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The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality
Studies in AY 2024

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR
(AY2024 Selection Committee Chair)
Natsumi IKOMA
(Recommender’s Comments)

Yoshie MORIKI

(Recommender’s Comments)

The Rainbow Award for Gender and Sexuality Studies was established by
Professor Kazuko Tanaka, who founded the Center for Gender Studies (CGS).
The award’s purpose is to recognize outstanding gender and sexuality-related
research in B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. dissertations submitted to the ICU and
encourage further development of gender and sexuality studies. Several
outstanding papers were nominated for the academic year 2024, from which,
Miyu Sasaki’s senior thesis, “The Relevance of Sexual Taboo Consciousness
and the Issue of Responsibility for Japanese Former Comfort Women” and Saki
Yoshimoto’s master’s thesis, “Monosexism in Japan: Interview with Bi+
Women” were selected.

Miyu Sasaki’s thesis challenges the taboo of Japanese Comfort Women
after WWII and argues the suppression of Japanese Comfort Women and
Japanese conservative sex education are deeply connected. The author
successfully incorporates various secondary sources and historical primary
sources and reveals how the Japanese government evaded responsibility of
compensating postwar Japanese Comfort Women, who have been less visible
in society compared to wartime comfort women, by shifting the blame onto
them using this new sex education. The author’s intention to intertwine the

comfort women issue with post-war sex education is controversial, and we
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fully appreciate the author’s willingness to do so. As such, this thesis is
considered highly worthy of the Rainbow Award for AY2024.

Saki Yoshimoto’s thesis successfully sheds light on the issues and
challenges faced by bisexual individuals living within monosexual social
norms. It is one of the few studies that directly addresses monosexualism in
Japanese society. The thesis offers rich and detailed analysis of the under-
researched topic of bisexuality, both in Japan and globally, drawing on
theoretical frameworks and empirical interview data collected from 20
participants. By elucidating monosexism as the primary object of critique,
rather than bisexuality itself, the thesis makes a significant theoretical
contribution that has the potential to stimulate future research. Furthermore,
its critique of partnership and marriage systems in Japan, along with the
suggestion of alternative relational frameworks grounded in interviewees’
narratives, offers valuable insights for future activism. The study presents a
unique and underexplored perspective on monosexism in Japan, particularly
with regard to its impact on bisexual women. It also effectively integrates
theories of biphobia, bisexual erasure, and monosexism with rich empirical

data. Overall, the thesis is clearly written and well articulated.





