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Welcome to GSS!

Gender and Sexuality Studies (GSS) is a major that provides
a comprehensive program for students who want to study
gender and sexuality-related fields in an interdisciplinary
fashion. We cannot live independently of gender and
sexuality. Issues related to gender and sexuality are wide-
reaching in their variety, and not only in the areas of social
sciences (e.g., politics and sociology) and the humanities
(e.g., literature and philosophy); they also extend to the field
of natural sciences, in terms of our knowledge about the
human body. Therefore, in order to learn about gender and
sexuality, an interdisciplinary viewpoint is essential.

This major aims to question existing “knowledge” from the
perspective of gender and sexuality—in other words, to
reassess that which we take for granted or assume is
“normal” by using a gender-sexuality perspective—and by
doing so, develop a new frontier in academia.
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What can you learn at GSS?

Since gender and sexuality studies is a multidisciplinary field of
study, some courses are offered by the GSS major while others are
listed under other majors but counted as GSS credits. Faculty from
a variety of fields are a part of GSS, and faculty and Research
Institute Assistants (RIAs) at the Center for Gender Studies (CGS)
provide support for student learning. Learning about gender and
sexuality across academic disciplines makes full use of the liberal

arts program that ICU offers.
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What courses are offered by GSS?

Hereis a list of GSS courses. For more information on each course, please check the ehandbook linked to the QR code.

100-level
courses

Curriculum Tree: Gender and Sexuality Studies

Last Update: 2026/01/14

Approaches to Gender and
Sexuality Studies
GS5101(LE/3)

Approaches to Literature
LTI01 (E/3)

Modern Japanese Literature
in English Translation
uTn7 (£/3)

Religion and Gender
655102 (1,E[3)

History of Japanese
Literature |
Lm0 {3/3)

Development and Education
EDULI7 [1/3)

Introduction to
Japanese Literature |
LIT112 (3/3)

History of
English Literature 11
uT107 (1/3)

Introduction to
Cultural Studies
MCC103 {1E/3)

Gender and Development
DPS103 1,E/3)

Approaches to
Sodological Research
SOC103 {1E/3)

ples of Sociology
S0C102 (LE/3)

Core Courses

200-level
courses

300-level
courses

Graduate

School Course

Gender and International
Relations
©55201 (€/3)

Genderand Social Structure
S0C201 (1,E/3)

Anthropalogy and Gender
Studies
ANT201 (1/3)

Psychological Anthropology
ANT207 (3/3)

Remanticism and Creativity
UT226 (E/3)

Intercultural Communication
MCC273 (LE/3)

Lab or Economics
ECO257 (1/3)

Classical lapanese
Literature |
LIT261 (33)

Political Theary
PoL215 (3/3)

Sociology of Education
EDU222 (1/3)

al lapanese
Licerature Il
m262 (3/3)

Japanese Politics
POL234 (€/3)

International Law |
LAW 208 (£/3)

Language and Gender
MCC213 (/3)

Sociology of the Family
socz11 (4E/3)

Contemporary English
Literature |
LT222€/3)

Language in
the United States
Mcc218 (€/2)

French Literature, Cinema,
Thoughts |
uT247 (0/3)

Modern English Literature
uT224 (€/3)

Contemporary Praxes on
Communication Study
MCC271 (3/2)

French Literature, Cinema,
Thoughts I
UT248 (0/3)

Community
Sarvice-Learning |
SLR204 (1/3)

International
Service-Learning |
SLR20S (E/3)

Core Courses

Gender; Sexuality and Critical

655301 (1/3)

Special Topics in
Gender Studies |
655303 (LE[3)

Special Topics in
GenderStudies Il
G55304 {1E/3)

Literary Theory and
Feminism I
uT373 (y3)

Literary Theory and
Feminism |
uT3z2 (if3)

Advanced Seminar in
Sociology of Education:
Education in Asia
EDU306 (E/2)

Christian Ethics
PHR3IS (E/3)

Qualitative Analy:
Sociology Il
S0C303 (LE/3)

Japanese Education in
Comparative Perspective
EDU315 (E/3)

Seminar in the History of
Modern Philasophy
PHR383 (1/3)

Quantitative Analys
Sodiology |
50C304 {3/3)

International

Human Rights Law
LAW306 (LE/3)

Advanced Stu
Political Scien

jes in
el

POL383 (1/3)

Quantitative Analys

Sociology Il
50C305 ()3

Advanced Studies in
Queer Theory
LT374 (E/3)

Qualitative Analys
Sociology |
S0C302 1,E/3)

Reflection on Service
Experiences
SLR303 {1/1)

Community
Service-Learning Il
SLR304 (¥/3)

International
Service-Learning Il
SLR305 (E/3)

Genderand Literature
QcTss07 (1/2)

Gender and Peace
Qppsso3 (€/2)

Social Inequality
apscsos (€/2)

STH391 Senior Thesis
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How do | major in GSS? Pt. 1

In order to select GSS as your major that you will conduct your
senior thesis in, you are required to have taken one of the
following courses:

GSS101 Approaches to Gender and Sexuality Studies
LIT117 Modern Japanese Literature in English Translation

+ AND one of the following courses:

(GSS102 Religion and Gender h
EDU117 Development and Education
DPS103 Gender and Development
LIT101 Approaches to Literature
LIT107 History of English Literature |l
LIT110 History of Japanese Literature |
LIT112 Introduction to Japanese Literature |
MCC103 Introduction to Cultural Studies
. SOC103 Approaches to Sociological Research )

To select GSS as your second major that you will NOT conduct
your senior thesis in, or as your minor, you are required to have
taken one of the following courses:

[GSSIOI Approaches to Gender and Sexuality Studies }

LIT117 Modern Japanese Literature in English Translation

* Students who choose a double major must write a senior thesis in
one major.
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Why major in GSS?

Gender and sexuality are connected to virtually everything in
this world. That means that whatever you are interested in at
this moment is most likely connected to gender and sexuality
in some way. This major allows you to study about those
interests in an interdisciplinary way and acquire skills and
knowledge such as the following:

1.Understand the basic concepts of gender and sexuality, as
well as their social construction

2.Grasp the process of how gender order s
constructed/reconstructed in education, the work place,
and in the home, in addition to how the gendered
messages surrounding us in our daily lives are transmitted
by language and media, all from a gender and sexuality
perspective

3.Adopt a bold approach to tackling discourse on inequality,
class, and power, discussions on “nature” versus “culture”,
and other theoretical issues

Although it may look difficult at first, gaining these skills may
help you look at society more critically and deeply.

Moreover, by being a part of the GSS community, you have the
following opportunities:

GSS Mailing List

Once you declare GSS as your major/minor, you are required to
register yourself on the GSS Mailing List, through which you
receive important information and events related to GSS.
Please contact cgs@icu.ac.jp to register.

GSS Senior Thesis Presentation Day.

Students majoring in GSS are required to give a presentation
on their Senior Thesis Research on GSS Senior Thesis
Presentation Day on the Reading Day after the submission of
their theses. Award-winning theses of the Rainbow Awards are
also announced at the GSS Senior Thesis Presentation Day.

The Rainbow Awards for Gender and Sexuality Studies

The Rainbow Awards for Gender and Sexuality Studies was
established by Professor Kazuko Tanaka, the founder of CGS.
The awards are given to outstanding dissertations (BA, MA) in
gender and sexuality studies submitted to ICU to encourage
further development of the field. The summary of the awarded
dissertation will be published in “Gender and Sexuality”:

Journal of the Center for Gender Studies, ICU.
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What is CGS?

CGS (Center for Gender Studies) is an open space for people
interested in gender and sexuality studies. We occasionally
hold events. An assistant professor or RIAs (Research Institute
Assistants) are here to answer your questions or listen to your
concerns about GSS or gender/sexuality in general. Please
check our opening dates on our website, ICU portal, or socials
(@cgs_icu on Instagram, Threads, Bluesky, Facebook), and
come see us! Below are some of the many ways you can use
the space:

e Consult about majoring in GSS

e Get help writing essays on topics related to gender and
sexuality

e Consult about gender and sexuality issues

e Read or borrow books and audiovisual materials on gender
and sexuality

e Hold group work meetings

e Organize book clubs

e Eatsnacks

e Microwave meals

e Take a nap on the sofa
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The information listed in the guide reflects the measures related to
gender and sexuality that have been made possible at ICU. Copies are
available online and at CGS.
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GSS is one of the rare majors that has a community space tied to a
major. You are welcome to use the space on its opening days!
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Course content, faculty members, and whether the course is
offered are subject to change depending on the semester or
academic year, so please check the ehandbook for the most
recent information. For elective courses, language courses
(ELA/JLP), general education courses (GE), and physical
education courses (PE), please refer to the ehandbook sections
on “Graduation Requirements” and “Major System.” We also
encourage you to utilize Academic Planning Support that helps
you build your curriculum.
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If you have any questions, please come visit us at the Center for
Gender Studies. We are located on the third floor of ERB-1 (the
building in front of the library). Please check our opening dates
on our website, ICU portal or socials. You can also send your
questions to cgs@icu.ac.jp.
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	GSSへようこそ！
	Welcome to GSS!
	ジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究（GSS）は、ジェンダーやセクシュアリティ関連の分野を学際的に研究したい学生に対して、総合的なプログラムを提供するメジャーです。私たちは性やジェンダーと全く無関係に生きることはできません。性やジェンダー・セクシュアリティの問題は、政治学や社会学などの社会科学分野や、文学・哲学などの人文科学分野のみならず、人間の体に関する知識としての自然科学分野にまで、幅のある広がりを持っています。ジェンダー・セクシュアリティを学ぶためには、学際的な視点がまさに不可欠であると言えます。


	GSSで何が学べるの？
	ジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究は極めて学際的な学問であるため、GSSメジャーが単体で提供している授業もあれば、他のメジャーが提供している授業がGSSの単位として数えられる場合があり、様々な専門領域の教員によって運営されています。また、CGS（ジェンダー研究センター）に関わる教職員や研究所助手（RIA）が、皆さんの学びをサポートします。 様々な学問領域を横断しながらジェンダー・セクシュアリティについて理解を深められるGSSはICUのリベラルアーツを存分に活かしたメジャーであると言えます。
	What can you learn at GSS?
	Since gender and sexuality studies is a multidisciplinary field of study, some courses are offered by the GSS major while others are listed under other majors but counted as GSS credits. Faculty from a variety of fields are a part of GSS, and faculty and Research Institute Assistants (RIAs) at the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) provide support for student learning. Learning about gender and sexuality across academic disciplines makes full use of the liberal arts program that ICU offers.
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	GSSを専攻するにするには？①
	How do I major in GSS? Pt. 1
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	GSS101 LIT117
	GSS102 EDU117 DPS103 LIT101 LIT107 LIT110 LIT112 MCC103 SOC103
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	GSSを卒業研究を行わないメジャー（ダブルメジャーの場合）、もしくはマイナーとして宣言するには、下記の科目のうち1科目を履修をしなければなりません。

	GSS101 LIT117
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	GSS102 EDU117 DPS103 LIT101 LIT107 LIT110 LIT112 MCC103 SOC103
	GSS101 LIT117


	GSSを専攻するにするには？②
	GSSで何が得られるの？
	この世の中のほとんどのものに、ジェンダー・セクシュアリティは関わっています。つまり、あなたが今興味を抱いている問題にも、ジェンダー・セクシュアリティは多分に関わっているということです。そのような興味を学際的に学ぶことが出来るのがこのメジャーの特徴です。GSSを専攻にすることで、下記のような考え方や能力を習得できます。
	さらに、GSSと関わることで、下記の機会が得られます。
	ジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究レインボー賞  「ジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究レインボー賞」は、ジェンダー研究センターを設立された田中かず子教授により創設されました。レインボー賞は、ICUに提出されたジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究の優れた学士・修士論文に贈られ、ジェンダー・セクシュアリティ研究の更なる発展を期待する賞です。受賞した学士・修士論文の要旨は、毎年発行されているCGS作成のジャーナル『ジェンダー&セクシュアリティ』に掲載されます。
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