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Research Paper

Queer Utopia for a Feminist Economics

Karin SCHONPFLUG

1 The Fable of the Mushroom Man (the Economic Agent) and His Extended
Body (the Family)

In mainstream economics the individual is constituted by the concept of the
homo economicus. The economic agent is envisioned as a free, autonomous
identity, a separate self —like a mushroom he is “fully sprung from the earth”
(Hobbes, 1651/1966) and not dependent on the care of others, not even a mother
to birth him. In this way the economic agent is imagined as an independent
adventurer, a Robinson Crusoe, shipwrecked on a lonely island (see Grapard,
1995). The homo economicus is dreamed of as a rational individual, a white man,
with a strong mind to rule over his body —this ultimately sets him apart from
others who are closer to an animal state or to nature than himself (women?,
native populations of the colonies, sexual deviants, the poor...). Homo
economicus is maximizing his happiness (which economists call utility), and he
is fully informed by the signals of the market. His relationships are foremost
formed with objects and based on ownership created by adding labor to those
objects (in the state of nature) or by money purchases (Schonpflug & Klapeer,
2017).

Chicago economist Gary Becker expands the homo economicus concept with
a household model (New Home Economics) which is based on marriage and
describes how homo economicus exhibits altruism at home and selfishness in the
marketplace: Becker models the gendered division of labor within a household
in a standard heteronormative family, where it is a rational decision for the
wife to focus on housework and children and the husband to specialize in paid

work in the labor market (Becker, 1973). This gendered division of labor and
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working spheres is seen to be a successful strategy, as it is based on the idea
that the husband somehow completely merges with his wife and they only
have common needs and wants. (Mathematically, this is shown by a combined
utility function, which erases individual desires.) The wife (and the children)
become a part of the husband; he does not actually share his market income,

but rather indulges his extended body, the family.

2 Resistance by Feminist Economists and the Danger of Assimilation
Feminist economics has been deeply concerned with the presumptions and
consequences of envisioning economic agents as “free” individuals (with
extended family-bodies) and without personal relations, ties, responsibilities,
emotional, spiritual or physical connections to other people, non-humans or
the planet. That is because even though the homo economicus set-up does sound
like an idea cut from a badly designed sci-fi story, it has functioned extremely
well to justify today’s capitalist, patriarchal, colonialist economics and the
notion of modernity in Western societies that is based on self-interest and the
exploitation of others.

Per se, feminist economics is a relatively new branch of heterodox
economics (Peterson & Lewis, 1999) and has, since the late 1980s, worked to
find solutions to the most pressing flaws in current mainstream economics. To
do so, feminist economists work on the re/organization of gender roles and
family structures; the reshaping of working conditions in production,
reproduction and childcare; an intersectional resolution of inequalities based
on coloniality and racialization, the destruction of nature and the extinction of
non-human beings; and the formation of new paradigms, ontologies and
epistemologies in science and scientific approaches and within a visionary

feminist economics'. Interestingly, but maybe not surprisingly, the above-

! These issues are alive in economic literature, economic journals (such as Feminist

Economics), are discussed at international conferences (such as the annual International
Association for Feminist Economics — IAFFE-Conference) and are also employed by policy
makers in national and international contexts.
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mentioned issues are all echoes of the themes in feminist utopian literature
that have been recurring since Christine de Pizan’s inaugural City of Women
(1405) (see Schonpflug, 2008).

While there have been recent discussions over whether feminist economics
has lost its edge and has been assimilated into mainstream economics (Tejani,
2019) by “adding women and stir[ring],” visions for alternative economics are
brought forth especially on the margins of the discipline, where queer theory,
decolonial and postcolonial approaches, posthuman ideas, Marxist and some
of Indigenous thinking meet with a revolutionary feminist economics.
Resistance cannot be futile—as it is a dire necessity for queer people, colonized
and Indigenous populations, poor women*, care givers and workers in global
factories. Mainstream economics is decidedly dangerous for everyone. Its
flawed models are based on un(der)valued, un(der)paid reproductive labor
rendered invisible and the priceless exploitation and destruction of commons
such as clean air, water, land and raw materials. This dominant economic
system will not and “cannot respond to values it refuses to recognize. It is the
cause of massive poverty, illness and the death of millions of women and
children, and it is encouraging environmental disaster. This is an economic

system that can eventually kill us all” (Waring, 1988 quoted in Grunes, 2009).

3 Dystopia Has Reached the Global North

Feminist economist Marilyn Waring’s prophecy of doom from 1988 seems to
have been realized in the year 2020: At the brink of a global (climate) disaster
a coronavirus, most likely caused by zoonosis, industrial livestock farming and
species extinction, is politically met with recurring shutdowns on national and
global scales which may be foreshadowing the largest worldwide economic
depression ever known. The year 2020 has sparked a global, simultaneous
demand and supply crisis. Huge fiscal relief programs financed by
governments and international communities are linked with unprecedented

monetary policies. Inequality has become rampant; the International Labour

3
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Organization (ILO) estimates a 10 percent loss of global labor incomes in
September 2020 compared to 2019, and the World Bank expects an additional
88 to 115 million people to be pushed into extreme poverty this year —while
the richest stockholders and the most powerful global companies will manage
to hugely increase their wealth during the crisis (Kelly, 2020). Also, in the US,
race-based killings by the police that have long gone wild are once again met
with civil protests; commentators are warning of a new American civil war
(Purtil, 2020). With people confined to their homes, the failures of the
patriarchal nuclear family became even more visible: Violence against women
(and children) in private households has increased by roughly 30 % worldwide,
which UN Women has termed the “Shadow Pandemic” (UN Women, 2020).
Women have been further burdened with an increase in domestic work,
homeschooling and job or productivity losses in their own careers. Also, the
health effects of the Coronavirus crisis have been gendered, classed and highly
racialized: BIPOC people in the US and the UK have death rates up to 3 times
higher than whites (APM Research Lab, 2020; Razaq et al., 2020).

To put this into temporal perspective, from Indigenous perceptions, the
Coronavirus crisis only further highlights the weaknesses of the current global
economic system, which are normally concealed from the populations of the
global North. The Coronavirus crisis only emphasizes how this system of
colonialist patriarchal capitalism has always been a purely dystopian
experience for those that were colonized and/or enslaved. Kyle Whyte reminds
us that from a Native American perspective this is not an apocalyptic but rather
a “post-apocalyptic Anthropocene . .. we already inhabit what our ancestors
would have understood as a dystopian future” (Sprague quoted in Whyte,
2018, pp. 225, 227). While Whyte in 2018 is referring to species loss and the
climate crisis, the Coronavirus pandemic is currently feared to have absolutely
devastating effects for tribal nations and Native populations and may also
increase environmental destruction, especially with extractivism in the US and

also in the Amazon region.
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4 Portal to Another World

While the apocalypse is seemingly on the loom, optimists have been hoping
for the Coronavirus crisis to offer a turning point, a point of departure to a
better world with an economic system that will serve the people as well as the
planet. This is beautifully described in Arundhati Roy’s literary nexus of April
2020, in which she suggests the disruptions of COVID-19 might offer a chance
to break from global capitalism (Roy, 2020). I strongly agree with Roy that it is
time for us to leave behind the cultural luggage that in our thingified culture
is most often materialized in ridiculous amounts of short-lived, branded
consumer goods produced in global exploitation processes. Therefore, it is
necessary that we rethink ourselves as economic and social agents that
primarily function because of our relationships with other people, non-humans

and nature —rather than with commercial products.

5 Tools and Companions in the Scientific Travel to Utopia

When adventurers in utopian literature set out to encounter a better place, they
may board a ship, a rocket, a time machine, walk through a dimensional gate
or have drug induced visions. The feminist economist has none of these at
hand; all there is for us in terms of tools is methodology. Also, an adventure
always relies on companionship, so feminist economics has selected and
befriended theories as fellow travelers: feminist utopias, queer theory,
Indigenous research and posthuman thinking. While their tools, their
methodologies, originate from very different vantage points, there are some
parallels and definitely common goals. The next four sections first introduce
the travel companions and then their tools (the methodologies that may
become applications for the quest for an alternative system of economics), and
finally offer a description of the outcomes of these collective travelling

adventures.

5
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5-1 Feminist Utopias

Literary feminist utopias since 1405 have been re-imagining human
relationships with a focus on gender relations. The literature offers interesting
options.

One branch of feminist utopias decidedly does away with gender binaries
and declares that there is a) only one gender in the utopian setting. This has
been common in mainstream settings, but contrary to Daniel Defoe’s men-only-
world in Robinson Crusoe (1719), feminist utopias of this type will be women-
only-worlds (e.g. Herland by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, 1915). Other option are
settings with b) gender equality (e.g. Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge of Time,
1976), c) gender inequality with women on top (e.g. Egalia’s Daughters by Gerd
Brantenberg, 1985), d) utopias with fluid, non-binary conceptions of gender
(e.g. Ursula K. Le Guin’s The Left Hand of Darkness, 1969), or as e) cyborgs (e.g.
in The Female Man by Joanna Russ, 1975).

a) One-sex-worlds: The idea of simplifying the world by metaphorically
reducing the population to one sex has been greatly endorsed by
economic theory. The model of homo economicus is most often
illustrated by Robinson Crusoe and Friday, who are seen as perfect
examples for two people engaging in simplified trade models with
comparative advantages. (The fact of one being the master and the
other his slave, as well as the racialized stereotyping are omitted from
the models. See Grapard, 1995). Charlotte Perkins Gilman in her
utopian eugenics-based Herland community chooses to eliminate men
in order to point out the inefficiencies of competition, industry and
growth as key motivations in human economic interaction in
capitalist, androcentric societies.

b) Gender equality: Gender roles and parenthood are established in
Woman on the Edge of Time by removing maternity from the womb.

Babies grow in breeders, which are aquarium-like devices that raise



o)

d)
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babies for nine months. Every child has three parents of various
gender and race, where diversity is most preferred. With medical aid,
breast feeding can then be conducted by men and women.
Friendships, parenthood and sexual partnerships are non-
monogamous (as is the case in nearly all feminist utopias). Child-care
and education are always a communal, never an individual or family
project. These thought experiments completely do away with the
nuclear family and Gary Becker’s household model.

Gender inequality, with women at the top of the hierarchy: are but
a mere satire-of-the-sexes; they are a critique of the status quo but do
not directly propose better alternatives.

Utopias with fluid, non-binary conceptions of gender: Here, the
sex-gender link no longer exists as a binary opposition, based on only
two sexes. As in deconstructive feminist or queer theory, sex/gender
(and therefore also sexual desires) are seen to be more complex than
commonly assumed and also more fluid than the rigid opposition of
the binary. The earliest European example for sex/gender-fluid
feminist utopias is Gabriel de Foigny’s La Terre austral connue of 1676.
The androgynous fantasy makes fathers into mothers and supposes
the existence of only one sex as a starting point, which is here the key
to sexual equality. This idea is picked up by Ursula K. Le Guin in The
Left Hand of Darkness (1969), where unisexed people temporarily
morph into another sex to allow mating and reproduction. In Rad van
avontuur (1995), Alkeline van Lenning designs a utopia where race
and gender are made non-permanent. The Rawlsian veil of ignorance
in the novel functions with the aid of biomedical technology to force
everyone to change their bodies once in their lifetime to an
unforeseeable but completely different persona, changing skin color
and gender etc. Another possibility is the imagination of a multitude

of sexes. On the titular planet in Samuel Delany’s Triton (1976), about
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40 different sexes exist and therefore maleness and femaleness as we
know it have completely disappeared. People can change their sex
when they want; they live in communities, either mixed or unmixed
with different sexes. Parenthood is shared by all members of the
commune. Utopian theorist Saskia Poldervaart concludes that in
“most feminist utopias, fixed relations between men and women are
rejected. The norm of such exclusive relationships is seen as a
crippling and unsatisfying construction” (Poldervaart, 1997, pp. 186-
187).

Whatever solution feminist utopias offer to gender relationships, the issues of
parenthood, work distributions, and household design are reformed by all.
These ideas have been picked up in feminist economics, especially those
concerning the organization of households (Ott, 1997; Agarwal, 1997;
Charusheela & Danby, 2006); the provision of caring labor; child care and
reproduction (see e.g., Folbre, 1995; Himmelweit, 1995; Hewitson, 2003); care
for the elderly (see e.g,. the works of Stark et al., 2007); communal ownership
(see the works of Federici, 2012 and Agarwal, 1997); and the distribution of
labor between the sexes and equal pay (see the works of Barbara Bergmann,
Lourdes Beneria, Heidi Hartmann and many more), but also the destruction
of livelihoods and the environment and the planet as a habitat (see Mies, 1986;
Mies & Shiva, 1993; Nelson, 1995 and 1997; Lucas, 2000; Mellor, 2005; Agarwal,
2010; Biesecker & Winterfeld, 2011). Feminist economists have been calling for
a reconsideration of the current conceptions of prices and value (e.g., Waring,
1988), money and other institutions (e.g., Jennings, 1994) that are the
foundations of androcentric and anthropocentric economics and which have
been discussed at length in feminist utopias, such as by Le Guin, Piercy, Russ,
Starhawk and many more.

Regarding gender relations, a gynocentric economics has been mentioned

in feminist economics, but the view of social construction of gender and
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economics has mostly been adopted (Nelson, 1993). Social equality can
therefore be created via a process, which Hewitson describes as “degendering
society” to eliminate all gendered aspects (Hewitson, 1999, p. 10). One
interesting example of gender fluidity in econometrics is introduced by Esther
Redmount: gender is a choice variable to econometric modeling (Redmount,
1995). Still, (hetero)normative sexualities are generally considered a given and

promoted by most feminist economics.

5-2 Queer Theory

Queer theory (as the scientific side of the activist emancipation processes of
the LGBTIQ community) is like feminist utopias concerned with gender-based
relations. While starting out with a focus on analyzing cracks of subjectivity
in relation to understanding the political conditions of human sexuality and
desire, it has become a practice of questioning all types of norms (McBean,
2019). This makes queer theory an interesting travelling companion for feminist
economics, as mainstream economic theory, be it neoclassical or Marxist, has
“constructed analytical methods which ignore ‘desiring bodies” and instead
model the interaction in markets of bodiless actors whose ‘desires’” have been
largely erased” (Cornwall, 1998, pp. 78, 81).

Queer theory has also been questioning care and social configurations,
outside of family settings, such as the ones based on friendship and desire
(Foucault, 1981). Queer theory is in this way a powerful engine focusing on
interpersonal relationships based on desires, rather than the fetishization of
consumer objects that has been established for the homo economicus in the
marketing processes of industrialization (McClintock, 1994). This market focus
on consumption, object-subject relationships, also goes hand in hand with a
weakening of solidarity within a society where sexual emancipation (and civil
rights such as “gay marriage”) might become exemplary of individual freedom
and private responsibility.

In this way “queer” as a political project has been travelling on two roads

9
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after a hefty bifurcation: a) assimilation on the one road and b) utopia on the

other:

a)

Richard Florida (2002) describes a queer politics that follows a
strategy of empowerment filled by a desire to fully belong to the free
market. Lisa Duggan calls this process “new homonormativity”
(Duggan, 2002) where borders and strategic barriers between
marginalized groups in political theory and practice have long been
shifted along the new demarcation lines of good and bad neoliberal
“consumer-citizens” regardless of their status of sexual dissidence or
of other minority identities (sex, gender, race, class, religion) they
might inhabit. In the field of development in North-South interactions
of LGBTI groups, queer theorist Andil Gosine speaks of a
“normalization of same-sex desire” exporting a pink-washed
consumer-citizen concept (Gosine, 2015, p. 3). Elizabeth Whitney in
“Capitalizing on Camp: Greed and the Queer Marketplace,”
contemplates whether the cooptation of queer identity and cultural
practices is liberating or oppressive. She looks into “the camp element
that is so appealing to heterosexist efforts to reframe queer cultural
practices [and] the role that capitalist economics plays in leading to
a potentially false sense of civil liberties for queer individuals and
communities” (Whitney, 2006, p. 36).

In light of such de-politicization of queerness that goes along with a
focus on property, private civil liberties for “queer” nuclear families,
discourses of being “normal,” diversity for enhanced production or
consumption, and exports of the “new homonormativity” to countries
that are depending on foreign aid, queer as a concept may be
considered as far from useful for utopia. But queer still bears a
promise of living alternative conceptions of solidarity and creativity,

powerful relationships and the creation of alternative economics
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where it is considered a utopian project rather than a status quo. José
Esteban Mufioz’s concept of “queer futurity” resists the present, and
“reject[s] ... a here and now and ... insist[s] on potentiality or concrete
possibility for another world” (Mufioz, 2009, p. 1):
Queerness is not yet here. Queerness is an ideality. Put another way,
we are not yet queer. We may never touch queerness, but we can
feel it as the warm illumination of a horizon imbued with
potentiality. We have never been queer, yet queerness exists for us
as an ideality that can be distilled from the past and used to imagine
a future. The future is queerness’s domain. Queerness is a
structuring and educated mode of desiring that allows us to see
and feel beyond the quagmire of the present. [. . .] we must dream
and enact new and better pleasures, other ways of being in the
world, and ultimately new worlds [...]. Queerness is a longing that
propels us onward, beyond romances of the negative and toiling
in the present. Queerness is that thing that lets us feel that this
world is not enough, that indeed something is missing. [...]
Queerness is essentially about the rejection of a here and now and
an insistence on potentiality for another world. (Mufioz, 2009, p. 1)
For feminist economics a non-coopted queerness linked to a queer
theory that focuses on utopian potentialities is a worthwhile travel
companion to alternative economics. Feminist economics is to a large
scale operating on the androcentric divide in economic theory and
from a heteronormative perspective “queer political economy shares
with feminist and race theory interest in the social articulation of . ..
a circle of interdependence between how perceptions of the body —
these constructed, overlapping differences (by sexuality, gender, race,
and class)—affect markets and, in turn, how markets affect our
perceptions of the body” (Cornwall, 1998, pp. 78, 81). And this is not

confined to national markets. The utopian oriented queer “consumer-
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citizen” not only refuses to consume but rather engages in
interpersonal acts of solidarity based on desire that do not allow
protagonists to remain in national boxes. Shane Phelan’s “queer
citizenship,” based on political participation and alliances formed
along different axes of “strangeness” suggests pragmatic coalitional
politics without borders and forcing the economic as well as the
“political and legal systems to stretch and re-form to do justice to our
lives” (Phelan, 1995, p. 344). Along that line (feminist) border studies
also try to focus on the deconstructive elements of the border concept.
The crossing of borders and the establishment of subjectivity related
to borders and hybrid identities make for a more complex analysis
and, at the same time, they serve as a source of power. Queer policy
might therefore also follow Emma Goldman’s suggestion to forego
governments, private property and religion (Goldman, 1910) and
instead adopt a sense of community that focuses on the development
of social and communal groups, which are supposed to thrive outside
of hierarchical and centralized political structures, disabling
neocolonialism as well as nationalist wars. This is displayed in Marge
Piercy’s utopia, where people live in small villages as it has been
found that large systems do not work, since people lose their sense
of responsibility and hierarchies replace a feeling of communal

existence (Piercy, 1976).

Feminist economics has been inspired by two notions of utopian queer theory:
1) the fluidity of gender identities/gender as performance and intimate
partnerships outside of the heteronorm as well as 2) the deconstruction of a
national lens. Regarding the former, Charusheela (2008) has published on the
stability of consumption where she discusses how essential it is for a Post-
Keynesian economics where gender functions as performative, with

households as the effects and heteronormativity as the essential structure
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organizing consumption behavior in the way it is assumed by Keynesian
demand-side economic policies. She bases her analysis on historical examples
of heteronormativity being enforced via biopolitics to ensure “orderly”
consumption processes. Danby (2007) and Barker (2012) have showed how the
heteronormative essentializing of care in economics contributes to a binary
framing of market/household and economic/noneconomic that privileges and
naturalizes capitalism at the expense of other processes. Badgett has worked
most prominently on LGBT economics (see Badgett, 2001), questioning how
LGB households fit into micro economic theories of intra-household work
distribution and discrimination in the labor market. Schonpflug et al. (2018)
are analyzing the prevalence of socioeconomic data on LGB(TI)Qs in national
and international statistics and household surveys. Hewitson (2013) has
reflected on the connections of heteronormativity and colonial biopolitics
manifested in the refusal of citizenship to Australian Aboriginal people because
they were not organized in household systems as described in New Home
Economics.

Concerning the second notion of the deconstruction of the national, Patel
(2012) and Lind (2012) have called attention to the imperatives of theorizing
sexuality in relation to the structures and discourses of the state, finance, and
agendas of national development; and Danby (2007) stresses the need to
unravel heteronormative foundations of what constitutes the realms of the
economy, sociality, and hierarchy of also nations. He has published on issues
of nationality and its connection to gender performance. He discusses how the
heteronorm was at work in the making of national income and population
statistics in the years after World War II. In “Global Justice and Desire:
Queering Economy” (Dhawan et al., 2015) economics is explicitly combined
with queer theory, and in this volume Klapeer and Schénpflug (2015) request
queer commons and “transgressing the fiction of self-ownership, challenging
Westocentric proprietism” (p. 136).

Finally, in acts of introspection, Danby (2007) and Cornwall (1998) have

13
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looked at heteronormativity in feminist economics and Bergeron (2009) has
discussed how to “move caring labor off the straight path” (Bergeron, 2009,
p- 55).

To conclude this section: queer theory on its journey towards utopia is a
wonderful companion for feminist economics; both in questioning the
microeconomic foundations of the heteronormative family and its effects on
macroeconomic policy as well as the notion of nationality that is deeply

embodied in all mainstream economic theory.

5-3 Indigenous Research
Maori theorist Linda Tuhiwai Smith (2012) uses the term “Indigenous research”
to talk about knowledge creation from a perspective of Indigenous peoples
with their experiences under imperialism and more specific forms of
colonialism (Smith, 2012, p. 24). Indigenous research is not research about
Indigenous populations but rather the voices of researchers with a historical
background of imperialism and colonialism; it focusses on questioning the
inequality between Western and Indigenous societies. Utopian thinking and
Indigenous realities collide in an uncanny, uncomfortable way. Western
imaginations of better worlds have been the blueprint and justification for the
enslavement and colonization processes of modernity; Thomas More’s 1516
Utopia contains a theory of colonization and the creation of utopian “New
Worlds” in the colonies that has had devastating, entirely dystopian effects for
Indigenous communities (Hardy, 2012). Utopia, a location in Australia’s
Northern Territory houses some of the poorest First Nations populations. This
ambivalence is also a theme for feminist utopian studies, as men’s utopias are
rarely good places for women and feminist utopias have often not been
considerate of Indigenous perspectives and coloniality.

Queer theory with its questioning of all types of norms differs substantially
from Indigenous research as it is deeply anchored in Western discursive

production processes of sexuality, subjectivity and sociality (Sullivan, 2003).
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Still experiences of discrimination and oppression result from similar
oppression strategies, as the fetishization of exoticized sexualities of the
racialized “others” in the colonies is crucially intertwined with the creation of
homosexual (and heterosexual) bodies in the West (Shamira et al., 2019;
Lugones, 2007). Therefore, there is not only a cross-over between queer and
Indigenous research for Indigenous LGBTIQ activists and researchers, there
are also some similar questions regarding research methodologies or the choice
of qualitative methods considering the relationship between researcher and
researched (Detamore, 2010); similar research methods: e.g., autoethnography
(Whitinui, 2013; Holman & Adams, 2010), challenging biased ways of
collecting, analyzing, and presenting data (Walter & Andersen, 2013).

Specific to Indigenous studies is the establishment of paradigms that rely
on principles not present in Western science (see Drawson et al., 2017; Mertens
et al., 2013; Chilisa, 2012; Smith, 2012; Kovach, 2010; Lincoln et al., 2008; Brown
& Strega, 2005), such as the interconnectedness of all living things, the impact
of motives and intentions on people and community, the foundation of research
as lived Indigenous experience, the groundedness of theories in Indigenous
epistemology, the transformative nature of research, and the sacredness and
responsibility of maintaining personal and community integrity (Weber-
Pillwax, 1999), with knowledge not being individually owned but resulting
out of relationality (Wilson, 2008).

Kyle Whyte discusses Indigenous perceptions of intergenerational time in
different global settings: an Anishinaabe perspective on time sees
“intergenerational time as a perspective of a spiraling temporality, where it
makes sense to consider ourselves as living alongside future and past relatives
simultaneously” (Whyte, 2018, p. 228). Maori planning processes reach over a
horizon of future multiple generations that is “mokopuna” (Scheele et al.,
2016). Australian peoples “can be connected in the same way to something that
is over 30,000 years old as they are to something that is a couple 100 years old”
(Koolmatrie, 2019).
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Also, the perception of land is a key difference from Western conceptions.
In mainstream economics, land is a factor inherent in production functions. At
the same time, it is implicitly considered as an unlimited given, a gift of nature,
productive soil, but also a sink for pollution, filter for drinking water, and
habitat. Indigenous conceptions of land are those of a relationship between
people and land (Tuck et al., 2014): Land may be teacher, partner, extension of
the self, or deity. (Hubacek & van den Bergh, 2006). The Maori concept of
Taonga tuku iho (intergenerational resources) is concerned with effective
relations between tribes and land to manage natural resources across
generations (Scheele et al., 2016).

Feminist economics has much to learn from Indigenous research: foregoing
the Western perspective as the epicenter of all theory building, considering
colonialism as a core problem in capitalism and patriarchal structure, and
opening epistemology to non-Western paradigms. Decolonial thinking has
already proceeded in building knowledge that encompasses Indigenous
thinking; feminist philosopher Maria Lugones has explained the “relation of
the birth of the colonial/modern gender system to the birth of global colonial
capitalism [...and she is] investigating the intersection of race, class, gender,
and sexuality in a way that enables [...] to understand the indifference that
persists in much feminist analysis” (Lugones, 2007, p. 187). Charusheela and
Zein-Elabdin edited a volume called Postcolonialism Meets Economics (2004) that
is not explicitly focused on feminist economics but seeks to “trouble”
economics (in the Butlerian sense), which the editors consider a “hegemonic
discourse of modernity” (p. 1).

Core themes of Indigenous theory have only been partially discussed in
feminist economics: Personal ties and intentions remain mostly central for
feminist engagement with care work (“intrinsic motivation”). Relations with
production factors (especially land and nature) have been discussed in
ecofeminist economics generally from European or Western backgrounds (see

Mies, 1986; Dankelman, 2010; Biesecker & Winterfeld, 2011, Nelson, 1995 and



Research Paper : Queer Utopia for a Feminist Economics |

1997; Lucas, 2000; Mellor, 2005); exceptions are the research of Indian thinker
Vandana Shiva or the work of feminist economist Bina Agarwal.

A closer interlinkage with Indigenous and decolonial thinkers was planned
for the IAFFE conference of 2020 that was scheduled to take place in Ecuador
but has been postponed to a virtual session to be held in 2021. Rauna
Kuokkanen, an Indigenous scholar with Sami backgrounds, is one of the few
doing cross-over research of feminist, Indigenous and economic subjects
(Kuokkanen, 2011). Another recent example is the “Feminist Economic
Recovery Plan for COVID-19” launched by the State of Hawai’i (2020), which
is a very hopeful example of feminist economics becoming manifest in
economic policy making—especially in times of crises.

An issue that is extremely helpful for an expanded vision of feminist
economics is the non-linear perception of time and generational connectedness
in Indigenous thinking. Postcolonial theory has already commented on Western
conceptions of panoptical time, i.e., the image of global history consumed at a
glance in a single spectacle from a point of privileged invisibility, where
Indigenous history appears “static, fixed, and covered in dust” (McClintock,
1994, p. 40). Space is in that respect anachronistic: “prehistoric, atavistic and
irrational, inherently out of place” in a time of modernity (McClintock, 1994,
p- 40). Western chrono-normativity of individual lifestyles has recently also
become of great interest to queer theory (McBean, 2016; Gould, 2016;
Chakrabarty, 2018; Colebrook, 2017) including concepts of life-cycles and
intergenerational time.

Sustainability and time are key factors when it comes to feminist
economics: The up and down swings of business cycles with a 4-5-year altitude
and the same short-run time goals of policy makers do not add up to the needs
of an ageing population and climate change affecting the future for new
generations and the planet. The prevalent overlapping-generation-models are
completely useless for these problems, as they are based on the assumption of

time per se being productive, that is, “biological interest rates” (Samuelson,
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1958, p. 467). There has been very little work on alternative feminist economic
perceptions of time.

While feminist economics will definitely profit from broadening its
perspective, it is highly questionable whether Indigenous research will embrace
feminist economics as a worthwhile travel companion. All too often, white
feminists have exploited Indigenous and BIPOC women* in projects based on
“sisterhood,” so racism and sexism need to be very carefully negotiated as they
are structures enabling a coloniality of power in a capitalist economics. A
strategic essentialism that is not blind to colonialism, classism, institutionalized
racism or anthropocentrism, but is fit to engage with global problems with
local and trans-local networks, needs to be established and the work for it and

the profits from it need to be shared fairly.

5-4 Queer Ecofeminism and Posthumanism

Posthumanism is a funky traveler that can more eagerly jump on board the
feminist vessel. Drawing on feminist, queer, postcolonial and anti-racist theory,
posthumanism proposes alternative views of the constitution of subjectivity,
the production of knowledge and global biopolitics as it is argued that “the
human” was never a neutral category but one always linked to power and
privilege (Braidotti, 2013). Queer ecofeminist and posthumanist thinkers are
questioning the homo economicus as an independent entity based on the
anthropocentric (rather than just the androcentric) postulate in modern
epistemes which position a binary where humans are at the center of all
scientific modelling, reasoning and political organization and the rest of the
world is “nature” —and declared largely irrelevant. Similar to Indigenous
thinkers, but from their disciplinary standpoints, posthuman thinkers have
been explaining the active connectedness of all life, such as humanity’s
symbiogenetic genealogy with microorganisms or the dependence of humans
on an autopoietic system, which is a system capable of reproducing and

maintaining itself. Donna Haraway beautifully describes the symbiogenetic
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dependence in microscopic settings that may serve as a brilliant tool to
dismantle the homo economics concept as well as ideas of a free and autonomous

individual:

I'love the fact that human genomes can be found in only about 10 percent
of all the cells that occupy the mundane space I call my body; the other 90
percent of the cells are filled with the genomes of bacteria, fungi, protists,
and such, some of which play in a symphony necessary to my being alive
at all, and some of which are hitching a ride and doing the rest of me, of
us, no harm. I am vastly outnumbered by my tiny companions; better put,
I become an adult human being in company with these tiny messmates.

To be one is always to become with many. (Haraway, 2008, p. 3)

From a posthumanist perspective the key to recreating another version of
economics lies with a transgression of all established dualistic thinking (such
as mind/body, human/animal) and overcoming of those dichotomies which
provide the basis (and legitimization) for modern capitalism, nation states, and
many other unequal/exploitative relationships —quite similar to queer
approaches. These dualistic categories are intrinsically interlinked with
capitalism and modern conceptions of (holding) property (see also Klapeer &
Schonpflug, 2015 and 2016) where it is reasoned that the rational mind holds
property over the self and maintains self-control over his body and desires
(self-ownership); and that rational (white) men acquire property over non-
rational others, such as women, Indigenous people, BIPOCs, sexual deviants,
rational humans transform nature, land, animals, the planet into (private)

property. Greta Gaard summarizes this from an ecofeminist point:

[A]ll categories of the other share these qualities of being feminized,

2 Gary Becker reminds us that sexual deviants are not organizing their lives as efficiently

as they could be, therefore they are not fully rational. (Becker, 1993, p. 40).
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animalized, and naturalized, socialist ecofeminists have rejected any claims
of primacy for one form of oppression or another, embracing instead the
understanding that all forms of oppression are now so inextricably linked
that liberation efforts must be aimed at dismantling the system itself.

(Gaard 1997, p. 117)

At this point feminist economics has not drawn much from posthuman
thinking. From a political-economic perspective, the core of Gibson-Graham’s
feminist political imaginary is the vision of a decentralized movement that
connects globally dispersed subjects and places through webs of signification.
The “arrival” of the Anthropocene and feminist critiques of hyper-separation
are pushing their theories beyond the divisive binaries of human/nonhuman,
subject/object, economy/ecology and thinking/acting (Gibson-Graham, 2011).

Also, Schénpflug and Klapeer (2017) have extended Becker’s household
model to fit a posthuman perspective. By doing so playfully, they argue that
the privileged concept of self-ownership and property appropriation based on
usage rather than preservation needs to be swiftly abandoned to make room
for alternative economic systems oriented towards abundance, sustenance and
efficiency. A posthumanist economics can successfully replace the idea of the
autonomous economic agent and his limited organization in nuclear families
with an understanding of a human economics that is subordinate to a planetary
autopoietic system with “multispecies ecojustice” (Haraway, 2015, p. 161) of
humans and other species. It should be encouraged to envision the key
economic agents rather than mushroom men, but truly as mushrooms, as fungi
(beings outside the binary of animal or plant) that are all connected by their
mycelium, forming a biological web of decomposing and rebirthing, helping

trees to exchange nutrients and providing healing substances to humans.

6 Conclusion

I want to conclude by positing that a feminist economics inspired by utopia
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does need queer approaches as well as Indigenous research and posthuman
thinking to truly leave the realm of androcentric and anthropocentric
economics that is threatening the survival of all of us, including the planet - as
has become even more visible in the dystopia of the COVID-19 crisis. A utopian
oriented feminist economics will pick up the lessons from the theories it has
befriended during its adventures of searching for a better world. From queer
theory it can adopt the notion that relationships and families need not be
heteronormative, monogamous and forever, but that there can be fluidity, and
that there must be a responsibility for a greater community and certainly no
national boundaries. From Indigenous thinking, feminist economics can learn
to decenter its dependence on paradigms of Western modernity, a different
sense of time, long-term sustenance and respectful, reciprocal and responsible
relationships with land and nature. From posthuman theories we can learn to
question anthropocentrism based on presumable facts of biology and other
natural sciences. All these will help with the strict recreation of harmful
institutions such as systematic individualism, racialization, gender-roles,
families/households, nations, money, chrono-normative time and competitive
markets. In this sense the current crisis is a “portal” (Roy, 2020) for imagining
feminist economic alternatives to the prevailing order. As dystopia expands,

it is time to learn fast.
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Kb, ZOWEEIZIX, THEEELY Y27 71 ONENTIEL] % BMEHH
AERNTCI Lozl ild b, FHEEH (2011) ORFHTEETHETIZ. 5
DR FIZDOWTIRD L) IZEHH T IZH;:A TV 5,

BRZFZE2SELLE W, L TELWVWTWEDIEE) LTRERVET
M INETFEVHIT TOLISD, BILEFToTH LDl T aHL

SH, WEZEXZ 2T ) T4 FNEWICSELTE TV RVLDIZE ) W)
CEBRATED D B (p.170)

COEFEH S 104E 1T &8 - AL, Javaid (2018) 1 [FRSFHY TR BHER
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RBWHES RO LA F) AT AV OMEEZHRLE, 4 F1) X
TIHBED15 BB NED D 2 W L THEAN 2N EITE 2T, 09% LA T &
N7z W& SN T2 (Walby & Allen, 2004) . F 72 7 A1 7 Tld, Black et
al. (2011) OHFHIZL B L. BHD14%BH L 1 THEOREELD 5 .

HARTI0ERD OB L IR L AEREORHESTHLNTVDE, AR
B LM ORETH B Ml etal. (1998) F kA - KFEZ T RISHE L.
P EDOILIERAT A TEME0.3 % (Z12.91%). L2 NTHTHTHIE0I8% (&
214 %), TOMTHME042% (Z1E6.18%) L. BHEOHETHREEL
LW BWVEREL T, Tz, HIBEEIE (1999) Db O TIE, BHgE
FIZOWTHHOREAEZ RIS L, ek v e ST REOWERD
10 NIZ3 AV D & ZOFIERmINIZIH S 2T L7,

Pk X1, ANOCHT 28 FEOE G 27— 5132 EORBUE G T b
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2000; PP IF 93 2 LA 2218 5y, 2018; P4, 2004; PMiliet al., 1998) 251 4 THH4 D
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W55, 2009; HIE & & 3, 1999; B, 2004; H AM#HCE 14, 2019; Miliet al., 1998)
IZ2ET BHIMHELYZT 2 LB BV LD b b,
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2014, p. 11) & L CHEOWER [iELEn/zL A T D87 5 4 4] (Cohen,
2014, p. 1) ICEETAHILARFHICSEL L LTV,
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Javaid (2018) 1 H HOWERER LR L. ~NTFE=Z v 7 BN & RAEE L
FFEN DIz, D Fo, BHEOLA Td M beh Ty, /20 ik
NTwbEL, [BUHEOL A TE, MEEEZ BN, PEE 2 KR & L TR
FH5I 2L BEHORPELRERZIESLT 2] (Javaid, 2018, p. 190) &
o T,

2-3 BHEOMRELZORE

AR SN TO D BEOUEEICONT, LX) REENHLEELON
TWDEDREL) Ho BUETIHERBE LN ERPSEE 2 00ME (KT
FAVIANLVA) THLERREIND L) 1> TETWD, BUOHEELC
DWTC Y, T LZEPHL P E o> TET WD, LDEEEE - FFHIEZEN 75
L1980 TAH D BUiE > TB Y. Mezey & King (1989) (ZHEEICHED L
A THEORE L WEIZOWTHERE RV E LT, 240 OB EL*
AL, OBWEERIIC RN EZT 5 EH¥HY ., @20 UL WEET,
OUUOUWEZ LFEMOL A T Ty FU— L% FoTwb LIGH%
7o ThHIH o7z, Hiid —HOFAL S, BIEK (Mezey & King, 1989; Walker et
al,, 2005). HOHEEOXKM (Myers, 1989; Walker et al., 2005) . PTSD (Coxell
& King, 1996; Myers, 1989; Walker et al., 2005) . PERERERE . TPk HRAL M
I DL (Coxell & King, 1996; Walker et al., 2005) 34 U % Z & 2SBS0 &
o TWhe T—FDBROENTNE L) BIRIEDH DD, A5 5005 BAM O
PERIWEE & % PTSD B8R IX B LI 7#H 5 v (Tolin & Foa, 2006) & 29
ﬁ%%%%oé%t‘bﬁ%%@@&&%f‘&mkaMM@(mH)Kih
W HERDEEGBLIICE I L AT O =0, R, LR & O fREIREE,
BLUE FRIEAREY A NV ADERR T B, EEOKIEZ & OfEBATEIC
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ML CTWio, F/o, PEERRIE, MESGHE, SEWMAH, 22X, ) X
7 VEREREREE ., (a2 AT WEI R MEATEN S ICHB L T B v ) i as
» 5 (Turchik, 2012) . RIIMAREE L LT, A%, B, &Y LMEsgmErsne
TEREE, HOBoE, AL BB, 85174, BOIFREZ X 2
Wiahid ) (Walker et al., 2005) #EZEAER > THBIERS BB 2 SRS
N52LbdHsd (Mezey & King, 1989),

Fro. BUSPTERIHEIMTE 2 WIREBIZ 25 2 L b5 > Twd (Coxell &
King, 2010)s @ & 912, Wik & R THMEDP R E % 2T 72RO /N S
WHIFTIE RV,

T8 e L BUEOEAL (Mezey & King 1989; Walker et al.,
2005; Tewksbury, 2007; Khan, 2008) & #EIZEE & 287 55, Bk oL
BRICBI 2 MR OMA L ELFEDOFRL L ENLMON L o725, ER
BER LS TH Y . UL BIT 2 BB L L CwanI L,
BEEHEMWEL V2 v ¥ — - TATF YT AT A BRRERREEZRH LTV
bDTHA . Bl 21X, Groth & Birnbaum (1979) &, IEELSHHHESE LN
LWEDVHE DL LR, MEFEIZOZ LI TAHFD s V2T
TAREE) R E DTS, METHERMEPZTLE, 7 a7 )74 M
TTENCEEDSH 5 L TEENTBY), ZOEEBEY vy —{LENTHEEL LT
ODHEDX 7 a7 )T 42 ED LA DL V) He, WML T 17>
TATAREDL IR LT 20080 HIZOWTHEL T LRI S
T\ % (Tewksbury, 2007), F 7z, Walker etal. (2005) Tl, —&F Mk
LI EERERP O H G ORI IO W TRELRPHEE L KB L T\ b Ll
BMFERMD [H LAKBIZHSDZT TO2 R RTAF U ERE/- 2 L 0%
Oy BRI L7200 ? KW, ZREELATHILEN R Wo THS T
W, 205, FAUEOBENDSH 51BN R V- TE-> Twiz, §23<EVEIR
BLLTCW7zAZZ] (p.76) Lilio/:Z &% BIRLCW%, Khan (2008) T [tk
WCHICET 2 RALEBEO L A THERICBE LW LTI AW el [Hi7
WEOLNT, NA L7 2TV RALeTWhEBos72] (p.198) [ERELL T
WHEIEL D B9 BRRBOFEDH b\ A s aT VAL R
Buho TR, £ THLF I LMICEINLINE] (p.199) L) HEL
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DFED #BFIRLTWd, HRIZBWT P& & (1999) O ¥4 ¥ a—ft
T [XOFPFERERBOBZ57DI2, HOZETHFIEIEDb>TLES T2,
o6 R ELC &Ut(f&othbv&ijﬁ@ L) B OB R
WHREIN TV 5,

EF (2019) 1EWeb #4%2 B AR A RO ER 2 RISHA LTV, 27
GHONE RG]0 TORTI 2V T~ TATVT 474 RE (Fe RK&EIF,
2007) ZHLCWa, COLBREILBTL2Y 2y — - TATY T4 71 L
F [F—M - Eialhd b o 2 FBM A BSOS, THLYASALNTRS
MR EDOUERN E—ET 2 &) R (4 K&, 2007, p. 253) &%
FENTV D, ZOREOKREE GISTEREOBEAR L % o T2 — B IO
BEBMEEL LTI Y TVDtRERITV, Y28 —  TATYTATAD
AR, REOREP oL E2WE L TV D, REBRIEIHS 2 TlE%
Ay Frow T T HEORRED S HROBUREELEXREL D0 T
BV EV)BREH L5, BUY « v ¥ =B E L RS DH D DT
BN EEREL TV,

3 —AMOBERNRKFNCZROLHELEEZDAE

BUEOMREE T 2T E BT 5 & BUHEBT ML T, €

DBLIERTH B, € L THEWEDOATEALIZOWT, AL HRO S
NHELTOHRMIMBETEDLLDTH D, 7205 BNBEFELZRBL TS
Staudigl (2009) 252 L 912, BILERW LT 70— FIZ LB EKE AL
HACEZORYE (BUHOMHESE) I TICREF->TnEI LR b, LT [£
NHED [LFF] CboTED L) % [EEK] 2FO0O0 L) T LITRIE
?DF %] (Staudigl, 2009, p. 154) Td %,

Cohen (2014) 235 #t L7z & 512, BHOUHEILEO LA T2 AL L
2o ) FOTERIME L LTHE S, [ Shde 2ok) zBRoR
BALIZIN 2 C Staudigl (2009) A5HIF T A RIS, [HILbNOIFED I 7 T
VR EHESELET AW, BERLLDZLELTHHLTLEB) 355
% (p.154) #FITTV5,

HHE L VO RERICBWT, BUokE R (173 — 28R s¢5] 3%
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ThHhbLITHb, [VFy~iAE2] OFTHF (2018) IZMEHETTIZDOVWT
WD L HIZHRRTN D,

WRDOBWEEBDOL L ZLETH L, WD BV IZHWEMEEICL 2B
BEEOHATINPIELEALMON TRV, BB Z DRIk 5 Tw
LHREDTiN, W ED LR EIZIE D 2ITRKRE V2L L e WS, 20
L) RHEICH F ) ERIZEVTH S ). BUHEE IOV TTERDPAT
G EbdHoT, P TIHMERL B, WEEL ORI ICRE
T 5o (FhHg)

LA 7R MBI EFT2HERETT LT LR, ZE~NORTTOVEDE LTHL
LT &7 Z2Lpicziid, ERIEEFICHESGER TV S Lidw
Zy RO FTLHMES TV D DI TRV, (pp. 235-236)

COXHIHPIE, BUOWERIFET 2 0GP AR T372L LT, Bk
EEURNOERYOINL, 220D, MENELHENOREHOVLEOL
LCim LA 2 EDMiES T Db Tk v EiimfitiTnb,

BUHOUWEDHFEEZROLTH G, R OFmICHAALZ L2 LRV
HiZiE, BEPAT G THE L) L%\, ZOHETIE, [HF Y ERD
GWTHAHH) ] 72Eh [PRbFTLLMES T A DI TlER ] LfimftiTs
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EEFEELZOOE, BAEHIATHEOV ARV, 222 E/, Bko
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DEo L9 % [BHEOKE(] (Staudigl, 2009, p. 154) & [HEER A D DL
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EWOMHESY L) X CHEMT 272012, BIRFEHT 70— FI2 & > TUHEHIC
Eo TOEREHSLAIZL TOARIFIUTE S v, MEHE L v #EBRICIE
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3-1 —AMOIRRFHET R

HIEi Tl R B ZER T 21 2H72 ). — AMOBRFHEEE (first-person
phenomenological accounts) (Finlay, 2012) 2H %) Td % & b %, Finlay
(2012) &, [HEEOREL [Hiic, BAN R 0L LT) BFET 2 )7k% R
] (p.7) L. [z HEENEHEL] (p.7) OTH D L — ABOBRZFML
7% &FAli L. Manen (1990/2011) OZBRBFAMERIED T & HOIZHH O [
Al BT~ ZORBEFIRL TVD, TOL) ZELAERICNZ T, B
PR ELZEEONIREERE L CRAR T2 & I ABROEMIIINA TEETH S
DIk, BHE VI ARARLTICRE L T 22 TH S,
BECHERF~OHH L LT, BUEHREZETVE LT RILL TS Ewvo
DD D, 7x3IZAMRLFICOWTHIE (2020) REHHY RS &
DENE LT, [R72b— A~ AOHEORFLLART LI LICL>T, 723
S A MR, TV a) T <A )T 4 OTIER LN e AR R o f
BICHHIR A REE L o TE] (p.94) EBALTWS, F72. 1 (2020)
. THEESNBBRICHEI N7 = 3 = A FPEGSIE, BIETIEREoRERIC
BROEET. S F SFRMUENFIEOES ONIREBRIZOVWT, S512E =147
T 4] LIFENE N4 OFREERICOWTHEZOHELLHIET 250 LTERL
T3] (p.3) LBEDT 2 I=ZA MHRFOREMEZRL TV,
BUHOUREI~A ) T 1 ORBFTIRDH DD, BEL V) MR * BT 5 2
LT, Zo=va) T LTol (B LEHEEOBREUSMIZL TV
VENRD LD, COFICHENIZHA ) T 52010, 72 I =R MNIRFES%E
L35,
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3-2 AHRDEIE

AEGTlE, MAEROMRNE L L —F T 20 (Y AV vy —Rik) CTHHkE
L) BB A RO RO (— AR ISV L A5, BHEoMHEIC oW
T, BSZEMRBR ERA Do

FHEOBEN H DRI A SN D DI, 7D BRITR S BRI 7 35
ELTO MEIE] Thod, ML A TG54 4] Lid, HEICKT
HHERIEEZ R L TBY .. 205N TIRBIEO MR E DR HALOREE % HL A
HTLIITETH, ZOHEORB ARSI LIETER Vv, ZHEDFIZL-T
TES N7V OMERIE, RHEORBRT 2RI BWTEEEL 52 &7,
CITROOENDIRELDIL, BUHORHRELLB L T I EZEEbs,

B LRI, K L CREBI . TAEITH S &) ICERORR AT D
ENTWD, ZNW 2, HAHHMISREARRL —RIIE L TH, EhiiE
L LTEERDT ZEMEDTHINENVZ 5O TE RV, b LEH ZETIUL, B
POV BEROBER AL ) Lo ZOFRICT, ZOHRFEZRRT L8, 2F Y
BRFIFRIC L > T, BUHOMEE L VI BEOHSREN ST IO OND &
EZHND,

— NOME TR E T L0, HAWELTLDH 5. MH OB REBRD
FLIR I L TV 2 AROB CTHNIT 2 2 L IEHIENH 2 L ) 1cBbhd, %
b, WERRA GRS 2 L E, TREEPERICHNEREETHY . 20
FEDIE. ZNEMGE LCHED A BEHLE L THMIMALZEPEE LW EM
AMHTH b,
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Abstract
Lived Experience of Male Victims of Sexual Assault:

Description of First-Person Phenomenological Accounts

Hirokazu MIYAZAKI

Men are victims of sexual assaults, however it is often regarded as “no big
deal.” This paper aims to clarify what is the experience of sexual assault by
male victims, which has been regarded as similar to the experience by female
victims. This article discusses how men—in terms of their gender identity —
make sense of their experience of sexual assault and find it difficult to
conceptualize.

After reviewing previous studies regarding male victims of sexual assault,
it seems necessary to rethink the meaning of a sexual assault experience from
the perspective of a male victim. In order to gain an in-depth understanding
of male victims of sexual assault, I refer to feminist phenomenology and
describe my own experiences through a first-person phenomenological
account.

The description of the experience—from the viewpoint of a male victim
of sexual assault who lives in a patriarchal society —is concerned with age,
male genital organs, feelings of sexual pleasure, and penetration, because they
all affect the recognition of the relationship between men and sexual
victimization.

When men are victims of sexual assault, and thus, are turned into sexual
objects, they cannot recognize their sex/gender as men. It is almost impossible
to identify as a sexual victim while staying in a traditionally masculine
gendered position. When men experience sexual assault there are feelings of
vulnerability, and a vague sense of subjectivity that halts their lived experience
as men, particularly during the assault.

The effects of the traumatic event on men cannot be underestimated.
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However, men still live in a patriarchal society in which male victims still hold
on to certain male privileges. Therefore, we ought to think critically about male

victims of sexual assault and men living in a patriarchal society.

Keywords:
male victims of sexual assault, feminist phenomenology, masculinity, sexual

assault, sexuality






Research Note
Utopian Thinking and the Post-Pandemic
Feminist Future

Abigail Raine CONNOLLY

1 Introduction

The pandemic highlights fissures and inequalities already existent in society but
also interrupts the status quo and offers the tantalizing potential for emancipatory

reconfigurations. (Wolfe, 2020, p. 2)

In this research note I explore feminism’s relationship with utopian thinking
in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic. To what extent is utopian thinking a
help or a hindrance to feminism?

The restrictions on movement covering most of the world (Our World in
Data, 2020) have given rise to the term the ‘great pause’ or the even grander
‘Great Pause’ (see Wolfe, 2020). Imagining a better post-COVID-19 world
became popular in 2020'. Whilst escapism is a function of utopianism (Levitas,
1990 as cited in Fernando et al., 2018), this pandemic has been seized upon by
socio-political movements as an opportunity to put ‘utopian’ ideas into action.

It is not just academics and activists who are thinking about the post-
pandemic future. On an individual level, the potential to continue working

from home is attractive to some people (Cramer & Zaveri, 2020). Speaking

See the BBC’s ‘Rethink’ series (retrieved August 26, 2020 from https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/articles/1tGpw4fG1PrfjN7Glvg2yly/why-we-need-to-rethink-just-
about-everything); the UP:IT (Utopia Platform for Imagining Transformations) project
(retrieved August 26, 2020 from https://utopiaplatform.wordpress.com/); and “The
World Turned Upside Down’ series in The Guardian (Retrieved August 26 2020 https://
www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/series/the-world-turned-upside-down).
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about the decision in August 2020 to permanently increase remote working,
the chief executive of a UK bank remarked: “I wouldn’t have believed it was
possible if you'd asked me in February” (Mooney et al., 2020, para. 16).

At the very moment when it seems that anything is possible, many women
are less able to participate in designing a new world. Early indications are that
more men than women are dying of COVID-19; but women are likely to
shoulder more of the economic and social burdens of the pandemic (Wenham,
2020). In “The Coronavirus is a Disaster for Feminism,” Helen Lewis (2020)

explains why:

What do pandemic patients need? Looking after. What do self-isolating
older people need? Looking after. What do children kept home from school
need? Looking after. All this looking after —this unpaid caring labor —will
fall more heavily on women, because of the existing structure of the

workforce. (para. 6)

Gregory Claeys (2013, 2020) identifies three components of utopianism: utopian
literature; utopian thought; and “‘communal movements’ or practical attempts
at ‘improved communities.” Although my focus is utopian thought and how it
relates to feminist thought, I recognise how Claeys’ three components of
utopianism are intertwined. Feminist utopian fiction has been a place for
imagining non-patriarchal worlds. Feminist principles have been applied in
practice at all levels from small-scale “improved communities’ to the self-named
feminist governments of Sweden and Canada. Sarah Webster Goodwin (1990)
insightfully describes utopianism “as an aspect of discourse, on the threshold
between the fictive and real” (p. 2).

In “The Trouble with Utopia’ section, I outline the history and meaning of
utopia, how utopias fall in and out of fashion (Kumar, 2010), and explore the
fluctuating relationship between utopian and feminist discourse. In “The Value

of Utopian Thinking’ section I turn to psychological aspects, arguing that
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utopian thinking is an act that in itself has value and benefits. In the ‘Utopian
Realism and the End of Gender” section, I show how the concept of utopian
realism is a useful way to understand how utopian thinking can lead to social
change. I present postgenderism as an example of the usefulness of utopian
thinking to feminism (without addressing the many complexities of
postgenderism itself). I am aware this research note is very narrow in focus. I
do not explore dystopias, which are closely related to utopias and are also very
relevant during this time of pandemic. I have also used only sources in English
from mainly European and North American writers and so my discussion of
feminism comes from that perspective.

I conclude that the criticism of utopias—that they are idealistic—is
precisely what makes utopian thinking so useful in imagining the world we
want for ourselves, for our children and for our grandchildren. Rather than
being a hindrance, utopian thinking is essential for feminism as a movement
that seeks transformative social change. Finally, I reccommend that we find ways
to include the women who are overwhelmed with caregiving now in the

utopian thinking that could shape the post-pandemic future.

2 The Trouble with Utopia

I am conscious that, for some people, talk of utopia represents a deeply flawed way
of thinking. Utopianism, they say, at best, has an indifferent reputation, at worst,

literally a bad name. (Halpin, 1999, p. 346)

The word ‘utopia’ was coined by Thomas More (1478-1535) as the name for a
fictional island in a book of the same name published in 1516. However, the
idea of a better place in a different time or location predates writing, having
existed in myths and oral traditions around the world (Claeys & Sargent, 2017,
p- 6). Claeys and Sargent (2017) detail pre-Utopia utopias including: Judeo-
Christian depictions of Eden and heaven (p. 17); the Greco-Roman myth of the
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Golden Age; and Plato’s Republic, described as an early example of “utopias of
human contrivance” (p. 6).

David Halpin (1999) speculates that the root of the trouble with the concept
of utopia is linguistic. Thomas More’s title is “a joke” combining the Greek
word “eutopia’ meaning ‘good place’ with ‘outopia’ meaning ‘no place’ (p. 346).
The connotations of the word utopia are of an imaginary place that is not and
cannot be real. In any work of fiction (including film and theatre) we suspend
our disbelief or believe in the consistency of the world created by the author
— even in the science fiction and fantasy genres. However, in political
philosophy and in social movements (such as women'’s rights, peace, and
climate change), the criticism of not being realistic or having so-called
impossible aims can stop people from engaging, undermine credibility and
ultimately prevent progress.

Although now challenged by revisionists (see Wilson, 1998 and Ashworth,
2002), the narrative of International Relations is that the 1930s and 1940s were
characterised by a ‘great debate’ between realists and idealists (or utopians).
Wilson (1998) examines The Twenty Years’ Crisis by E. H. Carr (1892-1982) which
was first published in 1939 and remains highly influential. Wilson finds that
Carr created the category of idealism or utopianism to label ideas he disagreed
with, as a means to discredit them. Utopianism became “a realist category of
abuse” whose powerful rhetoric resulted in “a rich variety of progressive
ideas” being “consigned to oblivion” (Wilson, 1998, p. 1).

However, the meaning of and popularity of utopia has varied over time
(Claeys, 2020). “Utopias come in waves,” rising and falling in popularity
according to the socio-political context (Kapur, 2016, para. 9). Feminism also
comes in waves, each one marking a progression in the narrative of the
movement. The word feminism has also had periods of unpopularity with
people who agree with gender equality, as explained by Toril Moi (2006) in “’I
am not a Feminist, But ...” how Feminism Became the F-Word.” For now, at

least, the ‘F-word” has been reclaimed (see van der Gaag, 2017).
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“Feminism and utopian discourse” have a long history (Goodwin, 1990);
in other words, “feminists love a utopia” (Kitch, 2000, p. I). The idea of equality
between men and women is present in Republic, so “Plato can be considered
as a protofeminist” (Diamanti, 2001, p. 118). Anne Mellor (1982) reasoned that
“since a gender-free society has never existed historically, feminist thinking
that posits the equality of the sexes is inherently Utopian” (241). Author and
academic Susan Gubar (1986) said “feminism is a form of fantasy” because it
seeks to transform the way societies have been historically (p. 79). She views
literary feminist utopias as a rhetorical strategy to criticise the world as it is
today. Kirsten Imani Kasai (2018) goes further, seeing utopian literature as “a
proven medium for proposing and evaluating social change” and “a form of
intellectual activism” in itself (p. 1377).

In the late 1980s, Goodwin (1990) noticed:

Recent feminist theory in a number of arenas has shown some discomfort
with utopia; the word has appeared with increasing intensity in feminist
texts, sometimes carrying a negative rather than a positive burden. Utopia

seems to have lost its place, to be dislocated in the feminist universe. (p. 1)

Almost 30 years later, Imani Kasai (2018) observed how “feminists periodically
abandoned utopia as a literary genre and an ideal with the potential for real-
world implementation” (p. 1378).

Socio-political movements such as feminism may avoid association with
idealism or utopianism because it leaves them open to criticism, including from
those within the movement and potential allies. There is a perceived dichotomy
between making gains today, and longer-term more idealistic goals although
shocks like the COVID-19 pandemic do create opportunities for rapid social
change. Philosopher Janet Radcliffe Richards has said that utopias undermine
the rational thinking that “feminists need to be persuasive” and pull focus from

what is possible in practice (Goodwin, 1990, p. 2). Sally Kitch (2000) finds the
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utopian approach which forces us to imagine “near-perfect feminist worlds”
to be impractical (p. I), arguing that feminist theory “can promote changes, . ..
combat sexism, racism, homophobia, and related social injustices ... without
being utopian” (p. 111). Kitch’s definition of utopias as impossible visions of
perfection, coupled with her assumption that human nature determines some
of the structure of society would lead to her realist conclusion. A different
understanding of utopia has led other feminists to different conclusions as
discussed below.

It is not within the scope of this paper to assess whether the driving
influence for the rise and fall of utopian discourse within feminism is related
to the wider acceptance and popularity of utopianism, or more connected to
internal debates within feminism. However, the COVID-19 pandemic has
sparked a renewed interest in utopian thinking and less cynicism of idealistic
plans for the future. Now that it is acceptable to be utopian, will feminists

accept utopia again?

3 The Value of Utopian Thinking

Only a crisis—actual or perceived —produces real change. When that crisis occurs,
the actions that are taken depend on the ideas that are lying around. (Milton
Friedman quoted in Bregman, 2020 and numerous other articles about
COVID-19)

The COVID-19 pandemic has proved that the “impossible” can happen: clean
canals in Venice; clear skies over Delhi; hotel rooms for all rough-sleepers in
the UK; and a basic income scheme in Spain are a few examples (Elliott, 2020;
Gov.uk, 2020; Waidler & Gavrilovic, 2020). Historically, significant changes
have been implemented during times of crisis for example the USA’s New Deal
during the Great Depression and the UK’s National Health Service established
after World War II (Bregman, 2020).
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Elise Boulding (1920-2010) attended a conference after World War II, where
she asked a group of disarmament experts how a weapon-free world would
function, how society would be and what institutions would be needed. None
of the experts were able to answer. Boulding “realized that the peace movement
was working on peace without knowing what a peaceful world would look
like” (Portilla, 2003). This inspired her to create ‘imaging workshops’ where
participants would imagine 30 years into the future in detail and then construct
a timeline backwards to the present, a process called ‘futures remembering,’
followed by deciding on actions to take today (J. Boulding et al., 2016, p. 279).

Annick Wibben built on Boulding’s methodology. When teaching a course
on war and peace, Wibben noticed that in turning to peace in the final module,
her students lacked the resources to engage with it. When she began with
workshops imagining peaceful futures, it had a transformative effect: “Now
my students not only see peace as possible, they also frequently comment that
they find security and strategic studies” focus on spectacular violence
disturbing and thereafter identify it as part of the problem throughout the
course” (Wibben et al., 2018, p.101). Wibben (2020) has also led “envisaging
feminist futures” workshops where a group imagines “the end point” and then
“backcast” (what Boulding called ‘futures remembering’) to what needs to
happen now.

Boulding advised that people do “their own personal imaging” because
“knowing what you are working for affects your choices and what you do
now” (Portilla, 2003). This ‘personal imaging’ closely resembles what I have
experienced and witnessed during workplace coaching. Coaching is based on
neuro-linguistic programming theory which says that if we keep focusing on
a problem, our brains will be unable to imagine solutions. One coaching tool
is the GROW model which stands for Goal, Reality, Options, Way forward
(Alexander, 2010). The coachee is guided to imagine their ideal situation if there
were no obstacles to achieving it, and to describe what they would feel like in

that ideal situation. By putting ‘Goal” before ‘Reality” in coaching sessions,
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coachees are often able to realise what they truly want, be ambitious in their
goals, and feel motivated to take action. It is an exercise in everyday utopian
thinking.

Fernando et al. (2018) conducted three studies on the psychological effect
of utopian thinking in the lives of “ordinary people’ using the framework
developed by Ruth Levitas that “imagining one’s utopia may result in the
motivation to engage in change, criticism, or escape behaviors” (Levitas, 1990,
as cited in Fernando et al., 2018, p. 781). Rather than resulting in escapism and
avoidance, the authors concluded that “engaging with an ideal society, utopia”
tends to motivate people to be involved in social change (p. 789).

In an interview with The New Yorker, Judith Butler explained the damaging
effect of ‘reality’ in socio-political discourse (Gessen, 2020). Her example is the
claim that a woman being elected as President of the USA is unrealistic.
Whether that statement is true or not, it functions to confirm that version of
reality: “To stay within the framework of Realpolitik is, I think, to accept a
closing down of horizons, a way to seem ‘cool’ and skeptical at the expense of
radical hope and aspiration” (Butler interviewed by Gessen, 2020, para. 14).
Butler repeatedly describes utopian thinking as appearing “crazy” because she
knows the criticisms her call for non-violence and “radical equality” will
attract. Nonetheless, she stands by her utopian thinking: “Sometimes you have
to imagine in a radical way that makes you seem a little crazy ... in order to
open up a possibility that others have already closed down with their knowing

realism” (para. 15).

4 Utopian Realism and the End of Gender

By “utopian realism”, I mean an attitude to the state of the world that is realistic
(e.g. attainable, likely) in the long term. ... A utopian realist, then, is one who
takes the long view, who has the courage to fight for desirable ideas and states of

affairs (no matter how their short-term prospects look like), and who has the
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insight that the status quo is just a passing phenomenon. (Tennessen, 2013)

Feminists who utilise utopian thinking need to make clear how they define it
and build a defence of utopian thinking itself so that their feminist arguments
are not undermined (see Risman et al., 2012; Nicholas, 2014; Risman, 2018 and
Butler interviewed by Gessen, 2020). Feminists have experience of this in their
defence of feminist methodology and epistemology. Feminist research is
associated with qualitative methods, knowledge grounded in experience and
challenging the assumed need for objectivity and neutrality (see Westmarland,
2001; Hussain & Asad, 2012). These methods have been criticised as
“unscientific”, “ideological” or “biased” (Eichler, 1980 quoted in Cook, 1983,
p- 127), but feminists have pushed back and sought credibility.

There is no set definition of utopia, meaning we can make it what we need
it to be. Claeys (2013) argues that the everyday understanding of utopia “as an
idealized future or past, or non-existent ideal society” is not useful in political
thought or practice because it is too broad to be meaningful (p. 147).

Collin Anthony (2017) identified three dichotomies prevalent in political
philosophy: “realism vs. utopianism, ideal vs. nonideal theory, and fact-
sensitivity vs. fact-insensitivity” (p. 1). He argues that the realistic utopia
concept put forward by John Rawls (1921-2002) is a framework which resolves
those dichotomies with “a vision of society that is utopian, yet is still
realistically achievable” (Anthony, 2017, p. 1). Rawls saw “political philosophy
as realistically utopian: that is, as probing the limits of practicable political
possibility” (Anthony, 2017, p. 4). Like Boulding, Rawls encourages us not to
be constrained in our thinking of what is possible, by perceived obstacles or
by historical failures. Halpin (1999) defines utopian realism as an “application
of the utopian imagination” (p. 345) which “does not exhibit the sort of
characteristics frequently associated with some utopias by critics who consider
them naive, fanciful and impractical” (p. 346).

Allowing people to free their minds of obstacles and imagine utopias or
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ideal futures does not necessarily result in impossible fantasies. Wibben (2019)
noted that her students in the USA often imagined free higher education which
does exist in Europe, and that ideas now accepted as normal such as childcare
centres “have their origins in utopian thinking” (pp. 102-103). Boulding advised
those in the peace movement to “remember that what exists is possible”
meaning that if something has happened somewhere at some time (her
example was overcoming conflicts) then it is possible, “in a way; it is a basic
statement of fact” (Portilla, 2003).

Boulding’s concept of a “200-year present’ is relevant to utopian realism.
The 200-year present stretches 100 years into the past (because today someone
is celebrating their 100th birthday) and 100 years into the future (because today
someone is being born who will live for 100 years). The COVID-19 pandemic
is often described as ‘unprecedented’ but people who experienced the 1918
influenza pandemic are alive today. Boulding understood that “the wisdom of
those who had devised practical solutions to past problems could be tapped
and shared with those making decisions in the present” (Boulding, J. R. et al.,
2016, p. 279).

The connection between gender norms and gender inequality is strong
and the COVID-19 pandemic is exacerbating it (Oxfam International, 2020).
The social norm of caregiving being ‘female’ and the social stratification which
values masculine attributes above feminine ones, is the context in which
women are disproportionately affected by the negative socio-economic impacts
of the pandemic (Lewis, 2020; Oxfam International, 2020; Wenham et al., 2020).

Gender norms dominate commentary on the success of political leaders
in responding to COVID-19, but the social stratification is reversed with
‘feminine” attributes of empathy and collaboration elevated over ‘masculine,’

aggressive leaders:

Ardern, Merkel, Frederiksen, and Tsai Ing-Wen of Taiwan have

emphasized compassion and patience, rather than war and victory. They
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have not posed as commanders dispatching brave conscripts off to the
front, but rather as mothers and daughters sharing the fears and privations

of their fellow citizens. (Bell, 2020, para. 12)

A study by Garikipati and Kambhampati (2020) found COVID-19 outcomes
are better in countries led by women, offering explanations based on literature
on gender difference in behaviour. Whilst a handful of female leaders may be
helping to flip the narrative on the social stratification of masculine and
feminine attributes, the discourse remains stuck in a masculine/feminine
binary. Given the harm caused, not only to women, by gender norms and
gender inequality, it makes sense to question the utility of gender as a category
at all. Utopian thinking helps us to do that.

My intention in this research note is not to examine the concept of
postgenderism or the debates within it, but to use postgenderism as an example
of how utopian thinking is important for progressing feminist thought.
Postgenderism is a diverse movement, in this research note I use the term to
broadly mean the absence of gender as a social category. Utopian realist
thinking is a very useful tool to explore what a post-gender world would look
like and how it would function.

Lucy Nicholas (2014) argues that we need to be able to imagine the absence
of gender as a category in order to be able to analyse gender successfully.
Utopian fiction has explored many possibilities in relation to sex and gender.
If a post-gender world is hard to imagine, we can go back to Boulding’s
assertion that if something has existed at some time or place, it is possible. For
example, until the early twentieth century in the USA young children were
dressed according to age, not gender, and toys were more gender-neutral
(Davis, 2020).

Barbara Risman and Judith Lorber find the classification “of some human
attributes as masculine and some as feminine” results in oppression as “these

attributes and behaviors are not equally valued or rewarded” (Risman et al.,
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2012, p. 4). The gender norm of caregiving and carework as a female endeavor
which is unpaid, unnoticed or undervalued by society is the perfect example.

Their:

utopian vision for gender equality asks feminists to continue the social
movement towards what may seem like an impossible dream —a world
where people are not forced to live constrained inside one gender, where
expectations for interaction are not based on gender identity, and where
work and family are organized to combine productive paid work with the
unpaid work of social reproduction. While it is true that most can hardly
imagine a society with such freedom, our goal here is to create such a

vision, to help free the imagination. (Risman et al., 2012, p. 25)

Risman (2018) expands on her “utopian vision” and “call for a fourth wave of
feminism” (p. 308). Her aim is to translate the utopian vision into a “social
movement to dismantle gender” and proposes a strategy (p. 310). Utopian
realism has clearly been central in enabling Risman to advance her thinking

and connect it to social action.

5 Conclusion

Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine
their world anew. This one is no different. It is a portal, a gateway between one

world and the next. (Roy, 2020)

Having looked at the ways in which utopia is problematic for socio-political
movements, I conclude that utopian thinking is a highly effective and valuable
tool for social change. Feminists should not be deterred by the sometime
unpopularity of utopianism. We should embrace the long relationship between

feminist and utopian discourse and defend utopian thinking in the way that
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they have defended feminist research methodologies. The COVID-19 pandemic
has generated renewed enthusiasm for utopian realist thinking, for imagining
futures with the intent of putting plans into action. The pandemic has
highlighted that gender norms around the ‘femaleness’ of caregiving contribute
to gender inequality which is harmful not only to women and girls but to all
of society.

In the short term, the pandemic is eroding gains made by feminism over
decades. But gender inequality is now in the spotlight. How are we to take
advantage of this ‘leapfrog opportunity’ when during the pandemic, many
women have less time to participate in social change? Female academics are
publishing less during the pandemic (Amano-Patifio et al., 2020). Clare
Wenham, lead author of an influential article in The Lancet about the gendered
effects of the pandemic, was interrupted by her daughter during a live news
interview - unintentionally demonstrating her point (BBC News, 2020).
Economist Kate Raworth has one of the great “ideas lying around,” ‘Doughnut

Economics’, but posted on her blog:

The need for new economic thinking is more evident than ever. I'm
planning a series of video blogs exploring the coronavirus crisis through
the lens of Doughnut Economics, but am struggling to find the time to get
started —between working, homeschooling, housework, community care,

and sleep. (2020, para. 2)

Gender norms around caregiving underpin societies and economies where
simply being female is a disadvantage. For many women, the COVID-19
pandemic is not a ‘great pause’ or a time for reflection. Caring responsibilities
are overwhelming, time is scarce (see Connolly, 2020). Utopian thinking is a
powerful tool for designing a post-pandemic feminist future. However, we
must be proactive in finding ways to involve time-poor women in imagining

our ideal world.
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About the Rainbow Award for Gender and
Sexuality Studies (RAGSS)

Kana TAKAMATSU
(CGS Member)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies was established by
Professor Kazuko Tanaka, who found the Center for Gender Studies (CGS).
The award’s purpose is to recognize outstanding gender and sexuality-related
research in B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. dissertations submitted to the ICU and
encourage further development of gender and sexuality studies.

Several outstanding papers were nominated for the academic year 2019.
The winner was finally selected for Homma Misaki’s senior thesis, “To Make
the Feminization of Poverty Visible and to Solve the Poverty of Single-Parent
Families in Japan: Comparison of Policies for Single-Parent Households
between Japan and the United Kingdom.” This senior thesis focused on why
poverty rates are high and continue to be high in Japan, although single-parent
families” employment rate is high compared to other countries. The paper
examines the social security policies based on statistical data and a comparison
of Japan and the U.K. It points out that gender-discriminatory social security
policies in Japan are an obstacle to fair redistribution and poverty reduction.
The data are carefully examined from a gender perspective, and this thesis was

awarded the Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies in AY2019.
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To Make the Feminization of Poverty Visible and to
Solve the Poverty of Single-Parent Families in Japan:
Comparison of Policies for Single-Parent Households
between Japan and the United Kingdom

Misaki HOMMA

In 2015, the relative poverty rate among single-parent households in Japan
was 50.8%, which was much higher than that of households with children and
more than two adults (10.7 %), and that of single-parent households in OECD
countries (31.6% on average). However, more than 80% of single-parent
households in Japan are in employment, which is said to be the highest rate
among OECD countries. This thesis intended to reveal why the relative poverty
rate of single-parent households in Japan has remained significantly high
compared to other countries although their employment rate has been rather
high.

The high relative poverty rate among single-parent households in Japan
is caused by the households’ low average income. In Japan there exists a
contradiction regarding these households” earned income: although the
employment rate reaches over 80% and single parents work themselves to the
bone, they earn extremely little money. Considering this situation, I proposed
the following hypothesis: In Japan, managing to do both work and housework
at the same time continues to be difficult. In addition, female labor often takes
the form of unstable and low-paid part-time jobs. Given then that over 90% of
single-parent households are mother-child households, one can assume that it
is the precarity of female labor that contributes to the low income and high
relative poverty rate of single-parent households (hypothesis 1).

In addition to the low earned income, issues remain with regards to

policies aimed at single-parent households. For instance, social transfer in
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Japan does not fully contribute to the redistribution of wealth and only 24.3 of
single-parent households receive child support. This thesis proposed the
hypothesis that the failure of these policies can be attributed to the fact that
single-parent households” needs are not reflected by these policies
appropriately, which in turn is due to limited influence of non-governmental
organizations supporting single-parent households (hypothesis 2).

To test hypothesis 1, I researched Japan’s model of female labor and its
impact on Japanese women and single-parent households. As a result, I could
confirm that Japan’s model of female labor is based on traditional gender roles
and does result in poverty among single-parent households. Post-war Japan
has adopted a female labor model based on traditional gender roles, according
to which women should engage in housework while men work, and women
should be dependent on their providing husbands. Even today, women account
for 70% of low paid and unstable part-time jobs, and the pay gap between men
and women continues to be an issue. Japan’s social system —being based on
this kind of gender discrimination—on the one hand, produces gendered
poverty; that is, poverty among women, especially among part-time workers.
On the other hand, it makes female poverty difficult to see and address.
Moreover, single parents that have to do both work and housework, tend to
be excluded from full-time jobs under this system, making them even more
affected by the gender pay gap.

To test hypothesis 2, I examined the contributions of non-governmental
organizations that support single-parent households throughout essential
periods of political debates surrounding child-rearing allowance. The result
shows that hypothesis 2 was wrong. Non-governmental organizations
contributed to the establishment of child support systems, and successfully
lobbied against plans for reducing financial government support at least twice.
Thus, that single-parent households’ needs are not reflected in policies is not
the result of non-governmental organizations’ limited influence.

Also, as a comparative basis, this thesis looked at the situation of single-
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parent households in the United Kingdom (UK). Although the employment
rates of single-parent households are lower than in Japan, the relative poverty
rate among single-parent households in the UK is only 22.1%, which is less
than half of that in Japan. Child and family-related policies in the UK
emphasize children’s rights, and support for combining work and housework.
This is reflected in policies regarding child maintenance and policies aimed at
supporting comprehensive forms of child-rearing. Additionally, in the UK,
female workers are on a much more equal footing with male workers than in
Japan, and the influence of non-governmental organizations supporting single-
parent households, too, are reflected in public policies more often in the UK
than in Japan.

This comparative analysis has shown that social benefits and child
maintenance are key to lowering the relative poverty rates among single-parent
households. Moreover, I could confirm that Japan’s model of female labor
based on traditional gender roles is the reason for many of the issues regarding
public policies. To change the situation for single-parent families in Japan, thus,
it is crucial to expand policies, emphasize children’s rights, and to overcome

this country’s social structure based on gender discrimination.
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Event Report
Regions, Women, and Narratives as History
—Towards the Future of Local Women’s History

Coordinator: HANYU Yuki
(CGS Research Fellow)

All narratives are retellings. This semiotic truism, however, has a variety
of different, political implications when gender diverse people attempt to tell
their stories, or when people who live in places that are considered insignificant
by the state or the world try to speak up. This is also true for our process of
listening to those stories, which similarly is a process of “re-listening.” For, it
requires us to temporarily stop listening to the universal narrative, while
learning how to listen to a particular narrative. As a discipline that questions
academic neutrality and universality from the viewpoint of women, this
practice has been essential for feminist studies. Nevertheless, local and regional
women’s histories that put into practice these acts of “retelling” and “re-
listening” have, unfortunately, not received much attention in conventional
feminist studies.

On December 15th, 2019 (Sunday), the Center for Gender Studies hosted
the day-long symposium “Regions, Women, and Narratives as History —
Towards the Future of Local Women'’s History” at the International Conference
Room on the second floor of the Dialogue House, at International Christian
University. I organized this event in the hope that it would give people who
are interested in feminism and gender and sexuality studies the opportunity
to learn about the perspectives and the significance of practicing women’s local
histories, as well as the history of these practices. The main guest speakers were
Miyako Orii (researcher of women’s history), Yuha Yang (member of the

Musashino City Women'’s History Association, dissolved in 2013), Nona Aoi
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and Harue Ooishi (members of the Koto Area Women’s History Study Group).
I invited them to give an overview of local women’s history in the context of
the relation between history, women’s history and oral history, and also to
introduce concrete examples of how local women'’s history is compiled.

At the beginning of the symposium, I introduced the purpose of the event
and the guests, which was followed by the guests’presentations. Miyako Orii
was the first speaker, who began by outlining the concept of local women’s
history in relation to history and women’s history. This presentation addressed
the long-term exclusion of women and their work from “official” history, that
is, the history used to maintain and legitimate power. It also included an
explanation of the historical development of women'’s history in Japan, and
how it can be understood as a reflection of that very exclusion. The compilation
of local women'’s history started as a result of multiple factors coming together:
this awareness about the limitations of “official” history, the development of
women’s history, and waves of global and national promotion of policies for
women. As one of the common challenges that local women’s history research
associations and groups face, the aging of its members was mentioned. Orii
then went on to discuss the difficulty and uniqueness of writing down
conversations, calling it a “joint collaboration” in which the listener becomes
the writer of a narrative. She did so by comparing this practice of transcription—
which is a key component of compiling local women'’s histories—with the role
of oral history in conventional historiography. Overall, this presentation,
sometimes quite passionately, stressed the significance of paying special
attention to the reproduction of lives and everyday living as a function that
women, each in their place and position, have fulfilled.

The second speaker was Yuha Yang, who briefly introduced the history of
the Musashino City Women'’s History Association and connected it to Nakajima
Aircraft, a company which in turn is connected to ICU: the university was built
on the site of the company’s research institute. Yang’s talk focused on the lives

of Korean workers and women in Musashino. It is said that many Korean
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people were working at the factory, but it is difficult to find written proof. For,
the founder Chikuhei Nakajima burned all related documents just before the
end of WWII. Yang, however, was able to portray the lives of these Korean
people in Musashino, especially the women, thanks to the testimonies from
people who lived at that time. According to the census at the time, many Korean
women in Japan were classified as “unemployed”, but they actually worked as
pap-chaeng-i (cooks). This kind of clarification is an excellent example of
correcting history by “listening and writing.” Yang also explained about the
“comfort measures”, that is, sexual services by women for employees, which
were adopted at Nakajima Aircraft in the context of the so-called “industrial
comfort stations policies.” In this case too, official documents do not exist, so
testimonies are the only way to clarify these aspects of the past. By portraying—
especially from the perspective of Korean women—the violation of women'’s
lives and sexuality together with how women have resisted these violations,
Yang's presentation demonstrated the importance of researching local women'’s
history.

Finally, Nona Aoi and Harue Ooishi, two members of the Koto Area
Women’s History Study Group first described the background of their group,
their usual activities, and then went on to talk about the Susaki yukaku, a
licensed red-light district before the end of WWII, based on their book Koto ni
ikita josei tachi —suisai no machi no kindai (Women Living in Koto: Modernity of
the Colorful Waterfront Town). After a brief introduction about the Susaki
yukaku, which was removed from Nezu due to the relocation of the Tokyo
Imperial University to Hongo (in the vicinity of Nezu), they addressed the
question of how everyday life was for the prostitutes who worked there. They
explored this question by touching upon the difficulties specific to Susaki with
its location near to the sea (e.g., damages caused by tsunamis), as well as the
systems and mechanisms that affected the lives of the sex workers at the time,
such as the harimise (a place to display the prostitutes for customers), the

inspection systems for the control of venereal diseases, and advances of money.
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They also repeatedly included testimonies that they themselves listened to and
recorded. Then, they briefly explained the process of Susaki becoming an akasen
district—as red-light districts were referred to between 1946 and 1958 —after
the end of WWIL. Lastly, they discussed Koto City’s refusal to reprint their book
because of their descriptions of the Susaki yukaku. Despite the fact that the
compilation of women'’s histories began as a part of the city’s women’s policies,
the city did not allow the book’s reprint, because it deemed these descriptions
problematic. This is a possible dilemma that emerges when government and
civil groups work together on issues related to gender and sexuality.

During the Q&A session, there was a question about the difficulty of
reporting conversations, the difficulty of listening and writing. It was
impressive how Orii, Aoi, and Yang offered responses based on their own
experiences. Also, Reiko Miyazaki, who compiled local women’s histories in
Adachi City, shared the experience of her group, which was also confronted
by the city’s administration because of their descriptions of the yukaku. A report
of this conflict can be found in the group’s book Ashibue no uta— Adachi onna
no rekishi (Reed Pipe Song: The History of the Women of Adachi), yet the actual
words from those who experienced this conflict are important testimonies.

During her presentation (and also at the casual gathering afterwards) Orii
pointed out that this may be the first time for a university to host an event
focusing on local women’s history. As the organizer of this event, I feel
delighted to have had the opportunity to hold such an event at a university,
but as a PhD student majoring in feminist humanities, I once again found
myself wondering how odd it is that the practices of local women’s histories
are not sufficiently shared within academia. If feminist studies are both
academic and political movements, I find it strange that feminist studies lack
connection to the practices of compiling local women'’s history, which, too, are
both research and civic activities. I strongly feel that the practices of compiling
local women'’s histories need to be taken seriously not only in their specific

local contexts, but also within the university.
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Author Note:
This report will be published in April 2021 in the zine Women Who Lived
in Koto— Messages to Women in the 21° Century (edited by the Koto Area

Women’s History Study Group) in a revised form.
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Event Report

The Joint Presidential Declaration on Gender
and Sexual Diversity (SOGI):

Discussing Achievements and Challenges

Coordinator: Kana TAKAMATSU
(CGS Member)

The presidents of Tsuda College, Meiji University, and International
Christian University made a joint declaration on gender and sexual diversity
(SOQGI) on April 30th, 2018. The declaration aims to respect individual dignity
and create a university that values diversity. Furthermore, the declaration seeks
to promote the necessary collaboration among universities.

The purpose of the event was to discuss the efforts made so far, and to
identify future challenges. The event was divided into two sections. In the first
part, the presidents of Tsuda College, Meiji University, and International
Christian University reported the past year’s efforts and challenges, and
exchanged opinions with the floor. Since the joint declaration, each university
has been working on various initiatives. For example, Tsuda College has held
student-led events to discuss diversity. At Meiji University, the Meiji University
Diversity and Inclusion Declaration was announced, which led to subsequent
initiatives on campus. At ICU, this very event was planned as a follow-up
action.

In the second part of the event, we discussed creating a better campus
environment for all. The 2018 event organizer, the Gender Center of the School
of Information and Communication at Meiji University and the LGBT Law
Coalition, were invited as guest speakers. Furthermore, student groups from
ICU and Meiji University expressed their opinions for creating a better campus

and joined the discussion with the participants and audience.
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Since the joint declaration, each university has undertaken various
initiatives, but collaboration between universities remains a significant
challenge for the future. Also, student group members and audience members
expressed many opinions and requests to the university. For instance, one of
their suggestions was to enhance, and offer compulsory lectures on gender
studies.

The presidential joint declaration is significant both to the members of the
university and outside of the university. Particularly, for students who will be
entering the university, this declaration may create certain expectations.
However, it is questionable how well this declaration is shared within the
university. At ICU, there is not enough awareness about this declaration, so
follow-up activities seem necessary. This kind of follow-up event is thus
essential for achieving what the joint declaration aims to accomplish, and we
hope that this event will continue to be held in cooperation with other
universities. The detailed report of this event is available at the Center for

Gender Studies.
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Event Report
Kawakami Mieko’s Breasts and Eggs:
Gender and Translation

Moderator: Hitomi YOSHIO
(Waseda University)
Moderator, Coordinator: Juliana BURITICA ALZATE

(International Christian University)

The Center for Gender Studies (ICU) together with Professor Hitomi
Yoshio (Waseda University) arranged a virtual conversation with author Mieko
Kawakami, and translators Sam Bett and David Boyd regarding the latest novel
Breasts and Eggs (Europa Editions and Picador, 2020), with a focus on gender
and translation. In the middle of a global crisis due to COVID-19, online
gatherings have become an alternative way that brings people together from
various places and at different time zones at once. Near 400 people joined our
webinar on October 8th, 2020 from 10:00 to 11:30 am (JST). The conversation
was divided into two main sections, one about translation and one about
gender. We also had the pleasure of listening to a bilingual reading in between,
and one extra reading towards the end.

This event report revisits our conversation with author and translators,

and has been condensed, edited, and translated.

Juliana Buritica Alzate: I have been studying the representation of bodily
experiences by Japanese women writers, including the work of Mieko
Kawakami, and I was particularly fascinated by Chichi to ran, the novella,
published in 2008. Every time I found a short story translated by Hitomi
Yoshio, it was such a joy to read. I would like to give a special shout out to

translators Michael Emmerich and Louis Heal Kawai, who have also translated
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Kawakami’s work into English. The translations of Kawakami’s full-length
novels by David Boyd and Sam Bett are crucial for launching her work on a
larger scale into the English and non-Asian markets, and are already changing
the way in which her work is being received around the world. I met Professor
Yoshio three years ago, and since then we have been discussing the possibility
of hosting an event with Mieko Kawakami to promote her work, and the study
of her fiction from a gender perspective—so I am really excited to be finally
doing this today. Hitomi Yoshio (Associate Professor of Global Japanese
Literary and Cultural Studies, Waseda University) is joining me as co-host,

moderator, and also as Mieko Kawakami'’s interpreter.

Hitomi Yoshio: I first want to clarify one thing regarding the novel Natsu
monogatari and the translation Breasts and Eggs. There has been some confusion
among readers and reviewers because of the English title. The novella that
Mieko wrote in 2008 is titled Chichi to ran, which translates to Breasts and Eggs,
and is significantly shorter than the current English version. Breasts and Eggs
published in 2020 is the translation of Natsu monogatari, which is around 543
pages in Japanese. It is a completely rewritten work. Of course, it takes several
characters from the original novella, and it takes on some of the same themes
and scenes, but Mieko regards it as a completely separate work that she
rewrote in 2019. That said, it is really exciting that this novel version of Breasts
and Eggs is out in the world with these beautiful covers in both the US and UK
editions.

We would like to start off by asking Mieko a question. How has this whole
experience been for you? What was it like revisiting the 2008 work, writing

Natsu monogatari, and having it published in English for a global audience?

Mieko Kawakami: Before writing Natsu monogatari, I already knew that several
countries had bought its copyright. It was the first time in my career to write

with the idea that the work would be available globally. Of course, that does
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not mean that I was writing it in a way that is translatable or that I adjusted
the content to the translation; but, it was not a surprise to me that the novel
became translated. As I have written constantly for years—and my work has
been translated and read globally too— this publication feels like an extension
of that process. Since the publication, in interviews and various reviews, what
strikes me is that it seems like readers are discovering new aspects about Japan

that they had not expected before.

Hitomi Yoshio: Now to the translators—How was your process of co-
translating this work? There are so many elements in the book that add texture
in the Japanese language, like the Osaka dialect for example, but also, the
humor. How was your experience working together? Are there any episodes
that you would like to share that show how you tried to address these

translation challenges?

Sam Bett: David and I did not divide the book into chapters or cut it in half.
We split it up between dialogue and non-dialogue. David went through and
did a translation of the dialogue, as well as the journal entries by Midoriko.
Then, I would come in and fill in; it was like an engineering project, like
someone comes in and puts the pipeline in, or like building a ladder. The order
became contorted and flipped many times, so sometimes I would go first. I
think the most important is that there is no golden rule. We did not know how
it was going to work going into it, because we have never done it before, but I
have reached the conclusion that when you are doing a co-translation, the first
and most important thing is to have a good working relationship. In terms of
the process, it is important to divide the translation along preexisting lines;
you could probably find some kind of topographical feature in the work that
would make it possible. The reason why this was helpful is because if you
already have a difference in register in the prose, and a different translator is

doing the first draft of that material, then the contours of the original are more
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likely to shine through. I think it provides, from the first step, a way to stay

closer to some of the finer textures of the original.

David Boyd: You should try to find those natural lines in the text. And that’s
not common practice in co-translation. Most of the time, they break it into
chapters. I don’t know many examples of people doing what we’ve done, but
it was presented to us as an option and we took it. I've spoken to a couple of
translators from Spanish, who divided the text they were working on into prose
and poetry as a way of focusing on different elements within one text. There
being two of you, you might as well use that to your advantage. In Natsu
monogatari, there are different writing styles at play, and we tried to take
advantage of that in our process.

If you're going to co-translate, the first thing you want to know is what
you're getting into, to know the other person’s writing style. Sam and I have
very different styles. Everyone has different styles. I think Sam is a more
literary writer than I am. And for me, working primarily on the dialogue, that
meant getting into a very natural voice. I imagine we’ll say more about Osaka
dialect later, but there was a lot of dialect in the dialogue in the first book. At
the same time, I think it’s kind of odd to talk about it as “dialect” because,
really, for the most part, it’s Makiko and Natsuko. It’s really about the two
sisters, and occasionally Midoriko, who uses some dialect in her diary entries.
For me, when handling those scenes and handling dialect, my main concern
was to find a natural voice, to make it sound like something you’'ve heard a
million times before. Not to make it sound “other,” but to make it sound very
familiar, like two sisters speaking. I'm not from Osaka, but even to me, it

sounds like they’re having the oldest conversation in the universe.

HY: Since you brought up the Osaka dialect, let’s hear more about it. The
original novella, Chichi to ran, is full of Osaka dialect, and that was partly what

made the novel so unique, resulting in the work winning the Akutagawa prize.
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So, Mieko, when you were rewriting it into a novel, did you make any
conscious decisions about how much Osaka dialect you wanted to bring in?
And also, working with the translators, did you discuss how dialect should be

translated?

MK: In the novel version, the narration part is completely in Tokyo standard
speech, and the dialogue, especially between the three women from Osaka, is
in Osaka dialect. The novel is divided into two parts, and for Book Two, the
setting is Tokyo and is mostly written in Tokyo’s speech. Just like the readers,
at first I was also curious about the challenge of translating the Osaka dialect.
When the original novella came out, there was a translation workshop in
Norwich, and many translators took on the challenge. There, I understood that
there will be as many translations as there are translators. So, one way to
translate Osaka dialect would be to replace it into another dialect in the target
language. But the truth is, even when speaking about “Osaka dialect,” there is
a big difference between the spoken and written forms of dialect. So even
though Osaka dialect is certainly a specific dialect, the dialect element is not
necessarily the essence in this novel.

When it comes to the three women from Osaka speaking in Osaka dialect,
the most important element is character interpretation —how they lived, what
they wore, what they saw, how fast they spoke. David and Sam thought so
from the beginning. Before agreeing, I actually suggested that the Osaka-dialect
dialogue should be translated in rap form; I suggested we do it like a Kendrick
Lamar’s rap (laughter). But both Sam and David were like, “No, Mieko. Sorry”

(laughter). After that, we started talking about character interpretation.

SB: When we were talking about how to get at the spirit of the dialogue, or the
spirit of the book, I came up with the term “early voices.” I was thinking of
when I was growing up, when I was at the barber shop when I was five, when

I'was walking home from school. It is the sort of language that you hear earlier
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in your life, when you don’t have an academic or intellectual framework from
which you view every world event or life. Later in life, maybe you go back to
your hometown, or you talk to your mother on the phone; the speech patterns,
vocabulary, sentence structure—all these are compositional elements that a
novelist can use to create an atmosphere of familiarity by evoking those early
voices. I grew up in Greater Boston in the suburbs, and David grew up in the
middle of L.A., so we are pretty much at opposite ends of the United States, at
least geographically. But talking about those early voices was really important.

Another piece that I think is crucial in any translation project involving
dialect, is identifying the work that the dialect is doing. We talked a lot about
what I would call the difference between an “insider dialect” and an “outsider
dialect.” An insider dialect could be defined as that by which you are being
brought into a community. The dialect is welcoming, maybe it’s playing with
you, maybe it’s joking, but at the same time, it’s not blocking you from what is
happening. An outsider dialect does not have to be used by an outsider, but
the intention is not to invite, necessarily. It could be used to mark a speech, to
create a barrier or a boundary. Historically, dialects have been used in fiction
in that kind of outsider category, to marginalize or humiliate communities. The
last thing we wanted to do was humiliate the characters or the author. More
importantly, in these scenes with these people talking, these speech patterns,
the way they are talking feels absolutely natural to them, so if anything, the
part of the book that should feel like a dialect would be the rest of the book,
the parts that are not dialect. For these characters, their dialect is closest to their
heart. So it would be a huge mistake to make that part zanier, and the rest

neutral.

DB: I've thought about this for so long, and I know before I even get started
that my ideas are not going to come out properly. First, when the three of us
were talking about this in Tokyo, the things that really mattered to me were

rhythm and speed. Those were the things that I wanted to focus on. Also, I
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didn’t want the three women to sound the same. If you force them into a
smaller box of language — the same box—they’re going to sound the same.

It was very important to me that Midoriko got to sound like Midoriko. I
don’t see her as particularly animated. She’s having a lot of emotional
experiences right now, and she’s not speaking in a way that one would
commonly associate with the characteristics of Osaka dialect. She’s from Osaka,
I know, but in her diary she’s exploring some dark material. For me, it was
important to set that up properly. You get a lot of Midoriko’s voice in diary
entries that are interspersed throughout Book One. She’s basically saying,
“Dear diary, I'm gonna write about eggs, breasts, and all these things that I'm
really giving a lot of thought to right now, things that are happening inside my
own body. Before I was born, I had X number of eggs inside me, and that
number is just dropping over time. My body is changing, and I'm paralyzed
by all of this, it scares me.” I didn’t want her sounding cartoonish or poppy.
She was the character that I most identified with, so I felt personally attached,
and I really wanted her to come across in a particular way. When you get to
Chapter 7, you get an entry where Midoriko first learns from her mom that
they’re going to see Natsuko, her aunt, for the first time in a really long time.
And Midoriko basically starts it out by saying “I guess I'm kind of excited...”

17

Then she says “Actually, I'm super excited!” I really wanted that moment to
shine, that moment where you actually get to see her —it’s done so cleverly. At
first, she pretty much says “I'm not excited,” so it sounds consistent with the
Midoriko we’ve come to know from previous entries. Then all of a sudden,
you see how she’s very, very excited when she’s not battling with these issues,
with her mom’s desires...I could talk about just Midoriko for days.

But now, since we're discussing dialect in translation, we should also
mention Louise Heal Kawai’s Mancunian translation of a short excerpt from
the novella that was published online by Words Without Borders. A couple of

reviewers have compared that against what we’ve done. I definitely wanted

to say, one giant misunderstanding is that Breasts and Eggs is Mieko’s first book
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available in English. Ms. Ice Sandwich, translated by Louise, came out first. Ms.
Ice Sandwich is an amazing book, and amazingly translated.

I'have a personal connection to Louise’s translation from the novella, Chichi
to ran, because it came out of the exact workshop that Mieko was talking about,
nine years ago, in 2011. There were ten of us, and we were all working on a
section of the novella together. In the original novella, dialect actually requires
a different approach. We all started, I think, by doing a “common” English
translation. Then Michael Emmerich, who was leading the workshop, said
“Hey, aren’t we missing something rather large? What can we do about that?”
And Louise volunteered, took what we had, and converted that into Mancunian
dialect. She then built on that, went far beyond what we did in the workshop,
and created a more detailed sample from the novella. If you read Louise’s
excerpt from this book, you'll get a really good sense of the novella. Personally,
I think that the role of dialect is very different in Chichi to ran and Natsu

monogatari. Quite different.

Here Mieko Kawakami reads an excerpt from Natsu monogatari, followed by
Sam Bett reading the English translation. The narrator uses Osaka dialect

interspersed in her entry of monologue as she slips from reality to dreams.

MK: I'm a big fan of James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake. I read it in the Japanese
translation by Naoki Yanase. Clearly, Joyce’s original and Yanase’s translation
are different texts, but, as a reader, I felt confident I was reading Joyce. This is,
of course, an illusion, but, such moments of illusion create a sense of trust,
which is a really important aspect when reading in translation. In most cases,
when it comes to translated works, you may feel that the translation is a kind
of approximation of the original. But as I was reading, as best as I could, the
English translation of Breasts and Eggs—its dialogue and phrases—I

experienced many such moments where I felt my voice was conveyed.
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SB: The whole time David and I were working, we were imagining Mieko
reading aloud the book like this. I think this is the first time that we actually
sat down and read a passage side by side. But we have spent hundreds of hours
in the headspace, so it is kind of trippy how this just happened in real life. It

is really beautiful hearing you read. Thank you.

DB: It’s always been more of a thought experiment than a reality, so it was

interesting to have that actually happen.

SB: We did not use an equivalent to dialect, but one thing that David and I did
do a lot was try to find places in the Japanese where we could take sounds and
bring them into English. I realized that the very first word of both passages
starts with “sono uchi” and we made a deliberate decision to start with “soon.”
That was not a mistake nor a coincidence. It is something David is very good
at, and I sort of learnt from him. When possible, we would try to bring
coincidental sounds like “namae” and “name,” which sound similar. I think it
is worth doing when the sound is very important to the original. Some people

might think of it as mischief, but we think of it as fun.

JBA: Thank you for sharing your thoughts and about the writing and
translation process, and for the readings. It is certainly a different experience,
as a reader, to hear the different voices rather than reading by yourself, in you
head, with your own accent. This was great.

So now, we would like to move forward to the gender part of the
discussion, that is not unrelated to translation. So, the first question, that you
may have already heard before, is: Does it matter that Natsu monogatari was
written by a woman and translated by two men? From an academic point of
view, there is research, like the one I do, on women writers and how gender
affects the promotion and reception of literary works. So how about the gender

of the translators?



Event Report : Kawakami Mieko’s Breasts and Eggs |

I will go ahead and list some of the other topics that we can address as
well. This novel is now famous for depicting challenges that women face in
this patriarchal society, challenges faced by single mothers, experiences by
survivors of abuse, detailed depictions of the female body experience, like
menstruation, reproduction, and birth. So, for all these reasons, it deals with
gender issues, and some of us would say that it is a feminist work. So, do
feminist authors write feminist works? Does that make you feminist
translators? Has your experience of translating this work changed your views
of gender and society, have you gained knowledge about the issues addressed
by the novel like reproduction, artificial insemination by donor, and surrogacy?
How do we contextualize all these themes—are they specific to Japan or global
themes? You are promoting this publication online in 2020, in the middle of
the COVID-19 pandemic, so I am also wondering about your experiences
promoting this work and if there are any experiences you would like to share

with us?

MK: I have been very thankful for all the reviews about the work. Since today’s
theme is gender and translation, I would like to start by saying that I don't
think the gender of the translators is related to, or has any effect on the quality
of the translation. Translators are not stage directors. Perhaps, the pain that
Natsuko feels can be read distinctly as a woman’s pain. I believe that I write
about that extensively in the original Natsu monogatari, so I don’t see any
problem with having the two of them translating this aspect at all. There is the
original text to refer to.

Based on the reader’s gender, a work may be read in a different way. But
does that mean that all women can understand what all women writers write?
Can any woman then translate that work into a different language? That’s not
really the case. We should first ask about the translator’s reading ability and
language skills; gender alone does not offer any special guarantee. The

relationship between the writer and translator is very special. It involves a

119



120 | Gender and Sexuality vol.16

unique relationship of trust. It is different from the role that the editor plays,
or a friend; it is difficult to put it into words. We are not co-writing per se. I
have a really special trusting relationship with my translators.

When I was talking to the agents about whom to ask to translate Natsu
monogatari, I thought one of the most important factors was the generation. For
instance, I could have asked a famous, well established translator of Japanese
literature. Then, I'd have an idea of how the translation would turn out based
on their experience and achievements. I didn’t do it this way. For me, it was
really important to create something new together with someone of a similar
age as me or younger.

There are many characters that appear in the novel, though there are some
male readers who have said that the male character are not fully developed.
These readers are simply not familiar with the way male figures are being
depicted, because it is a new type of representation. If you write a novel on
today’s reality as a woman'’s first-person narrative, there is a level of realism in
the way male characters are being depicted in the novel.

And so, when thinking about translators, what was important to me was
“culture” —how they experience the world around them, what kind of music
they listen to, how they read and interpret books, what kind of sensitivity they
have. And, of course, gender is also included in it. When the three of us talked
about several books and experiences, I felt very close to them. I remember
when we were talking about sentimentalism and emotion in the novel, and
that was one of the moments when I felt impressed by both of their responses.
For me, their judgement, and what, how much, and in which ways they think
about the novel and translation were key priorities. Again, gender affects one’s
attitudes, but the act of translation is to transform an original text into another
language. A translator is not a stage director discovering and adding new
gestures and meanings for things and bodies. It is a job concerned with “words
that have already been written.” That said, if we're not talking about the quality

of a translation, but about the context and the structure of the publishing
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industry, then we’'d need a different perspective.

SB: One thing that Mieko said was this idea that she felt good about what she
had written, so having it translated was not something she was concerned
about. I think that is a really important point, and this conversation points to
the nature of what translation is. It is not reading. Mieko was mentioning how
a translator plays this special role. Translation is not really reading, and it is
not really writing. It is definitely not generating something from your own
imagination, right? I would like to describe translation as this—If writing is
making decisions, then translation is making decisions about decisions. So, if
we have Mieko’s decisions to start from, then I think we are in good hands in
that case.

I would also say that Mieko made us feel like she trusted us from the
beginning after choosing us to work on the book. We did a tryout, and felt
really confident going into it knowing that we had her faith. After the book is
out, the book becomes its own entity, outside of even Mieko’s sphere —like
Yeats has this idea about the poem becoming a star in the sky, separating from
the author. So, in terms of post-publication, it poses a separate set of questions.
But when we were working on it, I don’t remember any points where we felt
lost, or outside of the universe of the book. You asked, Juliana, if we learned
anything, and of course we did, not because we are men or not, but because

this book has so much to share and teach.

DB: The first thing I would say is, I think we should really point to Hitomi,
who is right here, and presumably has a different perspective on this, which I
would love to hear. I always thought that the real challenge here was translating
Mieko. She’s not an easy writer to translate, and that’s not really because of
gender. Everything that I was thinking about during the act of translation was
rhythm, speed, the way Mieko constructs a sentence. There are a lot of elements

in her writing that resist immediate or direct translation. They require doing
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something rather significant. On that, I have many more thoughts, but I really

do think since Hitomi is here... If we can ask her for her thoughts?

HY: Thank you David. I have been translating Mieko’s work since 2013. There
is a literary journal called Monkey Business that has recently been relaunched
as Monkey, edited by Motoyuki Shibata and Ted Goossen. It’s a wonderful
publication that introduces contemporary Japanese literature to a global
audience. I was first asked by Moto to translate Mieko’s work, which was an
early experimental piece. I was aware of Mieko, but I was living in the US at
the time, so I had not read her work extensively. I love Mieko’s early
experimental pieces that are difficult even to read, let alone translate. But that
was the kind of challenge that I loved taking on as a translator. So ever since
that first piece, I was lucky to be able to choose my own piece to translate, and
every time I would choose something poetic. Mieko is known as a novelist now,
but earlier in her career she was writing primarily poetry, or prose-poetry. I
think that’s a really different task or attitude towards translation than when
you translate a novel. For me, what I love about translation is to take something
deliberate, textured, impossible to translate, and somehow take it in, digest it,
bring it out into the world in another form that, hopefully, conveys that spirit
of the original. I hope that by reading the English translation of the poetic,
experimental pieces that I translated, the readers could encounter and
experience this interesting writer that is so sensitive to language, gender issues,
and women’s bodies. As you can see from this conversation, Mieko is a
wonderful person to work with who cares deeply about her translators. We

have a lovely relationship. And so, I think she makes our job a joy as well.

DB: I completely agree with you that Mieko makes our job an absolute joy on
a daily basis. One thing I would like to add is a slight modification to what
Mieko was saying, because Mieko is Mieko. So, when working with other

authors, in terms of this “special relationship,” it’s always a special relationship,
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but it can be special in very different ways.

SB: I would like to call attention to a completely outside view even in the
question of Japanese translation, or translation in general. Books are translated
in so many different circumstances. If you are translating a dead author, for
example, you are going to have a very different relationship with that author.
You cannot go out and sing karaoke with them. That is a huge difference, and
it is also completely different if there are two people translating the book. But
most importantly, books are not written alone. You could argue that a book is
written alone, right? Like someone sits at their desk, writes a book, and then
publishes. Maybe no one edited it, you can imagine that. Especially with self-
publishing the way it is today. But, in fact, there are a lot of people involved.
There is one person’s name on the cover, but it is worth interrogating this kind
of auteur theory that we apply to film studies as well —where the director is
the creator, and everyone else is a kind of worker. Translators have not always
had the visibility that they have in the social media age. But the fact is that
books are products that are put together by publishers, companies and authors
working together. All this said though, once the book is out, and we are doing
events, and I am posting on Instagram, it looks like there is maximum three
people involved in the entire process, right? No one thinks about our wonderful
editors or press people at Europa, or in the original Japanese side too. I do think
it’s important that people, younger readers looking at this, ask who the
translator is. I think it shows that as a culture, the United States, does not really
talk about translation, and we have a long way to go in terms of how critics
discuss translations. Whether a critic does their homework or not, whether or
not a critic checks into the details of the original. Critics don’t have to know
the original language, but I do think that they have responsibilities to think

about translation as a process.

JBA: I am looking at the clock and unfortunately, we have run out of time. Do
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you have a last message for our viewers, any words of advice for translators

or for aspiring writers?

MK: I want advice myself...!

SB: I almost actually bailed on my study abroad year. I was frustrated and
wanted to finish my English major. But I wandered around, sticking around
in Japan, and look at me now. I just wanted to share that I remember being in
Osaka, in Umeda station, seeing all these posters of Mieko after winning the
Akutagawa Prize, and thinking, “Talk about being a celebrity author!” Japan
really cares about literary celebrity. And I didn’t think I was ever going to be a
translator, but that was only ten years ago. If you are studying a language, and
you really love that language and you work at it, there are ways to become a

translator. It’s easier than becoming an astronaut, so that’s good news.

DB: Just do it. I mean, if you want to translate, just do it. There’s really no
advice to give, other than get to work. There are no excuses. You should just

translate.

HY: There is one last question I would like to end with: What are you working
on now? Could you give us a preview of the next book? David and Sam have
been working on a new translation of Heaven, so we can close our event with
a reading from the original published in 2009, and the English translation that

will come out in 2021.

MK: I can’t believe it has been eleven years since I wrote this novel. The story
involves a boy and a girl in middle school, and the scene is when they first go
to a museum together. One of the main characters is a girl named Kojima, and
whenever she feels confused, she has a habit of cutting. This is written entirely

in the language of Tokyo.
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DB: Just two quick things first: this is a work in progress, and I love this book

to death...

Here Mieko Kawakami read an excerpt of Heaven and David Boyd read the same

part in English, and then we closed the event.
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AY2020 CGS Activity Report

Due to the situation regarding the novel coronavirus all events were hosted online.

June 4, 2020 | Fuwa Café #61 “Home”

Facilitators: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS),
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

June 12,2020 | Start of Spring Term Reading Group
(weekly, every Wednesday)

Text: Ursula K. Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness, New York City: Ace Books, 1969
Organizer: Florence Maher (International Christian University, Graduate School of
Arts and Science)

June 29, 2020 | Parent Café

Organizer: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS).
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS),
Abbigail Rain Connoly (International Christian University, Graduate School
of Arts and Science)

July 9, 2020 | CGS Tea Party and Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies
(pGSS) Guidance

September 11, 2020 | Start of Autunm Term Reading Group
(weekly, every Friday)

Text: Mieko Kawakami, Breast and Eggs. New York: Europa Editions, 2020
Organizer: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)
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October 8, 2020 | Kawakami Mieko’s Breasts and Eggs:
Gender and Translation

Speakers: Mieko Kawakami (Writer),
Sam Bett (Translator),
David Boyd (Assistant Professor, University of North Carolina; translator),
Hitomi Yoshio (Associate Professor, Waseda University; translator),
Organizer: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

November 5%, 2020 | Eiko Otake’s Video Lecture on Disaster and Art:
“From the Great East Japan Earthquake to the
Coronavirus Crisis”

Organizer: Etsuko Kato (Professor, Center for Gender Studies, ICU)

November 6, 2020 | CGS Tea Party and Program in Gender and Sexuality
Studies (pGSS) Guidance

December 5%, 2020 | Web Survey of LGBT Issues in the Workplace niji VOICE
2020

Speakers: Maki Muraki (Representative of nonprofit organization Nijiiro Diversity),
Daiki Hiramori (Doctoral candidate at Washington University, Department
of Sociology: Research fellow, Center for Gender Studies, ICU),

Jun Mikami (Osaka University Graduate School of Human Sciences,
Department of Human Sciences)
Discussant: Minata Hara (NPO Sexual Minorities Building an Inclusive Society)
Chair: Kana Takamatsu (Professor, Center for Gender Studies, ICU)

December 10t, 2020 - December 20, 2020 | 8th Annual R-Weeks Event

December 11t, 2020 | Talk Event: Racialization and Gender in Post-war/Postcolonial
Japan Guest
Speaker: Haengri Lee (University part-time lecturer, former Research Institute
Assistant at CGS)
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Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

December 140, 2020 | Who Cares If There Are More “LGBT/Female Executives™? Or:
We Have Been Fighting to Get Rid of Corner Offices, Not to Get
Women in There
Speakers: Chitose Masaki (Queer writer/You Tuber),
PRISM (ICU circle)
Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

December 15%, 2020 | Talk Event: Talking about CGS and My Research: On Caregiving
Speaker: Miho Matsuzaki (Seikei University, former Research Institute

Assistant at CGS)
Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

December 16", 2020 | The 62nd Fuwa-Café: “Coming out”
Coordinators: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)
Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

December 17,2020 | Exhibition and Talk Event: Performance and Self-Creation:
LGBTQ+ Performers in Tokyo
Speakers: Yukiro Dravarious (Performance artist),
Christopher Simons (Professor, International Christian University)
Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

December 18®, 2020 | Talk Event: Critical Interpretations and Threatened Lives or
Sexualities: An Essay for Our Survival in the Era of the Pandemic
From the Perspective of Feminist/Queer Theory
Speaker: Yuki Hanyu (CGS Research Fellow; Ph.D. student, University of Tokyo;
former Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)

December 19", 2020 | “Queer Japan” Documentary Screening and a Conversation with
Director Graham Kolbeins
Speaker: Graham Kolbeins (Director)
Coordinator: Juliana Buritica Alzate (Assistant Professor, CGS)
Stefan Wuerrer (Graduate Student (Ph.D.), University of Tokyo;
CGS Research Fellow and Research Institute Assistant)

December 19", 2020 | Virtual 6th Annual Rainbow Reunion, Hosted by CGS
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January 29%, 2020 | Telling Stories, Breaking Stereotypes:
Gender, Age and Race in Laura Liverani’s Photography

Speaker: Laura Liverani (Photographer)
Coordinator: Letizia Guarini (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

March 21%, 2020 | Symposium: Feminist/Queer Utopias & Dystopias:
Alternative Worlds Imagined Through Non-Normative
Desires and Bodies

Keynote Speaker: Nishant Shahani (Washington State University)
Speakers: Mayu lida (Associate Lecturer, Goldsmith College, London University),
Natsumi Ikoma (Professor, International Christian University),
Asami Nakamura (Assistant Professor, Rikkyo University),
Akiko Shimizu (Professor, University of Tokyo),
Stefan Wuerrer (Graduate Student (Ph.D.), University of Tokyo;
CGS Research Fellow and Research Institute Assistant)
Coordinator: Asami Nakamura (Assistant Professor, Rikkyo University),
Stefan Wuerrer (Graduate Student (Ph.D.), University of Tokyo;
CGS Research Fellow and Research Institute Assistant)

Regular updates may be viewed on CGS Online, the official CGS website, Twitter
and Facebook. The CGS newsletters and journals may also be downloaded from the
website.
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The Journal of the Center for Gender Studies, ICU
Gender and Sexuality
Journal Regulations for Vol. 17

as of March, 2021

1) Journal Overview
Gender and Sexuality is an academic journal on the study of gender and
sexuality, published by the Center for Gender Studies at the International
Christian University. The journal's research section shall consist of research
papers on empirical investigations, theoretical discussions on gender and
sexuality studies ", and research notes "?. The field section shall feature case
studies by activists, and field reports ¥ concerning gender-related activities at
institutional, domestic, and international levels. The final book review section
shall contain reviews on upcoming books pertaining to gender and sexuality.
*! Research papers should be based on thorough academic research, contain
original and creative viewpoints, and contribute to a wider academic field.
*2 Research notes should contain discussions that are still in progress but show
their potential to contribute to a wider academic field.
*3 Field reports should report on the author’s daily practice, focusing on one
aspect of the field being studied.

2) Publication Date of Volume 17: March, 2022
3) Manuscript Submission Deadline for Volume 17: August 31, 2021
4) E-mail Address for Manuscript Submissions: cgs@icu.ac.jp

5) Rules for Application

a) Manuscripts

- Manuscripts submitted to this journal must be previously unpublished, in full or
in part.

- Only Japanese or English manuscripts shall be accepted.

- Manuscript format must be in accordance with the Publication Manual of
the American Psychological Association (7th Edition, 2019). Manuscripts
submitted in other formats may be rejected regardless of their contents and
their scholarly worth.

- Manuscripts (papers or summaries) that are not in the author’s native language
must be proofread by a native speaker of that language. Manuscripts with
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obvious inadequacies such as grammatical errors shall be rejected.
- The author’s name, affiliation, specialization, e-mail address, postal address,
telephone number, and fax number should be written on a separate title page.
Name, affiliation and specialization should be indicated in both English and
Japanese. To ensure anonymity during the screening process, the author’s
name should not appear in the text.
There shall be no payment involved for manuscripts or for insertion.
- Manuscripts should be written in a style appropriate for an internationally-
circulated academic journal.
Manuscripts that do not conform to these guidelines may be returned with a
request for revision.

a-1) Research Section

- Research papers should be between 16,000 to 20,000 Japanese characters
or 6,500 to 8,500 English words in length, including figures, graphic images,
references, and footnotes.

- Research notes should be less than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5,000
English words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and
footnotes.

- Titles should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters or 20

English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.

Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese

(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate

sheets with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

A manuscript submitted as a research paper may be accepted as a research

note, depending on the results of the referee reading. The length of such

manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers.

a-2) Field Section

Manuscripts should be no longer than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5,000

English words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and

footnotes.

The title should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters or

20 English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.

- Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese
(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate
sheets with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

- A manuscript submitted as a research paper or research note may be
accepted as a field report, depending on the results of the referee reading. The
length of such manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers
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or research notes.

b) Figures and Graphic Images

- Figures should be attached on a separate sheet. Do not include them in the
text.

- Graphic images should also be attached on a separate sheet, and should be of
a quality high enough to resist degradation during printing.

- The approximate position of the figure/image in the document should be
indicated.

¢) Manuscript Submission

- Manuscripts should be submitted as an e-mail file attachment to cgs@icu.ac.jp.

- The digital copy should preferably be submitted in MSWord (filename.doc)
format. Files may also be submitted in Rich Text format (filename.rtf) or Plain
Text format (filename.txt).

- Files in formats other than those listed above, such as .docx extension files or
scanned copies of images or text, shall not be accepted.

6) Revisions

If a manuscript is returned to the author for revision, the manuscript should
be revised and sent back by the specified date. Note that slight modifications
(grammar, spelling, phrasing) may be carried out at the discretion of the
editorial committee.

7) Screening Process

Submitted manuscripts shall be screened and chosen by reviewers designated
by the editorial committee. Factors for selection include originality, scholarliness,
clarity of argument, importance, and the degree of contribution that the
manuscript offers for the study of gender and sexuality. In the event that a
revision of the manuscript is required, opinions and comments by the editorial
committee shall be sent to the author. The final decision for accepting or
rejecting an application rests in the hands of the editorial committee.

8) Copyright

Unless a special prior arrangement has been made, the copyright of an accepted
manuscript shall belong to the Editorial Committee of the ICU Center for Gender
Studies. No restrictions shall be placed upon the author regarding reproduction
rights or usage rights of the author’s own manuscript.
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9) Journal Copies
Three copies of the completed journal (or five in the case of multiple authors)
shall be sent to the author of the accepted manuscript. Additional copies may be
ordered separately.

Note that these guidelines may be revised without prior notice.
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Postscript from the Editor in Chief

Beverley CURRAN

It is a great pleasure to present Volume 16 of Gender and Sexuality.
Included in this issue are articles on the intersections of feminist/queer issues
and utopian and dystopian thought. We appreciate those that submitted
contributions to the issue, as well as those who provided peer review. We trust
that you will find this year’s articles insightful and stimulating. Finally, | would like
to thank all those at CGS who were involved in the editing and publication of this
volume.
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