks, through its denials of the voices of women who raise
their voices to reclaim respect regarding the “comfort women” issue in
particular, to demonstrate what kind of response one meets when challenging
authorities who parasitize the nation.

The current situation we see in Hungary has already begun in Japan.
Assembly member Sugita is an aberration, but if you are obsessed with only
those who seem like small examples you may lose sight of the propagation of
parasites in Japan so far, and how they have rotted the core. Through our legal
battle, I would like to make clear the original power through which assembly
member Sugita was created.

On this occasion, examining what Prof. Pet6 dubs the “polypore state” in
her presentation, I felt chills run down my spine, but I also feel encouraged by
her calls to solidarity in the midst of her own battles. In Japan as well, in the
lead-up to World War II, there were calls to preserve academic freedom
through risking life, and there were those who died doing so. This past is a bit
further back for us than in Hungary, which experienced Soviet totalitarianism,
and so is a past we can only relive through our history books.

I'would like to note one personal response to Prof. Petd’s keynote speech.
Certainly, even in Japan today, freedom of thought is being chipped away at.
Still, I don’t believe that feminists should ask themselves if they should die for
academic freedom. The readiness to die, from Heidegger onward, has been a
feature of humanity celebrated by patriarchal philosophy, and has been
mobilized to repress women as the symbols of life.

We must survive for the freedom of knowledge. Through these kinds of
symposiums, I would like to combat attacks on academic freedom while also
nurturing our collective wisdom about survival. “Comfort women” finally

achieved recognition as victims of a system of sexual slavery through
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international networks of women. I want to end my comments with hope, by
emphasizing that feminist research survives through forging networks. Thank

you for your attention.
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Special Contribution
Living for Scholarship and Slow Violence
in the Academy

Chelsea SZENDI SCHIEDER

Professor Andrea Pet6 closes her keynote with a provocative question to
consider: are we willing to die for the freedom of science? I have a hard time
demanding that any of us die for an idea, so I'd like to frame my brief
comments around the idea of living for scholarship, and the question of what
kind of scholarship.

In my response, I want to emphasize the link between: 1) the kind of
environment that Professor Pet6 identifies as a new “battlefield for socialization
in the Gramscian sense” in terms of facing off against a contemporary anti-
gender movement born at a moment of nationalist neoconservative responses
to the crisis of the global neoliberal order; and 2) the increasingly precarious,
increasingly neoliberal university context in which we attempt to formulate
our responses.

That is to say, there are different kinds of violence that we can face as
scholars. As Professor Petd discusses, we risk threats of violence from online
trolls when we publicly discuss our work, particularly when our work
emphasizes the constructed and hierarchical nature of what many would prefer
to understand as essential and “normal.” But we also work within university
contexts that often perform a slow violence upon the increasingly contingent
workforce that teaches and researches at those institutions. If the former
terrifies through the menace of hypervisible claims to violence, the latter wears
away at many of us and our colleagues hidden from view through slick
university websites, brochures, and also through a hustle culture in which we

feel the pressure to project our most “productive” (cruelly optimistic?) versions
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of ourselves.'

This often invisible and slow violence sometimes becomes rendered
visible, often prompted by the occasional high-profile tragedy that befalls a
precarious researcher. A recent example in Japan has been the suicide of
Nishimura Ryo on February 2, 2016, which led to some articles on the dire
employment situation for academics in Japan. An Asahi Shimbun article built
around Nishimura’s story pointed out the dramatically shrinking chances of
secure employment for academics in Japan since the early 1990s (“Researcher’s
suicide,” 2019).

A recent example in the United States has been the death of Thea Hunter
in December 2018, from a heart condition almost certainly aggravated by her
underemployment stresses and lack of access to healthcare as an adjunct. Thea
was close with many people I know (she got her PhD in the History Department
at Columbia University, as did I), and many of those people say that they had
no idea how much she was struggling. In a sense, that speaks also to the failing
health of academic communities under stress as well: many who knew Thea,
thought that they knew her well, said that they didn’t understand how much
her finances and her health were at risk. We all feel so busy ourselves, involved
in our own tasks, and it is not an easy atmosphere in which to admit weakness
when we have become conditioned to understand our failures as failures of
our intellect, not of the system.

In many ways, I feel conflicted about the posthumous articles about both
Nishimura and Hunter, which often reveal intimate details about their
struggles that I think they worked very hard to conceal. It is uncomfortable to
witness the public exposure of their personal cases, although I understand that
their cases can help us expose the shameful conditions under which many
researchers labor: financial difficulties that make it impossible to conduct the

research needed for advancement, teaching to undergraduates who often have

' Iemploy the term “cruel optimism” in the sense that Lauren Berlant means it: as desire

for something actually harmful, and as a central affect of neoliberal society (Berlant, 2011).



Special Contribution : Living for Scholarship and Slow Violence in the Academy |

no idea about the stratified employment at their institutions, and a wage pieced
together from gigs at several institutions — gigs that could go through at any
given semester. In the United States form of employment also precludes access
to affordable healthcare.

However, the individual specificity of their cases also helps us think about
how precarity is unevenly distributed. Nishimura and Hunter were both
academic women, and the circumstances of their academic troubles were
shaped by their experiences as women.

In the Asahi Shimbun article on Nishimura Ryo, one academic noted that
the hiring process may have been particularly difficult for her as a woman
(“Researcher’s suicide,” 2019). Apparently, Nishimura figured that getting
married would “open an emergency door” (as she told her parents), which fits
in with the dominant heteronormative framing of marriage as a private form
of a social safety net for women in Japan. It didn’t work, and the night of the
day on which she filed her divorce papers she killed herself.

A recent research article on the effects of non-regular work on women’s
health noted that, at 52%, “the rate of non-regular employment for researchers
in universities and research institutions is higher than that for general workers”
(Inoue, Nishikitani, and Tsurugano, 2016, p. 8). But the data also suggests “that
the majority of female researchers work their entire career in precarious
employment situations such as part-time lecturing and postdoctoral
fellowships” (Inoue, Nishikitani, and Tsurugano, 2016, p. 9). While universities
in Japan do hire a relatively high rate of female researchers, “the proportion
of permanent employees who are women declines with higher job
classifications: 31.6% of lecturers, 23.2% of associate professors, and 15% of
professors are women” (Inoue, Nishikitani, and Tsurugano, 2016, p. 8-9).
Surveys by Union of University Part-Time Lecturers in Japan also found that,
“the majority of female part-time lecturers held multiple fragmented jobs to
maintain their careers” (Inoue, Nishikitani, and Tsurugano, 2016, p. 9). In short,

over half of academic workers in Japan work without long-term job security,
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and very few female academic workers make it into the higher ranks of
university departments.

The study concluded that female part-time workers in academia faced
issues similar to women in precarious employment in other fields
(“psychosomatic stress resulting from life events such as marriage and
childbirth, and poor social security”), but also “several interacting factors are
thought to be relevant to the specific situation of researchers. These include:
the lack of a secure, favorable research environment, which directly affects the
ability to plan a career trajectory; the disturbing lack of transparency in human
resources and exclusive employment systems for researchers; and, the
prevalence of overt gender discrimination in the male-centric ‘research
community’ (at least, many female researchers feel this way)” (Inoue,
Nishikitani, and Tsurugano, 2016, p. 10). The researchers concluded that there
is a strongly gendered dynamic to the experience of precarity in academia, in
which stresses common among women in precarious employment are
compounded for women in academia by a masculinist culture. Since academic
reputations and careers are built not only on the day-to-day administrative
tasks of an academic job, but also through planning, conducting, and
publishing one’s own research, a lack of support for one’s research in terms of

1y

stability and also a “male-centric ‘research community’” almost certainly
contributes to the decreasing percentage of women who work their way into
the highest academic ranks.

In the case of Thea Hunter in the United States, Hunter was an African-
American woman. Although there is an idea one hears sometimes that the only
people who get jobs in academia in the United States now are those who can
improve the diversity profile of a university faculty, the truth is that while
previously marginalized groups now have more access to academic training
and work, a 2016 report on faculty diversity from the TIAA Institute also noted

that at the same time “the opportunity structure for academic careers has been

turned on its head” — secure employment is more and more rare (Harris, 2019).
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That means that the percentage of underrepresented minorities who work
in academia overall has increased, but the rates at which it has increased is
very different depending on if the work is secure or not. Underrepresented
minorities in full-time tenure-track positions went up 30 percent, but their
employment in non-tenure-track part-time positions went up much more: by
230 percent (Harris, 2019).

These individual stories need to be positioned within the larger structures
of academia, and we need to formulate collective responses to the kind of slow
violence from which both Nishimura and Hunter died — a violence I believe is
connected to the more general devaluing of education in a context in which
political ideologies win out over critical thinking and in which the value of a
human is defined by their contribution to some economic standard or ideal.
This means that we need to think about academia as a workplace, and how to
protect academics as workers. This also means that we have already certain
tools available to us that have been forged by labor movements in their long
history: collective organization and bargaining, for example.

It is interesting that Professor Pet6 mentions an 18 November 2018
information and solidarity strike in Budapest as an event that forced a wider
conversation about gender studies. A strike interrupts flows of what those in
power see as critical: a strike contains the potential to disrupt economy and
money in a way that, as Professor Pet6 pointed out, petitions, signatures, public
protests do not. Indeed, when I first met her in October 2018 in Budapest and
suggested drafting some kind of letter or petition of solidarity with academics
in Japan, she rejected that as a relatively toothless action. She emphasized
strengthening networks and sharing information and strategies for action. This
symposium is an attempt to act on her advice.

The strike is a labor-based strategy for collective demands. I'd like to urge
us to think about the status of the universities — about our own work and our
workplaces — and how they figure both in the larger, global political context

of what the Academics for Peace Germany call “the scientific truth-shadowing
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of the extreme right,” and which they also identify as linked with various kinds
of precarity — kinds of precarity that, as scholars of gender, we have an
obligation to witness, critique, and fight (“Workshop on precarious academia
in Frankfurt,” 2019).

Part of this work is sharing our stories and building critiques and strategies
together. I'm interested in how Prof. Petd’s framework of the polypore state
might be something to interrogate the formulation of the contemporary
Japanese state, which also seems — like Hungary — to wed right-wing cultural
politics and values with neoliberal economic interests: whereas a common
critique of liberalism (as historically conceived and frequently still
implemented) is that its insistence upon individual liberties undervalues
collectives and communities and conflates social freedoms with the existence
of a “free market,” the reconfigurations we see today in Orban’s “illiberal
democracy” or in Abe’s free-market evolution with far-right roots are
responding to neoliberal excesses (which should be countered), but their
reactions insist upon reaffirming “traditional” national and family values
(familialism and security) while also freeing the market. They advocate for
implementation of strong governance in some senses (state security), and a
hollowing-out of government (regulation, oversight, welfare) in other senses.

So what is our role—as workers within a workplace both critical to
knowledge formation and implicated in social hierarchies —within this larger
context? How can we forge international solidarities but also local solidarities
across rank and the full-time/part-time academic divide? I think it makes sense
to try to understand this issue in academia as scholars of gender, and to think
about how gendered ideologies intersect with these and other hierarchies to
push through reactionary political agendas. And I think we can understand
the actions of the Hungarian government as a kind of acknowledgement of the
potential danger we may pose to states and institutions that would like to
obscure and mystify their actions as a return to “traditional values.” I hope

that our collective discussions here can open up onto more collective projects
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and discussions that don't just demand more work of us, but also support us

and make it possible for us to live for our scholarship.
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Special Contribution
From Backlash to Online Trans-Exclusionism:
Response to the Lecture by Prof. Petd

Akiko SHIMIZU

First of all, I'd like to express my gratitude to Prof. Ikoma and CGS for
inviting me to participate in this symposium. It’s a pleasure to have an
opportunity to hear the lecture by Prof. Pet6 and to exchange our thoughts and
ideas regarding the at once global and specifically local anti-gender movements
and the increasingly threatened —and as I'd like to point out in my response,
also mistreated and abused —notion of academic freedom.

Since I am not qualified to comment on the Hungarian situation, I would
like to talk about the situation we have been facing in Japan. I thought I should
comment on what has been happening a bit closer to “home”: that is,
controversies and conflicts within and among feminist communities.

I will be touching on three issues: first, the backlash in Japan against
feminisms and women’s movements in the noughties, focusing on how
feminists dealt with the threat (or more precisely, how we failed to deal
properly with the threat); second, the on-going trans-exclusionism in the
Japanese twittersphere and beyond, which in my view could be understood
as an unexpected but at the same time predictable legacy of feminist reaction
to the backlash fifteen years ago; third, the principle of academic freedom put
forward not only by feminist academics but also against them, as observed
around conflicts among feminists over trans-exclusionism (or transgenderism,
depending on which side of the debate you are) in the UK.

Let me start by looking back at the backlash in the early noughties in Japan
against feminisms, women’s movements and gender studies. The backlash

started as a response from moral conservatives to the Basic Act for Gender
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Equal Society, which came into force in 1999, and lasted till the mid noughties.
What was remarkable about this gender backlash in Japan is that it was just as
blatantly and systematically led by the national government as it was fueled
and upheld by the grass-root moral/religious conservatives who are the major
constituency of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. In this sense, it was
arguably a strangely premature version of the “anti-gender” movements that
we currently see elsewhere in the world as well. And just like the present “anti-
gender” movements, one of the main battlefields of the backlash was the field
of education and research.

In 2002, Yamatani Eriko, an extreme-right politician who later served in
multiple ministerial positions, criticized in the Diet a booklet for junior high
schoolers, titled Love and Body Book for Adolescents, for “promoting”
contraceptive pills. Yamatani later claimed that the booklet “promotes free-sex
among junior high schoolers.” In 2003, the conservatives shifted the focus to
the sex education that had been specially developed in a school in Tokyo for
children with mental/intellectual disabilities. Conservative members of the
Metropolitan Assembly attacked the school for promoting “extreme and
inappropriate” sex education, which they argued (inaccurately) as based on a
“radicalized ideology of gender-free,” resulting in a mass disciplinary action
against staff members. In 2005, a “project team for investigating the actual state
of the extremely radical sex education and gender-free education” was formed
by the ruling LDP. The project team, with Yamatani as the director general and
Abe Shinzo, the current Japanese Prime Minister, as the chairperson, went as
far as to suggest that the government should not use the word “gender”
because “the definition of the term is not clear enough” and because “gender
studies denies sexual differences, holds negative views of marriage and family
and attempts to destroy the culture.” It would be useful to point out that the
far-right, hyper-nationalistic, and anti-feminist moral/religious conservatism
of the current government is directly and clearly traceable to this era.

What I would like to point out today, however, is not the backlash itself
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but the way feminist and/or gender studies reacted to it. In attacking feminist
movements and gender studies, the backlashers chose the spot they thought
was the most controversial and “scandalous” to the general public, and as such
the most divisive for the feminist communities: the issues of sexual and gender
minorities. And, sadly, they chose right.

The backlashers claimed that feminists and the advocates for “gender-free
movements” were denying sexual difference, creating a new generation of
gender-confused, bisexual children, and to destroy families. Oh my god, how
scandalous! Now, obviously this was a false claim. The feminists and women’s
movements were not always trying to deny sexual difference, even though it
may be true that some of us were working on undermining the patriarchal
“family” system. And when it comes to creating a whole new generation of
gender-fluid and bisexual children, unfortunately that was simply beyond our
capacity.

Still, when the mainstream feminist and women'’s groups quickly and
emphatically denied the claim, repeatedly stressing that “feminists denying or
questioning sexual difference is a groundless rumor spread by the backlashers”
or that “our way is not going to create androgynous or bisexual kids,” instead
of owning up to it and claiming that feminism could question the binary
notions of sexual difference, or stating that we see no problem in having more
gender-fluid and/or bisexual kids in society, they effectively failed gender and
sexual minorities. This was especially clear when, trying to argue against the
backlashers’ claim that feminism and “gender-free” movement negate
“B 5 L & manliness” and “7Z 5 L & womanliness” (that is, qualities and
characteristics that are expected from men and women respectively and that
fit the respective gendered role they are supposed to play), mainstream
feminist academics and activists kept stressing that they would not do such
things. These claims did not only undermine the long-lasting feminist criticism
of gender roles, but also showed very little concern for queer people, many of

whom have been disciplined, ridiculed or reproached for not being manly or
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womanly enough in one way or another. Critical voices against this mainstream
feminist defense were never properly heard, however, and sometimes even
criticized for being “divisive” of feminist movements when they had to unite
and fight back.

In order to focus on survival in the difficult political climate of the
backlash, mainstream feminism in Japan in the early noughties sacrificed
intersectionality and thus failed feminism. We could argue that this was at least
part of the reason why, when “LGBT” became slightly more fashionable and
various LGBTQ activisms started to rise again in Japan in the last decade,
feminism could not play a major role and almost seems like it has been left
behind.

After the worst storm of the backlash had passed, however, feminist and
gender studies in Japan never truly recognized and reflected on this failure.
We just moved on. Fifteen years forward, and my second topic is about an on-
going conflict in the Japanese twittersphere about transgender rights. This is
a conflict between the group of women, some feminists, who argue that trans
women are threatening their rights and safety, and those of us who argue for
a more intersectional and therefore trans-inclusive feminism. The trans-
exclusionary and trans-phobic claims by women and feminists became
increasingly noticeable in the Japanese twittersphere last autumn (autumn
2018), when one of the leading women'’s universities in Japan announced that
it would accept applications from transgender girls (most of whom, under
current Japanese law, cannot have changed their legal gender status because
of their age, and therefore are “male” on paper at the time of application). The
trans-exclusionists claim that this is part of a trend of misogynous
transgenderism that seeks to invade women'’s space, threaten women'’s safety,
and usurp women'’s hard-earned rights and opportunities.

Which are, in fact, hard-earned. Or more precisely, we have been working
really hard to realize equal rights and opportunities for women, and the truth

is, we are struggling to keep what we have earned. The government under PM



Special Contribution : From Backlash to Online Trans-Exclusionism |

Abe has been quite successfully pushing their moral conservative agenda,
upholding what they call the “traditional” family where a Mom would take
care of kids (hopefully three or more, according to a former Olympics minister)
and Dad and the elderlies, even as women are getting more and more
exhausted from and frustrated with the misogyny of this society. And this is
exactly what the trans-exclusionists hold up as the reason for prioritizing the
majority cis-gendered women and opposing trans rights. “Women are so
oppressed, so discriminated against and suffering from inequality,” they argue.
“Asking women (i.e. cis-women) to accept and care for those who have grown
up enjoying the male privilege, asking women to share what little rights and
opportunities they’ve earned for themselves with trans folks, is in itself a form
of misogyny.”

In the Japanese twittersphere, where the majority of “feminist” accounts
are anonymous (i.e. their account name is not traceable to who they really are),
this strategy to appeal to women’s fear of sexual harassment and violence, and
to their anger and resentment towards the misogynous society, mould it into
the kind of hateful anger that women are not usually allowed to express, and
re-direct it towards trans women has so far proven to be effective. Some
estimate the number of active trans-antagonist twitter accounts to have come
up to about 1000, which is not a small number considering they have only
become visible for a year or so, and considering how few “feminists” accounts
you could find anyway in the Japanese twittersphere.

In other words, the sentiments incited to mobilize the current online attack
on trans women by mainly cis-women and feminists is not far from that behind
the excuse put forward by mainstream feminisms and gender studies in the
early noughties to put off issues of minority women: fear, anger and the
heightened defensiveness triggered by them. There has not been any extensive
research on how trans-antagonism has spread in the Japanese twittersphere,
who the main instigators were and how they operated. Still, it may be safe to

say that, despite how widely the word “TERF (trans exclusionary radical
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feminist) has spread and expanded its meaning in the course, in Japan it is not
“radical feminists” who constitute the majority of these people (which is of
little surprise, seeing how radical feminism itself has hardly survived in Japan).
While it is true that some of the main instigators appear to feel a certain affinity
to radical feminists’ ideas, for the majority of the online trans-antagonists, it
was never the ideas that attracted them to the “cause” of defending women. It
was fear, anger and the urgently felt need to defend themselves.

What I find profoundly ironical is that some of these trans-antagonist
“feminists” have started to seek alliance with anyone with similar views: and
not surprisingly, those who are most eager and willing to warn against the
“threat of transgenderism” are the moral conservatives and the ruling LDP
government supported by them. In fact, some of the trans-antagonist “feminist”
accounts have started to argue that they have no other choice but to support
the LDP and the moral conservative’s view as more agreeable to “ordinary
women.” At the same time, other accounts have suggested that the real source
of concern is the radicalized transgenderism which they say is pushing
ordinary women too far and is likely to invite the backlash against feminism
and against women and transsexual people. In other words, we have two
opposing arguments, one clearly supporting the moral conservatives’ view, the
other expressing concern about the moral conservatives and a possible
backlash. Both of them claim to protect ordinary women, whom they argue
are put under threat one way or another because of trans rights. Both of them,
moreover, are the direct descendants of the backlash in the noughties: the
former blatantly repeats and supports the anti-trans sentiment used as a tool
to attack feminism; and the latter repeats the gesture of cutting off the “weakest
link” to defend against the backlash.

As a result of the historical failure of feminist movements in the noughties
to become more inclusive and build a coalition with difference among women,
we are still facing the same danger as we did fifteen years ago of narrowing

the scope of feminism by cutting off minority women, but this time, on top of
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that, we are also losing women to moral conservatives.

This conflict between trans-exclusionary and trans-inclusive feminists (or
between “gender critical feminists” and “trans rights activists,” depending on
which side you are) is, in a way similar to the global anti-gender movements,
essentially a transnational one. I will finish my comment with a quick reference
to the debate on “academic freedom” outside Japan that has taken place around
precisely this kind of conflict among feminists.

Last October, The Guardian published a letter by a group of 54 academics,
many if not all of them feminists, claiming that they are under “ideologically
driven attack” because of their academic work on transgender issues, and in
need of protection. Students at various British universities have been rallying
against speakers they regard as “transphobic,” while those criticized have been
arguing that it is not transphobic to investigate transgender issues from a range
of critical academic perspectives and that they are being unjustly silenced.

Could we understand this as a conundrum where a feminist effort for a
safer and more inclusive academic environment gets set up against another
feminist effort to open up the space for a less restrained and more critical
investigation of the normative ideas regarding sex, gender and bodies? Is this
a matter of academic freedom or a matter of social justice and fight against
discrimination? Or, to complicate the topic of today’s symposium: how should
we, as feminist academics, navigate the discussion about academic freedom
and gender studies in the face of state-operated anti-gender movements, when
we also have crucial and critical differences and conflicts within ourselves,
which could not be put off or set aside and yet could easily be manipulated

and abused as they are by the anti-gender movements?
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Special Contribution
Negativity and Hope, or Addressing Gender and

Race in Japanese Studies
Grace En-Yi TING

In my response to Dr. Andrea Petd’s talk on the gender studies ban in
Hungary, I would like to address the need to continue troubling gender and
race in Anglo-American Japanese studies. An obvious contrast exists between
my paper and the other responses: while they mostly concern problems of
Japan and Japanese institutions, mine involves the space of Anglo-American
Japanese studies, often geographically located “outside” Japan and part of the
post-World War Two history of area studies in the United States—to outsiders,
what might appear to be peculiar configurations of gender and race despite
their continued violence in shaping the field. As a Japanese literary and cultural
studies scholar educated in the United States, I bring up concerns specific to
my field because powerful solidarity can begin with knowledge of what is
taking place “elsewhere” or “over there.”

Building on Shu-mei Shih’s (2019) argument for rethinking the distance
between “there” and “here” to racialize area studies, I want to suggest that we
rethink the normalization of such distances with Japanese studies alongside
questions of how we relate to each other as gender studies scholars. As a
Taiwanese American doing queer feminist readings of Japanese texts, preparing
to teach gender studies in Hong Kong, I am often working out what it means
to do feminist and queer work across contexts differing dramatically in racial
politics as well as in disciplinary and institutional histories. I also reflect upon
how this question relates to my own ways of finding sustenance and
negotiating survival under shifting circumstances, and the mutating

entanglements of minority status and privilege that I embody in my gendered,
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queer, and racial otherness, elite education, and other forms of mobility.

This talk is an invitation to gender studies scholars to stop in our daily
routines, to shift gears, to listen to these stories from “over there” as part of
today’s reflection upon feminist solidarity. As Dr. Pet&’s story makes clear,
survival is about institutional presence, but arguably, it is also about
transforming the nature of something firmly embedded, about problems in the
past that actually still require work in the present. As an interviewee of Sara
Ahmed put it, “Diversity is like a big shiny red apple...it all looks wonderful,
but if you actually cut into that apple there’s a rotten core in there and you
know that it’s actually all rotting away and it’s not actually being addressed”
(Ahmed, 2017, p. 102). Following, my narrative of negativity and hope is my
way of cutting into the apple.

Dr. Pet6 mentions the harassment of gender studies scholars by strangers
on the street and anti-feminists on the Internet, suggesting cases where the
oppression of feminists means the threat of physical violence. In daily life,
however, there is not just “hate,” what is so obvious in Dr. Petd’s account, but
also slower, banal oppression that closes off opportunities for radical research
or keeps certain bodies out of the academy.

Following, I take two main points of entry into problems of gender in the
context of Anglo-American Japanese studies. The first concerns the state of
gender-related research, and the second relates to gender in the spaces of the
academy. Noticeably, my account does not remain fixed upon “gender” as an
artificially isolated factor but takes as its object intersections of gender, race,
and other forms of difference. While I refer generally to Japanese studies, my
narrative originates largely in my perspective, specifically as a Japanese literary
and cultural studies scholar educated in the United States.

At the March 2019 Association of Asian Studies (AAS) meeting in Denver,
Colorado, a panel on the “Death of Japanese Studies” drew a large crowd for
a discussion on shrinking departments, the lack of tenure-track lines, reduced

interest in Japanese language, competition from Chinese and Korean studies,
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and so on. On the one hand, the inflated language of the panel should be seen
as a gimmick feeding upon long-existing anxieties concerning the life of area
studies, as well as recent ones occasioned by the rise of China.

Nevertheless, if we agree with the premise that Japanese studies is
struggling at least, I propose that this crisis prompt not only the discussion of
tactics for dealing with the corporatization of the academy, but also self-critique
within Japanese studies regarding problems of gender and race acknowledged
informally, but rarely in formal venues of research and writing. In short, how
might we argue that Japanese studies has become antiquated due to its own
problematic histories and tendencies? What or whose “death” is being
acknowledged here? Meanwhile, how does such a framing block out the
existence of problems that continue to drag on, or “live” on in Japanese studies?

First, it seems safe to briefly state that work on gender—if equated with
research on women, women’s writing, and so on—has largely been normalized
in Japanese studies. For example, also in March 2019, the UCLA/Waseda
University Yanai Symposium “The Woman in the Story” brought together
scholars from history, literary studies, and other humanities fields in Japanese
studies, showcasing an impressive roster of senior scholars instrumental in
raising the visibility of women’s issues with understandably celebratory
overtones regarding these achievements.

Despite the strengths of the event, few queer and intersectional papers
appeared in the program, with clear tensions arising between participants
sensitive to such a lack and those less so. Diverging sharply from other
perspectives, Rajyashree Pandey’s call to reflect upon assumptions of “agency”
had the potential to stimulate theoretical engagement with questions
surrounding female/feminist agency that spoke to issues at the heart of the
event. However, participants awkwardly stepped around this critique, such as
when one person offered a “trigger warning” as a joke before using the word.
Meanwhile, Japanese studies arguably continues to lack awareness concerning

both intersectional approaches and queer ones, if we consider “queer” in its
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more radical political implications, not simply shorthand for LGBT identities.
Partly due to a sense that Japan is “there,” not “here,” theoretical contributions
of Anglo-American gender studies, queer studies, and ethnic studies are
sometimes dismissed as too U.S.-centric and have not been easy to absorb into
Japanese studies.

If we address gender and other questions of difference outside of
scholarship, in both institutional and informal spaces making up Japanese
studies, there is an equally mixed sense of how successful the field has been.

Outside of Japanese studies, considerable research in English shows
evidence of problems faced by women and people of color in the academy. The
sources gathered in Danica Savonick and Cathy N. Davidson’s (2017) online
bibliography on “Gender Bias in Academe” include problems of bias related
to the classroom, publishing, citation, funding, hiring, and retention in
graduate programs and the academy at large. Troy Vettese’s “Sexism in the
Academy” (2019), a recent article in #+1, mentions many of the same issues—
in addition to those above, sexual harassment, assumptions of male
“brilliance,” lack of credit for authorship, and other problems that female,
non-white scholars such as myself do not consider to be news at all.

At the 2019 AAS conference, an equally packed discussion of #MeToo in
Asian studies took place at the meeting of the Gender Equality in Asian Studies
Group. The opening of Asian studies to conversations surrounding #MeToo—
in Japanese studies, particularly through the interventions of historian Amy
Stanley with her article “Writing the History of Sexual Assault in the Age of
#MeToo” (2018) and public presentations based on the same piece —is highly
welcome and must continue to take place.

At the same time, such activism must not rely upon self-congratulatory
tones assuming an undivided front. Instead, it must open itself to conflict and
criticism, including uncollegial forms of anger from other women and
minorities, and recognition of what is nof being said by voices consigned to the

periphery. As a participant at the UCLA/Waseda symposium, I was moved by
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reminders of the intense struggle of earlier generations of women scholars
working on gender across Japanese studies, but simultaneously found myself
reflecting upon how personal experiences of sexism might make it difficult to
recognize one’s own shifting place in gendered, racialized dynamics of power
within the academy. One of the most painful, yet familiar experiences for a
junior female scholar is the crystal-clear flash of recognition when once again
faced with condescension in another woman’s gaze or tone, or serious forms
of verbal harassment and professional obstacles. Japanese studies must
recognize and confront power harassment often directed by women at other
women. This includes addressing romanticized notions of female/feminist
solidarity that serve to perpetuate hierarchical violence through denial of how
experiences are inflected by race, sexuality, class, and other forms of difference.

We need to recall that the founding of Japanese studies depended upon
racialized, gendered forms of desire. In “Postcoloniality’s Unconscious/Area
Studies’ Desire,” Harry Harootunian points to the pattern of male (presumably
often white) Japan studies scholars “driven by the desire to gain entry in order
to penetrate and thus grasp the concealed secrets of native knowledge and
sensibility” (2002, p. 161-162), often doing so by possessing Japanese “wives
who could double as native informants” (2002, p. 162). Referring to earlier
critiques by Harootunian, Masao Miyoshi, and Naoki Sakai, Shih (2019)
illustrates how the continued desire to possess Asia surfaces as antipathy
towards ethnic studies, particularly Asian American studies, usually populated
by Asian Americans. This anxiety can be described by the question, “who is
better equipped to explain Asian culture, the Asian area experts or the Asian
Americanists, who actually, or merely, look Asian?” (Shih, 2019, p. 40).

It is understandably unpleasant to feel accused of being the sort of
Orientalist described by Rey Chow as “[remaining] blind to their own
exploitativeness as they make ‘the East’ their career” (2010, p. 41). Japanese
studies scholars might assume that general knowledge of the shameful past of

Japanese studies means that there is no reason for continued shame in the

71



72

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

present, even as problems live on. For example, Japanese literary studies
scholars James Fujii (2014, p. 195) and Alan Tansman (2002, p. 13) have
commented briefly upon the historically feminized role of Japanese language
instructors, in that Japanese language instruction has largely been a task for
(mostly Japanese) women as opposed to the more elite work of teaching
“content” courses on Japan, a dynamic continuing in the present. I have heard
white male colleagues bring up the “native informant” role of Japanese female
romantic partners in Japanese studies as a joke, as if this speech act exempts
them from any sticky complicity. Recently found guilty of sexual harassment,
Tansman is a clear example of how passing acknowledgment of structural
discrimination has little to do with genuine commitment to anti-sexist or anti-
racist purposes.

Here, I was reminded of a 2017 article by Japanese literary scholar Damian
Flanagan in The Japan Times, titled “How a love of Japan led me to stop dating
its women,” in which he explains in self-satisfied tones his “love affair with
Japan” that surprisingly does not currently involve relationships with Japanese
women, referencing past experience not only with Japanese women, but also
women from the Philippines, China, Korea, Thailand, and Nepal. Checking
the archives of The Japan Times, I saw that he has gone on to write numerous
articles and reviews, including a book review for the recent edited volume
Rethinking Japanese Feminisms (2019). The extreme irony makes this case an
exemplary example of how arrogance might compel a Japanese studies scholar
to think that he or she is “past” these problems, and how —in the name of
civility and collegiality —the field of Japanese studies, and the academy at
large, comfortably enfolds privileged members known for such indiscretions.

Touching upon tensions among scholars working on women and gender,
#MeToo and power harassment as the “elephant in the room,” and the
continued problematics of desire in Japanese studies, I outline issues troubling
my field that still wait to be seriously addressed in public, formal venues, not

only with informal outlets consisting of self-deprecating humor—by those
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comfortable in their roles as allies—or gossip, despite my own personal
appreciation of the latter in helping with psychic and professional survival in
the academy:.

When I reached out to a range of both senior and junior colleagues to ask
for sources related to Japanese studies, it seemed telling that several
recommended work by Chow and Shih; arguably, this reflects not only the
relevance of Chinese studies to Japanese studies, or the more generalized
problems of Asian/area studies, but also a dearth in self-reflexive writing
engaging with problems of gender and race for the field of Japanese studies.
Almost two decades ago, Miyoshi and Harootunian’s Learning Places (2002)
was a major achievement in its critique of Japanese studies and area studies at
large—the question is, who will continue to take up this critique and extend it
in terms of critical feminist and queer perspectives for Japanese studies?

Recently, I was stunned by Gutiérrez y Muhs et al.’s Presumed Incompetent
(2012), a forceful collection of first-person accounts from women of color
working in the U.S. academy, brimming over with anger over sexism, racism,
and classism. We can only imagine similar sorts of rage exploding in accounts
coming from Japanese studies, in which people of color —particularly non-
Japanese or non-Asian—and queer people —especially those who are not gay
white men—are still few and far between. In an atmosphere of justified
hopelessness over the academic job market, perhaps I should not have been
surprised to learn about colleagues complaining of reverse discrimination.
Indeed, there might be the attraction of interviewing (if not hiring) a job
candidate who fulfills one or more check boxes for diversity: woman, person
of color, feminist or queer work, or (possibly) actually queer. But this sense of
victimhood ignores the continued absence of “others” in a field still white- and
male-dominated, and the psychic realities of shame, pain, and isolation for
tokenized minorities.

If those outside of Japanese studies remain unaware of problems such as

those I have addressed, they nonetheless view the field in ways indicating the
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struggle of Japanese studies to reimagine and recreate itself as a field with a
critical edge that contributes to social justice in a climate of rampant racism,
sexism, xenophobia, and general hate in the United States today.

As a visiting faculty member at liberal arts colleges in the United States, I
encountered students swept up in a desire for knowledge and tools with which
to battle social injustice. Many students, however, never looked towards
Japanese studies for such support. Despite increasing scholarly work dealing
with racism, class, and sexism in Japan, most American students still access
Japan through respectful appreciation of a different culture “over there.” Small
Japanese programs emphasize a tight-knit community built around immersive
language practice and cultural activities such as making rice balls. U.S. gender
studies programs, too, have little interest in hiring specialists on Japan over
those working on race relations in the U.S. or the Global South.

The perception is that Japan and Japanese studies scholars are not
political —instead, we remain at a remove from radical thought or politics. This
is in part a misconception, but also a reality related to the racialized, gendered
postwar legacy of Japanese studies, which we have not left behind in the past.
Dr. Petd’s keynote was about the survival of a gender studies program; my
response is about the survival of radical queer and feminist work, and scholars
needed to transform the gendered and racialized status quo of Japanese
studies, or how both must be better nurtured in order to create a better field.
I have been told by colleagues that unseemly critique of my own field makes
me similar to a religious cult member, or delusional. But my observations are
part of an ongoing attempt to make visible structural dynamics of gender, race,
sexuality, and other forms of difference that need to be addressed alongside
the more perfunctory encouragement of work on gender in Japanese studies.

I have focused on outlining the situation in Anglo-American Japanese
studies, but what happens if we return to my initial proposal that we develop
feminist solidarity construing differently the distance between “here” and

“there?”
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First, as Chelsea Schieder also suggests, there can be no mention of
solidarity in the academy before acknowledging the reality of job precarity for
scholars in the United States, Japan, and elsewhere. A recent Asahi Shimbun
article on the 2016 suicide of Buddhism scholar Nishimura Ryo comments upon
the particularly dire circumstances for humanities scholars in Japan. After her
failure for over a decade to carve out a place in the academy, Nishimura’s
sudden attempt to marry —in order to secure a more conventionally legible,
plausible future—shows a particularly gendered form of desperation in the
context of an academy for which it appears doubtful whether “the hiring
process, particularly for female candidates, is fair and just” (Komiyama et al.,
2019).

Appearing around the same time in The Atlantic, the story of historian Thea
Hunter —who struggled for years before dying at the end of 2018 without
health insurance —is one that speaks strongly to the racialized and gendered
precarity of a black woman in the U.S. academy, where about three-quarters
of faculty are now nontenured (Harris, 2019). Any belief in reverse
discrimination should be dispelled by statistics showing that underrepresented
minorities increased by 230 percent in non-tenure-track part-time positions
from 1993 to 2013, but only by a mere 30 percent in full-time tenure-track
positions (Harris, 2019).

On the affective experience of job precarity for someone who made it
through, during my four years on the job market, I became familiar with the
yearly ritual of tumultuous cycles of a very particular combination of
accelerated and desperate labor, hopelessness, robotic suppression of emotions,
and welling up of shame that characterizes a junior scholar awaiting her
expiration date in the academy.

So, why should we even think about expanding our notions of solidarity?
I'would argue that minority scholars and those isolated for unruly interests —
such as of the feminist or queer persuasion—already learn to become

particularly skilled in locating and nurturing friendships of the sort that keep
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one going through difficult times.

And for Japanese studies and area studies, the task of problematizing
boundaries and assumptions of distance is particularly significant; others have
suggested how the ethical stakes and radical potential of our fields depend
upon such work. Shih agrees that race “over there” —in China, Japan, and so
on—should receive critical attention, but also argues that “we need to bring it
over here and set the two in active confrontation and dialogue” (2019, p. 57)
(emphasis mine) to have area studies scholars in the U.S. engage in “ethical
reflection on their relationship to racialized minorities in their midst” (2019,
p- 57). Writing on Masao Miyoshi’s legacy of humility in mentoring graduate
students in Japanese literary studies, Reginald Jackson traces Miyoshi’s
“willingness to challenge the limits of his own knowledge to support student
learning that outstripped the mandates of department-sanctioned expertise”
(2019, p. 83). Without Miyoshi’s “disregard for disciplinary boundaries”
(Jackson, 2019, p. 83), Hideki Richard Okada and others would never have
found a path to survival in the academy.

I cannot predict exactly what might be made possible by stronger
collaboration between gender studies scholars in Japan, Hungary, the U.S,,
Hong Kong, and other places. As Natsumi Ikoma and Chelsea Schieder’s efforts
make clear, such collaboration is already underway; I only hope that my
reflections upon solidarity, or “there” versus “here,” help promote more such
efforts. In her introduction to Living a Feminist Life, Sara Ahmed writes,
“Feminism: how we pick each other up” (2017, p. 1). What a remarkable feeling
when someone makes the impetuous move to overcome a seemingly
formidable, or perfectly sensible distance —one that might be geographical,
disciplinary, institutional, or affective—in order to pick us up. That moment
of surprise—or the accumulation of moments of anger, hope, and other feelings
shared in conversation —has the potential to be life-giving.

On a basic level, we need to read and translate each other’s work, as well

as collaborate on events such as this one and on writing that can fuel future
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generations of gender studies scholars. On the other hand, we might create
more spaces specifically to share knowledge concerning the circumstances of
the institutions and disciplines in which we teach and research gender studies;
if we have little understanding of what is happening “over there,” it makes it
harder to imagine ways to pick each other up. My critique of gender and race
in Anglo-American Japanese studies needs to be rounded out by stories that I
have not heard, from colleagues in the Japanese academy and elsewhere.

As suggested earlier, we need not only celebratory narratives of research
on women and gender in Japanese studies or the appearance of a #MeToo
movement in Asian studies, but also those reflecting conflict and violence
between women. I am sure that my own impulsive language—and the gaps
and errors in my narrative—warrant considerable irritation and correction at
the very least. Drawing from queer approaches to negativity (Love, 2007;
Halberstam, 2011; Cvetkovich, 2012), however, I also want to argue for hope
produced by accepting the inevitability of negativity and failure in our feminist
attempts. In a description of the feminist killjoy, Ahmed remarks, “However
she speaks, the one who speaks as a feminist is usually heard as causing the
argument. Another dinner ruined” (2017, p. 62).

My queer vision of feminist solidarity is one that frequently ruins the
mood at dinner and at meetings, where feminists are open to anger and conflict
among themselves, and also to facing darker aspects of feminist hope involving
failure, shame, dissatisfaction, brokenness, and depression. Clearly, this is not
advice for pessimists, since I advocate continuing to try anyway. In an academy
that has at times felt suffocating, alongside the accumulation of countless
moments feeling like papercuts digging into my skin, I also remember
moments of sheer joyful encounter and community felt through queer and
feminist writing, and small spaces opened up for me through the imagination
and persistence of individuals committed to feminist and queer forms of
solidarity.

As I read his argument concerning the powerful effects of Miyoshi’s legacy
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of pedagogical commitment, I could not help but recall Reggie Jackson’s own
role in planting such seeds in my life over the past decade or so, in the building
of a friendship that started with him picking up the phone an ocean away and
has involved many lessons concerning style, generosity, imagination,
awkwardness, and —indeed —solidarity. Building on his points concerning
Miyoshi, I can say that my optimistic readings of negativity and hope come
from my own debt to Reggie and others who have helped pave the way for my
life as a queer feminist, with its numerous forms of love and sustenance. It
might only be with this type of unreasonable commitment that we, too, can do
the indispensable work of continuing to create radical spaces of solidarity and
imagination to nurture students and others around us.

In their introduction to Presumed Incompetent, Angela P. Harris and Carmen
G. Gonzalez refer to reasons why some women of color academics did not
contribute to the collection, such as fear of retaliation or a sense that their
experiences were “relatively benign” compared with other stories of
discrimination (2012, p. 13). Also, they touch upon lack of time and energy, as
well as how some women “felt too wounded spiritually and psychologically,”
besides dealing with stress-related illnesses including depression, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and cancer (Harris & Gonzalez, 2012, p. 11). My
reflection upon feminist solidarity needs to be qualified by my own
acknowledgement that we cannot always do big acts of solidarity. We are
exhausted, depressed, sick, and sometimes need a break from being “useful”
in service of a frequently disheartening academy, or even the causes that—at
other times—give us reasons to keep on going.

But, finally, I was struck by Dr. Petd’s powerful story about the pins worn
to support her university. What are other pins that we can wear? We should
not forget that the simple act of wearing a pin can be one of solidarity.
Sometimes it might take very little effort, while at other times it might demand
real courage. I read it as a fashion statement with deeper implications, as might

arguably be the case with many fashion statements. Wearing a pin does not,
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for example, produce more jobs in the academy. But this act of visibility does
produce small moments of hope that might carry us through to something
bigger. Wearing a pin—or speaking up with an awkward truth, being
vulnerable about one’s own struggle, sending a kind word out into the void.
After today’s event, too, I would like to imagine other small ways that we pick
each other up: in the academy;, in the classroom, on the street, in places we’d

never think of, working our collective energy towards a better future.
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Special Contribution
It Should Be Stunning: Thoughts on Gender,
Gender Studies, and the Future

James WELKER

It should be stunning the number of conservative politicians in Japan who
fail to comprehend the nexus between women'’s social status and rights here
in Japan and the severity of the so-called “shoshika mondai,” the problem of the
declining number of children being born. And by children, most of those
aforementioned conservative politicians surely mean the number of pure
Japanese children being born to pure Japanese parents—as if there were such
a thing as being purely Japanese. It should be stunning how nationalism and
racism and even Japan’s imperialist past and perhaps future are woven into
this discourse.

It should be stunning that just over a week prior to this emergency
symposium, yet another politician here in Japan, the repeatedly disgraced
Liberal Democratic Party lawmaker Sakurada Yoshitaka, was forced to
apologize after telling women—meaning, I am quite sure, pure Japanese
women— that they should give birth to at least three children to help counteract
the shoshika mondai. This calls to mind the wartime slogan “umeyo, fuyaseyo,”
urging women to give birth to increase the population. This population
increase was for the sake of the imperialist expansion project which demanded
that mothers send their sons off to die for the sake of the nation. For
nationalism.

It should be stunning that just over two weeks prior to Sakurada’s truth-
telling gaffe, neoconservative Nippon Ishin no Kai party member Maruyama
Hodaka drunkenly urged war with Russia to take back the Northern Territories,

territories which Russia took from Japan at the end of that war for which
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women were asked —or rather, demanded —to give birth to, raise, then sacrifice
their sons. This he said as the conservative LDP continues to push for the
revision of Article 9 of the Constitution, renouncing the use of war. It should
be stunning.

Maruyama was forced to resign from his party, Nippon Ishin no Kai, for
going too far. Sakurada evidently didn’t go far enough. Perhaps he should have
asked —or rather, demanded —that women have at least four children instead
of three. Or if he really wanted a return to Imperial Japan’s wartime glory, he
should have increased that number to five, the number of children the Imperial
government urged women to have, women who were increasingly called to
take a greater role in public life, to play a greater role in the workforce to make
up for the shortage of men. If he had increased the number to five children and
made more explicit the ties between his comments about the birthrate and
Imperial Japan, that would have been stunning, wouldn't it? It’s increasingly
difficult to say.

Sakurada later explained that he merely wished to emphasize the
importance of making Japan a place in which it is easy to have and raise
children. But that’s not what he initially said, nor is there much sign that his
party, the ruling LDP, is actively working toward that end. It's somewhat
uncanny that the conservative Sakurada’s explanation resonates so strongly
with one of the slogans of the radical feminist iman ribu (women’s liberation)
movement in the early 1970s: “Umeru shakai o! Umitai shakai 0o!” This means,
roughly, we call for “a society in which [women] can give birth! A society in
which [women] want to give birth!” When I Googled “Umeru shakai o!” —the
call for a society in which women can give birth —to make sure I had the slogan
right, I ran into Twitter and a large number of comments calling on Sakurada
and the LDP to do just that, to create a society in which women can give birth
to three children if they want to. Dripping with contempt, one person wrote,
“Say that after you’ve created a society in which women can give birth to at

least three children! That’s your job, politicians! If you can’t do it, keep your
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mouths shut!”"

Today, Japan is not confronting a shortage of soldiers combined with a
shortage of male bodies to fill the labor force driving the push for women to
have more children while playing an increased role in society. Instead, it’s in
the face of a severe labor shortage—due in part to the extremely low birthrate—
that Japan’s conservative leaders are again calling for women both to return to
the workforce in full force and to have more children for the sake of the nation.
But these conservative politicians have still not amended tax laws that punish
women for working more than part time; nor have they assured access to
reliable, quality childcare; nor have they restructured labor laws to reduce the
long hours demanded of so many workers such that men in heterosexual
couples are able to share equally with their wives the burden of caring for
children and the home.

Indeed, the same conservative politicians who have so recently called for
the creation of “josei ga kagayaku shakai” — a society in which women shine—
and done little concrete to make that a reality are responsible for the shift in
the 1990s from legislative advocation of “danjo byodo” to legislative advocation
of “danjo kyodo sankaku.” The former term, translated literally, means “male—
female equality” and is usually translated into English as “gender equality.”
The latter, rather difficult to translate term means, very roughly, “male-female
collaborative participation.” In other words, men and women don’t need to be
treated equally, but they should collaborate, they should work together.
Intriguingly, in the face of an overt conservative backlash against the very idea
of gender equality, the official English translation of “danjo kyodo sankaku” —a
term that was coined to do away with equality of the sexes as a policy goal—is
“gender equality.”

This should be stunning, but it isn’t. We’ve come to expect nothing less from

' 725 b % A [Herikol11], (2019, May 31), [ T K= AEATIZL W] 5, RIK=
NED DS E S THOE 2 ZNDBHISBAEROMLFHZA | 1Rk 5460
% T &5 9 7% | [Twitter post], retrieved from https://twitter.com/heriko111/status/
1134232257168719872.
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Japan’s leaders. And nothing more.

What these politicians sorely lack is an understanding of gender, training
in gender studies—that which Professor Andrea Pet6 explained in her talk at
this symposium has been attacked for being unnecessary as well as distracting
from the Hungarian government’s policy goal of demographic growth.
Demographic growth? Indeed, an understanding of the nexus between
women’s social status and rights and the birthrate in Japan might help these
conservative politicians see that it is their conservative policies that are
preventing the creation of a society in which women actually can shine, in
which women actually do have equal opportunities and participate fully and
equally in all areas of the public and private spheres, in which women actually
want—and are able—to give birth to even one child, much less three. Without
this knowledge, without policies and legislation informed by an understanding
of how gender intersects with all aspects of Japan’s culture and society, there
will be no demographic growth, not in Japan at least.

Training in gender studies, an understanding of gender helps us all see
the intersectional relationships between nationalism, racism, sexism, and even
the birthrate. Training in gender studies allows us to see that it is no coincidence
that alongside revising Article 9 of the Constitution, the article renouncing war,
the LDP also wants to revise articles guaranteeing equality of women and men,
including equality within the family. This could be stunning. But training in
gender studies means that these moves are being undertaken simultaneously
is, in fact, not at all surprising.

Training in gender studies helps us see that the LDP’s vision of the future
offers little hope for any future. And that’s why gender studies is so
dangerous—and so powerful. Most of us here at this symposium today —all
of us, I hope—understand this, understand the necessity of gender studies,
whether in Japan, Hungary, or elsewhere. We as scholars must continue to push

back collaboratively and collectively —and this is a kind of “male—female
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collaborative participation” I can support—against moves to restrict academic

freedom, including gender studies. The future depends on it.






i
RRATRAZGED T ENRTELN?

— [ JERART R | ERDFED LB DA
RILET-

1 @FLsIC

RAT AN [FEN ] OBRIET T, ZOHICBWT, "ATAIE, BH%
RATALZIEY, FATALLT, FATAILOWTiE-> T& 7, HEERIC
BWTIL20004FEEHD? S, RAT AL LTOREHERD Ly ¥4 KL, RAT
AR EEDANRY ¥y YA MELTR) BT AAE, RAT AL 2 BEHREHN
HRWTHENTBY . OSSR E R > Tnd, B4 (2004) D507
HEHZDNA MY T =2k o B E R [SUER AT AEROEE T 7 147 /I
ERE R\ 251 BER20HHATEY P RIS K I v b S h7z 7% (2009)
OHEE [EHRAATA)] PRENLIOL LTHEITONDH. 2ol 2815
B ERZEIED v B (2006a) 1. [E D bIFZ ZHETIE, RAT A%
YHNE Y ISR 72 BT A AL R THIR] (p.31) Stz LfEiEL T
BY. AW (017) LAY R 2AE, [HEORHRE (75 7HE] ~<o
OAFME] AT20184EIZNA T = L o722 LIZEARIUE, S OMIAIIHAE T
THVWTWD EFoTLIWEAL S, Tz, HETLE - X714 TIZBWTh, ok
AT AW, RATFTAZOWTHL LN SN 5D, Fl21320184E4 /] 16 HIZI
NHK [70 7 xv ¥ a P uthFojitk S, Koxizb AR v )] 12T

MR E, TEERAT AL MER. Ty kA AN ThH D, AT A ¥ —FIER AT A5
7220024512 [#RMHE/NESE H ZL—ICERIEE R A 7 A O d X 2 AR CGREC:H D <
TEaL— L7

7 THEHHL. http://www.kawade.co.jp/np/search_result.html?writer_id=13608 % % &4
Lo

OHBHEIE, TTRAT A, MFR. BUAK TH L.

YORIREALE . 19964 ICEREE 2 T TRRE X BN, BUESETY 57, T Y, N—,
HASKHELE O 4 54l 2 5 LT\ b,

BB I VKB [TV A AE] BHANA M T -5 % 7] (201846 A
24 H) 12T 3607 % .



90

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

77 7RO~ < (AR, 7 T THERGEO~ < - BHEE SIERE S
201941 H8HIZIZTBS [~V a s \niltF] CHlEED 7 7 7' Nanae D~ ~ -
FERSE 21 A3 A b I RS2 P A 72, Mcd . 74 Ko a —&HHTBS [+
VT VxR IZBWTIIEF v N7 FEO AL . BTN T
BANIZY OBFANE LTHIELI A Y N EHRRZHE, FLE - AT 4 T2
BWC, "ATADOFEL IR FMPS, T4 FYa—FFHM, FFaxr¥
J—FFHNEIER D ATV D, HIZ, RAT A - JLRATALIE, EVAA
DARY ¥ A b & UTHEEMN R RHEMN & 82 538" R, WLAHIPKR
BBV THANTOFHES P ICHEME LTEEL, AATA - LHRAT AL
LTHE->TWh, ERATA TICBWTRAT AL, —HLT [BEOARY ¥
UAM] DEABEROANRY ¥ ) XM ] [BEOARTY YA M] & LTRHONRLT
&7

CZEEOPDOMCDEN LD > TL bo IRAYHETEHHFATAD [FED ]
DFZBVT, FAT AL LT, FATAZDOVTHELRAT AL, #ELZW
RATALERRFEL, FERLTELDES ) H?  representation (BT % v
Thb, $720 TNHRATAO [FEY ] 1L 5t MEHICEDO L) IIzH N
TELDEALIP?

AT, ZNHOMVIZEZ 2720, TLRAT AMERTH 2 EIMEHAD, &
AFAONCEEF 2L [FoT0 77 4) (H,1999) & HUIZETFT

¢ RATF AL T TOIEMERE. KEN BEBIEDNLTIYEZE O 5E L wLE,
REHETHLIZ L DD, RATAOKE, #REEEFELILF LT L,

T GBI 1968 EIREIC Y T T RERE A . BEHL L THOANSL, Tyt
AHFNT D 77 THFREX. £ OFXBRNERIE - 720NN — L L THE,

& EFNZE 4 VLIZ 2018 4F IC#UHE 7 5 7' Nanae & Bl . BUESETIA o= 32057
DIEMERE L TV D,

S AAEEMRIZ, TTEF Y NT S, TTY LY b R TH B,

O NI A DR, HEYE, BEBTICH L EEEROF v N FETDH - 72, 20194F11
HiZx ¥ N7 7 %872,

TR, HREFE TN KR AT AN HERM - b — 2] HERET (2K T2
D %055 BRI UP ] 70 &0

P ZE. AR R < ISR A B E D [ C72diz. £ LT,
FENALT B 72012, ~FUERIAED~~OFGL~] % &,

BORHEATN S Ty 7400 ik, SHEH (1999) [ K9 3> 754 | UNi$i35]
13.4-1, WIT: SRYH; BATAR, EIMEH (2001) [R5 T2 75 1), BT 3k, X
AR, ZEIHAMA (2004) (KT T2 75 4], HECERAHE, 32001N—= 3 2 0h b,



RRAYL : RRATREFEDIENTEBH? |

F 2 THITo 20004 ERE L ) kAT A Z M E L2EEIMHRCTHRE
B LV HSBIRAH S 72 2 LIRSz, COmNOEFIFLE LT [FT
T2T7I4] Bdbbo TTARAT ZMER - BIHE, FATAeRE KL T L2 L
B TEBDEA) 7?2 £/20 BHIEVPICEATAREY, ZLTHEE. 22
AT & FRATEDIES D I ?

AR TR, AAT AT 2702 BH L, 2oMER L, K%
DEFREPOPIZT S0 TOH%, FEARAT ALY, FELLRWVWERAT A% FE/
FKRLID2ODEVHIEVIZONT, Y MY -C- AET 7 7 OH NV Vi
AHEMLESE2HAA DL, T [FTTUT7I54] 12BWT, WRICERAT AN
FEONTVDLONET 7 A NG o THEEL . IEIC. RF 27 A M A%
WEDENIEFHENZOh %, AL 22— %2R LBEIHEHIL TN, 2Z
TlE, TTERAT ALV HEEPHFEOHRIZRZITTHEIIOVWT, I
7= a—OEEREMCTER L, EHDPELRAT AR, wE&B [V 7))
T4 A A CALKET R FAT LSS T E 2,

LB, ARIBWTHHTS [FEV] LwI)fEld. Bv7 > - 2NV o [RED
W air] 2B E2 T BV FLMET RV FLZIFOII2=r—va
COMEEY LEFRT Do [REV ] QA L R EFEEOMO I I 2 =7 —
Va v OEEYTH B BT

F/o. AT, FAT AL WHFEE, BH (2006b) 12X 2ESE [—#IC
W=, FxNL—, FA 757, ZOEDPOMEHT, BE. HETH LI
HY 2w (p.177) 12, FL2FEFMHE T2 2B L ETH
w5,

KEEIZBVTIE, EAE L CTHEITARZ MM L7,

NV b (Barthes, 1966/1979) 1, [WFEOHEEGH] I2BW T [WEEIZI I 2=/ —T a
YOEEMTH Lo WIEOREY FHPEEL. WEOZTFEPHET 207, ok
I, BT I 2= =Y a v izBw TR, bz LEd i, Mxhiz, v
EHIPEE T 50 FARICL T, FEY) FLHEF (FLEHAT) 20700 WEEEH ) 2
] (p.36) LIERT VD, 2NV MIWEEER) FLZTFHOII2a=r—2a >
DAIEZEW E3R A, WHEOSIIZ TR T L [ZTT 2V MAEZIYAAL. &
ZTCT 2NV MIEo THEENTWD 7T » AGED “narration” & ) §E2Y, HARIZE
WC[WREITA] &2 WIETFED ] LIRENWEH SN CE 72, SEEE 2 TRCIEE
D]l iEEEHT 5,

" AAHT (2006b, p.177) HEKT B L )12, KA T A (Hostess) DIHFIILFEANTH 5

91



92

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

2 RRTRICET BETHE

CNET, FAT ALV, KtV 74—V FIZEL TR, XA
e, HEFOFTICBWTEICSHHE L ) FRe AwTifgshTa 2z,
KHITIE SBATFIIEATR A T 2 &2 Wl CE72ODE AT 5o

T3 HARKA OKBEIEOMAMA &L R T, UL E RUIZT 2 H O D
SHEI LTIy -ua—Ery =7ty 1) 7 A ]+ =—) (Rosenberg
& O'Neill, 1962). ¥ 3~ - FE¥ v F - =1 — (Morley, 1985/1987). =2 F A -
AR— /7 (Bornoff, 1991) & DATREMINIZENSZEIF BN D, TN HOWZEIE. 2
M (2006a) 7236645 L)1 [RATF A2 I 7% AROHW . [WWEHE] 00
D] (p.48) LABTLOTHY., RAT A% [MHOFEML] O—>2L LTH
SEMNCIE R B S S D "

T2, T -7V RATFAZ T T EHAORE Lo —FE L %
A BRATALEOBBORIZHRIZBIT 2B LofkE % #2272 (Allison,
1994) o JIIE, BH5EEICE > T FAT A7 7 7ICBIT 2o £t
JED@WAER, KA T AL BOMOMINE, S AT ADEERMEZ ST
W2 (I, 1995, 2001)c & L C E#filZ, ¥ v N7 FENMIGENDL AT 4 7~
THOPIZLZ LT, NI FEPEDAT A 7 WG L. LT
W% O L S A& AT % o 72 (1L, 2011; Kamise, 2013). 2415
DOWFFEIZBWTIE, 2 (2006a, pp. 49-50) dIRIHL72E I 10, HERAT A
DR E . BUEM RO TOPMEE—F—INEE L. HIE2 L

fEE (1994, p. 176) I LAUE, HERIZBWT, N—, 7 I 7, ¥ N\ L —OLHitER
DZLERT[HFATA] LI FENEF LD, Halh) Y ¥y 7RO Z & T
H5bo

" BlZIEE— — (Morley, 1985/1987) (%, HARTOMEE [Wiks) = vt 1] (p.6)
TERTHY . FRHISER L V) BEICEIRY MV HIE L2 2 00, k% i
W9 2 [T & L COKBETTH S LGamfhiy7zo A— 7 (Bornoff, 1991) 1%, &
AT AREGKEGEALE, EHEE VAR, V=TT VK, R, ANy TEA
FIL. B e ) —D0HEBORICEHE L TR TS,

VORI (2006a) (X, RAT AL T TV HREE [RATANEHTL0E, Fi2r 5
TRF XN G EWNEND, RATAZ T TIBVWTTH L] (p.15) Lk, HAT
AT ThRF¥FXN T T TRECYEHARTHEE LTHEHL TS, AT
RAFALIBENLEDMH L TRTOETE LTHERL, FATFAZ I TEVIHF
ERFHT 2. RS, RAT AP IR EEBE T 5N 5 £ TOAHINIE
PRT LI ENTE LWL THY ., F/oo RATAZ I 7 2GR EEREIZL -
THAMEIZERT S 2 L IEAROBIIEL S TH S,



RRAYL : RRATREFEDIENTEBH? |

F—URRMEE L L CORAT A—JE—HEEOBMRE L T—IuMIcit 2 2 @i
Md otz BIZIZ, I (2001) 1. BEFICBT MR OFEX =X L%
o235 E2MgEHImE LT, BUED L&A T ANOMERETOATHUL

EVI IR BIIEIT TER L TWD, RAT A%, ¥V x ¥ —|2HEDniciE))
BItROHICIRZES 2 & T, [HRRE] &\ ) MBEO Rz L IR 2 5h R & 7R/ L
BHE L RAT ADBOREME 2Btk E . TIPS NZIEEA S 212 L7z,
F72 L (Kamise, 2013) (&, WEFEOHLT, AT 4 7~ P 5215 S, Hir
WZEPNDL X v N7 FEOBMEA T 4 I EHRANORUTEZ . X v /N7 T
NDT 2= PREORERD ST L. WEEREA ORI G & SEH B L OB
BEBLMPIZLZ 72 I RLA0BEPLDIT ) Vo RITKEREETH
bo LML, FERATAOBRE E—t, ME—HEOHRICEEL, SAT
ADFED & ZOBROPIRTT 5 2 Lk, B0t IE—EL v BRICIE
NESLBCEREATHALLTLE ). SHII. RATADAT 4 IR EEH I
FELTCLE) EvoMBERbH L. MR T, HEFATADOMMKRIZIE, V=
VT NIHEDWIMEIIBRIZT TR RATAMO eI VX —, HET VT
7 kA BENOBENEZ S, — T B EERORICEIET 22 L I3 T
%\

IS, RAT AL WHHLFEOFEMMEA S 2012 LR H (2006a) DOHFFE
. 7 UV (1994) )1 (1995;1998) D EATHIZEDMIE M & faf L. #7e
DI RAT ANKE BT BIE, EFIEVTHLEOOTFELE LTO—
R, ROPVIZERL, Z5BI8EL2E LTI/ 7T 74 —%F L1z, BHOD
WFggid, FATF A ZBHEELL, HMRE LTRERITLZE T, FATAD
) REHILENLDE LTHRIRLAEEI ZELTEREA D, 29 Lo
eI, AT AV EEDENTELRATANO R A#EZ L LB A
HHRTHE, LL. RATAOFEY % [HRAT AL W) HEHME] 125 ZHED

® Iy 7 (Goffman, 1963/1970) 12k b &, A5« /<L d HEEMEERDLNL T T
T —FEDNA LRG0 TnD I L ERTIESE, TNOEE L 2 WEHOENE]
(p.15) DI L &gl COL) LEBEEF - TV I ETImALEIEE 72 CE
NCHD LM, EHANTHLD Eh, HRETH D] 2 EDVFES I, [THR7ZHA LA
o5 (p.15), ZD L) HEHEOZ L LEHENTVD, KRTL, Z0O%E
FrHV5,

93



94

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

RN E LTS 22 LT, ZOMOMROTEREEZRE > TVD LB FR 5.
720 BHBISRA Y Ca— 1BV, HIEE & R AT ADOB O BB~
HEAFEETHHS )0 RAT AN AT 4 TINOEVEANL, AT 4 705
Ho %R S5 L) I8 TWAITREER. MIEE ORI CIEFEN W L0%dh -
TR AEEET AVNEN DL L TH S,

DibEo X502, SEATHIgEd. BRIERYIC R A 7 ATk L ChRE % 22 520 556 % 2
THIET, AT A TNRBRT D720050%8), ChETH@sns L
DB oI2 R AT ALV BWEOH LA ZHL ML L) ELTELLEF 2
Bo LA L. TOXEVL SR L2E ZAT, KDL 5 RV A 44
KBl lFRVwiZhIH,

Fo. FATALD, RATAELLTO [FEN] E. A7 4 TUHOHETICE
Wb, BRA BRI BIRIE. RAT AT B4 vy Ea—Ee, 7 —
b BHEIE) CHASh, FRUELIELITEELERE LTHseEIC L - TH
P FREN G RSN TE T, 20K, MIEER S, FAT ALV
2T AT LT, EERERIC, AT LAY A TORAT AR, AT AL
T BAT 4 IRBEDY =T 4 THFGAAATVDE I EEABETHI LIFT
EBWIESHI),

FO—FTy FATAELLT [#LLRV] RATALIZH LT, [§E5] &2
FAD [FEY | LTSN TETEIVAWD, 2% ), BRI R LT
EARATAES, 3551 RAT AL LRI, RATADAT VA A T4l
HMLTEZDOTERWED I Mo RAT AL DHRAT AGED ZHRILIZ, HL
WRATADAT LAY A THEDN LTS5 N5 LR, [FEDL BV sAT A
LLEDATLAIATOL LR ENTE -2 LICHEDNH L L FH
FIEEZ T2,

FEEIT IO L) BEEERRIC b RAT ADRED ORI L22EE - RIS
HL. A7 L5 A4 TEENTARAT AEHREHROFMER L LCEE SN, ks
NTOLETEHHASPICT 2 ZEDBUETH L LEZTVDE Y, Leh> TAR

YORATAESHOBRE LTRL V) HIZBWT, FH L MEE#RE AT 2058
ELTHEE (2013) b, BHHEIE. "ATADEHE SNLELHBEZOCHSHI S,
R ERIN R IT o720 LT RIER, FFESNABRY oot E L



RRAYL : RRATREFEDIENTEBH? |

E, RATFAEVIRRERL, FATFT AL W) BEICH K0 FERE, TR A7
AP EFES TN EHLNMITHIEEZHWE LRV, £9 Tldil, +
SPOY—DHENS, TRATADKAT AIZOWTO [7EY | OB ET
W, TR ATAERD, RAT AZDOWTLET 7 A MIBWTWRIZHED . £
NEFEPPICZHELIZOPEHE2ICTHI LT, AT LAY 4 Tbang:
RAT AMEPRER SN TR ER DB LT,

3 RATRZREX/RKLSBH

AEITIH, FATAELT, FATFAIZOWT [7EL] RAT AW, 7S 7%
W] RAT AR ZLETDOFRAT A2 FE KL (represent) L ) B HIZDW
TERERARD RATALVIWEIN G SN AT 1 7<h, RE/EKRO
MEIZED &) A2 52 T b i Pulbllim r o720,
HHiCBWTERLZEIIZ, FATF AL, AT 1 V< bEnAd:icd s,
FAE (2004) 1. FAT AL V) HFEICOWTOBHOFT, [[FAF7A] &
B TR B FEPRLZHI A2 ] (p.108) LOMWEIRL, ) HEL
Twh,

POCOUEMNZ) Thotzk )iz, [BR] 2R IVWICTEHRAT AL
DEH I [AEL TES] H50vid [7EF] Lwvol: [Zo] LHfiEo
LA XA=I 5 RINENEVDTH S, (pp. 108-109)

F7o0 BH (2010) 1 E. RATADE 74—V FERIET KTl &v )ikl
BLTh, MTONLADVSTEH, oI KETEEATT LRI TLrEA, K
F5E L 2 ] (p.133) &) MEREAERADRLH D 6 O FIH LoD [k
FEiE [FL b ThW] AT - BieA A—V] (p.133) THH I L xR/IHL T
Who RATAIIE, TH Lz Tou] R [FLLThV] Lok XAT 17
PGS, HREEE LTHBRSNTEZLE W) —HihdH b, ZDX) A
TATIP, RATADFEYIZED L) g e G250, Ty T VDATA

RO —HizfHo TE b)), FATADPHEIIBVW TR LEEHO—H%
HHE2ZLTW5,

95



96

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

IR BHLEZ CALV. Ty 7Y (1963/1970) &, A7 1 7<%, R
72723 Thrbsbol, B2 TEbro20nbl208E L., BT Tidb
MOBVAT A VI LT, [£2BF SN TH R WA, (B Shiud) B
A LI RDHCIEDVTOREROEH Bt (p.81) 2fThbh b LIz
ERLTe FATAOWMIZEATWD Z i, MEx v, R0 Th
MWBAT AT TIE RV, LAl RATAZEEREINLREGR, [0 ] %
[FLLThV] Loz 4 7<%, WEDAOEFTCLA5 SN0 TH
o CDXIBATATINEHEND O, BOWERATATHLEN) L
FRELTWAEADL LB AT A TIZBWTEH, F72BIIBVWTH, AAT
AELT, RATAZFEDDIE, TL—HOROENIZANTHL, TlE, 29 L7
—HDFEDLRAT ABIE, TOMOESRNFAT AL ENRE KHT L LN
TEDLOELIPPELRATALIE, HHICHEL Z ENTELDOEL I M2 &
720 FOFEVIZOLIZHAN S FRENDLDEL ) h?

W EPHRAT AL LTEHELR, MEF /20T, €212 [FAT7TADFE
D 2L Fit, FOL) RBLOL L IHPN FHIENDEE, EVIIRE
FZTFrLOMEE - BUICKRELCTIETONDL I LIl b, [FEH] L)
B, 33227 —varThrblh, MaF ZUTFOFEE 2 ERT
HIEETELWRSTHI, Ty 77 (1963/1970) &, AT 4 7 < %245
ENTWDB ADFTEHERIDS, THIZMAZE &) 2 2R T 51300 TH L,
HOWKHT 2 MY REBELIEEI VIOV TORTT 2 b ER LT
(p.187) X ABIRL., CTOBEANIHEIIBVWTARE TR IR TS S
LERRE LI RAT AL LTHELRE, mAT AR, A5 EN/AT 1 I~ D7
DT, HLTHEINCHE) S b, DF N, RAT AL RAT AHIFES
A [zu] R [FLDTHV] LWz T74 7<ICH>T, AP LSDOET
FRIGE L, FFEoTWwbEEZBND,

TlE, FATALOFEN X, WRKKEDPN FRENLIDEH ) 0?2 22—
OB IR L 72 20144E, HAT L EIZBWT, RAT ADT NS R
REEHICT T = OWESD HENIZE V) Za— AHTK A ICHIE S
720 D% FHFTOWEI L o THRDIK LAFE L2, 7F 7 >
=L LTATATICEERL, BRIE. 574 Ry g —FRICHELLC



RRAYL : RRATREFEDIENTEBH? |

B, ZOFMOBUREZENT F 7 v AMTELIGFM SN TEY . FHHTELLD
EERZVLVEESTWS, Vs BORERT A0, BUFEER (KO
BN TE Lo ? | EBREL, EROESEL) v 7H—EARL LTS
DTV D, BEOSEE [HT7 LHEREZET J “KiEse s SBBERT | &
Ay N CREEICL o720 OB, RAT A TERAT ADENIZ, AT 477
(LENTWEORBZEOEDY & LTHRRESNTw5, b X0kt oA
AELTTLE - AT TICHIE L2 Tk v, LAL, MEF/ 2T

DT RY)TFEERATA - TERAT AL LTHELE, 20580 O
IZIE. RAT AN G ENDE AT 4 IIDPRELBESTLOTH D,

Tl FAT AN G ENT AT 1 77t BDLRAT ADOREFRIC
DEINNHEELTOLEDL) e TOZEXWHLENITHZOIL, AET 770D
PNV E VAR L2, AY Y 7 Z21E, AERA LYV Y L O OBRRIC
HEHL, RE/ FRRLV) Zo0BBOPTEEND THORET] OFEHIZOW

TEEL T2 (Spivak, 1988/1998, p. 30), fRF &) FEEiE, RESNLHE
BB =257 %, LaL. 22BN 0EF, REERE V) FEREIC
Ty WMRGICHFEL TWZhD L) IIAZH, RFE BREND KRG 2RO
DEINIHZDHE—ARTH D, AET 727 (1996/1999) 1. T3V 7 » D%

IBITARES FERORTEEMEIZOVTLUTO L) IZHLETWA,

RPNV Y EBICT A LIEH) A Ly AW
IMEEEORIC, FBHI LDV E, EWIOEENHL LI E
’9,—0 (p81)

VU EDAEY 7 7 DR NG Uik, fEHRAT AL, FEL VR AT ADBR
W92 &, RODZEDNER D, DFEN, —HDORAT AN, FAT AEME
LTREA LT, TR AT APEH =KL S, MEMIZZD L) IFESN
L [FATA| BHEHETLIDPOEIIZAZTLEIN, LoL, TOXH)%FY
DIV —RIFAE L Ve EI)RZTLE ) 2L 2205 [HIDFETT] OfEH
HDOTHb, TbLh, FATALVHIREIING ENTZAT 4 F~D72DdI2,
HOLRFEORWREBORAT AL, [FEAZLDRnwI ] )TNy

97



98

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

CHPEENTEY., ZOEKRICBWT, A FAT AR, @BOARVWRAT A%
RE=LZT LI LI TERVDOTH L, 62, fBLIRATALIIfEENE
AT AT EREBBIZAND &, FREIEESSICHEIN LD, —HMOFELHFAT AD
DOFENIE, WEF ZTFORL - MIfEe. AT 1 7L S iz Ao TEhHER]
KXo TRECHRENTEY, HEF ZTFOMROBIZB T, FAT A
DUDAT A TIPREGZEL, BRIZEOSNTLE )

INFET, RATARNE FKRTHIEORTEEMEAFH L TE 20, AFT
D FWFB5ARAT AMER - EHMA L. bBEAHAZOHNTIE R, BEHiE
MER] [y A AM][F Ly ] ELTELD [FEV] ORxFio T b,
EHIE. ZOHOPIIHIIBNT, FATAZ LT\ HYO#EOREER
ZEEDFTCE /2o FNUE, JERATADRED L LCEiEN e bsZ L2 H
By RAT AR MEIEROTICHLROAATVL L FEZ D259, RAT
AEREF TR THILDOTERVEI T, WRIIEHFAT AL LT, FAT A
REEDLDIED D e WHITIE, EHOEY 25T 5,

4 TRZOV754) EBVWTRATRAZVWNICESH

BEITlE, RATARRE KR LBVICRAT AR - EHMA»., [FF
TYT7I4) EBWTORIEAT AZFH 720N %, 77 A MFil k- TH
AT L7cv, I 2 CHBICEIORE LIRS 2. SHMA . 19974512 [~
Ly b /RG] Efes—m [HEic L s Mhoagi]] AR LIER
ELTTEa—F%, [F7T0 774 1%, DISTIES] 199944 H5755 10
H5 £ T7HNZE > CER S AL, 2001 FEIZFHEF] ENZZBEHOPOERIETH D .
LHFENEYFDEL — ABONITH D, KBEE->DITIZ, ZNE TOOL
OEFEETOT, FUETY 27 L W) FERATHEH 2 L2 RO EALZDOTF
Dy AW DOHED R AT ZANEREL T ETHEIN TS, REITIE,
LD, 77 AMDRATANDE K. RATALOITEIRHEFIZHH L.
RATAPCPIFESN TR LD W SN L72v, RIS, YFOKRZAT A LW
IWEOPZ ST OZEAL BT L,

BAICEHTHDIE, 727 A MHORAT AT 5580 THH, OLTHo
e FiE, ZEE DT ONTRKOEEE oIS, HELLHTBEAOKRED



RRAYL : RRATREFEDIENTEBH? |

DI ELBEIIOWTERT S, ZLTYFIE, FfE- 7)) Lk
CBEEFIANDG ZENTEDEMHRT 50 731 [—HICHEOLIZ
Thh5?] Ll [fHP20?] LERAZYFIC (0TI, 5L
LBEZTWD (p16)e I TYHRIE, [T I (s ] AFHL LT [#
Wor] (F) Lw)tHEE2Mb, 2ok FiE, FIETHRBES72RAT
A IFTADOFHLKRAT AL T TNEMHEIATE, BEZTTHE V) R TR
HEanbd, 22TE [ZHM. ALV BREDESD o BEHNILE S\
(p.27) &, BHEHENAET 2 VX ORTIEINTNL, ZDLIHIT, &
AT ASEEBEEL S IHFETH LI DRV ELEPNTEY ., FHULE
NADFAT AL W) AFIRCHBE bR > T0d, 77 AMDOHFT, FATF
AL VIR 2 E, BETRELVEVI HIIRTLSEN TV D, L
Ly WhkztbHid, L THLUEUMRBEA KR LE2ZOHMICETIET
Thbo, RATAL LTH<EBEZ, BE&EEHRL V) BMIZKHLL TREIITT %
LT, AT A EAMLE, FLEESEREL L TADLRATADAT LA
FATOVEPNTVDLEFZAEDL)e FATAD, TOLHIZEDINLIL
Ty RATAEV)HHREOR ) VR A E R & AFHOMho Hiikmi ks
M, RAT AL LTl o @8 ciatmia BE 0 s n b,
WISHKRAT A%, WS LIS SITEITT ARED IZEH Lov, WREOF#E
ICBWT, RATA -2V iE, HARATA - FISHLT [ avb%A
by BoldwAnzb, bo b AR50 ] &7 N4 2% L, [osE2
VRO L] EFVOOL, KlFT [EH0n)FhnabiFe, 36, Ao
HOT] L APVOT =T IVIZWDLRAT A BIREL [BANK. EEbH»
7] EFED (po11)e [HANH] Lk, BHEOWMPEORED DI, &
WLV HEORWBICHLOBRERIET LI LEERL CVWE, 20LIH %
FEDICLoT, AT REBEOMIZ, HEMBRAMETES 5 2 LA HEIZ B b
ENTWn5,

WREO T, EOBHEIC L > TS TED SNIEHREIAT A - 342
D ST RTToDIZERIENHFEDL T LR D, UTIE. ¥FPHFICLA, KRR
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Abstract
Can the Hostess Speak?:

“Ex-Hostess” Author Narratives and Its Readers’ Responses

Mitsuko OE

Since around 2000, hostesses have expanded opportunities to write and/
or speak about hostesses. This has become a kind of social phenomenon. This
paper focuses on the hostesses” narratives about hostesses and considers the
following two questions. Firstly, in the expanding opportunities of narratives
by hostesses, can hostesses who talk about hostesses represent (“speak for”/“re-
present”) those who do not? This question is about representation. Secondly,
how do readers/listeners respond to the narratives of hostesses by
hostesses? This question is about readers’ responses. In order to answer these
questions, this paper analyzes one of the novels written by “ex-hostess” Yuzuki
Muroi, Dragonfly (1999), in which the protagonist comes to identify herself as
a hostess.

Firstly, previous literature on hostesses is introduced, and its problems
and significance are presented. Secondly, I consider the effects of the stigma
attached to hostesses in regards to issues of representation. By employing
Spivak’s subaltern theory, I argue that it is impossible for the hostesses who
talk about hostesses to represent those who do not talk. Then, I examine how
“ex-hostess” author Yuzuki Muroi narrated about hostesses in her novel
Dragonfly. In this novel, hostesses are characterized as being greedy, slutty and
irrational. These characteristics are in accordance with the stereotyped and
socially stigmatized image of hostesses. The “real” hostess in this text is not
merely the occupation but is also presented as a person who identifies with
the stereotyped image of hostesses.

Finally, by employing Foucault’s author function theory, I study how

readers responded to Dragonfly. Among the readers’ interpretations, I found
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that the readers considered what was written in the novel to be the “reality”
of the hostess world. The author’s identity as an “ex-hostess” guarantees the
authenticity of the narrative of hostesses and convinced the readers of its
reality.

In conclusion, the current study clarifies that the “real” hostess in the
readers’ minds was fabricated in a consistent manner with Muroi’s narrative
and the preexisting stereotyped image, due to Muroi’s identity as “ex-hostess”

which guarantees its authenticity.

Keywords:

hostess, narrative, readers’ responses, subaltern, stigma






s
53
%:ll
<t

a2 —iY = v & — LRk
—TJe 7y a7 d TR BT 3 BlaRi B

INTHE

1 FUBIC

INFTODIAT - AFTA—=ATEANTO) =TT 4747 4126 5804
PR SNTE 72, Lo LEMEEIMME S NG 2T, HEZD S OO
WZOWTIEFEmAA T TH o7z L LIERFERITIZ T2 L 2 7 ViZon
TOMRRT 774 T4 XALDRMLODOH L, €2 Tld, IEH 7% A% 513
BEANEICELNL O LRIZ L O HSBEL IR ME L U< [l mE
(compulsory sexuality) ] ' & 29 #FEAFEE ST % (Gupta, 2015) 6

D& LT s T aT VI AMRORAIZIE, T 57 1 7RIS
H32b0bdb, HEROBMATEVET b ObH L, AT T7EA bO
MG E 72 a7 VITEOBIE» T 22 L 2@ LT, Ya Ty
AN —OBEEHET D, TNICE ST, 77 227 VOHKWAE
2, EHIIMESE T A T 2 7 Y a7 VOO el % FRGLY S
E2ETIE, 77 a7 VICHET 25470 5eE b L2, TRy a7 IV
WZBWON N7 —OHEFZIHENLHHER LS. N T —DOFERIET LY
AT VIIROMREEHTL2MEE LA, L LA TN T —I128 2 X7
VAN =T =DM T Y v a T VO R SEIZEWZ SO TR
Vo FNWZFEIELET, NI OB E MR L, TR a7
ZHERICAEDIT A2 LR A D, NPT —E70A FOMEEIHT LI L
THOLDHEEBEL TWLD, FTEIETIEI 70, FOHEGHD L2

I3 aTVRED LI IMEDTF END MR T A, Ll 7u4 FOMHT

' Compulsory sexuality % [5illAgPESE | & AR ELIE, [SRFIGRMES ] 122 5 - 723555
ThAHI Lm0, TL Ty a7 )74 Ol AAEEWNIC [hdE & oM
ORI 12 o TR D72, L) 2HTH D, ZHUIIDWTIROLDERT NS,



116 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

. 77 Va7 VRGEELZVI EIZENT WD, £ THC HL4TETIE, &
DL LWL oTT7aA POHBRELT I L aT AR ENEELETHDLD
My =TIV D AL ] BEEIER L0 OMGEET 50 £ LTINS OfEE
REERZ)ZAT, N T—oTuS MEEERET 2, 7a4 b [k
WY A0 ] BT, ZEORREIERT 250 THL LRI, THr a7
VOFHEERRTLHDTOH b, L LMAT, 784 bDF VT2 X AGpe
S5iF. =R F IV T XA MEEDP A AR EFNTND Z L2 HAND, Z
LTT7k7 va7 Vd$ 2 EHBE, FEs 77— L3R 5245 T, HEAk
DOHEBUCBI D> Tnb, COZERBEF R T, HEETIEIN N T -V [HE
Bl TR LI RBMZEMA L. A5 23 =i B0 2 FMWE o Hi
bz [P LI, —REIF VY ¥ X AGmMIEIIIC BT 27122 2 27 VO
B (] oMez8 )4 ThH, ZOFEE2BEL T, 7H7 227 VO
MMERT 27 a7 VIZEBIMMoOMEEEZmLESND L) N7 -0 %
Wik 4, L TIRBRIZEETINTI TOEML T L. ARMOEBHRLSHD
TR T Do

2 TEITaTIVCLZEHBEBAQERRE Y 104 —ZTRDEE
T r AT IV TIEIN N7 —OHEHS LIELIESH SN S, Zo8BE L
T 27227V 7T 2MFOREE T2 a7 uns [HEEL] 357
BREICOWTIH L L7020, HEWVIEY 2y — - TATU T4 714 & B
LORVDEEHLL72D, L) TENRBITHLND,

Tv s a7 VIKETIE, BEOY 7 227 7 4 12T 5 RN A A
% [GREIEE] LIFATWS,, WmlEELIE. 7RIy - ) v T [
HIRREE] 2508/ TH Y. IEF 2 A THIUL, Mz~ & EIZE D
NDOPYBRZE V) HEI AL TFETH L, MmHEZIZO VT, =7 - 7Y
EHEUTOL)IZEH L Tna,

(1) tboEROMGR, B, BLUZFoMoH GBI B2 EL Y 7 2
5L, (2) HOEESHCE#ICH 2> Ty a7 714 2t
L. 3) by 7 A%EREAENBESE, 4) vy 7 2% hy VKR, &,



ARAX : XSV T vF—ERHNME | 117

BEEANERKUDT D, £V 422l LTy 7Ry V2T T4 %
Firells 2 &9 BERET 25 (Przybylo 2016: 185)

COLZHEDODL LT, TR a7 NVEATT 4 TR HELZ LI
bo 72 ZIFIRTORMELSIE. 772 aT VO L EREETAMEL
RATHFHEER LTI B KT a7 VRA] b ERmsnTnd
(Maclnnis and Hodson, 2012) . 727t 27 > 27 )V, B HEZOENE LD
LAVZER L TR BRI b b, AP LHREE LTIV EONS
CENHD, THBELBEMEE LY 2 ADTREIKE IOV TWEIERS, L
LIS AHBERO R CHEZRERT 220D b, HAWIE, 77227
REHS L ZICABOADNS [FREEVWAICHE > TWRWET] 50w
[MEMMEEZIEL TR D72 REbEbi, BHO®Z a7 )74 IZHT

ﬁ%nméﬂ%\twﬁik%%ﬁéﬂfwé(Gmmzmﬂo

oLy, BB T2 T7 ) T4 P HEIEEL TV 2]
(Przybylo, 2011, p.446)s 7Y EBIX I Tz 7—T—%BWL DD, il
B [EHESHICL o THEINTVE] bOZEFHHLTVS
(Przybylo, 2011, p.446) o % L C [ 4 DT AZIIBECOITAZEML | 720
[HR—ELAZHREGRE WIHRIZR D L&, wWObbPRICRBEOE L A4
U %] (Przybylo, 2011, pp.446-447) s D X9 % [RIEDZAL] %35 SwiC
NI —OEHPERENLDTHL,

INEBELT, fEZ T a7V ERRTRERL, LVIHRVEZZ L L
EICON T —DEGmPEL D, TR YT IVIE IS [HENEDP N E R
LAl &g &b (The Asexual Visibility and Education Network 2019)
FT s AT VONOERHEET HEC, [HNE,rNEZFECHLTL o7
CBELZEnv] NEBMEIEFRENT 2 L0555 (Bogaert, 2004) o =
NOEDOEFRIZHL LI, LIFLETEZ a7 VE [Fo72~%w] tw
I MRTEY e RN E LTI ICE R S NS, L LERT A2 K912, —IiZ Tt

2 72 LDSM-5TlE, BADT L7 22TV ThD I EEFEIZLTWAITIZHSDD (1%
BIRCRIETREE) LB L awv, L) REIZETINTnD,
P LEREEBROEABICOWTIE Y (2011) ¥ BRI,



118 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

7 aTVEEoTH, ZORNICIEMELD L TOZDOT LI V2T VR
MO ERT L Eld, TR 7 a7 VEET LY L2 T IVOMIC
B LBERARETLIZ LAY, NFFT-0F) [HikR] 2b6dbiln
DR, BEPSIE, TRIVATVETATFT Y FATADANTIT) =L L
TEZ25EXI2F [N ARIICY E oW HROBUAO B % ik 5 =
b FLTHMAZBIMICER L E N EREIELT A & AREE SRS
(Przybylo, 2011, p.445)

NI —=OFRT DI, [V = TAT T 147 1 2 BFETHRER D
DL TWAILDOT MY 7 AIZBW TR, HLHHD [TA 75747 4] &
[(ffEd 5] T L2 T&% ] (Butler, 1990/1999, p47) . i 2. [CALAYIZHE
FEANRE L 7oy FAIEARE L SN CwZWREME R, Sl L 2B LT 2 &) 2%
Td % (Butler, 1990/1999, p.260)s ZD X9 /Nt 7 — DA b L1, T
TATIVDOAI 2T ARERERIIT L a7 VEBBETRER D DT B
HThbH, L) FRHFELEN T2 (Chasin, 2014) 6

7Y AT TN T —DMBmRAERINL S ) 1o0HENL, Tk
AT NOBPIGTAY = 2 F—ThWADHEIENFE L) TR
NTCnHZETH5 (Brottoetal,2010) °o N T—1dV = v & —Jtims B
FEROBUOETHGBILL VL0, LT V2T IVIZYAY 2
F—TlEHWwADRL W ETIUE, N —OHGmEHEAET A2 812 bh0 L
Be TEZ Y aTVIFRIZBWTN N —AFHENLERIZE. S0kH %
HH»H 5.

3 704 MNEBRICHITIZT7EI>aT7ILDITA

NWhT =3 704 NOT 7 AN EERF LAV, Yo — - TAT Y
T AT A OB BWCTREMEED [HEE] SNTnwbrZexmlTnd, L
PLIOHAATIE, 77 P27 VOFEIFEESN TR Y, ZOERIC

SR AR MREPNEREL 2w AD R 2E, IS D DB WA
FThL ., BERIGERBRT 5 AR, HAHVITHNIELREBET AL S TN TV,

SR LTay FHooMEEKE, TR VATV 2 Y — - TATF YT 474 %Y
ST H20DLDTIE RV, TORBIZOVTIISHRES LR LHENLETH S,



ARAX : XASYAU—MNI TV —ERFHRMEE | 119

X, 704 NOREHONEGRAT X7 22T VOGEZ BT TWDE 2 EHFEITFS
b,

7uA NI DROATE [EER] (asexuell) 72 3 2HRM 2L AR%
Fhi L <BIFCTw b (Freud, 1917/2012, p.376) . F727 10 A Mid, Mk R0
HEOAREY ZREYE LT T 271 Y AL %2HEDD, ZRDH RO
TR RENAKE o2t W] 8L A% L T2 (Freud,
1905/2009) s TH LT A FOEEHIZB VT, WHEENLHE OV 2
AT )T AN WICHETEL 2w, b LR AR ZRBE AL SINLEDT
H5°,

ZOEH 70 MREERELTVWAIENS, Vv ¥ — - TATY
TATAETLEZNN T —OHFHTIE, 77 a7 Vo3, mibidh i)
KRR Do LN T =13, A4 ORIEFEBIZ & o THBTRZ 7 A 72 74
T A QHEPANEEN L 9 B L) VHEW-oTnb, TN IZERETIEIT7EA O
FOANERGTAILEBLUTC, NMIT—OHEGICT X7 Y 2T VORI
B < 720 DA% T %0

B LB, 704 MIBWT [EHEN] 2 ABIZFTE L 2o Ko
Mt A T, [EEN] THL00 L) I2RZ B AMIZ, JEE EOBR . M
HEEBIEE A, MEIC L > THEHEZ B o TWnd A, FIELTHILP, L) ng
NPIMEOFENL LIl D, ZOHIZDOWT, 701 b [WHGFHOD

D=gEl S ECHHT 5,

I TuA ME DRSBTS S L IR 2. 7uA M X AuUHr
AR A L 72 B S BB O3 % fif 2 TV A%, 2 OBRFIC BV CHERL
I ARAE (ACRAERE) 12 [KEE) SN Cwd, 2F 1) 2 2 TILMEkE
. REY O SEG TR T A OO N PURE Rafkic L s s
DTH b, MkEHE., BORERBI LDV T L, ZOBOER CHLT

¢ ZCT [ vaT )T OE] b F 7 IR0 ] L FERC (IR IS 72
TFEVIHERIEGENLIBDOTHLE V) 7—a—DFERFEVHTELESH
(Foucault, 1976/1986, pp.136-137) Sl AYTESE L1, 1% (sexuality) % 5#ifl$ 2 b @
THY) ., ZOERT [ERISREEINIAF LD Eéﬁ-’?c BAashs] Zexmni o
THbo ZOIIZOWTIIRE (2020 LEFI]) 2ZMEN7zv,



120 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

rLahz’,

ZLT7uA MIEiu, BORERE A SMAZ L2 EREE, BLe XD
RESNL BEREEL LCBNL. BEREE LT BSOS ROV fIHT
LT EIE o TR S RITETH L, TD& X ITIFFE 2R
BB E 2o TB LT LREHENTHL I L0 5, AitEIRE & IFEN 5,
C DRITEZRRR 2 DR 2 \TFE DD 2 L2 & o T, RIS OB S
L A RPMMENEE ST EENDL, TOLH I, MR E 7273, %
R AENT D 2B, RIEEELLEOERR L LTHES TS, BRERSE
FEIZLoTRYVBZONDIEDERLENLIDTH D,

WIZBSEEICOWTHINTB &, 7v 27 2 a7 VI T % iam CRlEHE
Hy 2z bd@EihcBbhsird Lhiawv, LL704 b [HEHZOZD
D=R] 2HERLTOZEINZIE, BEIC L 21 ERSEE IERBIFE LA
DEFVETEINMAEL TV, 704 MIZH Lzl hEEELDD, [k
FBO—2DHER, T %b bR ASEEWIZHE VA, thadiE iyt
DOERDPHEFF SN L Z & THEEESEICR D v W fetkE £ 2 T\wb (Freud,
1905/2009, p.303) » DL EIEE % &, HLTEOE G/ L [ ] %
bOEARLGENID, EWVWH LRI THRLTHL,

EIICETONLONPMETH L, 70 A FOFEETIE, e AT —HEON
e LT [MEOME] R [MHERKENCH 3 2 IO TSR3 5 B
WCHLY M 2 226 ok ] AT 5D (Freud, 1905/2009, p.210)s 2 F h) —
B3 a e MMM ICHEZZREL, &2 TIREAMREE LTES TSN
TWBEDTH b,

WA, BN Tl RV HEAN LA S 82k 5T, FEiie San
WCEE LWERE T 2546, [H#E] LIFENhE, 2OLE)E— Frokl%
HEPHATVD, 2F D, JVE— FRBMHLENEDTH b,

ZOXHI, 7L FOBHAIZBNTT R a7 IVE, (1) FEE Eok

Toogug o MKEL I2owTiE, Yy - 75 v v a2 (1970/2018) 12 X B EEA 2R EAS
Wdr b o

TR aTNDENPIIL T 2T 4 Y A ARBDSM 2 T A NIHFEIELTHBY ., £
DEIBRNADI2DDITI 22T 14 b dH5 (The Asexual Sexologist, 2011) .



ARAX : XSV —WI T 5 —LRHNME | 121

o IREED, (2) WEIEEO—TEA, (3) MEBKE) & BT LAFAIRSE 2 585 L T
BAREED (4) FERLHSIEBRICE L HIN 2 A S vk & Jz
ENDHI LD, DI (1) & 3) iF, TH7 a7 VO ALHHITLR

AWM RRRTHHETRAHEH ) SR LT, 704 + o [515] e

WIEH L2277 a7 Ve M O % 0 RS 234 b & % (Kahn,
2014)0 LALT 7 a7 VORMITid, —fRICHER & S BITE % IR 2
bOL LTEKRIITTWEAb 5 (Gupta, 2017)s 2127 1T A O
fERT 2 802k, 2) L7277 v a7 VvOSREEAIETE 5 L)
MAEEZ DV D D

ZOHiz, ZZTr7uAf b [kl & ] L) HFFIZoW Tk
B Do 704 MIM LB ERO AT [P R] LI, HRENC L -
FISRI SNDITAT [HERE] LIFATWYS, TNWRTE7 v a7 IV DEHR
704 FORFFETEWRZIUE, T 7 a7V EdMRERCIZATH
by, bW liihb, HLLETLTEZ Y 2T VOEFRICED D DR
O7ZEFTIUL, BICHEHEAFE > Tw2 2 WwH 2T, TOARTEr v aT
NTIRBWERIET A EIXTERNVWI IR D,

T s T VERBMGTIICIRZ B720121E, 2o L) RBE,rS 7O A b
DT ANCHAHAET ZEVHERIES ) TTAEIIOWTIE, [FFEMZBEC
BHEOFEA S, WMRFEBIZER S NS 7a 12 A Th HIKEEL o F %
MBHDLARLREL] LIEHIN TS (R, 2016, p.60) o JEJIFEFN L1
COL) BEBOWHFIZTOA MO RWESNL, 74 M [HHERO-0
D=RE] OmHT [EPOWEED SWEHA L@ L T2 &) ZlkEE T T,
WHENI72EDL T LB TEZIIHP ] EHEML T2 (Freud, 1905/2009,
p264)o COXH , AKFELWAHMEIZELHFH L LT, 70 A ML E $HRE
WCERT Be $hbb, Wl 7TOL ADREENRERN TR WA TERT 58
BTHL. TMTMAT7aA MAAE, 5 2bbUERN 2 EE 2N TRV E

WZIp ) r—=ACE K L, W4 70t 2 LW Ch v B & ORI
FINC AR TTRE R AR D B L TRIET 5

EZAT, STTIIHMAMMED S D72 LU, HEHTEW T Ot RAZE T

7 AR BT 2 2 L AR BNADTIEARWVES ) 7o Thbb,



122 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

BTIERWEIED S . S 2OMEEEIZHA D) v 2EBMESNLOTIEL
WEA D D FERE TR a7 VICHT AREBENRANSHE IS AT
B &)1, IR LB SMERNEBIZ 57 7 Y a2 TV AFEET S (Yule,
Brotto, & Gorzalka, 2017), %9 72 31UE, it (1) 725 @) OFXNTI
TR aTVOFIEE RS I EPTRETH ), S 512 LSO [IEH 7%
AT EEOANADOLRPIZE T a7 VERBTZEH) ) b)) Tk
2% %0

4 BEBROERICKTIZ—XRNFIL S IL?

Stz UL, 7a A POMETIE [REN] 2 AP ST andgn
T, TH7 a7 FEeEoMNBOTEGZAONZVWEEFHIEL TVWEDT
Hbo BEZDL) BIEDREDLON. ZOMEEEZ5720121E704 LD
[TV T AN] L) ErHE %D,

704 MIWHEEPR S L DENS [THRANOREN ) € — Fia] 234
CTwb EFiET S (Freud, 1914/2010, p.120) » Z OMRIFM 22 1) ¥ — NfaH—
KIF N Y AL THDo —RMUFIVE Y ANBIEFHLZLDOTHY . HIZTHHF
TETHLDEEND, ZO—KMWF VY Y ALTE, BRI b EBERS
ERTOBOWFREENDIDTHD, 704 MILUE, FEBIEFEICED
BoTHRMF NS Y AL EZRFESELNLH, 0L EREESELN [HEK
JEe—F] 2225, BREELZERT 2720ICHCONLDTH %,

RN BY 2 ZOMFEN % F IV Y XK LT [RRMEHZIY A
GIETERTEFVY Y AL] RRWF VY Y XL EIEN S (Freud,
1914/2010, p119.) s KM F IV T 2 A AE—KT VY ¥ XA D LITHTHE TS
NHL0THY., T2 [HEKEZA] T [H—LICE > THERNERILAAT
{BYVE=F] WX ToRMF VY ALDMEDIRERA LR LELENTWD
(Freud, 1923/2007, p.27)e ZZAHMW L2 L 912, 7uf MILb 2T
) —ME—LOEFE. KTV P XA TLIHEEwm 2D TH 5,

704 MIEUE, AT v a) =ik, U E— FOMmEeREEL L 72 A2k
LEIED1DTH D, AT v —BHEIFELLFREF—LL, Zhi ATk
WY sAteAS, ZoL &) U= FPBEAHICNN) 28T, BEERVATE



ARAX : ASYAV—WI T V5 —E@HEME | 123

IS & ENbe NFT—ZTHUA MDAT YY) —GmaditffdT 52 & %@
LT [Vxv = TATUVTATARAT ) —OiE g2 H8m%
S % (Butler, 1990/1999, p.131) o SALMZFME Y 77— Db £ T, A4 13
V— FOM#H R E L COREEZEET 225, [ L 2T 3) =2kt E
29 UTHEIT A b 0% 5id, HTRINAFAUEEOEBIE, MITWIERIND
(GIHEE  BEEFERD] V20 8—  TATYyTATAEBR LTI E
THRIFEEND] OTH S (Butler, 1990/1999, p.133) o /N b T —13 2D L9 %5
ob LT, MEED [Pk 28T %,

EZAT, BB TOA MERSESIE. SO L) REWEEO [HEk] E2
KWF IV P XALDRILTELTWEBGEIEEEZONL, T LTRNF VY
FALP—KFN Y Y AL LIIERL L v e w) 704 FOFREZITA
N2 % oIE, FHEO [P E— kT Vs Y AL EFRE L TWD 2 Ik
Bo BV AU, WEEEO [HER] 1287 5T, 7127 32 7IVOFEIELHN
SNTVWBEZLILREDTH A,

EHI2784 ME, —RF VYV X LIZDOWT2ODOBREWEEER 25 L T
Who 120k, KT VY Y AL L B ZENENOMFRER L OBEIZOW
TThb, 704 MILiUE, BHEOMGESFUL IR L 258255 % ]
REEBE T 50 SIUIHRAD [ L WERGEKFEN] %1k 25, 2 0@ K
[ FHOBRBEN TV v XL (e ) BRI IN] boiZe s
N2 (Freud, 1914/2010, p.135) . 2% ) & ZTld. BUD D 2 5 RV %
EKLAHDIE, ZZCHGHEZRBI2LEEENTVLIDOTH LD, UK
LCModaiciz, BEHOREE & DIC—KBF VY ¥ XL EBHET S 7
O, [EROMNRE, 20 b EMERGHEZ ML) W RE] ZArbive Sh
% (Freud, 1914/2010, p.135)

COFANEED L IINFRTE L5 e TTHELD CDEME L THD
B 7RV ATVOaI 2T A IR LD LSS L v 2 kR
WM RFER T LTV 2O LBRTE 20 Lk, L LEUIMA

YIRS v TR RALZAETEZVL OO, 3430 AORIEED D b [
T:51% 1TV 13% B 9%, Bk 12 4%, ZFOM:23%] L) o =T
FAb B 5 (Miller, 2012, p.2) o



124 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

T S22 a7 )T 4 L) R E B I OREE A SRS LT
Wi EW) VI yF—OIEIHREIEATYRS Y, 2F D, —RF LT DX
LD DiEm DR P TIER BBV IER SN T LDTHL, TOLH)
KT, 727 a7 VOREILERMORBEIL L b ER LS H L EEZ N
%o

b1k, —KWF VY P AL M EN L BRICETLb0THL, 71
A M THGOTHICEEZ b > CTET - LOBE | oS4 mE T, —Kk
IV v R LOFEEHENT 5 (Freud, 1914/2010, p.138), 5\ ift 2 1UE, —
KIGF VY P AL E ) BEET ED OB bEEEL PN/ DO TIE R, K
NEBBE LGRS RN E SN ORDOTH L, SHICT78 1 M,
FUY Y ANGRNZLD [FHOEs v 27 ) 74 2ERL L) &3 508
OB TWwa L F8RT % (Freud, 1914/2010, p.138)o 2 F D —RIYF IV
ARG BREIE. SR TR 7280w BEZ BT A RIS O 6
TWbHDThb,

AR TR ZOEFICOWT, L LAT7USL NZENT L7 a7 IVOFETH
ISR L TR0, LRLZV. 979502 b0BHT 5 L9120 R
AL LTMESNT, L EFTH [HFHEOTREE RS 255108
WCOR] HIETREE b ZNW X ARTEEZ O CHERIE IER [HRmE
LWL, B LAABMNBEORN O D 2ERICHERT L] L& 2
53% (Laplanche et Pontalis, 1967/1977, p.400) . N A B E 2729 2T, 7k
AT VEFRING (227227 ) 74 O] LR EHBIE, THrvaT
VOBREBEE, 27 2aT7) T4 V) MEREZ RIS EL7200 [HRAODHE
Bl THHLEERDEA), 2FN, VAT YT A OREE—RIHF VT Y
ARSI LS5 THRETHIET, MoT7uAf MyABEHF TR 27 54
2 LA ENHRRICREZDTH S,
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57— ﬁﬁ%&%@&Lf%iéﬂfu%(%7/1707ftwv%A E O T,
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% (Butler, 1997/2012, p212) o b LZ ) 72L& 1L, —KMF LT T XA LD
TYs AT VOBRRLE V) BEIL N T —OHGRENTTEILIREDT
[EARY/

TRz L9, —RBTr L7004 M, BENZ KBTIV X LR 1L
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$2b0L LCwmLTHEY P BEL L TOHEOERLFMLIBRATVLHTH
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W [FED Z WS =74 7] ThiHIzo, HHRE L [ 20RO KR
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1990/1999, p.145) o /N b 7 —IZRBA L BE R OXFNIHH I TH L 2 L2 5,
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5] Pk o T, BHIIEEANLIEITIL 9 5" (Przybylo, 2011, p.457, il i
W)o BRI, £ YT 7 REA BRI EET 55 AT, [BITA
— SRR OPEIT A = PR M A D48 ) (C I LR S S AU & 5 R L
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Abstract
Melancholy Gender and Compulsory Sexuality:

Theoretical Considerations on Asexual “Erasure”

Yuu MATSUURA

Judith Butler’s theory of melancholy gender echoes some findings in
asexuality studies; however, it does not consider asexual agency. Thus, this
article aims to review Butler’s literature from the standpoint of asexuality
studies. I argue that Freudian theory denies the possibility of asexuality
because of its hypothesis of primary narcissism. Similar to melancholia,
primary narcissism has the “trace” of the object. However, Butler overlooks
the significant difference between melancholia and primary narcissism. Unlike
melancholia, primary narcissism is not marked by the experience of self-
beratement; thus, it does not contain any affects that can be converted to
political expression. In the system of compulsory sexuality, asexuality can be
situated in a similar position. Based on the above points, I refer to the
prohibition of homosexuality in melancholia as “foreclosure” and the denial
of asexuality in primary narcissism as “erasure.” In this way, Butler’s
framework is extended in order to theorize the possibility of resistance in

asexuality.

Keywords:

asexual, compulsory sexuality, queer studies, psychoanalysis, sexuality
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About the Rainbow Award for Gender and
Sexuality Studies (RAGSS)

Etsuko KATO
(Editor-in-Chief)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies (RAGSS) is a prize
awarded to theses of exceptional quality (B.A., M.A., or Ph.D.) in the field of
gender and sexuality studies. The prize was established by the founder of CGS,
Professor Kazuko TANAKA (retired in 2014).

Kazuko FUKUDA’s B.A. thesis, “A Study on the Possibility for
Authorization of Unapproved Modern Contraceptives Considering from
Approval Process of Contraceptive Pill in Japan: Toward Better Sexual and
Reproductive Health and Rights of Women Living in Japan,” was selected to
receive the RAGSS award in AY2018. Fukuda’s thesis is an ambitious analysis
of the gap between Japan and the world in terms of the authorization process
of contraceptives approved by WHO. In Japan, contraception, a critical choice
for women, is mostly practiced by male-centric methods of condoms, not by
women’s active choice of taking pills. Fukuda asks the “why” behind this social
fact, verifying her hypothesis that the peculiarity of Japanese society derives
from factors such as the amount of information, roles played by professionals,
and external pressures. The strength of Fukuda’s thesis lies in its multifaceted
research methods: the discursive analysis of male-centrism reflected in the titles
of the articles of past popular magazines; the investigation of professional
reports which led to the authorization of pills in the past; the interviews with
obstetricians, among others. Written as a thesis of Public Policy major, Fukuda’s
work raises a general question on the deprivation of women’s autonomy on
their own sexuality, embodying the interdisciplinarity of gender and sexuality
studies.

Below you find an abstract of the thesis.
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A Study on the Possibility for Authorization
for Unapproved Modern Contraceptives
Considering from Approval Process of
Contraceptive Pill in Japan: Toward Better
Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights of
Women Living in Japan

Kazuko FUKUDA

In Japan, many modern contraceptive methods for women'’s use, such as
implants and injections, despite having a success rate of more than 90%, have
not been approved. Despite many of them being part of the WHO Model Lists
of Essential Medicines (WHO 2017), and regardless of the recognition of their
access as a right by the 1994 Cairo International Conference on Population and
Development. In this study, I suggested the necessity of the following three
factors in order to reach the approval of female contraceptive methods:
information, research towards approval, and external shock. To develop my
argument, I looked at the oral contraceptive pill in Japan, which is also a female
contraceptive method and has been approved in Japan and compared it with
other modern contraceptive methods that have not yet been approved.

In the case of the pill, the first research presentation on the subject was
given in 1955 in Japan, medical professionals of course knew about it, but the
general public was also aware of the existence of the pill as a contraceptive
method thanks to magazines and textbook at a relatively early stage, which
led to calls for approval. Since then, there have been several actors reproducing
this research, and despite frequent cancellations and delays with regards to
the meetings for approval, due to the outcome of the research, many concerns
were successfully eliminated. On top of such accumulation of knowledge, the

final decision for approval was done due to what I refer in this thesis as



144 | Gender and Sexuality vol.15

“external shock,” which, in this case, corresponds to the unusual early approval
of Viagra. Viagra, a pharmaceutical drug to treat erectile dysfunction in men,
despite deaths in Japan and overseas, was approved in less than six months.
Nevertheless, in 1999 the pill was finally approved and the driving force behind
this decision was connected to the growing criticism both in Japan and abroad
concerned with the country’s stance against contraceptives for women'’s use.

Besides, this thesis has revealed that not only the general public, but also a
large group of physicians in Japan still do not know about the existence of
several unapproved modern contraceptive methods. In addition, I researched
whether there was any movement towards approval by any stakeholder, and at
the moment of this research there was not any. The main reason for this, is due
to the low spread of the usage of the pill, which has led to believing that female
contraceptives in general are not profitable. Also, what enabled the previously
mentioned “external shock” was not only the oppression of a male-dominated
society, and the lack of recognition of women’s needs as essential, but also, that
many Japanese women do not know about unapproved contraceptive methods,
and they prefer relying on condoms or even interrupt their pregnancy if they
fail than using hormonal contraceptives. An “external shock” in such a setting
is unlikely to happen and so it is their long-awaited approval.

As part of my thesis I also interviewed the president of “Professional
Women’s Coalition for Sexuality and Health,” Dr. Tomoko Saotome, an
obstetrician gynecologist, and discussed about deeply rooted themes in
Japanese society, such as the stigma on pill, women, and sex.

From my research, I can understand that it will still take long time before
we ensure the protection of the rights to access modern contraception in Japan.
However, it is really important to change the current reality of sexual and
reproductive health and rights for women living in Japan, which continue to
be ignored. Considering the current lack of discussion regarding modern
unapproved contraceptive methods, I hope this research one important

contribution.
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Event Report

A Conversation Between Sayaka Murata and
Ginny Tapley Takemori: Gender, Literature and
Translation

Coordinator:
Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Assistant Professor, CGS)

The 25th of January 2019 between 17:30 and 20:00, we welcomed author
Sayaka Murata and literary translator, Ginny Tapley Takemori here at ICU and
discussed issues around gender, literature, and translation, and we particularly
addressed the English translation of Convenience Store Woman. The event
included the introduction of the guests, background of the event, an interview
session, live readings, and time for questions and answers from the audience.
It was conducted in English, and Manuel Azuaje-Alamo was Murata’s
interpreter from Japanese into English. Around 65 people participated,
including students, academic staff and members from translation and academic
circles outside ICU.

I was inspired by a daylong symposium on Japanese literary translation
“Strong Women, Soft Power” held on November 18th, 2017 by Allison Markin
Powell, Lucy North and Ginny Tapley Takemori, which resonated with my
own research on Japanese contemporary women writers and with my desire
to promote the translation and study of their works. During this symposium
we listened to author Minae Mizumura and translator Juliet Winter Carpenter,
and I decided to host a similar event, bringing author and translator together
to spark a conversation on their art and collaboration. The powerful and
unconventional works of Sayaka Murata offer a world of possibilities to rethink
what we as a society consider “normal,” together with current sociocultural

models of family, reproduction, sexuality, and marriage among others; thus,
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they are worthy of being explored from a gender and sexuality perspective.

This report revisits my conversation with both the author and translator, and

is written as an interview —condensed, edited and translated by me.

Juliana Buritica Alzate: How did you start writing? How did you start

translating?

Sayaka Murata: I've been writing novels since my childhood years. Since I was
a child, I enjoyed imagining stories, but I didn’t really start writing novels until
I'was in elementary school in my third or fourth year. It was not until I went
to university that I started writing so-called junbungaku (pure literature), and
I started applying for prizes, and right after graduating from university, upon

winning one of these prizes, I made my debut in the literary scene.

Ginny Tapley Takemori: I actually started translating from Spanish and
Catalan, I was living in Barcelona at the time, and I was working for a literary
agent as a foreign rights agent. That is when I discovered Japanese literature.
And, to cut a long story short, I just decided that that’s what I wanted to study,
and I just dropped everything and went back to university and studied
Japanese at SOAS in London. Then I got a job at Kodansha International and
worked there for a few years before I left and did a Master program and then

started translating.
JBA: What does writing and translation mean to you?
SM: I think it hasn’t changed since my childhood years: I write to learn. When

I write a novel, I write it without knowing the ending. So, whenever I reach

the ending, I am able to know something that I was not aware of or know some
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specific part about humanity. When I was a kid, I liked the expression honto
no honto “the truth of the truth,” and it is still an important word for me. I feel
novels lead us towards a deeper truth beneath the common truths claimed by

everybody. Novels—like ships—carry meaning.

GTT: As a translator, I've always loved reading. I mean, ever since I was a
child, and I've always loved language, so it makes sense to me to combine both
things. I just love the process of translation—I love working out what is going
on in the original book, how the author is constructing their story, what they
are trying to achieve, thinking about the story from every single possible angle,
and the language they are using. It is really fun for me to try to reconstruct all

of that in English.

JBA: Convenience Store Woman is both a national and international success. It
not only won the Akutagawa Prize, sold over a million copies in Japan, but
also, it is going to be translated and published in thirty-one different countries.
The English translation has been short-listed for the Edward Stanford Travel
Writing Awards in the category of “Fiction with a Sense of Place” and has also
won an accolade of Foyles Fiction Book of the Year. How do you feel about this
success? What do you think makes this novel so successful? And do you think

your other works will follow this path of triumph?

MS: Well, I am very surprised. Convenience Store Woman is a rather strange
novel, and because I thought of convenience stores as particularly a Japanese
place, I was surprised at the number of people who read it in Japan, but
especially at its success abroad. Perhaps it was good that I wrote it without
having something fixed in mind. I wrote about a Japanese world without
having a particular idea about what feelings it would elicit, so even though my
next novels will be translated, I still think that from now on I should continue

to write without thinking of having a fixed idea in mind.
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GTT: Well, I am also quite taken aback by just how successful it has been
because it is very unusual for a first novel to be translated into English to do
really quite so well, and to sell to so many different languages is really quite
extraordinary, and we’re obviously very happy about it. As for why;, it’s
certainly a difficult question to answer because I don’t really know, but I think
that the novel is dealing with a lot of universal themes. Even though it is set in
a Japanese shop, everyone knows what a shop is, and everybody goes to a
shop, so I think it’s relatable on that level. The other things in the novel as
well —about what is normal and what is society and how do you fit into society,
what it’s like not to fit in—1I think it’s all very relatable. Also, the fact that
Murata-san writes without judgement; she’s not making any sort of political
statements, she’s just writing a story without judgement so that the characters
and the themes come out, and it’s kind of funny as well, so I think that just
struck a chord with people somehow. As for future novels, I hope so! But her

other novels are very different, so we will see.

JBA: Could you tell us about your experience touring together and promoting
this book abroad, in the U.K. and in the U.S.? How did you feel about their

reception of the work?

MS: Last year on October we went together with Ginny to Cheltenham Literary
Festival and London, then we went to the Toronto Writers Festival and finally,
to different events in lowa and New York. I felt that compared to Japan, it was
mostly read as a feminist novel. I got the impression that people understood
and related more to Keiko as a character in the U.K. than in the U.S. This is just
my impression. I had all kinds of conversations during all these events, and it
was a special experience for me. Both in the U.K. and in the U.S. I was able to
visit different publishing houses—independent publishers, and Granta, in the
U.K., and Grove Atlantic in New York—and had special conversations with

my editors, which, to me, felt like miraculous encounters.
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GTT: On a personal level it was a really nice opportunity to spend time with
Murata-san, to get to know her better and get to talk more about her work. But
it was also an extremely interesting experience to see how readers in different
places react to the book as well. One thing that I found really quite amusing
was that people abroad seemed to think of conveniences stores as selling
gourmet food —like really healthy gourmet food, whereas in Japan the image
of convenience store food is not very good for you, it’s just quick and easy. So,
that was kind of funny. The readers were very nice. Once, we did a signing in
Kinokuniya in New York and one girl, who had been at one of our other events,
came back to see us again and brought some gifts. That was the first time that’s

ever happened to me. That was very nice.

JBA: I find that the description of Convenience Store Women as a “fiction with a
sense of place” is very fitting. Without the convenience store there is no story.
What kind of place is depicted in the novel, and how did you manage to
translate it into English and make it accessible to an international audience?
What other places are you fascinated by, or what other places would like to

write about?

MS: The convenience store as a place is indeed a special place for the
protagonist, but it has always been a special place for me too. So, I thought I
would write about convenience stores once I stop working, as an older woman,
but I wrote it much sooner. The convenience store depicted in the novel is an
ideal store. I have worked in 5 or 6 different stores and incidentally all of them
had gone bankrupt. So, I merged these stores together and created an ideal,
ultimate store as if I was its manager: with its morning salutation, with
motivated employees. So that is why it is such a wonderful place for Furukawa-
san. Even though I have also worked at family restaurants in the past, I really
like Japanese kissaten (traditional coffee shops) and I often sit and work there,

where I have listened to very strange conversations, so I would like to write
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about it some day.

GTT: Ok, well, with the translation it was quite the challenge to try to make
sure I brought to light the convenience store in the imagination of the readers
in English because it is something that most readers will not have experienced.
The very first paragraph of the book is a good example of how I go about it.
So, the Japanese basically just says: “the convenience store is filled with sound.”
But that one sentence already, for a Japanese person, takes them straight into
a familiar environment. Everybody knows a convenience store, so they are
already in the store imagining it. And it then goes on to describe the sounds
in the store, but it just says: “the sound of people taking a drink out of the
machine” or “the sound of the door chimes.” Whereas in English I had decided
to make it more descriptive: the “tinkle of the door chime” or the “calls of the
store-worker” or the “beeps of the barcode scan.” I used descriptive words like
that to try to make it more immediate in the imagination of somebody who

has never actually been in one.

JBA: I would like to ask about the writing process, themes, and translation
process of your most recent novel Earthlings (2018) and Convenience Store

Women (2016)?

MS: Earthlings and Convenience Store Woman went through very different
processes of writing. I decided to make the convenience store the setting of the
novel and then I wrote the sketches of the characters, for example, the manager
is this kind of person, Furukawa-san has this kind of face, and so on, I
continued building the story like this. As the story develops, the characters
also, so the manager grows to be a little more evil and disgusting, and Shiraha-
san who was supposed to make a small appearance in the novel, ended up
taking a bigger role as I wrote a lot about his figure, so I had to rewrite his

portrait. Yet, I just wrote it like this, at once, in half a year. For Earthlings, the
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setting is quite different, as it is set in Nagano. Actually, my grandmother’s
home on my father side is in Nagano, and even though I've been told that I
visited multiple times as a child, when writing the novel, I realized I had to go
back to remember all the details, so I went to Nagano several times, 1
interviewed my father and many other people, all towards creating the scenery,
and this took plenty of time. But then, I go on to sketch the characters’ portraits

and from then on, the process is pretty much the same.

GTT: Well, I think the translation processes are basically the same and I have
to immerse myself in the world of the novel and bring the English out of it. It
is a very different novel, and there are some disturbing scenes in it, some quite
scary ones. As a reader, when I read Earthlings, I could not put it down! I was
just reading until I finished it and it was really scary in places, but it was really
amazing. As a translator, though, I have distance. I am very analytical when I
am translating, so my emotions are on one side and that is how I can go into

translation.

JBA: In Convenience Store Women, Keiko’s ideas of “normality” seem to change
throughout the story, yet in the end she sticks with her initial view. Because of
the mismatch between societal expectations and ideas of a sense of purpose,
and Keiko’s own ideas and expectations, her final decision of going back to the
convenience store may be seen as “tragic” or at the very least “odd” from the
eyes of the so-called “normal” people (like her sister Mami, family, friends,
co-workers, and even Shiraha-san—who is also depicted as an outsider within
the story). But from Keiko’s perspective, it is a happy ending because she is
coherent with her authentic self. It is only through the convenience store that

she feels connected to humanity. How did you make this final decision?

SM: As I do not write with an ending in mind, I was also nervous and excited

when thinking about Keiko’s decision. In the middle of the story I was
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wondering if Keiko would return to the convenience store, or if she would end
up in hell with Shiraha san, it was scary. But I cannot control that because Keiko
is the one who decides. The last scene of the novel, the one in which one can
hear the sounds of the convenience store, just floated over me. Yet, I did not
build that scene, Keiko did. Once I finished, I thought: “Oh, good, Keiko
returns to the convenience store.” So, I am glad that it was a happy ending for
Keiko.

JBA: Could it be read as a love story between Keiko and the store? The reason
I'm asking is because I also read your short love letter titled “Dear Convenience
Store” (2014), in which it is clear that there are romantic and sexual feelings
between the two. Yet, you sign the letter and not Keiko. But, could Keiko have

written this letter?

SM: When I was asked to write a “love letter” I envisioned a protagonist that
was not me. She is slightly different from me as she falls in love and has sex
with a convenience store. It stands out in the middle of beautiful love letters
from different people. So, I wrote a rather strange kind of love letter. When the
protagonist confesses her love to the convenience store, she says: “The number
one reason I love you is that you made me human.” Convenience Store Woman
emerged from this one line. Yet, Keiko did not write this letter. For instance,
Keiko has no sexual interest at all. Also, even if the title is Konbini ningen, she
is more like a creature or living being than a person, so I think the author of

the letter is other than Keiko.

JBA: In a conversation with literary translator Rita Kohl —who has translated
both the letter and the novel into Portuguese as Querida Konbini—the following
question on pronouns arose. In Japanese, the repetitive use of boku renders the
convenience store as being male-coded, yet some ambiguity persists, and in

English “I” is a gender-neutral pronoun—so in Japanese and English the
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convenience store is not necessarily gendered. However, in languages like
Portuguese and Spanish the konbini is “a loja’ or ‘la tienda,” which require a
female pronoun. Since the convenience store has a voice in this story and the
store is female-coded, it may read as a lesbian love letter. What are your views

on this aspect?

MS: I was really surprised at this question, really unexpected. When I wrote
the love letter, I used boku without thinking much. When I imagined the store
as a human, I guess I pictured a “bad guy,” if I had used watashi, even if I was
picturing a man it would have been too polite, and I wanted someone a little
different, I envisioned a convenience store that was a sort of “bad-boy
boyfriend.” But in English, the connotations of the first-person pronoun boku
are lost, and the fact that in both Spanish and Portuguese it turns into a female
noun is really surprising. If this is the case, I guess that the image of the
convenience store as a “bad-boy boyfriend,” becomes more lovable, a little
more charming. I thought it was really bad that the convenience store was
cheating on the letter-writer with the manager and when it introduced a new
coffee maker. If the convenience store is thought of as a woman, I guess those
feelings would change, and perhaps she would be thought of as the protagonist
of the story. I think it is somehow more charming to imagine a woman having

feelings of infidelity.

GTT: I don't really have a lot to add to that, just that, because I do know
Spanish, when I saw that question I was like, “right, yeah I never thought of
that.” In English, because of the boku (written in the original), I was imagining
the store as a male, so I think it does come across as very male in English but...

that’s a very interesting idea.

JBA: Convenience Store Woman has been described as a social commentary on

Japan’s work culture. Since you were actually working in a convenience store

1583
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for more than 20 years while writing this and many other novels, how do you
view your own working culture? Given that the convenience store is depicted
as an ideal place, what are you saying about the workplace in general, and how
does it feel to be a full-time writer nowadays? How do you both manage your

time?

MS: I guess I can address this now that I no longer work at a convenience store.
When I was at a similar event at a university in New York someone asked if
the convenience store job depicted in the novel was a “black baito” (an
exploitative part-time job) and I was really shocked at this expression being
used all the way in New York. Yet, I do think that is another side of this novel.
Even though I enjoyed working at the convenience store, several managers
fainted. I saw around 20 managers and out of those, about 4 or 5 fell ill and
had to quit their job, and a new manager would take their place. Compared
with how it was before in the past, the situation is much better nowadays, yet
I think there is certainly room for improvement. In this novel, regardless of
this situation, I wrote the convenience store, from the camera angle of the
protagonist, Keiko, as an ideal place. If we would look at the convenience store
from a different camera angle there is a chance for it to be depicted as an
exploitative and terrible workplace. There were times when I was not feeling
well, when I would throw up every day while working part-time, so even
though I went back to the shop my health condition wasn't so good, so now
I'm a full-time novelist. Yet, after quitting my job at the convenience store it
became harder to make time to write novels. Because of this I have asked my
publishers to let me use one of their meeting rooms, and in a way, I now

commute to my job as a writer.

GTT: I work from home, which is a very nice thing to do, but it also requires
a fair bit of discipline to make yourself get down to work. Somehow, I don't

have a routine, but I have deadlines so, whenever the deadline’s getting closer,
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I'have to really force myself to get down to it. Most of the time I manage to set
myself a certain number of pages I want to translate every day. I try to make a

plan of the book. I don’t always manage to keep it but I try.
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Event report

Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia

Coordinators:
Andrea LUNA (Master’s student, Peace Studies, ICU; Ad Pacem)
Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Assistant Professor, CGS)

On April 16th, 2019, we welcomed Judge Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla at
ICU to give a lecture titled: “Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia.”
This event was co-hosted by the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) and Ad
Pacem, a student association under the Department of Public Policy and Social
Research. With around 35 participants from different countries and
backgrounds, including students, faculty, and people from outside ICU, this
was a unique opportunity to learn about the Colombian peace process and the
gender perspective included in its Final Agreement.

Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla is a Judge of the Chamber of Amnesties or
Pardons and the Chairperson of the Gender Equality Commission in the Special
Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) in Colombia. She has been a senior lawyer in
Women’s Link Worldwide, a clerk in the State Council of Colombia and a senior
lawyer at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Costa Rica). Besides,
she holds a degree in law (J.D.) from Los Andes University of Colombia and
an LLM (Cum laude) in International Human Rights and Criminal Justice from
Utrecht University. She has also given lectures and seminars in several
institutions across Latin-American countries.

Judge Sandoval shared her knowledge and expertise regarding the Integral
System of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and No-Repetition (SIVJRNR), and the
Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP). The talk also focused on specific aspects
relevant to LGBTIQ people and women, and her experience working in the

Gender Commission. Through this event, the audience was introduced to the
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background of the armed conflict in Colombia, the longest-running armed
conflict in the Western hemisphere. Moreover, Judge Sandoval explained about
the successive waves of confrontation among guerrilla, government and
paramilitary forces in Colombia; a situation that has caused enormous losses,
more than 6 million internally displaced persons, among others.

According to Judge Sandoval, almost 9 million people registered as victims
of the conflict in Colombia, out of which 52% are women. In order to build
long-lasting peace, the Colombian Peace Agreement has considered victims to
be at the center of the process and has incorporated a gender perspective for
the first time in a peace agreement. In the first part of the session, the Judge
explained the structure and objectives of the SIVJRNR, and focused on
developing key concepts such as recognition, memory, truth, and reparation.
In the second part, she described the JEP, its objectives, and its composition.
Later on, she gave us an overview of different current cases in Colombia in
order to explain the type of sanctions that can be imposed through this judicial
system and its constitution.

In the concluding part of the talk, Judge Sandoval focused on explaining
how the Gender Commission works, and how it plays an essential role in
promoting the effective implementation of the gender approach in the Special
Jurisdiction for Peace. The participants had the chance to question themselves
on how gender perspective is defined, and what are its main characteristics.
Judge Sandoval offered valuable insights regarding the importance of adding
a gender perspective, such as the need to focus on the LGBTIQ community and
aim to understand the disproportionate harm and violence that this community,
and women have suffered during the conflict. Furthermore, she underlined
the benefits of recognizing gender perspective in terms of methodology, as a
key path to acknowledge and transform gender inequality, and to understand
how patriarchy is the primary cause of gender-based violence during an armed
conflict.

Towards the end of the event, there was time open to discussion and
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questions from the audience. The audience showed great interest in the topics
discussed, especially for those interested in both peace studies and gender
studies. Among some of the interventions made by the participants, topics such
as intersectionality and personal agency were mentioned. The Judge pointed
out that an intersectional approach should begin with listening to the
experiences of women themselves. Intersectionality shows that identities and
personal backgrounds do not fit in neatly defined categories; thus, it is key to
keep in mind the particular context for each case of discrimination or violence.
Other questions were related to the accountability of the parties in the process,
in response, Judge Sandoval explained the workings of amnesty and reduction
of prison sentences and stressed the role of compensation processes for the
victims. Students also mentioned feeling inspired by having a female speaker
from Latin America on campus, because the event gave a platform to a voice
that is rarely heard here on campus.

“Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia” was a great opportunity
to discuss complex situations such as a Peace Process, and the intimate
relationship between peace building and gender. Undoubtedly, it was relevant
for the participants to approach to the political circumstances of a Latin
American country, learn from the achievements, and identify the challenges
that remain in the future. Likewise, it was an honor to have a guest like Judge
Sandoval Mantilla on campus, who came all the way from Colombia to Japan,
and allowed us to know about her first-hand experience as a peace builder,
one among many who work every day to guarantee the rights of groups that
have been historically discriminated. Finally, we were able to create a space for
dialogue, and cultural exchange, through which it was possible to recognize
the importance of applying a gender perspective to the construction of peace.

Thank you very much to all who participated in this event!

169



170

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

1N MRE

anry TG, EELFMT vk R

I—F 4 p—F—:
7Y FVUT « VF (ICUTFHMRELRELER. Ad Pacem)
FZIVTF - TIVFT 47 - TIVYET (CGSBI%)

201944 H16H, TLZH Y FT - PN - v r7 4 Py HFHELICUIL
BUZL, [aarE7lBIFaLM, EfRLFM7Tara] Lwnw) sy A b
THHETo TV, ZOANY M, Yoy =gt > ¥ — (CGS)
by AFRECR - SRR O ERIATH S Ad Pacem O TIT b L7z, &
By BE, FHoK R, BEELERORLLIHBHZORLEEND
IR YETOMFET O AL ZORMERIZEEINLE Y =2 ¥ — OB L IZDOW
THE, HR Rk o7,

PNy T Py RIBBAE, a0 €7 o [FIFICE S 2 Fe g
H AT (Special Jurisdiction for Peace: JEP) ] &3 = v ¥ —FHEZHXLTHBE T,
KWK OCBHAALREOHETH B, WIE, Y4 A XYy - T—VFTA
Fo LEREL, ooy ETEBERE. $727 20 2 REAMSHTT (Ea X
7)) 7)) OLEEFRELSHO TNz, MAT, IR ETOURT ¥ T AKRF:
IZBWT, EFEEMREL JD) 2L, 2 bk PRFOEBAMESL LU
HFFREGE Tt (LLM) 2852 TIUE L Tw b HRIE 7,
FT v - T AU OEZENI BT B EBOMM THEC Y I F—2fToTE 7,

B RoNOVHIEE, [H%E, B BHE. BRIz 0B EKE (the
Integral System of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and No-Repetition: SIVIRNR) | &
B 2 BB GRS LT, ARERPEMNEREAILF L TS5
720 WHOBFHIE L 72, LGBTIQD A4 & TR E < B 2 455 O M 1 =

Vb EBLTHRE, PR TROEIITONCO LIRS THL, o
E7IZB 2 RDGHFOERIIOVWT AR EEO N B2, U F



ANV MRS JOVETICSIF2EE. ERETFANTOER | 171

POVHEE, ) T B REMBE O O L OME RS E D IZOWTHE
Wz 7z €NiL600 /7 %2 5 ENMERZ E Lo & T5, ALK ET]
iz Lok 2o 72,

T ROVHIEFRIZ IR, 00T A A S ANANTT Y ETIZBI D55 OW
EHELTRFBINTBY, 20 bD52%IETNETH L, EAR L FM%HE
Y Loz, auy ETHITFHEFEEL LM 7O ADHPLTH 5
EEZDENIBY, FEEICBNTHOTY 2 ¥ ¥ —Ofma ) Ahiz,
RO O78— b TlE, HIFLSIVIRNR Offirs & HIIZ DWW TR L. &RE,
OB, HEE, FLUBE Lo, BRELODHDF— - TS MR Y
T7zo WHEOFFHD/S— P Tl HFHITEP L 2O HIW, HiEIZ oW THH %
Mz7ze 20k, WHEEaE L ETICBIT 2HAEDRE 4 R BHOMEE L
B OFEEY AT A L E AL CRSN) ZHEOMEEIIOVTHH L7,

HEHOREO/S— P T, Y FOOVHERRED L ICY 2 vV - PE) &
B&hied 270, MEEEZ TP T 2 EBEREHITIC BT 20 5 —
BEOT 70 —F ORI L FE A RAET 2 RN REE LW RICT
MEV) ZEICBT ABICHES A LT TV, A XY MRIFIR. Wil
Y —OREENERIND D, TOTEBFFHE I ED L) 2 b O M T 55
BRIz, WHIEY 2 v OB HENR 5 2 L OBEEICH T 2 B E 4 Hk
ARLTLZE 072, $4bb, LGBTIQ I I 2 =7 1 M Z 4T 5 LEM,
Fo, Z0aAI =T EREEFRIIHEFOMIH S TE2H T D ICHED
KREWEELERENZHMBL L) ETHIEOLEMLE V720 DIZONTO R
Thbo, SHIHFL, V¥V —RPELBRBRLLET L7200, F72, X
FEHIACPICRAR T HOY « v F — 1T R O—IRYER T 5 H % Bl
TH72OOHELLERHE LT, FEMICELTY 2 vy — O EEd 5 &
OF R R L 720

ANRY PORBETIE, WRPOSOEMET A Ad vy ¥ a X OOk
WA o7z SPRIRZE L ¥ = v ¥ —TF5e I BE 2 FE ORI & Y bIS . il T
SN2 PE Y 7 ICRERGER L, BRICL2HFLTO) b, K&
£ (intersectionality) XM ADIT%7) (agency) Loz ¥ v 7 250U LT
Shzze WEE. RENGT 70— FIELHA G ORBICHE A ET 2 2 L2506



172

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

FLNELZLEML . ZEE (OWE) . 747 Y714 7 1 RLEAOERED
ToXDEEREINNT T —IZBZBTEESL LV EEZRL TS, L
o T ZHRERIIOZNZTNOFHNL > TORBOTIRE ZRET 5 Z & H%E
LD, MOEMIEHT 70 ALGEZFOIBEHTICET 20707,
U LT > B v gid, K e MM oM ORREEL S L, pEEIcL
TOMMET O ADOEEZ WA L7z FELBETL, Fy XA TITY - T
AN AP WOREZREZMZH L 52D UTHBESNIZEEIIOVWTHFENR
L7ze ANV EDPF Y YRNATEOSICHE BTSN WEICY 25 2 725
572,

[ao 7B 57, IERE P72 ] &, PHgEE Y= v 5 —
DEFEZ BRI 70 1 R & v o 7B IR R RS 5 Ol iR 7E -
7oo WL DL AN MEIBMEDT T - T A S O—EHOBURTEH
T7U—F L2, ERESNTELZEMIOVTEAZY | [ 2 R & 45
FELZZNTADICEE 572 F/20 FU PNV -2 T4 Vv HHEDL ) Y
ANEBWRATELIEIIRERIEE 570 EVIHDL, ltid, 13A1E5 0
O ET7NL AL THET, BRAIZEN SN TEHEROWEN 2 RIES 272
DIZH AT 2% S OPRIMEEHHEO— AL LT, BLYDOHEEORERE A
LHETLEE N7, 29 LTRABIR, Mi5E RO 720 D22 % 1F
LIZENTE, COZMEBL T, V¥ —OHEZFRBEIOHT A &
DEFEW BT DI EDREL oo 72e TOANY MIBIIL7ZETHO AL
WEEELZV,



Event report
Talk Session: Let’s Talk about Pregnancy,
Childbirth and Parenting on Campus! #7

Coordinators:

Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Assistant Professor, CGS)
Letizia GUARINI (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
Natsumi IKOMA (Professor, CGS)

On June 3rd, 2019 we gathered at the Center for Gender Studies (CGS)
during lunch time to host the 7th sharing and discussion session: “Let’s Talk
about Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Parenting on Campus!” This time we
welcomed 14 participants, including Faculty members, students and external
visitors. Among the participants there were students and professors who are
parents themselves, general supporters, and even a participant who came with
their baby. Hence, the need for a day care facility at the university spoke for
itself.

Some people had come to the previous talk sessions, and for some this was
their first time joining, so at first, we explained the background and objective
of this gathering. Pregnancy, childbirth, and raising children are often ignored
within the university setting. It is quite difficult to access public childcare
especially for graduate students and part-time lecturers, so when they study
or work at institutions that do not offer this service they have to attend night
programs or put a stop to their education and research activities. This gathering
aims to rethink the connection between universities and pregnancy, childbirth
and parenting, and challenge the socio-cultural pressure to parent as if we did
not have a job, and/or work as if we did not have children.

We talked about the efforts towards building a daycare facility on campus.

Although a small progress regarding the childcare situation on campus was
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made, the provisional childcare service offered was extremely hard to access.
Since few people could actually use it, the university reached the conclusion
that there was not a real need for it. Such a conclusion clearly shows the
university’s passive attitude towards this issue. Furthermore, our group’s
activism has met with voices against the introduction of a daycare facility on
campus: those voices often revolve around how it does not benefit everybody,
or reproduce outdated ideas of a workplace without children, and pose an
economic challenge.

We also discussed about the history of the nursing room, and that there
used to be a student support group that offered baby-sitting services on
campus. While those initiatives are important, a regular childcare facility is
needed, especially for students and professors who are studying or researching
and teaching while rearing children.

Our group brainstorm was concerned with what could or should be done
to make ICU a better place for students, faculty and staff. For example, we
talked about drafting a pledge for a child-care facility via change.org; hosting
university events open to people who will bring children; collaborating with
the Himawari Mama volunteer group near Musashisakai; establishing a
network of support on campus for when we bring children to work; designating
a kids room when hosting academic conferences even though there may be a
reduced number of users; suggesting to the Library to have a Kids corner. Yet,
besides building a new facility or opening new spaces, or besides the spaces
that we already have, like the nursing room, there is a need for a deep change
of attitude to make the university a more friendly place for parents, especially
towards students and part-time faculty. As expressed in previous reports of
this event, CGS will continue its activism towards making ICU a university

that supports its members with regards to pregnancy, childbirth and parenting.
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Event report

Liberal Arts Education and Gender Sexuality
Studies

Coordinator:
Kana TAKAMATSU (Professor, CGS)

This symposium aimed to discuss the role of gender and sexuality studies
in liberal arts education and the roles of liberal arts education in learning and
teaching gender and sexuality studies. The symposium targeted students and
faculty members of ICU. We had five speakers: Dr. Mark Williams, Vice
President for International Academic Exchange, Dr. Shoichiro Iwakiri, Dean
of Liberal Arts, Dr. Taisei Kaizoji, Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Dai
Hirashima, Chair of the Natural Science Department, and Dr. Natsumi Ikoma,
Major Advisor of the program in Gender and Sexuality Studies (pGSS).

During this event, the presentations and discussions addressed various
issues regarding the role of, and the difficulties faced by gender and sexuality
studies within a liberal arts education and the university’s social environment
on campus. First of all, gender and sexuality studies have a keen perspective
on how to recognize the voices of marginalized people in the current social
structure. It is relevant to the subject of all academic disciplines, and this is
why gender and sexuality studies interact with other academic disciplines. It
challenges existing values and oppressive social structures and relationships.
However, the so-called majority has an overwhelming advantage and power
within the social structure. Hence, challenging a repressive structure and its
relations leads to restructure the majority. Furthermore, as seen in recent
policies and affairs, assessing people from the perspective of “productivity”
brings about serious and dangerous problems. Gender and sexuality studies

play a significant role in counteracting these issues.
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However, it is not easy to learn and put gender and sexuality studies into
practice. Critical thinking requires us to approach our idea of gender and
sexuality, which is largely considered a private or personal aspect of human
beings. Yet, some students feel reluctant to study gender and sexuality issues.
It is a rather understandable feeling since it takes plenty of time and effort to
review the values that have been internalized over many years. Gender and
sexuality studies in liberal arts education at ICU is providing the basic
education, the first stages of a learning process that will last a lifetime
thereafter.

The symposium also addressed the gender gap in the academic field. For
example, in some academic fields, even when the majority of students are
women, men still occupy the majority of teaching positions. This situation
reveals gender issues around the recruitment and promotion processes at the
university setting. Therefore, in such a male-dominated academic structure, it
is important to examine critically the creation of knowledge. In this regard, we
looked at data from different countries concerned with the gender gap in
researchers, appointments, and enrollment in the academic field. The data
urges to take the gender gap as a serious issue that needs to be solved
worldwide, and especially in Japan, where the figures are compelling.

While liberal arts education at ICU provides the opportunity to study
gender and sexuality studies across disciplines, it is always required to employ
a critical perspective. Furthermore, all members of this university must have
a firm gender and sexuality perspective in order to improve the environment
of our campus and create a world of knowledge. Through these discussions,
issues in ICU liberal arts education have been clarified. This symposium is a
valuable opportunity for faculty and students from various academic
disciplines to come together to discuss gender and sexuality studies and share
about its issues and prospects. This type of symposiums should be continued

in the future.
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AY2019 CGS Activity Report

April 167, 2019 | Open Lecture “Women, Justice and Peace Process in
Colombia”

Venue: Alumni House 2™ Floor Lounge, ICU

Lecturer: Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla

Moderator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)
*Co-hosted by AD-PACEM

April 17%, 2019 - April 18%, 2019 | CGS Open door days, CGS Tea Party, and
Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies
(pGSS) Guidance

Venue: CGS

May 22, 2019 | Open Lecture “Imperial Reflections: The Perspectives of
Japanese Protestant WWomen on Japan’s Empire”

Venue: Honkan 260, ICU
Lecturer: Garrett L. Washington (Assistant Professor, Department of History,
University of Massachusetts Amherst)
Moderator: Robert Eskildsen (Professor, Department of History, International
Christian University)
*Co-hosted by the Institute of Asian Cultural Studies and Japan ICU Foundation

May 28, 2019 | Fuwa Café #58 “Love, Faith, Trust, etc...”

Venue: CGS
Facilitators: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
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June 1%, 2019 - June 150, 2019 | 7™ Annual R-Weeks Event

June 1%, 2019 | R-Weeks: Promoting Diversity through Understanding How Majority
Privilege Works
Venue: Dialogue House 2F International Conference Room, ICU
Lecturer: Dr. Makiko Deguchi (Sophia University),
Panelists: Ms. Tami Kamikawa (BURAKU HERITAGE Founder),
Prof. Ha Kyung Hee (Meiji University)
Discussants: Prof. lkumi Ozawa (ICU), Dr. Ohe Hye-Gyeong (ICU)

June 3¢, 2019 | R-Weeks: Let’s Talk about Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Parenting on
Campus! #07

Venue: CGS

Coordinators: Natsumi lkoma (Professor, CGS),
Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS),
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

June 5%, 2019 | R-weeks: pGSS Café (program in Gender and Sexuality Studies
guidance)

Venue: CGS

Facilitator: Hanyu Yuki (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

June 7%, 2019 | R-weeks: Screening of “A Place in the Middle” (Dean Hamer and Joe
Wilson, 2011)

Venue: Honkan 204, ICU

Facilitator: Estuko Kato (Professor, CGS)

Discussant: Kalika Kastein (ICU graduate student)

*Co-hosted by the Peace Research Institute

June 8%, 2019 | R-Weeks: Emergency Symposium “Academic Freedom and Gender
Studies: The Case in Hungary and a Response in Japan”
Venue: International Conference Room, 2F Dialogue House, ICU
Keynote Speaker: Andrea Pet¢ (Professor, Department of Gender Studies, Central
European University)

Discussants: Mariko Adachi (Professor Emeritus, Ochanomizu University),
Sonja Dale (Assistant Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, Hitotsubashi
University),
Yayo Okano (Professor, Graduate School of Global Studies, Doshisha
University),
Chelsea Szendi Schieder (Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics,
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Aoyama Gakuin University),
Akiko Shimizu (Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The
University of Tokyo),
Grace En-Yi Ting (Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda
University, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Postdoctoral
Fellow),
James Welker (Professor, Department of Cross-Cultural Studies, Faculty
of Foreign Languages, Kanagawa University)

Chair: Natsumi lkoma (Professor, Center for Gender Studies, ICU)

June 11%, 2019 | R-Weeks: Liberal Arts Education and Gender and Sexuality Studies

Venue: Honkan 304, ICU

Speakers: Mark Williams (Vice President for International Academic Exchange,
Japanese Literature),
Shoichiro Iwakiri (Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, French Literature),
Taisei Kaizoji (Dean of the Graduate School, Economics),
Dai Hirashima (Chair of the Department of Natural Sciences, Physics),
Natsumi Ikoma (Gender and Sexuality Studies Majors Advisor, English
Literature)

Chair: Kana Takamatsu (Director of the Center for Gender Studies, International

Relations)

June 12, 2019 | R-Weeks: Fuwa Café #59 “Coming Out”

Venue: CGS

Facilitators: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS),
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

June 15, 2019 | R-Weeks: CGS-organized alumni party “Rainbow Reunion”
Venue: Alumni House 2F Lounge, ICU

September 11t, 2019 | Start of Autumn Term Reading Group 1 (weekly, every
Wednesday)

Theme: Introduction to Queer Studies in Japanese
Organizer: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
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September 16t, 2019 | Start of Autumn Term Reading Group 2 (weekly, every
Monday)

Text: Leslie Feinberg, Stone Butch Blues. 1993, Ithaca: Firebrand Books
Organizer: Florence Maher (Peace Studies)

September 17t, 2019 - September 18, 2019 | CGS Open door days, CGS Tea
Party, and Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies (pGSS)
Guidance

Venue: CGS

September 26t, 2019 | Fuwa Café #60 “Home”

Venue: CGS
Facilitators: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS),
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

December 5%, 2019 | CGS Open Lecture: National and Transnational
Performance in Women’s Wrestling and Joshi Puroresu

Venue: ERB 1- 247, ICU
Speaker: Tom Philips (University of East Anglia, UK)
Moderator: Natsumi Ikoma (Professor, Center for Gender Studies, ICU)

December 10%, 2019 | Start of Winter Term Reading Group 1 (weekly, every
Tuesday)

Theme: The Many Feminist Perspectives on India: Reading Recent Articles
Organizer: Priyanka Borpujari (Peace Studies)

December 150, 2019 | Histories as Narratives, Women and Regions —Towards
Women’s Local Histories to Come

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, ICU
Guest Speakers: Orii Miyako (Researcher of women’s history),
Yang Yuha (Member of Musashino City Women’s History
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Association),
Aoi Nona, Ooishi Harue (Members of Koto’s Women'’s History Study
Group)

Coordinator: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

December 17t, 2019 | CGS Open door days, CGS Tea Party

Venue: CGS

December 20t, 2019 | Start of Winter Term Reading Group 2

Text: Maggie Nelson, The Argonauts. Minneapolis: Graywolf Press, 2016
Organizer: Florence Maher (Peace Studies)
Dates: December 20™, January 17th, and February 12"

January 11%, 2020 | “University Presidents’ Declaration on Gender and Sexual
Diversity (SOGI)” Discussing results and challenges

Venue: International Conference Room, 2F Dialogue House, ICU

Speakers: President Takahashi Yuko (Tsuda University),
President Tsuchiya Keiichiro (Meiji University),
President Hibiya Junko (ICU),
University members Gender Center School of Information and
Communication, Meiji University Japan Alliance for LGBT Legislation, J-ALL,
ICU Center for Gender Studies,
Student Groups

Chair: Kana Takamatsu (Director of the Center for Gender Studies, International

Relations)

January 227, 2020 | pGSS Café

Venue: CGS
Coordinator: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

January 25%, 2020 | Web Survey of LGBT Issues in the Workplace niji VOICE
2019: Building a workplace in which it is easy to work
in also for LGBT people, and gathering voices in order to
build a society in which it is easy to live in

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, ICU
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Speakers: Maki Muraki (Representative of nonprofit organization Nijiiro Diversity),
Hiramori Daiki (Doctoral candidate at Washington University, Department
of Sociology and Research fellow at ICU’s Center for Gender Studies),
Kato Takeharo (Lawyer, Director, General Incorporated Association of
Marriage For All Japan -Freedom Of Marriage For All),

Tsuno Kanami (Lecturer, School of Health Innovation, Kanagawa University
of Human Services)

Chair: Kana Takamatsu (Director of the Center for Gender Studies, International

Relations)

January 29%, 2020 | Start of Reading Group Minimizing Marriage

Text: Elizabeth Brake, Minimizing Marriage: Marriage, Morality and the Law. New
York: Oxford University Press, 2012

Organizer: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

Dates: January 29" and February 5

February 8™, 2020 | Dilemmas around marriage: Reviewing Minimizing Marriage

Venue: Honkan, Room 116, ICU

Speakers: Hiroyuki Kubota (Professor, Nihon University, Minimizing Marriage’s
translation supervisor),
Yayo Okano (Professor, Soshisha University, Reviewer),
Takahashi Kawamoto (Professor, ICU, Reviewer),
Yuri Horie (ICU Lecturer, Minister of the United Church of Christ in Japan,
Reviewer)

Coordinator: Yuki Hanyu (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

February 20, 2020 | Screening of “Shusenjo: The Main Battleground of the
Comfort Women Issue” (Miki Dezaki, 2019)

Venue: Honkan 204, ICU
Facilitator: Estuko Kato (Professor, CGS)
*Co-hosted by the Documentary Research Group

Regular updates may be viewed on CGS Online, the official CGS website, Twitter
and Facebook. The CGS newsletters and journals may also be downloaded from the
website.
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Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR (Steering Committee Member)
Women's Studies, French Literature, Film Theory

FE{E Osamu ARAKAKI
International Law

BtE Takeshi ARIMOTO
Cultural Studies

JUFPF - JUT«h - 7ILYT (BERS)*
Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Steering Committee Member) *
Contemporary Japanese Literature, Feminist and Queer Theory

NJrU—- ALY (EEZE)*
Beverley F. M. CURRAN (Steering Committee Member) *
Interlingual Translation, Cultural Translation, Media Translation, Translation Studies

LRwyAH - TITNDRX Rebekka ECKHAUS
Bi/multilingualism, Learner Autonomy, Blended Learning

ON—bk « TRFILRE> Robert ESKILDSEN
Modern Japanese History

YvhkF5V Matthew A. GILLAN
Music, Ethnomusicology

EHEX (BEZS) "

Natsumi IKOMA (Steering Committee Member) *

Contemporary English Literature, Representation of the Body in British and Japanese
Literature
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Sociology of Education, International Cooperation in Educational Development

K#HEF Sawa OMORI
International Public Policy, International Political Economy
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Gender and Sexuality
Journal Regulations for Vol. 16

as of March, 2020

1) Journal Overview
Gender and Sexuality is an academic journal on the study of gender and
sexuality, published by the Center for Gender Studies at the International
Christian University. The journal's research section shall consist of research
papers on empirical investigations, theoretical discussions on gender and
sexuality studies ", and research notes "?. The field section shall feature case
studies by activists, and field reports ¥ concerning gender-related activities at
institutional, domestic, and international levels. The final book review section
shall contain reviews on upcoming books pertaining to gender and sexuality.
*! Research papers should be based on thorough academic research, contain
original and creative viewpoints, and contribute to a wider academic field.
*2 Research notes should contain discussions that are still in progress but show
their potential to contribute to a wider academic field.
*3 Field reports should report on the author’s daily practice, focusing on one
aspect of the field being studied.

2) Publication Date of Volume 16: March, 2021
3) Manuscript Submission Deadline for Volume 16: August 31, 2020.
4) E-mail Address for Manuscript Submissions: cgs@icu.ac.jp

5) Rules for Application

a) Manuscripts

- Manuscripts submitted to this journal must be previously unpublished, in full or
in part.

- Only Japanese or English manuscripts shall be accepted.

- Manuscript format must be in accordance with the Publication Manual of
the American Psychological Association (7th Edition, 2019). Manuscripts
submitted in other formats may be rejected regardless of their contents and
their scholarly worth.

- Manuscripts (papers or summaries) that are not in the author’s native language
must be proofread by a native speaker of that language. Manuscripts with
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obvious inadequacies such as grammatical errors shall be rejected.
- The author’s name, affiliation, specialization, e-mail address, postal address,
telephone number, and fax number should be written on a separate title page.
Name, affiliation and specialization should be indicated in both English and
Japanese. To ensure anonymity during the screening process, the author’s
name should not appear in the text.
There shall be no payment involved for manuscripts or for insertion.
- Manuscripts should be written in a style appropriate for an internationally-
circulated academic journal.
Manuscripts that do not conform to these guidelines may be returned with a
request for revision.

a-1) Research Section

- Research papers should be between 16,000 to 20,000 Japanese characters
or 6,500 to 8,500 English words in length, including figures, graphic images,
references, and footnotes.

- Research notes should be less than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5,000
English words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and
footnotes.

- Titles should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters or 20

English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.

Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese

(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate

sheets with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

A manuscript submitted as a research paper may be accepted as a research

note, depending on the results of the referee reading. The length of such

manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers.

a-2) Field Section

Manuscripts should be no longer than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5,000

English words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and

footnotes.

The title should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters or

20 English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.

- Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese
(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate
sheets with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

- A manuscript submitted as a research paper or research note may be
accepted as a field report, depending on the results of the referee reading. The
length of such manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers
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or research notes.

b) Figures and Graphic Images

- Figures should be attached on a separate sheet. Do not include them in the
text.

- Graphic images should also be attached on a separate sheet, and should be of
a quality high enough to resist degradation during printing.

- The approximate position of the figure/image in the document should be
indicated.

¢) Manuscript Submission

- Manuscripts should be submitted as an e-mail file attachment to cgs@icu.ac.jp.

- The digital copy should preferably be submitted in MSWord (filename.doc)
format. Files may also be submitted in Rich Text format (filename.rtf) or Plain
Text format (filename.txt).

- Files in formats other than those listed above, such as .docx extension files or
scanned copies of images or text, shall not be accepted.

6) Revisions

If a manuscript is returned to the author for revision, the manuscript should
be revised and sent back by the specified date. Note that slight modifications
(grammar, spelling, phrasing) may be carried out at the discretion of the
editorial committee.

7) Screening Process

Submitted manuscripts shall be screened and chosen by reviewers designated
by the editorial committee. Factors for selection include originality, scholarliness,
clarity of argument, importance, and the degree of contribution that the
manuscript offers for the study of gender and sexuality. In the event that a
revision of the manuscript is required, opinions and comments by the editorial
committee shall be sent to the author. The final decision for accepting or
rejecting an application rests in the hands of the editorial committee.

8) Copyright

Unless a special prior arrangement has been made, the copyright of an accepted
manuscript shall belong to the Editorial Committee of the ICU Center for Gender
Studies. No restrictions shall be placed upon the author regarding reproduction
rights or usage rights of the author’s own manuscript.
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9) Journal Copies
Three copies of the completed journal (or five in the case of multiple authors)
shall be sent to the author of the accepted manuscript. Additional copies may be
ordered separately.

Note that these guidelines may be revised without prior notice.
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Postscript from the Editor in Chief

Etsuko KATO

It is with great pleasure that we present the fifteenth volume of Gender and
Sexuality. We are delighted to have received an unprecedented number of
manuscript submissions for this volume. The diversity of submissions required
the assistance of many referees to whom we are indebted for their detailed
evaluations. We trust that you will find this year’s articles insightful and
stimulating. Finally, I would like to thank all those at CGS who were involved in
the editing and publication of this volume.
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