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“Special Contribution” Column

A “special contribution” column was added to this journal in 2013, the year
that celebrated the 10th anniversary of the Center for Gender Studies (CGS). The
column receives contributions on easily overlooked issues, challenging topics,
and other critical issues from leading scholars.

Liminal Existence in Art and Literature

For the forth installment of this column, we will publish contributed papers
based on presentations given at the English-language symposium “Liminal
Existence in Art and Literature” held at ICU on November 12th, 2016. Strange,
liminal creatures that often appear in myths and legends become motifs of
literary and artistic works, shake norms and deviate from boundaries. Each of
these papers analyzes those liminal creatures from the perspective of gender
and sexuality.

Mariko ENOMOTO (Keisen University) traces that which has been considered
monstrous in human societies belonging to different eras, and also, offers
possibilities in art and literature that complement the limits of human objective
perception through the analysis of Judith, Dracula, Player Piano, and Paradise in
the sea of Sorrow

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR (ICU) analyzes two recent television drama series
featuring vampires, and how they use symbolism associated to Muslims. This
sort of scapegoating points out a lack of connection related to resolving societal
problems.

Yoshinori SANO (ICU) writes a research note that follows the historical
transformations and background of the depiction of sirens, and reveals the
creation of the contrast between sirens’ monstrosity confronted with the hero.

All of these papers consider the multiple ways in which human societies and
thoughts underlie the creation of representations of monstrosity and discourses
on monsters, and especially, offer meaningful viewpoints to contemporary
society.

Natsumi IKOMA (Symposium Organizer)
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A Fascination with the ‘Uncanny’: From The Book of Judith
to Player Piano
Mariko ENOMOTO

1 Introduction’

m

In the introduction to his essay “The ‘Uncanny,” Freud suggests that the
German word, “Heimlich” actually has two opposite meanings: Heimlich
and Unheimlich, or the familiar and the uncanny. This is, he states, because
the “uncanny is in reality nothing new or foreign, but something familiar and
old—established in the mind that has been estranged only by the process of
repression” (Freud, 1919/2003, pp. 12-13). Thus, the familiar and the uncanny,
intimacy and alienation are actually not opposites, but are in fact, closely related
as Freud states.

Over the years, the idea of the uncanny has led to the creation of a diversity
of monstrosities. This paper will discuss a number of such monstrous
manifestations of the uncanny, including women, monsters, human beings, and
technology.

I will begin with The Book of Judith.

2 Monsters

2.1 The Book of Judith

Along with Salome, the figure of Judith has long haunted the western
imagination. In The Book of Judith, Judith murders Holofernes using her sexual
charms. To the Jewish people, she is a pious warrior, who saved her homeland;
however, to her enemies she is a femme fatale, or an awful witch.

The Book of Judith is not included in the canonical books of the Bible, but
rather is a part of the deuterocanonical apocrypha. In the apocrypha, Judith is
clearly described as “a widow,” and did not have sex with Holofernes. However,
male writers of fiction and psychiatry transformed her into a virgin and let her

have sexual relations with Holofernes. In this way, she was transformed into a



sexual symbol. Midori Wakakuwa rightly points out that these transformations

are projections of male subversive sexuality upon women.

In fact, Judith is both the personification of the Jewish people, and also
the savior of her people. She is, therefore, pictured in two different ways:
not only as an erotic woman, but also as a female hero. (Wakakuwa,
2000a, pp. 420-421)

As for the latter, Mary Garrard considers the paintings of Judith by the
17th century Baroque woman artist, Artemisia Gentileschi, to be the best
representation of Judith as female hero (Garrard, 1989).

The other interesting point about The Book of Judith is its chiastic or nesting
structure,? or “Ireko” in Japanese. Helen Efthimiadis-Keith points out that the
image of Judith is that of duality: the ‘juxtaposition and combination of godliness
vs. carnality, chastity vs. ‘immorality’, truth vs. deception, strength vs. weakness,

masculinity vs. femininity’ (Garrard, 1989, p. 28). She also argues that:

[t] he assimilation of this archetype constitutes a vital step in the indivi-
duation process of any male psyche. ...one aspect of the Judithic dream
warns that the nation, which is typically male, will never achieve inner
peace or transcend its current level of individuation unless it permits the

integrated anima free reign in its current state. (Garrard, 1989, p. 32)

This nesting structure can be interpreted as a demand that Jewish society of
that time mature by accepting a heroine with a complex anima image full of
contradictions.?

In this way, throughout history woman, or the femme fatale, has been men’s
first encounter with the uncanny as monster.*

Now, to move on to the next monster, Dracula.
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2.2 Dracula

Dracula is often regarded as the most representative figure of the monstrous.
However, is Dracula truly the most hideous of monsters?

The OED presents several different definitions of the word “monster.” The most
appropriate one in the case of Dracula is “something inhumanly cruel.” First of all,
that begs the question: What does it mean to be human?

When asked this question, most of the students of my Dracula classes answer
“kind, sympathetic, intelligent.” Then, gradually, they realize that human beings
are not always quite so nice or peaceful. On the contrary, humans can be unkind,
unsympathetic, and lacking in intelligence.

We human beings usually regard ourselves as superior to other living things
such as insects, fish, birds, and animals. It is true that animals of the same species
kill each other, but it is only we human beings who create or manufacture
weapons to murder others. People often use the word “beastly” in connection
with “abnormal” sexual desire, but beasts are decent enough to have limited
mating seasons, and again, it is we human beings who do not. What is it to be
human, and inhuman, then? It turns out that it is not so easy to clearly describe
or define these terms.

Let us now briefly introduce Dracula and his story.

Dracula is a vampire; there is a long history of this species in the world,
particularly in Europe. Premature burials also contributed to strengthen the
tradition of vampires. The concept of the vampire arose primarily from the fear
of death, and from a belief in the power of blood. Fear of death does not need
any explanation, so let us focus on the latter, a belief in the power of blood.

In the old days, people did not understand the concept of blood circulation
nor the essential mechanisms of the body. However, from experience, they knew
blood was essential for life.

Bram Stoker wove the tradition of vampires into a novel, and published it in
1897. The story strongly reflects many aspects of thought of the time, especially

a concern about the decline of the British Empire. The story also encompasses a



variety of themes: fears about degeneration, homosexuality, invasion, coloniza-
tion, pandemics, and it also reveals ambivalence towards women. The book also
leads to a consideration of issues related to the modern nature of life: bioethics,
transplantation, crones, iPS, and infectious diseases.

A brief synopsis of the novel is this: Count Dracula from Transylvania wishes
to be the conqueror of the entire world, and so comes to UK to begin his quest.
However, a band of men from the UK, the Netherlands and the USA defeat him.
As a result, Dracula is forced to return to his homeland. When he is about to enter
his castle, he is caught up by men, attacked and disappears.

As you can see, Dracula was not very cruel, nor did he kill many people. The
book Dracula has been made into numerous movies, and the story has been
translated into many languages. Why such popularity? Why are the images
of Dracula and vampires so mesmerizing? The answer lies in the fact that the
vampire is an archetype of the dark side of human nature. Perhaps the most
significant aspect of the vampire is that it reveals a desire to survive based on
the sacrifice of others’ lives.

Now let’s return to the definition of monster. It is, “something inhumanly
cruel.” Ironically, this leads to the conclusion that the human being is actually
the ultimate monster. In consequence, then, the definition of monster here shifts
to the monstrous realization that it is humans who wish to live comfortably on
the sacrifice of others.

So far, modern civilization is the cruelest on earth, and has caused pollution,
unleashed radioactive contamination, and produced weapons of mass
destruction, including nuclear ones. Kyoji Watanabe (2005) points out, in Yukishi
Yono Omokage (The Image of the World Passed Away), that at the end of the
Edo period and the beginning of the Meiji Era, many tourists from abroad
reported that Japanese people were poor but not despairing, and in fact were
rather contented. In that sense, they were different from the poor of that time
in Europe. Watanabe says this did not mean that Japanese were great, but that

Europeans had been also in a similar condition in the Middle Ages. Watanabe
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avers that Capitalism and materialism have made this change, and modern
culture itself has been inherently violent, from its beginnings.
Watanabe is also a famous critic of Kugai Jodo, to which we now shift our

attention.

2.3 Kugai Jodo

Mercury poisoning disease was recognized 60 years ago in Japan, and the
memorial ceremony was held not in May but in October 2016 because of the
earthquake in Kumamoto.

Michiko Ishimure’s Kugai Jodo (Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow) (1972/1990) is
often regarded primarily as a documentary of Minamata Disease and its trials.
The worth of the novel however goes far beyond this. As Watanabe correctly
notes, it is quite appropriate to label Ishimure’s novel as an example of universal
literature. Universal literature is writing which can help readers understand
essential features of the world and humanity. Thus, lkezawa included Kugai
Jodo as the only Japanese novel in his collection of world literature published
by Kawade Shobo Shinsha.

However, it is not surprising that Ishimure’s novel has been criticized as
“mere reporting,” as her style is far outside the orthodoxy of modern Japanese
intellectual literature. What must be recognized, however, is the result of her
effort to represent the reality of the inner world of “primitive people” in modern
Japan, brought her close to the achievements of James Joyce, Virginia Woolf and
Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

Ishimure describes the beauty of the lost sea and mountains where people
lived in harmony with animals. We can see this as well in Tsubaki-no Umi no
Ki (Story of the Sea of Camellias) (1976). Ishimure’s grandmother Omoka-sama
always whispered to her, “Since the fruits in the mountains belong to the
mountain creatures, you are not supposed to take them without permission.
They belong to the female crows, rabbits and foxes, so if you want them, you

must try to take a moderate amount of them” (p. 17). Little Michiko obediently



followed her advice.

In Kugai Jodo, one of fishermen tells Ishimure, “Sister, fish are gift from heaven.
We fishermen take only what we need from this abundant heavenly gift, without
excess or waste. Tell me, where in this world can you find a more splendid and
blessed way of life?”* (1990, p. 207)

Even an octopus, when caught, becomes a family member.

“‘Now that you are on our boat, you have become a member
of our family, so stay in there and sit still.” Then it would sulk
like a child trying to wheedle a favor out of his parents...."
“We had to sell our boat.”® (1990, pp. 145-146)

After we have learned of and experienced the peaceful beauty of the
fishermen’s modest but happy life, the last line, “We had to sell our boat,” pierces
us.

Fishermen tell us how beautiful their lives were before Chisso destroyed the
sea, and in that way, Ishimure shows us how precious was this lost world. It was
a world where people, animals, fish, the sea and the spirits were living together,
although not always in harmony.

Secondly, Ishimure represents what you would feel and see if you were one
of the patients. It was an encounter with a patient that prompted and enabled
Ishimure to do so. When Ishimure met Kama Tsurumatsu, the elderly fisherman

at his deathbed for instance, she writes:

On the day | saw Tsurumatsu, above all else, | despised myself unbearably
for being a part of the despicable human race. From the day forward, the
image of his pathetic, blind body lying there like a piece of deadwood,
and his restless, unforgiving spirit took up residence somewhere deep
inside me. (1990, p. 139)
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However, once Kama’s spirit takes up residence within Ishimure, she becomes
possessed by him, or rather she possesses him. She captures his sorrow,
wounded pride, regret, grudges and pain in words: what it is to be him. Although
it is often misunderstood, but it is not documentary. It is a narrative by someone
not in the superior position. It is called “Michiko-dialect” as it is different from
the dialect of Minamata, and is used freely to tell what is in the patients’ mind.
It sounds bold and not probable, but it was possible because she had shared in
the world in which Tsurumatsu lived, as well as in the perceptions he, and others,
had.

It sounds strange, but lkezawa (2013) says Minamata disease is a ‘property’,

and continues:

The pain of Minamata disease is, in a sense, precious property for people
of all the world. To make it real property, someone should write it down,
not only as accusation, nor deplore but also the whole lives of the people
concerned, to make it something meaningful. It is only literature that can
do it after all. (pp.29-30)

His point is quite clear, and he is not alone in this belief, for Nakamasa lwaoka
(2004) shares the same belief of literature. He rightly analyzes Ishimure’s writing

as follows:

Ishimure’s unique intelligence and the way of expression make her work
reach to the depth or the height to which any work of social science
nor any academic field cannot reach. “Academism” always analyzes the
objects objectively and makes intellectual theories. However, Ishimure

doesn't do this. There, her power and attractiveness exist. (p. 215)

Iwaoka (2004) insists that, as a result, Ishimure’s work is much superior to social

science.



The Lost World was beautiful, Chisso is evil and fishermen are good. If this,
in essence, was all that Ishimure wrote, Kugai Jodo could not have been such a
great book, but her writing went much deeper.

Iwaoka notes that Ishimure achieved six important discoveries as a modern
thinker. They are, (1) the power of sympathy to transcend the self, (2) the
sensibility to keep a distance from patients, (3) the sense of physicality, (4) the
imagination to poeticize time and space, (5) the power of narrative and myth,
and (6) the power of ethics and moral sensibility. The last point is analogous to
the ethics of ancient times. Iwaoka (2016) says, “It reaches such a point where
[one of the patients] Ogata Masato declares, ‘I as Chisso,” identifying with the
offender and accepting the guilt as his own” (p. 98).

Critics note that an analysis of Ishimure’s work reveals that she goes beyond
ordinary modern values (lwaoka, lkezawa). Watanabe (2005) explains the

perception upon which this ethics is based as follows:

It is only an illusion of modern people, whose perception has become
standardized and has lost the tactile perception for the “other,” to believe
that everyone sees the world in the same way....

[This kind of perception has been] ignored and abandoned in modern
Japan, ...but there is also a solid collective basis that supports her
perception. (p. 17)

This world, the world in which a pre-modern sense of nature and
conscience are united, ...is the world to which she has belonged ever
since she was born. In other words, this world is what she is. Kama
Tsurumatsu was able to move into her, because they shared the same
“sense of presence” and sensuality.

Ishimure’s seemingly arrogant conviction, “If | was to put into words
what she[a female patient] is saying in her heart, it had to turn out to be

like that” has its roots here....She can become the people with whom she
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speaks. This is because they share the same roots of this solid collective

perception. (p. 18)

The world before the disaster is presented as sublimely beautiful and idyllic,
but it is also full of gossip, hatred, jealousy, and evil spirits. It is the world Ishimure
knew as a child, while taking care of her deranged grandmother, Omoka-sama.

Watanabe points out that

When she laments, as she does in her writings, she must be seeing a
vague image of the primordial world where there could be no rapture...
“My body was too small to carry all of my grandmother’s feelings—so |
felt sorry that the rest of her feelings had to overflow into the cold snow.”

This sense of original sin explains the heart of Ishimure’s works. (p. 22)

Thus, even while very young, Ishimure experienced a kind of original sin,
because she could not accept all of Omoka-sama'’s sorrow because her body
was just too small.

The reason the lives before Chisso are presented as so beautiful is because
the whole is a fantasy dreamt by those falling away from this world. Watanabe

explains:

Why don’t people notice that the description of life at the sea...are
extremely fantastic? This kind of beauty is not a beauty that exists in
real life, but a beauty which people who are rejected from the real life
inevitably fantasize. ...What governs Kugai Jodo is the ecstatic sense
of falling; a downfall into the destruction and ruin of the ones who are

expelled from the world. (p. 25)

As previously mentioned, one of the patients, Ogata Masato, declared, ‘I as

Chisso,” thus identifying with the offender and accepting the guilt as his own.



This can also be seen as an example of the fact that regardless of which side you
belong, the offender or the offended, the uncanny is within you.

The unique, poetic beauty and appealing power of Kugai Jodo comes partly
from the knowledge of the dark lurking behind or under the beautiful idyll.

2.4 Player Piano

What is most uncanny in modern times is technology, which includes
computers and robots. Ambivalence towards the machine and automation is
as old as history. Humanity has always been fascinated by machine, and yet at
the same time, has detested it. The machine can help people, but it can steal
jobs from them; it can make work simple and easy, but work then becomes
monotonous and less challenging. As for the robot or automaton, there is the
interesting idea of “the valley of uncanny.” When a robot becomes too much like
a real living human being, at a certain point, people suddenly think it uncanny.

Although published in 1951, Player Piano by Kurt Vonnegut remains of interest
in the 21st century, in part, | would argue, because it skillfully reveals the human
being’s ambivalence towards the machine. The dystopian world depicted in the
novel reminds you of modern Japan and USA, where many people are suffering
from lay-offs, the lack of safety nets, and the loss of human dignity.

Very often, we welcome computers, SNS, and machines to make our lives more
convenient and comfortable, even though this will also lead to lost jobs, and
then to an extremely unstable society. In fact, the other important feature of
this novel is its skillful depiction of people’s simultaneous love and hatred of
the machine. How should we live in a computer-oriented society? Where is our
dignity? What is the merit for human beings in being such fragile organisms?
What is a human? -They are some of the questions the hero, Paul Proteus invites
us to consider.

In medical science, on the stock market, in architecture, in driving cars,
in manufacturing at factories, procuring drink and food, enjoying games,

sometimes even choosing where to go and what to wear to be attractive to one’s
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date—we very much rely upon automation. Although automation greatly helps
us in almost all the fields of our lives, there are also many drawbacks, and we
have been seriously changed by automation.

The biggest, most serious alteration we are undergoing is a weakening of skills
and abilities of various kinds. Pilots of passenger jets cannot manually navigate,
because they are too used to automatic pilot. Inuit tribes cannot travel on the
frozen ground without GPS nowadays. Medical doctors ask medical support
applications for diagnoses and do not pay enough attention to the patients right
in front of them.

These are a few of many examples mentioned in Glass Cage, by Nicholas
Carr (2014). Weakening skills are caused by a decrease in physical action and
less involvement with the world surrounding us. In the past, pilots could directly
experience flying the body of the airplane by physically manipulating the control
stick in reaction to stimuli from the atmosphere. When one worked directly
with the surrounding world, one accepted the needed response. The response,
in turn, produced “a generation effect” by enhancing the brain, feelings, and
skills. However, when planes began to be flown via autopilot, pilots lost that
generation effect. Such degeneration is occurring rapidly in many fields, and we

remain unaware. Carr argues that

To achieve mastery, you need to develop tacit knowledge, and that comes

only through real experience—by rehearsing a skill, over and over again.

The more you practice, the less you have to think about what you're
doing. Responsibility for the work shifts from your conscious mind, which
tends to be slow and halting, to your unconscious mind, which is quick
and fluid. As that happens, you free your conscious mind to focus on the
more subtle aspects of the skill, and when those, too, become automatic,
you proceed up to the next level....and ultimately, ...you're rewarded
with expertise.

This skill-building process...[called] automatization involves deep




and widespread adaptations in the brain. Certain brain cells, or neurons,

become fine-tuned for the task at hand, and they work in concert through

the electrochemical connections provided by synapses....

...the brain develops automaticity, a capacity for rapid, unconscious

perception, and action that allows mind and body to recognize patterns

and respond to changing circumstances instantly. (p.81, Emphasis added)

Carr continues;

“To really know shoelaces, you have to tie shoes.” That's a simple

illustration of a deep truth Crawford explores in his 2009 book Shop
Class as Soulcraft: "If thinking is bound up with action, then the task of
getting an adequate grasp on the world, intellectually, depends on our
doing stuffin it.” Crawford draws on the work of the German philosopher

Martin Heidegger, who argued that the deepest form of understanding

available to us “is not mere perceptual cognition, but, rather, a handling,

1

using, and taking care of things, which has its own kind of ‘knowledge.
(pp. 147-148, Emphasis added)

Carr also reminds us of the concept of “embodied cognition.”

...0ne of the most interesting and illuminating areas of study in

contemporary psychology and neuroscience involves what’s called

embodied cognition. Today’s scientists and scholars are confirming John

Dewey'’s insight of a century ago: Not only are brain and body composed

of the same matter, but their workings are interwoven to a degree far

beyond what we assume. The biological process that constitute “thinking”

emerge not just from neural computations in the skull but from the
actions and sensory perceptions of the entire body. (p. 149, Emphasis
added)
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We tend to grant software domination over our lives, not only in our work
but also in our leisure. Our lives may become easier through the use of the
computer. Nonetheless, our sense of happiness and contentment is closely
connected to the performance of skilled work in the real world. Consequently,
paying too much attention to computer screens leads us to feel disengaged and
discontented. Furthermore, we are missing something essential, and the end
result is degeneration.

Still, we remain fascinated by machines and computers. Accidents caused
by self-driving cars, a victory of computers over champions in games such as
chess and shogi,” the amiable dinosaur receptionist and the weird humanoid
one—computers and machines show us what it means to be human as well
as uncanniness of ourselves. At the same time, machines retain the irresistible
appeal they have held over human beings through history.

Creativity and originality are formed out of, and exist, in the midst of chaos and
ambiguity. It is in this quite nebulous, free-floating place that human beings can
be superior to computers. According to Gen Ohi (2014), we are generally aware
of only one-millionth of the data we accept, and yet, machines, computers, and
software have all been created out of this infinitesimal amount of data. Of course,
the machines and computers have their own form of attraction and the uncanny.
Nonetheless, it is logical, and natural, that all work by these uncanny, but human-
created machines falls within the range of our expectations. Their results can be
both apprehended and foreseen by humans. It seems, therefore, that the key to
our survival is our ability to think, create, and exist within ambiguity, albeit with

the uncanny help of technology and computers.

3 The ‘Uncanny’ and neuroscience: Phantoms in the Brain

Ishimure's expression of time and space is not that of the time-space
continuum, but instead, one of circulation, inter-section and polymerization. In
that, she is very near the technique of “experimental” writers such as Virginia

Woolf, William Faulkner and Gabriel Garcia Marquez as mentioned earlier.
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However, this type of awareness concerning time and space, a perception of
reality or the real world surrounding us is not just the novelist’s privilege. In
fact, it is THE way we experience ordinary, daily life, each day. What hinders us
from realizing this is “common sense”, which tells us that “time keeps constantly
flowing forward and the space is homogeneous everywhere.” The presumption
that we perceive the world in this way, is precisely what hinders us from an
accurate awareness of our own senses.

In regard to the mechanism of cognition, Stephen Kosslyn, a cognitive
neuroscientist, explains that we regard what we see, hear, and feel about what
is outside us as constituting “reality.” However, the truth is, the brain makes up
the perception itself based on previous experience. The neurologist Michael
Posner explains that perception is influenced by expectation—this is a primary
assumption basic to the study of cognitive science (Ohi, 2008, p. 96). The mental
system representing ‘I’ does not work by responding to outside stimuli, but by
repeatedly processing perceptions which are produced from within. What makes
us deny our perception of a multidimensional, polymerizing, complicated world
and what forces us to see the world in front of us as occurring along the time-
space continuum is our common sense and traditional biases or preconceptions.

To understand the mechanism of awareness, Figure 1, of a Necker Cube,
will be of great help. First, if you pay attention
to point A, and think of it as protruding, then
you will think you are looking at the cube from ﬁ >
above. However, if you look at point B, and think
that B is nearest to you, you will think that you I
are looking at the cube from below, through
something akin to a transparent glass board. < ’
Ramachandran (2005) explains;

Figure 1. Necker Cube
You can see it pointing up and down,

depending on how your brain interprets
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the image, even though the image remains constant on your retina, not

changing at all. Thus, every act of perception, even something as viewing

a drawing of a cube, involves an act of judgement by the brain. (p. 67)

Even though the image itself remains unchanged, it appears different

according to the way in which you look at, or perceive, it. This is because even

such a simple act as this involves judgment by the brain.

Figure 2 is designed to find your blind spot. Following the rubrics below, you

will find the blind spot in your left eye. Then, looking at Figure 3, when the gray

square on the left comes within the blind spot of your left eye, what happens?

Although part of the bar is missing, most people will perceive the bar as straight,

with no missing part. Again, this is because of the work of the brain. Your brain

completes the image of the bar based on common sense or rather, based on

previous perceptions.

T

Figure 2. Blind Spot Demonstration

With your left eye, look at the elephant on
the right, keeping your right eye shut. Move
the paper slowly toward you, starting about
one and a half feet away. At a certain distance,
the cross on the left will disappear completely
because it becomes totally within your blind
spot. However, if you continue moving the
paper closer still, the cross will reappear. You
may need to look for the blind spot by moving
the paper to and fro for several times until the
cross disappears.

Pay attention. Note that when the cross
disappears you do not see a hole or dark void
there. Instead, the place is seen as part of the
back-ground. This phenomenon is generally
referred to as “filling in.”

Figure 3.

Look at the small black dot on right
with you left eye, keeping your right
eye shut. Move the paper to and fro
until the gray square on the left
disapﬁears.

What happens to the bar?
AIthou?h part of the bar is missing,
you will perceive the bar as straight,
with no missing part. Again, this is
because of the work of the brain. Your
brain completes the black bar based
on common sense.
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Ramachandran says about thirty distinct, specialized areas in the brain
cooperate and create a visual image from “the fragmentary and evanescent
images dancing in the eyeballs” (Ramachandran, p. 88). Each of these thirty areas
has some highly specialized function to create our visual images.

Most people are probably familiar with Figure 4 and 5, known as the Penfield
brain maps, and with Figure 6, its three-dimensional model, homunculus. The
Penfield map shows which part of brain is in charge of the hands, legs, face, and
fingers, for example. Part B, next to part A, influences the perception of A. The
phenomenon of phantom limbs—to have the feeling of, and even pain in, non-

existent limbs—could thus be explained by the working processes of the brain.

B3y,
&

Figure 4. Pen Field Brain Map-1

It is also important to realize that
the brain is always trying to sort new
information in order to preserve its
pride as functioning at as high a level

as possible. To accomplish this, the

brain distorts and sometimes even Figure 6. Three-dimensional model,
. . Homunculus (Little Man)
totally ignores unacceptable pieces
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of information. To my great joy as someone who loves English literature,

Ramachandran recommends that we read Shakespeare and Jane Austen to see
examples of these self-deceptions.

In this way, contrary to the general assumption, consciousness is, to some

extent, an illusion.

...the corollary notion that the human sense of “being in charge” is
illusory...everything we do in life is governed by cauldron of unconscious
emotions, drives...and motives and that what we call consciousness is
just the tip of the iceberg, an elaborate post hoc rationalization of all our

actions. (Ramachandran, 2005, p. 156)

Thus, we are aware of only one millionth of what we truly perceive. The rest
goes into the dark abyss of the unconscious. We very often, therefore, make
decisions based upon our own impressions, feelings and emotions, and then
proceed to rationalize them as something more universal and as “reality.” Sight
itself is something constructive and will never be something totally objective,
fair or impartial. We see only what we would like to see, or what we think we are
seeing. As a result, objective recognition is extraordinarily difficult to achieve.
Likewise, so is self-awareness. We are surrounded by the ‘Uncanny,’ both without
and within. In other words, the uncanny, the monsters, and the liminal are, in
fact, everywhere and ubiquitous. Thus, there is only one thing which could be
said as absolute truth: it is only art and literature that can allow us to approach
them, and begin to apprehend them.

Tonight, before you fall asleep, please go down into the depths of your soul. In
the dark, you may see the figure of Dracula. If you are lucky enough, you might
even see glittering of his famous canine tooth. As you know, it originally came

from the author, Bram Stoker, himself.
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Footnotes

1

w

This is based on the paper | read as the key note address for “The Symposium: Liminal
Existences in Art and Literature” held on 12 November 2016 at ICU.
Chiastic or nesting structure of The Book of Judith:

Section I. (From 2: 14) A—B—C—C—B'—A’

Section Il. Aa—Bb—Cc—D—Cc'—Bb'—Aa’

(Efthimiadis-Keith 25-26)

According to Prof. Pamela Lee Novick (personal communication, July 20, 2017), it seems
that during the period of the Hebrew Judges, there were a number of strong, forceful
women in the Judaic religion - as in the formation days of many religious traditions,
strong women there in the early days, are erased, or redefined by later interpreters, as
a religion/nation normalizes male control.
Catherine, in Wuthering Heights is also a witch-like figure, with Nelly as her shadow.
She haunts Heathcliff and Edgar after her death. | discuss this in the first and the fourth
articles in my bibliography, if you are interested in learning more, although they are
written in Japanese.
Translated by Monnet.
Quoted from ‘The World of Kugai jodo’ by Watanabe. Here, “some changes added” to
Monnet’s translation to make it faithful to the original.
It seems that Shogi software is becoming yet another black box of the uncanny. An
NHK television program broadcast on 25 June, entitled IT: Is it an Angel or the Devil?
raised this possibility. According to the creator of “Ponanza,” the unbeatable Shogi
software can learn by itself, and can practice demonstration games extremely quickly.
As the result, in a short time, it analyzed and completed 50,000 games which had been
conducted by professional shogi players in the past twenty years. Human beings would
have taken 2000 years to accomplish the same. Furthermore, the programmer of the
software himself does not know how it learns, only that it is becoming a kind of black

box. Thus, Al such as Ponanza, has come to have its own liminal existence.
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The Vampire as a Political Minority:

From Jews to Muslims in Vampire Television Dramas
(The Strain and Penny Dreadful)

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR

Amongst all the latest films and TV series on vampires, two in particular
deserve attention from a socio-political point of view. The Strain, an American
series created by Guillermo del Toro (2014), and John Logan’s US-British TV series
Penny Dreadful (2014), depict an entirely new image of vampires now deprived
of all romantic and sexy connotations.

On the one hand (The Strain), vampires are portrayed as hungry predators
and provided with a kind of prehensile dart coming from their throat, like their
Aswang cousins — the Filipino version of vampire. On the other hand (Penny
Dreadful) vampires are clearly identified as coming from Ancient Egypt, at least
in the first season of the series.

In both cases, though, it is clear that vampires are not portrayed as
metaphorical representatives of the Jewish community any longer, like their
ancestors were by Bram Stoker in the 19th century (Dracula) or by Murnau in
the early 20th century (Nosferatu). In fact, they are now depicted as a stereotype
of Islamists invaders. From one era to another, consciously or not, the target of
victimization changes from one community to the other. This displacement is
due to a concomitant shift in European and American social anxieties. In both
cases, however, one is able to identify the same remerging scapegoat profile that
is constructed in the context of political and economic slump, which René Girard

interprets as follows:

Ethnic and religious minorities tend to polarize the majorities against
themselves. In this we see one of the criteria by which victims
are selected, which, though relative to the individual society, is

transcultural in principle. There are very few societies that do not
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subject their minorities, all the poorly integrated or merely distinct
groups, to certain forms of discrimination and even persecution. In
India the Moslems are persecuted, in Pakistan the Hindus. There are
therefore universal signs for the selection of victims [...]? (Girard,
1986, pp. 17-18)

This paper thus initially aims to show the transfer of stereotypes from one
community (Jewish) to another (pseudo-Muslim) and that such transfers
represent an imaginary and unconscious perspective in search for a scapegoat
to blame for the problems faced by the contemporary Western world today.
Secondly, after analysing the movement from one century to another, turning
from one scapegoat figure to the other, from the Jew to the Muslim, this study
will present the TV series separately, in order to highlight the distinctive features
borrowed from the past to characterize the Vampire as a metaphor for an Islamist
figure. The last section will focus on the issue of this “minority policy”, as | call it,
in order to stress how religious discrimination is always strongly connected, in

one way or another, with gender and LGBTQ discriminations.

From the 19th to the 21st Century: Penny Dreadful

Early on, one was struck by a central element of the vampire figure of the turn
of the 20th century. In that era, the representation of the vampire character shifts
and takes on the features of the outcast “Wandering Jew” stereotype of the time.
The description of Count Dracula by Bram Stoker (1897), or the performance
accomplished by Max Schreck in the role of Count Orlok (Nosferatu, FW.Murnau,
1922), to take the most obvious examples, are symptomatic of this stereotype.
As we know, the European anti-Jewish phobia of the 19th and the 20th centuries
paved the way for the death camps of World War Il. It is interesting today to
return to the descriptions formulated at the time, and to the political situation
that constituted the background for the emergence of such discrimination.

Returning to that era provided us with the opportunity to witness how such
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discrimination promoted the figure of the scapegoat, and how this figure
remains plastic, endlessly mouldable.
Sarah Libby Robinson, for instance, writes on the relation between anti-

Semitism and vampire tales in Britain at the turn of the 20th century as follows:

[...] Britons held many anxieties and prejudices about Jews. These fears
were exacerbated when the Jewish population more than doubled in the
last quarter of the nineteenth century due to immigration from Eastern
Europe. This wave of immigrants arrived during Britain’s Great Depression,
and they were typically depicted by the press as paupers, robbing Britons
of their jobs by agreeing to work for lower wages. According to these
embittered journalists, in taking jobs, money, food, and housing away
from native Britons, Jews were not only viewed as competitors, but as
parasites, metaphorical vampires who lived by draining away economic

opportunities rather than blood. (Robinson, 2009, p. 20)

Similarly, Judith Halberstam explains in her seminal text about Dracula
thus:

[...] Bram Stoker was good friends with, and inspired by, Richard Burton,
the author of a tract reviving the blood libel against degenerate writers

for not being good Christians. (Halberstam, 1995, p. 86)

Meanwhile, she shows us later on, in the same book, that: “[...] the Gothic
novel and Gothic monsters in particular produce monstrosity as never unitary
but always an aggregate of race, class, and gender,” leading thus to the idea in

this quotation:

Dracula is otherness itself, a distilled version of all others produced by and

within fictional texts, sexual science, and psychopathology. He is monster
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and man, feminine and powerful, parasitical and wealthy; he is repulsive
and fascinating [...]. (Halberstam, 1995, p. 88)

This is exactly what is still at stake in the two television dramas | am analysing
here. The monsters remain a highly complex aggregate of beings, while the
discriminated scapegoat religion is no longer the Jewish faith but the Muslim
one.

We know, and Nosferatu by Murnau (1922) is a good example of this, that at
the time the British were not the only ones to feed these fantasies about the
Eastern Jewish population in search of political asylum in Western Europe. The
Jews then were already suffering from violence in their home countries in the
East.

However, reading the anti-Semitic comments described in the text by Sara
Libby Robinson, or across the entire anti-Jewish campaigns about which we
find today a plethora of online documents, it appears immediately that these
campaigns closely resemble those occurring today not just against Muslims but
also against refugees seeking asylum in Europe, while their countries are on track
to total destruction because of raging wars.

Given the events of 9/11 in 2001, and all the subsequent terrorist attacks that
occurred throughout the world, it is hardly surprising that, in terms of monstrous
representation, the vampire archetype moved from the Jewish community
toward the Muslim one. Though the latter representation might seem less
obvious at first sight than the Jewish one. This shift, in reality, only creates a
wider stereotyped community once again based on religion, when actually not
all Arab people are concerned with belief in Islam.

The subtext becomes clearer when one takes time to analyse the different
facets of these new figures. Once we examine the shows on a deeper level, the
parallels are hard to deny. | will focus, initially, on the US-British series Penny
Dreadful (3 seasons), in which the vampires are clearly established as belonging

to ancient Egypt. It is not therefore possible to consider them as Muslims,
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however, they speak Arabic, and they are clearly depicted as a form of parasitic
invasion of Victorian England.

The TV drama is set at the end of the nineteenth century, and draws all its
characters from the most well known sources of Gothic novels.

While the vampires are Egyptian, it is still Mina Harker, the character of the
novel by Bram Stoker, who was kidnapped by the Vampire “Master” who, at
this point of the story, is yet to be identified as Dracula. And most of the main
protagonists of the series follow a similar pattern by recalling well-known
works of 19" century Gothic literature. The main characters are, in order: Dr.
Frankenstein and his monster; Dorian Gray’s Oscar Wilde and his famous evil
portrait; and the American character Ethan Chandler, played by Josh Hartnett,
who proves to be a werewolf in the last episode of the first season. In all
likelihood, this werewolf figure is an aggregation of several Gothic werewolves
stories, such as the one narrated in Wagner, the Wehr-Wolf (1847), by George W.
R. Reynolds. Season two onwards; other mythical figures of the English Gothic
literature reveal themselves, such as Dr. Jekyll and Dracula himself, in the third
season.

Although each narrative thread involving every character seems to follow,
more or less, the structures of the various literary works from where they
originate, the main plot of the series focuses on the character of Vanessa lves,
Mina Harker’s best friend. Mina is the daughter of Sir Malcolm Murray in the TV
show, while Vanessa supports the father of her disappeared friend in his quest
to bring her back.

Regarding the kidnapping of Mina, which constitutes the focus of the first
season of the drama, Dracula appears to be absent from the picture. The
Vampire who abducted her has no defined origin, like its American cousin, in The
Strain. However, his guards and minions speak Arabic.! This fact literally expels
these Vampires from the Bram Stoker’s original Central European character.
Egyptian descent is confirmed when a Vampire of the same rank as the one who

kidnapped Mina is killed and the autopsy of his body reveals that passages of



34

the Egyptian Book of the Dead appear to be engraved on his exoskeleton. This
engraving later proves to be an unknown version of a chapter concerning the
God Amun-Ra and the Goddess Amunet, whose names share the same meaning
“the hidden one”.

The details of this chapter are not our concern, but what matters is the
hidden character of these Gods, which perfectly functions as a metaphor for the
vampires’ personality.

Now if we go back to the many fantasies of recent years concerning Muslims,
the parallel could not be clearer: a “dissembler,” “hypocrite”; every Muslim,
prima facie, is perceived to be a potential Islamist. The Burka, in some occidental
perceptions, clearly illustrates this characteristic, since some do not hesitate to
claim that this garment may hide bombs, and even that male terrorists can use it
as a subterfuge to conceal their actions in a more insidious way.

Most American and European extremist discourse tends to blithely confuse
the two. It is also the case with a form of discourse that is less radical but no-
less hostile towards Muslims. For them, a Muslim can either already be a radical
Islamist or be destined to become one. This simplistic way of explaining how
ISIS and other Islamic terrorist movements have gained recruits in the last
decade, excludes from consideration any individual psychological component
to essentialize and racialize what is in fact a complex reality.

To return to the question of the ancient Arabic language in the Penny Dreadful
series, it too proves to be more complex than it originally seems. In fact, this
linguistic situation is similar to that of the vampire cousins of Central Europe who
speak a language unknown to all and rather “hieroglyphic” when one refers to
the version offered by Murnau in Nosferatu. The Vampires in the drama, and their
allies — the witches -, use a fairly composite pidgin of several ancient languages
- a detail that the viewer only discovers in season 2 — which Egyptologist
Ferdinand Lyle calls “Verbis Diablo.”

In fact, just like the contamination of bodies, the hybridization of the national

language is at the heart of the issues raised by the TV show. If they want to
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defeat the invading monsters, the heroes of the series must decrypt the hidden
messages of this composite language, which forms a code, concealing its

meaning from the “common man” because of its “impurity.”

The Strain: Virulence of a spreading ‘Virus’

In The Strain, the connection between vampirism and the Muslim religion is
not immediately noticeable, at least in the two first seasons. Indeed, at no time is
the religious question raised — at least that of the Muslim religion, since, from the
first episode, it is clearly stated that the fiercest enemy of the vampire “Master”,
Abraham Satrakian, is Jewish. However, if one looks back on the history of World
War Il shown in the series through numerous flashbacks that portray Satrakian
at the time of his imprisonment in the camp of Treblinka, then the analogy
becomes clearer. In the TV series, the Treblinka camp is under the leadership
of Thomas Eichorst — who, since then, has become a vampire himself and the
Master’s right-hand man. Indeed, the stereotype of the vampire as a substitute
for the Jewish invaders and as an infector of the “pure blood” of natives fizzled
after the Holocaust of World War Il. It is no longer possible — unless one accepts
to being truly and rightfully labelled as anti-Semitic — to draw such a parallel
between a whole community and the monstrous figure of the vampire who
came to decimate the population of a country by feeding on its blood.

As this paper stated earlier, the Jews in the past were a scapegoat in
troubled times in Europe after multiple crises. These financial and cultural
crises were strongly intertwined with the crisis of identity that Europe was then
experiencing. The European countries faced these struggles because they could
not embrace such a radical transformation as the industrialization of the modern
era. However, a substitution of community is never impossible, and this is what
both series actually accomplish.

The United States, like the rest of the world, has been profoundly marked
by the attacks of September 11. We all remember, at least those old enough to

watch the media coverage of the attacks on the World Trade Center, the repeated
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images of the attacked and collapsing towers - the very symbol of endangered
American power. The attacks are considered as the event marking the planet’s
entry into the 21t century. But above all, the event signified the collapse of US
dominance, even within Western society. The event was also interpreted to imply
that Western-Christian society was brutally attacked by Islamic fanatics.

The shift from one religion to the other arose out of this event, since people
of the Jewish faith have always been well received in the United States, and
the country has always supported the Israeli government in its political and
military opposition to the Palestinian authority. The stereotypical figure of the
Vampire/Jew of the English 19th century is that of a deceitful figure who tries to
interfere with the wellbeing of a country and culture through the wealth he has
accumulated, with social, and real, vampirism, leading to the contamination of
the “pure” blood of its native victims. In The Strain, 21 century version of the
vampire, the viewer is confronted by an openly brutal monster - although still
very rich — that is no longer concealing himself, not hiding his lust for power and
violently imposes radical change on the population of the invaded country.

We indeed repeatedly hear nowadays from some political leaders - and other
defenders of this ideology — that Western society is now under attack and at the
dawn of a “great cultural and religious shift.” Islamic radicalization encourages
the widespread stigmatization of the Muslim population that becomes the
new scapegoat of the so-called developed societies, which find themselves
entangled once again in difficulties of all kinds: repeated economic crises — the
latest in 2008 was almost identical to that of 1929; social and cultural crises due
to the disintegration of social ties; and finally, individual crisis of human beings at
loss with their lives and thus quick to claim that “things were better before” and,
therefore, that the past should be the only example to follow. This discourse is
supported by the followers of an essentialist vision of “cultural identity” recalling
the old theories of “ethnic purity” which claim to be saving their countries from
any form of racial hybridization. Because of these challenging times, all kinds

of monsters grow today and are multiplying in novels, movies and popular TV
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dramas in the form of Vampires, Zombies, and Werewolves. It is similar to the
way these monstrous figures multiplied during the worldwide chaos of the Great
Depression.

To return to The Strain, it seems its religious aspect is reversed: the Jews in
the Treblinka camp are the first victims of the Master, who comes to feed on
their blood made available to him by the camp management. It is, therefore,
difficult to imagine that the root of the Master’s figure could still be anchored in
a fantasy image of the Wandering Jew. But if a substitution has been made at the
imaginary level and the victims are Jews, then who are the predators?

An objective ally of the Nazis, the Master has no definite origin. We only know
that he is able to migrate from body to body infecting his victim, who then
becomes his “vessel” through a parasitic worm that multiplies at unbelievable
speed. In the first season, the vessels’ Master happens to be the body of a former
Polish nobleman contaminated at an undetermined time, but presumably during
the 19' century. The vessel before him was a being, which was hiding in a cave
of the Polish mountains, but no specific evidence is available about its origins.

We could stick to this source: the Master, destroyer of Jews, has connections
to Nazism and to the 20th century Central Europe, which joined in with the
Nazi extermination of their Jewish population. However, to remain at this
level of analysis would omit to consider essential elements of the series. The
action of The Strain is set in the US rather than in Europe. More specifically,
the action takes place in Manhattan, the heart of New York and the heart of
American culture, which was under attack on September 11. Finally, and this is
essential from a symbolic point of view, using modern means of transportation,
the Master arrives in Manhattan by air and the first three seasons of the show
regularly exhibit the siege of the city through shots of skyscrapers in flames. The
viewer cannot miss the lack of subtlety with which constant reminders of the
terrorist attacks of 2001 are provided through the parallel with symbolic images
of the World Trade Center’s destruction.

An underlying subtext in the TV series seems to be that attacking the Jewish
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community is equivalent to attacking the United States and vice versa. Now,
what or who could be the new common enemy of both communities? Who else,
if not the Islamists and those who, in spite of themselves, are mistaken with this
fundamentalist movement?

Other elements, external to the series and to American culture, come to
support this assimilation of vampires and contemporary Islamists, particularly
in the context of the series The Strain. The first one is to be sought in the history
of World War Il. An important element of this period has been forgotten or
gone somewhat unnoticed. Only a few highly specialized history books refer
to it explicitly: among the objective allies of the Nazis in their hunt for Jews,
fundamentalist Islamists held the top spot. Before Mussolini or Franco, or even
the French government of Petain. Hitler seems to have had a warm attitude
towards Muslims, since he is credited with the following words: “The peoples of
Islam will always be closer to us than, for example, France” (Quoted in Wistrich,
1985, p. 59).2

Thus, the two dominant figures of the Arab world of the 30s and 40s who
collaborated with Hitler’s regime are the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Haj Amin al-
Husseini and Iraqi Prime minister Rashid Ali al-Gaylani.

Of course, one must not generalize this collaboration to a whole community
that has always been diverse. Gilbert Ashtar, professor of Development Studies

at the London’s School of Oriental and African Studies, explains in an interview:

In the first place, there is no such thing as Arabs. To speak in the singular
of an Arab discourse is an aberration. The Arab world is driven by a
multiplicity of points of view. At the time, one could single out four major
ideological currents, which extend from western liberalism, through
Marxism and nationalism, to Islamic fundamentalism. In regard to these
four, two, namely western liberalism and Marxism, clearly rejected
Nazism, in part on shared grounds (such as the heritage of enlightenment

thinkers, and the denunciation of Nazism as a form of racism), and
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partially because of their geopolitical affiliations. On this issue, Arab
nationalism is contradictory. If one looks into it closely, however, the
number of nationalistic groups which identified themselves with Nazi
propaganda turns out to be quite scaled-down. There is only one clone of
Nazism in the Arab world, namely the Syrian Social National Party, which
was founded by a Lebanese Christian, Antoun Saadeh. The Young Egypt
Party flirted for a time with Nazism, but it was a fickle, weathercock party.
As to accusations that the Ba'ath Party was, from the very outset in the
1940s, inspired by Nazism, they are completely false (Ayad & Achcar, 2010.

My translation).

Unfortunately, these assimilations, based more on prejudices and fears than
on reason and lucid analysis, rise often enough in the collective imagination,
and abusive generalizations easily flourish. In regard to The Strain, the parallel |
have spoken about so far, between Vampires and Islamists which | observed in
seasons 1 and 2, was based more on inner feelings of image analysis than actual
facts clearly stated in the story. These uncomfortable amalgams then became
obvious with the third season. It grew clearer at the narrative level since the
writers merged their depiction of vampires with that of Islamic terrorists.

References to the attacks on the World Trade Center have become explicit.
For instance, in episode 4, Justine Feraldo, head of security of New York City,
explains the distress she felt when she learned, following September 11, that her
husband, a firefighter, was among the victims of the collapse of the towers. She
shares these emotions with Dr. Goodweather in a moment when she believes
she has been contaminated by a parasitic worm.

Furthermore, just before this intimate confession by Feraldo, we see the
Master’s right-hand man, Eichorst, choosing some of the Vampires elected by
the Master to send them on a suicide mission. The kamikaze character of these
operations is highlighted by a promise made by Eichorst to galvanize his troops:

“You want to feed? | promise that you will feed. If you follow my commands,
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you will receive the blood of 70 virgins as a reward!” The message could not be
more obvious: the suicide bomber Vampires receive the similar promises as to
the ones Islamist kamikaze receive before their departure on a suicide mission.
Meanwhile, Satrakian having acquired a book called the Occido Lumen, which
allegedly holds the secret to destroy the Master, discovers that some ancient
Egyptian Vampire hunters got rid of a vampire of the same rank as the Master by
enclosing him in a double sarcophagus of silver and lead, before burying it “for
eternity” in a pyramid'’s crypt.

In the episodes that follow these references, the viewer also discovers that
a cargo ship from Cairo is expected in Manhattan’s bay. The content of the
shipment is kept secret, but it is made very apparent that its content is of the
highest importance for the Master. Subsequently, it appears that the content of
the cargo consists of two nuclear warheads from Russia one of which Eichorst
employs to explode the den of three “Elders” — Vampires of the same rank as
the Master, but who oppose his plans to conquer the world - in the heart of
Manhattan. Passing through Egypt, the cargo highlights the alliances made
against the United States. When all these narrative elements are placed end to
end, the profiles of the “enemies” could not be more obvious: the metaphorical
Muslim/Vampires defending the idea of the superiority of their race against the
humans, having first allied with the Nazis during the 40s, have extended their
network to Putin’s Russia — the events narrated in the series are supposed to
happen in present day — and then to India (or is it Pakistan?). During the third
season, a new character, Sanjay Desai, responsible for the commissioning of a
“blood factory,” appears.

In other words, what is highlighted in the series is based on the image of the
Islamists advancing the propaganda of a supposedly superior “race”/religion,
and on the nationalist phobia against the international and cross-border
nature of their activities and connections. Again, this is a scapegoat’s fantasy-
related displacement: the scapegoat changes, fantasies attached to it do not.

The same accusations of rootless cosmopolitanism were levelled at the Jews
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during the 20-40s. Their alleged thirst for domination and power, understood as
vampiric desires, were regarded as boundless. Since the Jews were considered
stateless, their sole presence was threatening to the “purity” of the countries
and its inhabitants, not least the security of its borders. The transference of
the accusations associated with anti-Semitism to the Arab people fleeing their
countries in war, being mixed with images of the Islamist atrocities, causes
what psychoanalysis calls a “return of the repressed™: suddenly, the problems
inherent to globalization and to the 2008 crisis find a perfect solution. The crowd
found its new scapegoat, which permits avoiding looking too closely at the true

responsibilities in the current economical, social and structural circumstances.

Conclusion: A minority policy

In conclusion, | would like to highlight the fact that the transfer of principles
from one scapegoat to another follows the same political process. Whatever the
reason or the motive, the vilifying of a category of the population as a whole by
another simply falls under the “witch-hunt” label. However, the fact that cultural
works turn these witch-hunts into narratives supports the transformation of
such human beings into monsters. This turns out to be a double-edged sword.
On one hand, therisk is great, as was the case during the 30-40s that the non-
human character of the people affected by these attacks is reinforced in some
people’s imaginations. On the other hand, as Aristotle defines it in his book
on poetics, these images can allow a form of cathartic transformation of the
anxieties undergone by the spectators in their daily lives. However, we must
emphasize that the transition to artistic creativity that transforms the anguish of
the “collective memory” of a country using visually identifiable monstrous figure
is not necessarily done either consciously or directly. Despite this, however, |
hope | have managed to show that if we study these creative narratives and
visual symbolisms the resemblance is undeniably striking.

Nevertheless, an overly precise identification of the human characteristics

of the monsters projected on the spectators’ mental screens might increase a
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risk of victimization by a crowd that, by definition, has no means of objective
reflection.

Thus, as René Girard recalls in his book:

Those who make up the crowd are always potential persecutors, for they
dream of purging the community of the impure elements that corrupt
it, the traitors who undermine it. The crowd’s act of becoming a crowd is
the same as the obscure call to assemble and mobilize [...]. (Girard, 1986,
p. 16)

He further writes, while speaking of the most frequent scapegoat emissaries

of these witch-hunts:

In addition to cultural and religious there are purely physical criteria.
Sickness, madness, genetic deformities, accidental injuries, and even

disabilities in general tend to polarize persecutors. (Girard, 1986, p. 18)

The philosopher further completes the picture by pointing out as follow:

Abnormality need not only be physical. In any area of existence or
behavior abnormality may function as the criterion for selecting those to
be persecuted. For example there is such a thing as social abnormality;
here the average defines the norm. The further one is from normal social
status of whatever kind, the greater the risk of persecution. (Girard, 1986,
p. 18)

|//

It is imperative to clarify that the term “abnormal” employed by Girard
comprises neither form of moral judgment nor contempt, since it only intends to
emphasize that scapegoats are often chosen based on the many cultural a priori

of what “normal” means in the etymological sense of the term.* In other words,
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“abnormal” covers all social groups assigned as political minority communities,

by another social group that claims to be the “majority party.” Thus, at different

times and in different cultures, women are considered as a “social abnormality”

vis-a-vis men, Jews or Muslims are considered as “abnormal” for others, the

“LGBTQ community” is considered as “socially abnormal” against heterosexuality,
erected as “hetero-normativity.”

In short, it is important to think circumspectly when a group is transformed
into a whole “community,” and is held responsible for all the evils of a country
by another group. We can almost be certain that such a group is actually not
the main cause of the difficulties and that its eradication will definitely not turn
things back to the “normal” state expected by the crowd. Finally, this is also why
Humanities, working at the source of myths, symbols and cultural conventions
- too often called “root” or “tradition” — are significant at the highest level for the
analysis of contemporary events. Indeed, they help to unveil the unconscious
returns “of the repressed” that attempt to hide themselves under new masks, or
that claim to renew a Nation’s imagination too often haunted by an undigested

history, be it religious/racial “minorities” or the sexist/LGBTQ discriminations.



Footnotes

' As William Barnes explains in an online chronical of the TV Series: “the Arabic spoken
between Dalton and the vampire guard was not Egyptian colloquial, but rather
grammatically perfect Modern Standard Arabic (MSA). To a native speaker’s ears, this
would be the equivalent of an American and Brit communicating in Shakespearean
English.” See: Barnes, 2014, July 9.

2 Quoted in Wistrich 1985, p. 59.

3 In his essay Moses and Monotheism 1939 [1934-38], Freud suggests the unchanging
nature of the repressed as follows: “What is forgotten is not extinguished but only
‘repressed’; its memory-traces are present in all their freshness, but isolated by
‘anticathexes’.... they are unconscious - inaccessible to consciousness...” (Freud, 1939,
p. 94). In his online encyclopedia article on the subject, Jean-Francois Rabain further
explains that: “The repressed returns, but often remains unrecognizable.” See : Rabain
October 26, 2016, http://www.encyclopedia.com.

4 Normalis issued from Latin norma “carpenter's square, rule, pattern” (see : http://www.

dictionary.com/ browse/norm).
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The Allure of the Sirens in Greek Classical Literature
Yoshinori SANO

1 Introduction

The Sirens are liminal creatures. They live far out on the sea, at the outer edge
of the known world, where rarely sailors reach. Their physical feature, i. e. human
face on bird’s body, strengthens the liminality of their existence. Beautiful songs
come out from their mouth, so they belong to culture, but they can fly away in
the natural world.

There have been attempts to cover representations of the Sirens in Ancient
Greece, in literary works, vase paintings, grave sculptures and others under one
interpretation, for example as human souls of the deceased (Weicker, 1902) or as
benevolent fairies who welcome the souls of the deceased in the nether world
(Buschor, 1944). But Sirens, appropriately for liminal beings, slip out of such
comprehensive categorizations. Rachewiltz (1983, pp. 4-5) reasonably suggests
that it is better to recognize the difference among depictions and to inquire how

and why each author depicted the Sirens differently with particular emphasis.

Figure 1. Attic Red-figure Stamnos
(475-460 BCE) at British
Museum.

Retrieved from http://www.
britishmuseum.org/
collectionimages/AN00007/
ANO00007497_001_Ll.jpg
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The Sirens lure sailors. But their allure has been espressed with different
emphases in pictorial representations. A Greek vase painting (Figure 1) depicts
the Sirens singing from rocks above Odysseus’ head, while in Waterhouse’
painting (Figure 2) the Sirens surround Odysseus from close range, and their
ardent gaze seems to add to the charm of their song. In Draper’s painting (Figure

3), bodily charm is overtly emphasized.

Figure 2. J. W. Waterhouse “Ulysses and the Sirens” (1891) at National
Gallery of Victoria.

Retrieved from http://content.ngv.vic.gov.au/col-images/api/
EPUB000727/1280

In the extent ancient Greek texts, longer depictions of the Sirens can be
found in Homer's Odyssey (book 12), Plato’s Republic (book 10) and Apollonius’
Argonautica (book 4).! In this paper, | will try to elucidate what are notable
features in different depictions of the Sirens, and explore what might be the

reason for choosing these features in each text.
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Figure 3. H. J. Draper, “Ulysses and the Sirens” (1909) at Ferens Art
Gallery.

Retrieved from https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/a/a3/Draper_Herbert_James_Ulysses_and_the_
Sirens.jpg

2 Homer’s Odyssey
Odysseus plugs the ears of his companions and let them bind himself on the
mast of his ship, as Circe advised him. As Odysseus’ ship draws near the island of

the Sirens, their song reaches the ears of Odysseus:

Come hither on your way, renowned Odysseus, great glory of the
Achaeans; stop your ship that you may listen to the voice of us two. For
never yet has any man rowed past the island in his black ship until he has
heard the sweet voice from our lips: instead, he has joy of it, and goes his
way a wiser man. For we know all the toils that in wide Troy the Argives

and Trojans endured through the will of the gods, and we know all things
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that come to pass upon the fruitful earth. (12. 184-191, translated by

Dimock)

Hearing this, Odysseus desires to listen more, and signs with his eyes to his
companions to untie him. The companions bind Odysseus tighter as previously
arranged. Thus Odysseus and his crew safely pass the Sirens and avoid death.

It is notable that the content of the song, rather than the beauty of the voice,
is overtly emphasized (Heubeck & Hekstra, 1989, p. 128). The Sirens know the
toils of the Argives (i. e. the Greeks) and the Trojans in the Trojan war. Odysseus
was a participant in that war, and is moved by hearing his past experience. One
may recall that when Demodocus the bard sings of the quarrel between Achilles
and Odysseus during the war, Odysseus sheds tears (Odyssey 8. 73-94), and that
Odysseus requests the same bard to sing of the famous strategy of the Trojan
Horse, and hearing the song Odysseus again sheds tears (Odyssey 8. 485-536).

The song of the Sirens appeals not only to Odysseus’ personal experience.
They claim that they know all that happen on earth. In this connection, one
should recall that Odysseus is a man of inquisitiveness. This aspect of Odysseus

is clearly set out at the very beginning of the Odyssey:

Tell me, Muse, of the man of many devices, driven far astray after he had
sacked the sacred citadel of Troy. Many were the men whose cities he saw
and whose minds he learned, and many the woes he suffered in his heart

upon the sea. (1. 1-4, translated by Dimock)

The song of the Sirens, as represented in the Odyssey, appeals to Odysseus’

strong desire for knowledge.

3 Plato’s Republic
Socrates and his interlocutors discuss on justice and its implication for life in

great length. At the end of the long discussion, Socrates tells a curious story
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about the punishment and rewards after death. He claims that his story was
reported by a man called Er, a Pamphylian, who was once killed in a battle, saw
the world after death, and came back to life. This story includes an account of
the structure of the orbits of celestial bodies, where the Sirens feature. There is
a vertical column of light in the shape of a spindle at the center of the universe,
and this spindle is encircled by eight orbits, respectively of fixed stars, Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, Venus, Sun, and Moon. The Sirens stand one each on

these orbits:

And the spindle turned on the knees of Necessity, and up above on each
of the rims of the circles a Siren stood, borne around in its revolution
and uttering one sound, one note, and from all the eight there was the
concord of a single harmony. And there were other three who sat round
about at equal intervals, each one on her throne, the Fates, daughters
of Necessity, clad in white vestments with filleted heads, Lachesis, and
Clotho, and Atropos, who sang in unison with the music of the Sirens,
Lachesis singing the things that were, Clotho the things that are, and
Atropos the things that are to be. (617b-c, translated by Shorey)

Eight Sirens together sing one note, in harmony with the tree goddesses of
fate. The contents of this cosmic song are the past, the present, and the future.
It has been pointed out that the Pythagorean idea of the Cosmic Harmony (or
‘Music of the Spheres’) is reflected in this passage (Adam, 1963, p. 452).

There was no such representation of the Sirens before. Why did Plato choose
to set the Sirens on the celestial orbits and make them sing the Cosmic Harmony?
Perhaps the Sirens were thought to be appropriate for moving through the
space on the orbits because they were winged. Also perhaps they were thought
to be appropriate to sing the Cosmic Harmony because they sing beautifully.
Another notable feature about this representation is that the Sirens participate

in singing of the past, the present, and the future. This may be seen as an
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extension of the Odyssean Sirens’ claim that they “know all things that come
to pass upon the fruitful earth.” The influence of the Homeric epics on Plato’s
Republic is easy to see from numerous quotations from both the /liad and the
Odyssey in this philosophical dialogue, especially in book 2 and 3. Moreover, the
influence from the Odyssey is obvious in the story of Er itself, in which Odysseus’
soul in the afterlife is mentioned together with his toils and desire for fame in
the previous life (620¢-d). This account of the previous life of Odysseus not only
roughly corresponds to his life represented in the Odyssey, but it also seems to
be an echo of the Sirens’ words to him cited above, in which they accost him as
“renowned Odysseus,” and mention the sufferings endured by the Greeks and
the Trojans.

The story of Er is told by Socrates in order to show that one who lived a
righteous life will get a reward of bliss and one who lived a wicked life will get a
severe punishment in the afterlife. It should be noted that the Cosmic Harmony
which the Sirens are singing together with the Fates in this story gives an
appropriate finale to the long philosophical discussion through the Republic in
quest for the justice: The justice of the soul is defined as the harmony among
three parts of the soul (logical part, spirited part, appetitive part), thus the

Cosmic Harmony indicates the ideal goal for human souls.

4 Apollonius’ Argonautica

Apollonius Rhodius was a learned epic poet of 3™ century BCE. His Argonau-
tica, which narrates a great adventure of the Argonauts, i. e. the crew of the
magical ship, Argo, from the Greek mainland to the eastern end of the Black
Sea, is full of allusions to the Odyssey. On the way back from the Black Sea, they
navigate near the island where the Sirens live. The Sirens notice the Argonauts

approaching:

Always on the lookout from their vantage point with its fine harbor, they

often indeed robbed many men of their sweet homecoming, wasting
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them away through languor. And so with no hesitation, for these men
as well, they were sending forth the delicate voice from their mouths.
Already they were about to cast the cables from their ship onto the beach,
had not Thracian Orpheus, Oeagrus’ son, strung his Bistonian lyre in his
hands and rung out the rapid beat of a lively song, so that at the same
time the men’s ears might ring with the sound of his strumming, and the

lyre overpowered their virgin voices. (4. 900-909, translated by Race)

The adjective attached to the voice of the Sirens is leirios (“lily-like”, translated
“delicate” by Race in the quotation above). A similar adjective leirioeis meaning
“lily-like" is attached to the voice of the Muses at Hesiod's Theogony 903. Enticed
by this unusually beautiful voice, the Argonauts immediately began to prepare
for mooring the ship to the Sirens’ island. Although the intervention of Orpheus
saves most of the companions, Butes jumps into the sea, allured by the Sirens.

Thus the Sirens’ allure of the exceptionally beautiful voice is emphasized, but
there is no reference to the content of their song. This is curious, considering that
the content of the song of the Sirens, i. e. their knowledge, is overtly emphasized
in the Odyssey, as examined above, and Argonautica is full of allusions to the
Odyssey. In fact, the utterance of the Sirens in the Odyssey (12. 184-191, especially
189-191) quoted above is imitated elsewhere in the Argonautica, in the words
spoken by the guardians of Libya (4. 1319-21, cf. Thalmann, 2011, p. 80).

In the Odyssey, Odysseus has been informed by Circe of the danger of the
Sirens, and has put wax on his companions’ ears before he approaches the island
of the Sirens. In the Argonautica, on the contrary, the Argonauts have not been
warned of the danger.2 As soon as Orpheus notices the first sign of the effect of
the Sirens’ song by quick judgment, he obstructed their song by the sound of
his lyre with rapid and strong beats. In the description above, Orpheus may be
singing, but the sound of the lyre is definitely the center of attention (Hunter,
2015, pp.207-8). The strong effect of the “rapid beat” produced by the lyre is
greatly emphasized (Vian, 1981, p.179). The last sentence of the above quoted
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passage gives an image of the singing voice of the Sirens and the sound of
Orpheus’ lyre are wrestling on the arena of the Argonauts’ ears.?

Orpheus is excellent both in song and lyre. In the Argonautica, there are
passages where Orpheus is represented principally as an excellent singer. When
Orpheus is introduced for the first time, he is said to have charmed rocks, rivers
and oak trees (1. 23-31). When a quarrel was about to happen between Idmon
and Idas, Orpheus sings how the earth, the sky and the sea were separated,
how mountains arose, how rivers appeared, and how the rulers among the
gods shifted and eventually Zeus became the ruler. This song charms the
Argonauts and the quarrel ceased (1. 494-515). There are other passages where
the sound of his lyre is the center of attention. After the boxing match of
Polydeuces and Amycus and its aftermath, the Argonauts sing a praise of the
victor Polydeuces accompanied by Orpheus’ lyre (2. 159-163). At Sthenelus’
tomb, Orpheus dedicates his lyre, after which this place is called Lyra (2. 928-9).
At the marriage ceremony of Jason and Medea, the Argonauts sing a wedding
song accompanied by Orpheus’ lyre (4. 1159-1160). In the contest between the
Sirens and Orpheus, Apollonius chose to focus on Orpheus’ lyre, rather than his
song. Perhaps, the pure beauty of the Sirens’ voice, rather than the allure of the
content of their song may be thought appropriate for the nature of this match.
This offers a variation to the representation of the Sirens in the Odyssey.

It should also be noted that there are some passages where Orpheus acts as
a wise advisor.* Once he recognizes a divine portent and says an appropriate
prayer.® Similarly the quick judgment of Orpheus saves other Argonauts from the
allure of the beautiful singing voice of the Sirens. Thus the way the Sirens’ song
is represented in this scene contributes also to the characterization of Orpheus

as a hero of wise judgment in the Argonautica.

5 Conclusion
As the above brief examination reveals, the allure of the Sirens have been

represented differently, and the distinct emphasis in each representation
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corresponds to those who are confronted with the Sirens. The Sirens in the
Odyssey reflects Odysseus’ quest for knowledge. The Sirens in Plato’s Republic
points to the ideal harmony which human soul should aspire to. Apollonius
represented his Sirens with conscious variation from the Odyssean ones, and
they shed light on one aspect of Orpheus’ characterization. The evasiveness of
the Sirens who elude one all-inclusive definition may be seen as facilitating this

flexibility in the representation of the nature of their allure.



58

Footnotes

1

4

5

Other mentions of the Sirens include [Hesiod] Catalogue of Women fragments 28 and
150 MW, Alcman fragments 1 and 30 PMGF, Pindar, Partheneion 2, Euripides, Helen
167-178, Sophocles fragments 852 and 861 TrGF, and Plato, Cratylus 403d-e.

The Argonauts are warned about Planctae “the Wandering Rocks,” but not about the
Sirens (4. 856-884).

The verb translated by Race as ‘overpowed’ is ebiésato (< biaomai ‘to force’ derived
from the noun bia ‘force, violence’). The rivalry in music between the Sirens and
Orpheus may be enhanced by their genealogical background stated in Apollonius’
Argonautica. The Sirens’ mother is Terpsichore, one of the Muses (4. 895-6), while
Orpheus is said to be a son of Calliope (1. 24-5). Thus both of them are children of
Muses.

1.915-8, 1134-8, 2.684-693, 4. 1547-1561.

4.1409-1421.
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DHEZTDEDZE/B D TWERL,
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The Kawaii Survival Strategy for Middle-aged Men:
Men'’s Aging from the Perspective of Feminist Gerontology
Kako NAKAYAMA

This paper discusses aged mens’ employment of kawaii discourse from the
perspective of feminist gerontology.

First, the function of kawaii discourse is examined in the context of the
Japanese society, based on previous research. Throughout the analysis, this
paper points out that the effects of kawaii discourse place the “kawaii person”
in a subordinate position within society, reinforcing the power relationship
between dominant/powerful and submissive/powerless. This dominant/
powerful-submissive/powerless relationship does not exclude other binary
relations, notably the relationship between young and old. While previous
studies analyzed gender relationships by positioning women on the kawaii side,
my study focuses on the process of men employing kawaii practices.

By examining representations of the Ojisan (middle-aged man) in magazines
and on the Internet, this paper clarifies how men become marginalized from
the male homosocial relationship of the dominant class as they age. Moreover,
this paper examines how the function of kawaii discourse toward aged men
redefines their age in a positive manner, while denying aging itself. Through this
examination, this paper concludes that men can overcome the negative aspects

of ageing by interjecting kawaii discourse.

Keywords:
Kawaii discourse, Aging, Masculinity, Feminist cultural gerontology,

Constructive ageing
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Moral War: Moral Governance and Tongzhi Activism in China
Lifu GUO

1 Introduction

Social organizations, the alternative of Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and a form of social movements, in the People’s Republic of China
have often been considered weak or ineffective under the Communist Party of
China’s (CPC) authoritarian rule (Hildebrandt, 2013). This conclusion is not hard
to reach given the 1989 Tian'anmen Incident where collective actions calling for
democratization ended in bloodshed after the CPC authorities’ intervention.
The term Minyun [EGIZ] refers to grassroots collective actions and movements,
including pro-democracy movements (Minzhu Yundong [EEZEI=51]) and civil
movements (Minjian Yundong [R[8iz5/]). The Tian'anmen Incident marked a
turning point in the development of social movements in mainland China. The
Minyun actors have since then been defined by the authorities as potential anti-
Communist actors. Thereafter, social organizations were stripped of autonomy
through the implementation of a restrictive registration system which requires
all social organizations to register under official institutions of the CPC — in
other words, to expose themselves under total surveillance.

However, scholars like Li Yanyan (2012) have disputed the depiction of Chinese
social organizations being ineffective in affecting the official, claiming that even
under the oppressive Chinese government, social organizations can still gain
political space and even official support through strategic cooperation with the
government.

Chinese social organizations are indeed heading into an era of proliferation
after 2011. As mentioned above, Chinese social organizations are required to
complete civil registration in the Ministry of Civil Affairs (MCA) for legitimacy
and access to resources. According to MCA, the number of registered social
organizations doubled in 2011, from approximately 450,000 to 700,000 (The
Ministry of Civil Affairs, 2010-2016). This change was promoted and backed by
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the proposal of a new governing strategy: Social Governance [t <i&818] which
proposes to decentralize the government’s power. Specifically, “activating
social organizations” was defined in the 3rd Plenary Session of the 18th CPC
Central Committee—where issues regarding Social Governance reform were
discussed—as one of the central targets of the reform (Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party, 2013a). For Chinese social organizations, this proposal
eased the hurdle of legal registration, improving access to official resources, and
welcoming them into the political institution led by the CPC.

Nevertheless, not all social organizations benefit from this change. In 2014, a
lesbian and gay organization named Hunan With Love [{$iEEZ MEMEN
] submitted its application for civil registration to the local MCA office. After
15 days, the organization was replied that “...Social organizations should not
violate widely-shared moral ethics. Since homosexuality contradicts traditional
culture, socialist culture and the ethics of our country, the application is denied.”

The public and official attitude toward non-normative sexualities has changed
from the late 1970s (the Economic Reform), especially after 1989.2 Tong-xing-
lian [[E47%], meaning homosexuality, has grown to be the most visible among
all non-normative sexualities in China after late '70s. Li Yinhe, one of the first
batch of mainland Chinese sociologists who devoted in the study of sexuality,
conducted a research on discourses regarding sexuality posted on The People’s
Daily [NERB#&]- the CPC's official newspaper for ideological propaganda
— from 1949 to 2014. She argues that discourses regarding non-normative
sexualities—mostly gay and lesbian—have changed from being utilized as
instrument for ideological propaganda against the “West” to the indicator of
human rights protection (Li, 2014).

Gender and sexuality social movements have also seen proliferation within the
same era. The term Tongzhi [[E&], meaning “comrade”, was a term of address
used by the Party members to refer to respected individuals, has since been
re-appropriated, referring to those who do not identify as heterosexual. Such

re-appropriation was firstly seen in a batch of overseas Hong Kong students who
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identified themselves as non-heterosexual in the US in the 1970s; they chose
the term Tongzhi to distance themselves both from the US lesbian and gay
movement and from mainstream Hong Kong society where anything from China
was considered backward (Qi, 2013). The ‘89 Hong Kong Lesbian and Gay Film
Festival firstly brought this appropriation to mainland China. This term, which
referred to lesbian and gays in the 1990s, has been widened to include bisexual,
transgender and other non-normative sexualities, with the proliferation of LGBT
politics and queer activism on a global scale after the late 2000s (Guo, in press).
In this paper, | use the term Tongzhi to refer to Chinese LGBTQ identities.

The legitimacy enjoyed by Tongzhi organizations lasted only during their
co-operation with the government on the AIDs issues (Hildebrandt, 2013). At
present, they are continually denied civil registration for being contradictory to
widely-shared moral ethics. Susan Mann (2011=2015) traced the history of China
from the lens of gender and sexuality, argued that although significant changes
of sexual moral values had been seen especially after the May Fourth movement,
the oppressive traditional values have been constantly reiterated to exclude
non-normative sexualities, as well as limiting women’s agency. Communist
Party-led China was founded on an ideological basis seeking to liberalize the
poor and to challenge the feudalistic capitalistic structure. However, despite the
official attitude toward the alleged traditional feudal values and their explicit
criticism of such, the same values are appropriated, and cited in the Party’s favor
to exclude non-normative sexualities in the name of maintaining social stability.

In fact, China has put in place strong management over sexuality since
1949. The “one child policy” is one of the most illustrative. It explicitly opposes
reproductive rights and sexual self-determination. Therefore, it is obvious that
the Chinese government’s exclusion of Tongzhi organizations derives from the
destructive potential of Tongzhi to contest pervasive heteronormativity which
sustains the status quo. However, such a conclusion does not provide a sufficient
picture on the extent of exclusion faced by Tongzhi organizations.

Therefore, how can Tongzhi activism be located within China’s history of social
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movements, where Minyun (both pro-democracy and civil) movements have
been dealt with cautiously? How are Tongzhi organizations excluded from the
institution of Social Governance by the discourses of “(traditional) moral ethics?”

Methodology

To answer these questions, | firstly analyze governmental documents—Ilaws,
regulations, administrative guidelines and notices—regarding registration
of social organizations to shed light on the official attitude towards social
organizations. Pro-democracy activists’ personal and organizational blogs
were reviewed to clarify the strategies of the (overseas) Minyun. The articles
are collected from China News Digest, Hua Xia Wen Zhai [#¢E 3 #&] and the
Independent Review where (overseas) Minyun activists have been the most
involved.

Regarding Tongzhi activism, | conducted fieldwork and 20 semi-structural
interviews. As for the fieldwork, | chose the first and one of the biggest
Tongzhi community centers in China: the Beijing LGBT Center [JtZREEH
1. The fieldwork lasted a total of two months in March and September 2016
respectively. Access to the field was provided by the current Center Director who
preferred to be addressed by her pseudonym Xiao Tie [7)\#]. Data collected
during fieldwork included photographs, field notes and recordings of meetings
conducted and disclosed under the consent of my informants. Interviews were
conducted with all five of the core staff of the Center, four out of five founders
of the Center, five volunteers who frequently participated in the events of the
Center during my fieldwork out of 300, and six activists who were introduced by
Xiao Tie. All interviews were conducted in Mandarin. The citations used in this
paper have been translated to English by the author.

In the first section, | analyze the CPC's regulations on social organizations and
the discourse of Social Governance. In the second section, | trace the origin of
the CPC’s focus on patriotism by reviewing the relationship between Minyun
(pro-democracy and civil movement) and CPC power. Section 3 brings Tongzhi

activism into the binary opposition of Minyun versus the State. In section 4, |
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dive into local Tongzhi activist sites, investigating their activist strategies within
the frameworks of “moral ethics” discourse and the binary opposition between

Minyun and the State, following which | conclude in section 5.

2 Patriotism as Moral Ethics

This section attempts to define the institutional ground on which the
discourse of “moral ethics” is based. | argue that the moral ethics CPC adopts
in social organizations governance may also imply the preservation of the State
power.

In the 18th National People’s Congress (NPC) meeting held in 2012, CPC
authorities proposed Social Governance which was described by CPC academics
as “the most significant policy shift after the launch of the Economic Reform”
(Xie, 2016; Wang, 2014). For the implementation of Social Governance, the
meeting proposed a combined strategy of Fazhi [;£i&] (Law Governance) and
Dezhi [&78] (Moral Governance).? Fazhi strengthens and promotes a series of
judicial system reforms, including a change of regulations to lower the barriers to
civil registration faced by social organizations. In the proposal of Dezhi, the CPC
announced a number of values to which the modern Chinese citizens should
conform. These values were named “the Socialist Core Values.” They are:

To be rich and powerful, to be democratic, to be civilized, to stay
peaceful with others; to advocate freedom, equality, justice and the rule
of law; to be patriotic, to be dedicated to one’s own career, to be honest,
and to be friendly. (Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party,
2013b)

The values can be roughly sorted into two categories: a) values that require
people to use economic benefits properly; and b) values that require people
to submit to the CPC’s authority and continued rule. Although no reference
to traditional culture or family structure is mentioned in these values, the
references to “socialist culture” and “ethics of our country” such as “to advocate

freedom, equality, justice and the rule of law” and “Patriotism” were emphasized.



In the Regulations on Registration Administration of Social Organizations
enacted in 1989, the same year when Tian'anmen Incident took place, the State
Council clearly stated the standards guiding official registration and refusal
thereof:

Article 4. Social organizations shall abide by the Constitution,
laws, regulations and policies of the State ... may not endanger the
reunification and security of the country or the unity of the nationalities
... .and may not breach social ethics and morality. (The State Council,
1989)

“Social ethics and morality” is juxtaposed with patriotism in the above article
that hasn’t been changed after two amendments in 1998 and 2016 respectively.

According to the CPC, the State refers not only to the nation, but also the
leadership of the CPC. Zhao Ziyang [#X£XBH], the CPC Chairman from 1981 to
1989, advocated in the 13th NPC meeting held in 1987 that the whole party and
the State should stay firmly with the principles of “One central task and two basic
points [— AL, FIPNEZR]” which centers around the principle to firmly
pledge allegiance to the leadership of the CPC (Deng, 1979, March 30). In the 15th
NPC meeting held in 1997, the principle was elevated as the foundation of the
State. Clearly, the CPC intends to blur the boundary between the State and the
Party, creating a State-Party ruling continuum. In this sense, the socialist moral
ethics which center around the value of Patriotism, both to the State and the
Party, were invented in the power’s favor to maintain the status quo (Hobsbawm,
1983).4

Therefore, it is possible that the denial of registration in the name of moral
ethics may indicate not only the social organization’s non-conformity with the
re-vitalized traditional values, but also because it goes against the State’s views
on patriotism. In other words, the CPC’s fear of replacement is the specter that
lurks behind denials of social organizations after 1989. How, then, are social

organizations linked to the possibility of demolishing the State/Party?
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3 The Moral War

This section traces the origin of the tension between the CPC authorities and
social organizations, analyzing how the discourse of “moral ethics” was adopted
by pro-democracy activists in their criticism against the CPC, and how same
discourse has been used by the authorities.

The CPC's cautious attitude toward social organizations can be traced
back to the eruption of Minyun in 1989. The chaotic Cultural Revolution was
officially ended after the launch of Economic Reform in 1978.% It marshaled
the combination of the socialist political institution and neoliberal capitalist
market economy, leading to the emergence of a new social class of “bureau-
preneurs’—a term which refers to bureaucrats who gain economic benefits
by controlling local, state-hold entrepreneurs (Li, 2000). The accumulation
of economic and political power into a specific social class caused serious
problems of corruption and widespread criticism from society. The CPC’s
attitude toward such criticism during the earlier stages of Economic Reform
was neutral. For example, The Minyun in 1979 actually gathered and united
various social actors under the flag of Democracy, Freedom and Human Rights,
inspiring the establishment of the Democracy Wall—where people can post any
criticism of the governors and institution—in Beijing with the CPC's approval.®
However, as the corruption within the CPC worsened, criticisms became acute,
then developed into street demonstrations, and finally ended with the bloody
oppression known as the ‘89 Tian'anmen Incident (Zhao, 2011). The activists and
key persons of the ‘79 and ‘89 Minyun were either put into prison for “inciting
subversion of the State” or expelled from the mainland.”

Nevertheless, the government’s wiping out of Minyun energy didn’t stop
criticism of the CPC's one-party rule. Those Minyun activists who escaped
China connected with foreign media and forged a new wave of Minyun known
amongst activists as overseas Minyun.® One of the strategies of overseas Minyun
is founding opposing parties outside of mainland China. For example, the China

Democratic Party founded in the US in 1998, and the China Social Democratic
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Party founded in the US in 2007.

Another more widely adopted strategy is to take up the discourse of “moral
ethics”"—in the purpose of inciting the public—in criticisms against the CPC.
After the 2000s, with the deepening of Economic Reform and the accumulation
of power, local giant companies—usually backed by local governments—were
exposed violating moral ethics and human rights. For example, the tainted milk
scandal in 2008; and the school unlawful charges disclosed after the 2010s. Such
problems are regarded and defined as “moral depravity” by Minyun activists.’
China News Digest (CND), founded on 8th March 1989 in the US, was a mailing
system run by four Chinese overseas science students in the US and Canada
which later evolved into a web magazine named Hua Xia Wen Zhai [f¢E X
8] (HXW2Z) in 1991.° On 27th July 2011, HXWZ posted an article named “The
Communist Party of China Should be Fully Responsible for the Moral Depravity
in Chinese Society.” Mei Li, the author of the article, wrote as following:

The moral depravity should first be attributed to the bureaucrats and
their corrupting behaviors. In China, one of the most popular saying is “no
bureaucrat is not corrupted.” The trading of job positions in government
for money has become almost a tacit rule ... (Mei, 2011, July 27)"

Similar arguments can be found in articles posted by opposing parties. Liu
Guokai [XJEH]], the founder of the Chinese Social Democratic Party and a
veteran Minyun activist who was defined as anti-revolutionary in 1977, and was
interrogated for joining the 1979 Guangzhou Minyun, wrote as follows:

The corruption of CPC bureaucrats has affected the whole Chinese
society and resulted in a grim fact of moral depravity. How does the CPC
regard such a situation? First, there is a little the CPC can do to change
the situation since this is what the CPC itself has created. As the CPC s the
root of moral depravity in society, how can the people trust such party to
change the situation? Second, some of the CPC figures might even want
to stay with the situation, because if the whole society was corrupted, the

CPC’s corruption would not stand out. If the whole nation is busy chasing
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money and economic benefits, the people would forget about social
justice and philanthropy, and thus commit to the political system the CPC
has created, which is what the CPC planned for. (Liu, n.d.)"

Liu emphasized on “chasing money and economic benefits”. In this sense, he
links moral depravity with blindly pursuing economic benefits, especially for
bureaucrats. He expressed worry that such behaviors may lower the importance
of social justice and philanthropy. In other words, Liu tries to say that as
bureaucrats, CPC officials should concentrate on social justice and philanthropy
instead of economic gain.

However, both discourses of social justice and philanthropy appear to be
aphasiac facing CPC’s launch of Social Governance and the focus on Dezhi
(Moral Governance). After Xi Jinping [ZJIT3] was elected chairman of the CPC
in 2012, a series of anti-corruption campaigns were launched. According to Zhu
(2016), these campaigns call on the public to disclose CPC bureaucrats’ corrupt
behaviors. By severely punishing the involved bureaucrats, the CPC showcases
its legitimacy as the morally correct ruler, and proves to the public that it is the
guarantor of social justice and philanthropy.

Although it is hard to prove that the CPC’s launching of Dezhi is a response
to the overseas Minyun'’s criticism, the fact that the CPC strengthened its own
anti-corruption campaign after 2010s render critiques based on the discourse of
“social justice” and “philanthropy” powerless. A structure of “Moral War” where
actors involved adopt the discourses of “moral ethics” in disputes over political

legitimacy was then set up.

4 Close-but-Far Relation between Minyun and Tongzhi Activism

In this section, | investigate how Tongzhi activism can be posited within
the strucutre of Moral War between Minyun and the CPC authorities. In
his sociological study of Chinese social organizations, Hildebrandt (2013)
proposes that economic opportunities, political opportunities and personal

opportunities are the three major factors affecting the relationship between
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social organizations and the governments. In his framework, economic
opportunities refer to the opportunities in which social organizations and
the local governments can cooperate to gain financial resources; political
opportunities refer to the opportunities through which the organizations and
local governments can enjoy the security of political legitimacy and authority;
personal opportunities refer to the opportunities through which personal
relationships between organization leaders and local government officials may
be crucial in gaining both the economic and political resources. Hildebrandt
argues that these three opportunities intersect with each other, making the
survival and viability of Chinese social organizations multilateral (ibid.). His
focus on personal opportunities is very useful in understanding the situation of
Chinese social organizations.

The linkage between Tongzhi activism and Minyun was forged through
the AIDs crisis in the 1990s. On a global scale, the AIDs crisis was crucial in the
development of gay activism, as the disease has always been associated with
gay communities. The AIDs crisis also contributed to the high visibility of gay and
lesbian identity, but unlike the queer solidarity formed during the AIDs crisis in
the U.S., the AIDs crisis in China catalyzed the division between gay and lesbian
activism. The division can be traced back to the gay organizations’ dominant
occupation of movement resources.

Instead of contributing to the solidarity between gay and lesbian activism, the
AIDs crisis served as the connection between gay activism and Minyun. Before
the first report of HIV infection in China, the virus was regarded as imported
by CPC authorities (Li, 2014). In the 1980s, China depended on imported blood
products, but after the discovery of the first domestic AIDs patient, the Chinese
government decided to develop its own blood bank by promoting paid blood
donation, which soon developed into the Plasma Economy in the 1990s (Shen,
Liu, Han and Zhang, 2004).

During that time, the economic gap between inland provinces and coastal

regions was significant (Ako, 2009). The trade of plasma became a chance by
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which inland provincial officials could showcase their governing capabilities and
ability to inspire the local economy. However, given the lack of knowledge and
medical support, impoverished provinces like Henan, Guangxi, Guizhou, and
Sichuan saw villages of people infected by the virus from non-standard blood
collection, known widely as the AIDs villages.

Minyun, and local AIDs organizations, which later developed into Tongzhi
organizations, first joined their forces in the exposure of the Plasma Economy
to the global society. The violation of people’s health and human rights for the
CPC’s political survival and economic achievement provided the Minyun activists
a chance to wage a Moral War on the CPC. Furthermore, the tragic stories of
people in those villages, alongside their poverty-induced suffering, served as
efficient political tools for Minyun to incite the public and global society against
the CPC.®

Some organizations that later supported Tongzhi activism disclosed data
and information to international media. One of the most influential AIDs
organizations the Beijing Aizhixing Institute of Health Education (BAIHE) founded
in 1994 is one of those organizations. Its founder Wan Yanhai [J5%E;&] is crucial
in the connection between Minyun and Tongzhi activism. Born in 1963, Wan is
a veteran supporter and founder of various LGBTQ events and organizations,
including the Beijing Homosexual Film Festival [1tZRE4REEET5] in 2001,
which was later known as the Beijing Queer Film Festival [t 528 ) LEZRE]; he also
supported the founding of Common Language [[&1E] in 2005, which focuses on
lesbian, bisexual and transgender women issues; he is also one of the founders
of the Beijing LGBT Center.

On Semptember 4th, 2002, the Chinese-language website of Voice of America
reported the arrest of Wan. The report says:

Wan Yanhai, a Chinese AIDs activist who currently went missing, was
confirmed alive by his friend, Hu Jia. He admitted that Wan is very likely
to be arrested by the Department of National Security of China. He further

calls on the global society and media to put more pressure on the Chinese
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government for Wan'’s release.

The non-governmental organization the Beijing Aizhixing Institute of
Health Education Wan founded in 1994 exposed the list of HIV victims
in Henan Province during the chaotic Plasma Economy. His effort in
disclosing the information was respected by the United Nations and
the global society, but at the same time attracted attention from the
Department of National Security of China. Earlier this year, the employees
of his organization were arrested, and the organization was investigated.
Its official website was also shut down by the Beijing authorities last
month."

This report shows that the disclosure of information about the Plasma
Economy does not only involve the opposing Minyun activists, but also foreign
media and international organizations such as the UN, which directly affects the
CPC's image on the global political stage. Without the information disclosed by
BAIHE and Wan, overseas Minyun activists would not have had a chance to join
forces with overseas media and the UN on the issue of human rights violations
in AIDs villages. It makes Wan widely respected by overseas Minyun activists.
However, this respect and the linkage built also led to Wan's escape in 2010, after
attending the award ceremony for Liu Xiaobo's [XIJiifZ] Nobel Peace Prize.”s

Another case further complicates the seemingly close relationship between
Minyun and Tongzhi activism. Another key activist that connects Minyun and
Tongzhi activism is Li Dan [Z=f}] who was born in 1978. Li has also long focused
on the issue of AIDs villages, he established an AIDs orphanage in Shangqiu,
Henan province. Like Wan, He has also supported Chinese Tongzhi activism from
the early 2000s, and held a public space in Beijing where several screenings of
the Beijing Queer Film Festival took place. He received the Reebok Human Rights
Award in 2006.' As a celebration, Xu Zhiyong [{F7&5K] wrote Li Dan a public
letter which contains the following expressions:

... You (Li Dan) are devoted to fight against AIDs pandemic HIV/AIDs
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prevention, but Wang Dan, as a male homosexual, keeps spreading the
virus through his conduct of abnormal sexual behaviors among gay
people, turning more people into victims...” (Xu, 2006, May 26)

Xu is a Chinese civil rights activist and leading figure of the New Citizens’
Movement which serves as a networking system of Chinese civil movements;
he was sentenced to four years in prison for “gathering crowds and disrupting
public order” in 2014."® His letter might just be an anecdote in a sense, but in
another, it does manifest how Tongzhi issues are regarded by leading Minyun
figures through the using of the expression such as “abnormal” and “spreading
the virus”. As | stated, the main strategy of Minyun activists in the Moral War is
to incite the public by accusing the CPC of violations of moral ethics. To those
activists, in an era when Tongzhi issues were not widely accepted by the local
Chinese public as part of human rights issues, Tongzhi discourses served poorly
to incite moral accusations against the CPC.

Therefore, the close-but-far relationship with Minyun has placed Tongzhi
activism under the CPC’s surveillance that ultimately stems from its cautious

attitude toward Minyun, despite the lack of active coalition.

5 Moral Assimilation of Tongzhi Organizations

This section examines how the Moral War affected Tongzhi organizations. | will
draw on the data | collected from my fieldwork in the Beijing LGBT Center and
interviews with local Tongzhi activists.

The focus of the Tongzhi movement has changed from building connections
with global society in the 1990s to promoting institutionalization and legislation
after the 2010s (Guo, in press). For example, the leading Lala (lesbian, bisexual
and transgender women) organization Common Language participated in the
legislation of the Anti-Domestic Violence Law (2016), and successfully expanded
the law to cover “people who live together”. ' The Beijing LGBT Center has also
supported a lawsuit against psychological counseling center that advertised gay

conversion therapy. On 19 December 2014, the People’s Court of Haidian District
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in Beijing gave a judgement. The verdict states that:

. since homosexuality is not considered a mental disorder, the
advertisement and promise made by Chengdu Xinyu Piaoxiang
Psychological Consultation Center is fraudulent.” (Common Language,
2015, p.15)

It was marked the first direct official response on the issue of homosexuality.
After the court session, to show their respect and appreciation, activists gifted
the People’s Court a statue of justice.?® This gift intends to convince local officials
that Tongzhi organizations and communities appreciated the government’s
righteous judgment, and confirms the local People’s Court as the protector of
the rule of law.

While the gifting may unintentionally confirm the CPC’s legitimacy as the
correct ruler, the strategy must be understood within the local Chinese context
where a strong government significantly limits the autonomy and strategies of
social organizations. On March 20th, 2016, while working in the Beijing LGBT
Center, | received a phone call looking for the Center Director; Xiao Tie, the
director, told me it had been an investigator from the Department of National
Security who wanted to speak with her while refusing to enter the office.?' Such
intervention is constant, especially when the Center is involved in events backed
by the UN or foreign embassies.?? Therefore, it is necessary to evade all forms
of overseas intervention in front of the government for Tongzhi organizations
to maintain political safety. However, re-confirming the CPC as the only
legitimate ruler by adhering to the value of Patriotism may risk placing Tongzhi
organizations as followers and advocators of the CPC regime, thus strengthening
and rationalizing the oppressive structure.

Furthermore, the widening distance between Tongzhi activism and Minyun
also contributes to the assimilationist strategy. This is manifested through the
personal relationships between current and former leaders. For example, the
current leader who has started working in the Center since 2013 stated that she

only well knew the former director with whom she has actually worked with;
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as for other former leaders since the center’s establishment in 2008, she barely
knew them in person; even about one of the founders Wan Yanhai, she has only
heard of the name.?

However, “moral assimilation” is indeed confronted by activists. There are
severe disputes over Tongzhi organizations’ moral assimilation, but the disputes
remain in the domain of traditional culture and family values. The Parents and
Friends of Lesbians And Gays China [FEIRI4INFERS] (PFLAG China) is at
the forefront of this dispute. PFLAG China is an organization founded in 2008.
It aims at advocating the friends and families of Tongzhi to create a friendly
environment in society.? One of the founders, Wu Youjian [2%]!%], is the first
mother who openly supported her gay son in public, which stirred heated
debate and largely raised the visibility of gays and lesbians since 2005. Wei Wei
(2015), a sociologist who attempted to map queer cultures from the perspectives
of urban spaces, popular culture, and social policies in modern China, argues
that:

PFLAG China’s strategy accurately grasped the changing trend
of modern Chinese family structures. Through recognizing and
accepting their children’s sexual orientation, parents in PFLAG reacted
to the challenge Chinese families face in this changing trend. To some
extent, the problems PFLAG China tries to solve are not only about
homosexuality, but also general problems faced by Chinese families
during rapid changes, which contributes to PFLAG China’s widely spread
reverberation in the society. (Wei, 2015, p.176)

It is necessary to admit that PFLAG China does contribute and bring up acute
issues of family values, but their strategies are still questioned. Guo Yujie [Z8E
&1, the legal representative of the Beijing LGBT Center wrote in her review of
Fan Popo’s film Rainbow Mama — a film that documented six mothers with
homosexual children with the cooperation of PFLAG China — that:

The simple motivation for mamas to participate in the activism is

that “you can’t criticize my child, my child is homosexual, so you can’t
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criticize homosexuality either.” Such maternal love is indeed great, but
it helps little in the demolishing of gender/sexuality hegemonies, family
structures, and the establishment of free and equal relationships. (Guo,
2013, October 3)

In response to Guo’s criticism, the leader of PFLAG China, A Qiang [[A]3&]
posted an article titled “Why is it Too Bad for Parents to Love their Children?” on
his personal blog, accusing Guo being too distant from activist reality.?

Numerous factors have contributed to the situation of Tongzhi activism after
the 2010s. Interpretations of “moral ethics” being merely cultural, and the history
of Minyun both contribute to the culture of de-politicization of Tongzhi activism,
which Wei (2015) defined as organizations avoiding direct confrontation with
power. Although it is necessary to question traditional culture and values that
are discriminatory against Tongzhi, to gain political space by adhering to the
value of Patriotism underwrites and strengthens the oppressive and exclusive

institution.

6 Conclusion

This paper focuses on the CPC's institutional exclusion against Tongzhi
organizations by utilizing the discourses of “moral ethics”. First, | argue that
the discourses of “moral ethics” is twofold—referring to not only traditional
culture but also Patriotism—through analyzing official documents. Second,
the concentration on Patriotism derives from the tension between the CPC and
Minyun, with whom Tongzhi organizations historically built a complex, close-
but-far relationship; this, in turn, provided further basis for the institutional
exclusion against Tongzhi besides traditional values. Third, | traced the
debate over “moral depravity” between the CPC and Minyun activists, naming
this debate a “Moral War”. Within this Moral War, on the one hand, Tongzhi
organizations are regarded as the accomplice of Minyun by the authorities; on
the other, they are regarded as non-helpful issues in waging the Moral War by

Minyun activists, which led to the Tongzhi organizations’ dominant focus on
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institutional survival and traditional cultures—a focus which further strengthens
the CPC's oppressive institution by adhering to the value of Patriotism.

Therefore, under Chinese authoritarian government, though strategic
conformity to the political institution brings activist issues into public discussion,
it also contributes to the maintenance of the authoritarian power. He (2016),
a Taiwanese scholar and activist who conducted extensive investigative
research of Taiwanese Tongzhi activism’s trend toward legislation, argues that
a predominant focus on legislation may extend state surveillance and control.
Although during the process of institutionalization, activists and organizations
are still in doubt regarding the political institution, the culture of depoliticization
(Wei, 2015) conceals such criticism against CPC's oppressive institution.

Unlike the queer solidarity formed during the AIDs crisis during the ‘80s in
the U.S.,, similar crises in China catalyzed the division between local gay and
lesbian activism through the unequal distribution of movement resources
(Toyama, 2015; Guo, in press). However, the Chinese AlDs crisis promoted links
between local gay activism and Minyun, which resulted further in a cautionary
attitude by the government toward Tongzhi activism. Studies conducted on
Chinese Tongzhi activism such as Hildebrandt (2013) and Engbresten (2015)
take the opposition between Tongzhi organizations and the government for
granted, depicting the government and its authoritarian rule as the ultimate
enemy of Tongzhi activism. Such arguments sustain dichotomies of oppressive
government and subversive social organizations, which may further rationalize
the CPC authorities’ oppression on social organizations to remove possible
contestation and protests against their legitimacy. Therefore, this paper calls for
careful investigations on activism under an authoritarian state.

Furthermore, as mentioned in the introduction of this paper, the launch of
Social Governance proposed a twofold governing strategy—the combination
of law governance and moral governance. Since there is a lack of independent
judicial system in China, to examine law governance and moral governance

separately may not be sufficient. However, Tongzhi organizations face a
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paradoxical situation where law governance grants them social participation in
institutions, yet moral governance defines them as potential moral dangers. The
ultimate focus of this paper is on the discourse of “moral ethics”. However, how
the discourse of moral ethics work in tandem with the discourse of “modernizing
the judicial system” which gradually eliminates trans/homophobic articles and

expressions in governmental documents still needs further examination.
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Footnotes

" R EIMEINB AT, R R BUT R S [Local Ministry of Civil Affairs is Sued for
Denying Registration of Homosexual Organization]. (2014, February 20).
Retrieved August 20, 2017, from BBC Chinese: http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/
china/2014/02/140220_hunan_gay_lawsuit

2 In 1997, the Hooliganism Law which criminalized male same sex behaviors has been
repealed. Self-concordant homosexuality has been removed from the 3rd Edition of
Chinese Classification of Mental Disorders (CCMD-3) in 2001.

In the English version of CPC's official documents, Fazhi is translated in to “rule of law”

w

in English while Dezhi is translated into “rule of virtue”. However, the concept of rule of
law only makes sense when a democratic political system of tripartite is secured. Given
the fact that Chinese political system is pervaded with rule of man, the translation into
rule of law may mislead to the imagination of a tripartite political system in China.

4 As Hobsbawm (1983) argued, traditions can be invented and coined to serve the aims
of those in power and to maintain such a status quo. The condition of sexuality in
China reflect a similar situation: on the one hand, discourses of sexualities are produced
along the development of modernization and technology, on the other, the traditions
are reframed and rationalized in the power’s favor to exclude non-normative sexual
subjects (Foucault, 1976=2016).

> The Cultural Revolution was a sociopolitical movement in China between 1966 and
1976. It was launched by then chairman of CPC Mao Zedong to preserve Communist
ideology and remove all forms of capitalist and feudalistic elements from the society. It
was later redefined as “a mistake made on the road to seek true Communist ideology”
by Deng Xiaoping after the launch of the Economic Reform in 1979.

¢ The democracy wall refers to the fence wall of the Xidan Stadium in 1978 and 1979
when people and activists posted “big lettered posters” to protest about the
political and social issues in China. Deng Xiaoping regarded the presence of the wall
as a “normal phenomenon and the evidence of a stable society” when he received
interview with American column writer Robert Novak in 1978. However, the wall and

activists who had written posters on the wall were banned and arrested in 1979.

~

Nee, W. (2015, June 4). China: Tiananmen’s legacy 26 years on, turning back the clock.

Retrieved August 20, 2017, from Amnesty International, Campaigns:
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2015/06/
tiananmens-legacy-26-years-on-turning-back-the-clock/

8Wei, ). (BRER4E). (2013, August 16). [TEIIEESMERIZ | [A brief review on overseas Minyun].
Retrieved August 20, 2017, from Radio Free Asia: http://www.rfa.org/mandarin/pinglun/
weijingsheng/weijingsheng-08162013144239.html

° The tainted milk scandal refers to the disclosure of giant milk companies using cheap
and non-standard material in the production of milk products, and the unlawful
charges in high schools mainly refer to the high price the schools charge the students
for lunches disclosed by local media and parents.

10 Hua Xia Wen Zhai. ((¢E 3Z#H). (2005, March 6). [— N2 E EHIAYE NS g =it
& FERIESK . CNDfEISE | [A media that born, grows and exists entirely in the virtual
space: A brief history of China News Digest]. Retrieved on August 10, 2017, from Hua Xia
Wen Zhai: http://my.cnd.org/modules/wfsection/article.php?articleid=9503

The original text is written in Chinese, the citation was translated into English by the
author.
2 The original text is written in Chinese, the citation was translated into English by the
author.

3 For example, Gao Yaojie [S125E

], an activist devoted in the issue of AIDs villages and
Plasma Economy, who is widely respected by overseas Minyun activists has published
a book with Mirror Books—one of the biggest and most influential overseas Minyun
publisher—disclosing the alleged “moral depravity” of the CPC and the society ruled
by the party: Gao Yaojie (S1&>E). (2015). TEIE2LIEHEERE S RN EREE .,
[Memories of Gao Yaojie: the persistence of a noble spirit]. Taiwan: The Mirror Books.

" H ISR E LR £ IR [Wan Yanhai is Arrested by Chinese Department of

National Security]. (2002, September 4). Citation translates by the author. Retrieved

August 18, 2017, from Voice of America Chinese: https://www.voachinese.com/a/a-

21-a-2002-09-04-8-1-63383882/993242.html

T ERIE SO i URFIERANIZELL (It has been confirmed that Wan

Yanhai will attend the award ceremony of the Nobel Prize for Liu Xiaobo]. Retrieved

v

August 10, 2017, from BBC Chinese: http://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/simp/
china/2010/11/101124_nobel_liu_wanyanhai
'® The Reebok Human Rights Award is underwritten by the Reebok Foundation in the US,
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and has been given to four to five activists each year from 1988. See Reebok Honors
Four with Human Rights Award. (2009, October 31). Retrieved August 10, 2017, from The
Voice of America: https://www.voanews.com/a/a-13-2006-05-22-voa47/398580.html

7 Wang Dan [EF3] is one of the leaders of the 89 pro-democracy movement who
escaped Taiwan and was rumored being gay. The original text was written in Chinese,
the citation was translated by the author.

18 See Hai, Y. (2014, January 26). FEF 2RIz 18 AIFE XK #EFIFIY [The Leader of
the Chinese New Citizen’s Movement is Sentenced to Four Years in Prison]. Retrieved
August 10, 2017, from The Voice of America: https://www.voachinese.com/a/xuzhiyong-
sentenced-20140125/1837786.html

' Lala [HI$1] is the local Chinese term referring to lesbian, transgender and bisexual
women . Lala was the name of one of the characters in a Taiwanese lesbian novel. It
was then widely used in the lesbian communities to refer to non-normative female
sexualities. It is often used as Lazi [{iI] or Lala.

» hEEFFR AT REMR" BT EREIE [First Case in China: Gay Conversion
Therapy is Ruled False Advertising]. (2014, December 19). Retrieved August 22, 2017,
from Tencent News: http://news.qqg.com/a/20141219/062863.htm

2 Personal communication recorded in field notes in the Center office, Beijing, China,
2016, March 20th.

2 |nterview with Xiao Tie conducted on September 10, 2016 in the Center’s psychological
counseling room no.1, Beijing, China.

% Personal communication recorded in field notes in the Center office, Beijing, China,
2016, March 18th.

2 ZFFA] [About us]. (n.d.). Retrieved August 20th, 2017, from the official website of the
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays China: http://www.pflag.org.cn/h-col-101.
html

% A, Q. (FI38). (2013, October 7). [FREESHZTFHIREBAEZE 71 Why is it too bad
for parents to love their children?]. Retrieved August 20, 2017, from http://blog.sina.cn/
dpool/blog/s/blog_482404000102eg31.html
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Footnotes

1

PUER/EIE. Tep) (20004F7A). T3] (2001F18). &) (2001F9A8). A1 (2002
F58)05%2TWV %,

I3z H520 (2003) I&, Mofc Ll WER) A [l RHEZM ([CAlr TR
HHEL L TIBEENTL S,

I -2 >F) 20056 B6H (J&,2011,p. 236 #BER),
RUSMCEABD NI EZ 5 T2DIE. 2002 F|ICER LIMEROHESILST
TARUBIERTEADRY METIR [5d2 T EAL] THES TLCRIFELERE
TBEINB DN EFBETH D, BH. AR CIIMEEX R BT 2 RIRBSRZ R
Lol TREZBDH LK) ERAZMEDBRICEREZRY. BEDTETAGL
LAY LEARBICRE T 2E B2 BBE Y 5.

BARER [MEELE(FRE) [XE] (2007, pp. 85-86) Z 2 &,
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Forever Daddy’s Girl?:
The Father-Daughter Relationship in Yu Miri’s Works
Letizia GUARINI

Yu Miri made her debut in 1988 and 1994 as a playwright and a novelist
respectively. Since her career started with Fish Festival (Sakana no matsuri),
awarded the prestigious Kishida Prize for Drama (Kishida Kunio Gikyokusho) in
1993, and Family Cinema (Kazoku cinema), awarded the Akutagawa Prize in 1997,
Yu Miri wrote extensively about the family. Both in her fiction and non-fiction
works she has described the collapse and rebirth of the modern family, exploring
the role of the father and his relationship with the daughter. In her works she has
often depicted daughters who are caught in between love and hate toward their
father, and who cannot escape from his control.

The family is a well-known theme in Yu Miri's work, which has been often
discussed. On the other hand, not much attention has been paid to the
father-daughter relationship yet. The aim of this paper is to analyze how the
representation of the father-daughter pair has changed from Yu Miri’s early
works until the publication of the non-fiction book Family Secret (Famiri
shikuretto) in 2010, and the way Yu Miri used literature as a tool to distance
herself from two fatherly figures who have effected her literature since her
debut: her real father, who is considered the model for many of the fathers who
appear in her early works, and Higashi Yutaka, who is considered her literary
father by the writer herself.

In this paper | will first focus on the representation of the father in Yu Miri’s
early works, and | will compare it with the father-daughter relationship as it is
depicted in Family Secret. As | demonstrate in the first section of this paper,
both in her early novels and essays Yu Miri has often written about dysfunctional
families, focusing especially on the depiction of abusive fathers. With Family
Secret, her first nonfiction work, she has again tried to use literature as a tool

to escape from the father’s control, this time showing that memories, in their
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reproduction of the past, are nothing more than fiction.

| will then look at the “post-family” Yu has created in the tetralogy Life (Inochi),
and the way this topic has been further developed in the novel After the Rain
and Dreams (Ame to yume no ato ni). | will focus on the way the ideology of
the modern family is overcome in this novel, and how the father-daughter
relationship in it depicted differs from Yu'’s previous works.

After the Rain and Dreams is an important work also because it deals with the
death of Yu’s literary father, Higashi Yutaka, and his relationship with the writer.
In the final section of this paper | will move onto an analysis of the novel Black
(Kuro), showing how Yu Miri, after mourning Higashi throughout the tetralogy
Life, has distanced herself from her mentor, and finally become independent

from the power of his words.

Keywords:
Yu Miri, father-daughter relationship, Family Secret, After the Rain and Dream:s,
Higashi Yukata
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Narratives of Men’s Beauty and Masculinity
Chihiro WADA

Recently, various kinds of male beauty products have begun to be sold, and
we can also see several commercials for male beauty products on television.
However, even though the male beauty industry is gradually expanding in Japan,
both the quantity and quality of research on male beautification in Japanese
society are limited. Hence, for this essay, interviews were conducted with four
workers in the male beauty industry, and how male beautification is narrated in
a recent Japanese situation was analyzed. Two interviews with two directors of
male beauty-product companies, ZIGEN and Men'’s A, are selected and analyzed
in this essay. The research clarifies that male beautification is constructed
not from materials or beauty-care products particularly unique to men, but
rather from the narrative of the intention to authority that encompasses both
economic and symbolic hegemony. As the male beauty-product company
ZIGEN’s director has argued, male beautification is justified by its effects in
regard to success in the workplace and in (heterosexual) love, the fulfillment
of which represents both economic and symbolic hegemony in contemporary
Japanese society. Similarly, beauty-product company Men'’s A’s director has
explained male beautification in terms of karucha (culture), which represents
an intention to universality. In this essay, beautification refers to pain (Itami in
Kanji) that evokes pathos (Itami in Katakana). By defining beautification as pain
that evokes people’s psychic reaction, this essay attempts to understand how
masculinity and male beautification are interwoven and how the study of male
beautification can provide new theoretical insights about men and masculinity
studies. Although sharing pain and pathos with others arguably involves feeling
others’ pain and pathos as one’s own, male beautification restricts itself to
sharing them because masculinity needs to naturally aspire to the authority that
beautification affords. Therefore, in male beautification, masculinity accepts only

personal pain and pathos caused by others’ pain and pathos by consigning the
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idea of the other to oblivion. Since masculinity allows individuals to feel only
their own pain and not that of others, in male beautification, it confirms the
personal outline by admitting the irritation caused by sharing pain and pathos

with others by rejecting others’ pain and pathos as their own.

Keywords:
beautification, male beautification, masculinity, authority, ltami
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AY2016 Rainbow Award for Best Gender and Sexuality Studies Recipient
“The Traits and Causes of Female Suicide in Japan”

“Beautifying Masculinity”

The Rainbow Award for Best Gender and Sexuality Studies (RAGSS) is a prize
awarded to superlative theses (B.A., M.A., or Ph.D.) in the field of gender and
sexuality studies. The prize was established by the founder of CGS, Professor
Kazuko TANAKA (retired in 2014).

Shiori YAMAGIWA's B.A. thesis “The Traits and Causes of Female Suicide in
Japan,” and Chihiro WADA's Master’s thesis “Beautifying Masculinity: Men'’s
Beauty Industry and (Non-) Existence of Hegemonic Masculinities” were selected
to receive the RAGSS award in AY2016.

Yamagiwa'’s B.A. thesis deals with a very important theme both theoretically
and practically as it reveals the causes of the high rate of female suicide in Japan,
and explores what needs to be done to reduce this rate. Even though there is a
large number of reports and studies about suicide in Japan, there are not many
analyses from a gender perspective. Yamagiwa uses quantitative analysis of
data as well as an international comparative approach to strongly relate female
suicide to poverty and gender disparity, and concludes that there is a need to
change over to a life-security system aimed at individuals.

Wada’s Master’s thesis examines and discusses various masculinity theories
based on an interview research conducted at companies of men’s cosmetics.
Wada argues that masculinity must distinguish “men” from others, including
“women” and “gay men,” yet that it is a transient and fluid existence. Since
R. W. Connell’s Masculinities (1995), there is a growing critique against the idea
of competing masculinities in one society, and Wada joins by criticizing taking

masculinity, including hegemonic masculinity in a fixed way.
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Below are the abstracts of both Yamagiwa's and Wada'’s thesis. Furthermore,
you can find a section of Wada’s research titled “Narratives of Men’s Beauty and

Masculinity” published in this number’s “Research Notes.” Please read it!

Etsuko KATO (Editor-in-Chief)
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The Traits and Causes of Female Suicide in Japan- Thesis Abstract
Shiori YAMAGIWA

Female suicide in Japan has received some attention as a consequence of the
low number of fatalities in comparison to male suicide. This thesis focused on the
high suicide rate among women, and on the causes related to the high suicide
rate among Japanese women. In addition, this thesis attempted to offer a lacking
perspective within the current suicide prevention policies.

If we look at the present situation of Japanese suicide in detail, we find that
nowadays there is a decreasing trend in the number of deaths by suicide, yet the
suicide rate—regardless of gender—is high when compared to other counties;
and especially, among OECD countries, Japanese women suicide rate is the
second highest. When studying the suicide prevention policies (2014) that were
developed based on the plan to accelerate suicide prevention, | identified three
significant points in terms of measures: 1) the diffusion of correct knowledge
about the actual conditions of suicide, 2) the implementation of trainings for
health-care professionals, educators, among others, 3) the strengthening of the
cooperation between national and local public entities and civil organizations.

| researched the correlation between other indicators and the high female
suicide rate in eleven countries in the OECD. | used the OECD Data, GGGI, GlI,
Hofstede Insights, the Human Development Index, and the World Happiness
Report, from which | extracted 89 items that | considered needed verification
as they affect living conditions, national traits and are relevant from a gender
perspective. | found that 24 of these items were correlated to suicide rates.

Based on the results of these correlations, | analyzed what is their relationship
with the causes behind the high suicide rate among Japanese women in the
light of Japanese circumstances. One of the main reasons pertains to gender
inequality within the country, and its relation to poverty. Moreover, through the
analysis of the causes and effects of gender disparity and poverty, it turns out

that norms about gender roles have a big impact.
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Looking back at the results obtained, current suicide prevention policies
mainly focus on the act of committing suicide, and lack an approach that
addresses the underlying background of that act. Future preventive policies
should not stop at preventing the act of suicide itself, but there is a need to go
beyond, and break gender roles and norms, so that we can come closer to a
society in which we can choose to live in a way true to ourselves regardless of

one’s gender.
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Beautifying Masculinity: Men’s Beauty Industry and (Non-) Existence of
Hegemonic Masculinity (Abstract)
Chihiro WADA

In this essay | analyze the ways in which the beautification of men is narrated
and relates to masculinity in contemporary Japanese society. As evidence from
interviews with the directors of two men’s beauty product companies in Japan
suggests, men’s beautification is not constructed by the products’ uniqueness
or their components, but by narratives with an “intention to authority” (social
authority). At one company, the director discussed success at work and
heterosexual love as results of men’s beautification. At another company, the
director explained men’s beautification in terms of the spread of culture, or a
cultural phenomenon. Whereas the former narrative exhibits the practical effects
of men’s beautification, the latter shows its abstract aspects. Both narratives
of men'’s beautification in Japan, however, involve the idea of social authority,
whether achieved through success at work and heterosexual love, or as part of a
larger cultural phenomenon.

Drawing from the concept of itami in Japanese (both in Kanji and Katakana),
| define beautification as both pain and pathos. Pain indicates the stimulation
of the body involved in beautification by, for example, applying facial lotion
to the skin or massaging one’s legs. Pain is an inevitable part of beautification
because any beautification practice constitutes movement towards the
surface or the inside of the body, which in turn involves a physical reaction. In
addition, beautification is a pathetic experience because enjoyment is one of its
fundamental aspects. In order to enjoy others’ beauty people need both pathos
and forgetting the pain of others. Yet, it is nearly impossible to enjoy beauty and
feel other’s pain and pathos at the same time. This dynamic does not mean that
people cannot feel others’ pain and pathos, rather because people inevitably
share or accept others’ pain and pathos they need to forget them as well. If

sharing pain and pathos is inevitable, then people cannot escape from being
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hurt by others’ beautification; however, such sharing does not mean forgetting
the otherness of others by feeling that one’s pain and pathos is also another’s
pain and pathos. Instead, the otherness of others is forgotten when people
refuse to share their pain and pathos with others. If feeling another’s pain and
pathos is inevitable, then rejecting the process of sharing means forgetting the
other’s pain and pathos and feeling only one’s own pain and pathos.

Whether practiced by men or women, beautification is characterized by a
relationship with social authority. Although women'’s beautification also involves
an intention to authority, their beautification is perceived to be excessive and
readily visible when society fails—as it often does—to legitimatize women'’s
relationship with authority, which is assumed to relate specifically to men’s
bodies or masculinity. Consequently, women’s beautification intends to be
readily visible, and feminine subjects are therefore allowed to share the pain
and pathos of others, which does not threaten their femininity because it lacks
the presumed connection to authority that masculinity possesses. At the same
time, as long as the relationship between masculinity and authority is perceived
to be natural and invisible, masculine subjects may not share the pain and
pathos of others. Beautification—as a process of constructing authority—has
to be concealed, and consequently, masculine subjects are not allowed to share
the pain and pathos of others but are required to consign them into oblivion.
Therefore, masculine subjects are allowed to only feel their personal pain by
rejecting the process of sharing beautification. Refusing to accept others’ pain
and pathos is to confirm one’s personal outline in light of the irritation caused by
others’ pain and pathos. In sum, masculine subjects need to refuse to share their
pathos and pain with others in order to validate their masculinity.

These arguments suggest that masculinity is the ceaseless repetition of its
demarcation in contrast to other modes of gender. To confirm the boundaries
of masculinity, masculine subjects need others, whom or which can be anyone
or anything because their content does not construct the beautification of men.

Significantly, masculinity can therefore be anything as long as society recognizes
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it as masculinity. Elements not recognized as constructing masculinity and the
culturally unrecognized or unthinkable are always embedded in masculinity as
possibilities. The culturally unthinkable is not excluded from culture, but it exists
as unthinkable or unacceptable in particular cultural situations. Consequently, all
components of a culture can be recognized as masculinity at any time because
masculinity retains its possibility to contain them. Masculinity ceaselessly
distinguishes its subjects from others in pursuit of defining what it means to be
aman, and is thus a continuous repetition of the declaration “l am not you.” In

this sense, masculinity can be identified and defined by its exclusivity.
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Event Report: “Rethinking My Postwar Responsibility:

From the Perspectives of Feminism, (Post-) Colonial Criticism, and
Philosophy”

Coordinator: Yuki HANYU

Given the fact that 70 years after the end of WWII, the issue of comfort
women — women and girls forced into sexual slavery during WWII - is a
more complicated issue than ever, it seems necessary for each one of us to
theoretically examine the question of our responsibility towards this issue in
post-war Japan. The event “Rethinking My Postwar Responsibility: From the
Perspectives of Feminism, (Post-) Colonial Criticism, and Philosophy”, held on
October 8th, 2016, was conceptualized as such an examination with leading
thinkers on this subject. Invited as guest speakers were: Natsuno KIKUCHI, who
specializes in feminist theory and sociology, Yayo OKANO, professor of feminist
studies and politics, and Tetsuya TAKAHASHI, who throughout his career has
continued to critically investigate post-war Japan’s war responsibility from a
philosophical point of view. The reason for this was that the issue of “comfort
woman” and our postwar responsibility towards this issue needed to be
reconsidered from an interdisciplinary, that is, simultaneously from a feminist
and a postcolonial perspective, as well as through the lens of philosophy with
its focus on the fundamental questions of difference. | would also like to point
out that, although | stated at the beginning that the issue of comfort women
today is a more complicated issue than ever, this wasn’t necessarily the case at
the time I started planning this event in fall 2015. There surely were incidents
that complicated the matter before. For instance, the dispute about the issue
of “compensation” at the time the Asia Women'’s Fund, a compensation fund
for “comfort women”, thet came into being in the 1990s, or the backlash that
resulted from Asahi Shimbun’s retraction of erroneous articles on the subject

in summer 2014. But | could not foresee the escalation that still was about to
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happen in the following years: The Japan-South Korea Agreement to settle
the issue of comfort women which was criticized for ignoring the voices and
needs of the survivors, or the statement by Japanese ‘intellectuals’ in which
they argued that the indictment of Yu-ha Park charging her with defamation of
character of the comfort women in her controversial book Comfort Women of
the Empire (2013) is “suppressing the freedom of scholarship and press”. All these
events, unforeseeably and unfortunately, made this project into a ‘timely’ and
more than ever necessary one during the course of its conceptualization.

The event itself began with a short introduction by me, in which | compared
these recent discussions with the situation in the 1990s and emphasized the
continuous necessity to problematize the responsibility of ‘intellectuals’ who
take part in discussions on the issue of comfort women. This introduction then
was followed by the individual talks by the three guest speakers.

In the first talk, Kikuchi attributed the reason why the issue of comfort women
tends to be suppressed in public discourse to the fact that neoliberalism (and
neo-conservatism as its complement) in Japan has maintained its power
through the preservation of the patriarchal gender order. It is usually said that
neoliberalism emerged during and as the result of the collapse of a state’s
welfare system. In Japan, however, the welfare system did never develop to the
extent it did in other countries at that time. Instead, Japan has relied on women
to provide welfare services which the state could and should provide. This led to
a relatively later emergence of neoliberalism in Japan, and, once neoliberalism
had emerged, to severe social problems with regards to welfare; problems that
were and are compensated through maintaining the given gender order. “Active
participation by women” as it is currently promoted by the Japanese cabinet,
regarding the fact that it is the attempt to increase the workforce without any
essential changes in welfare politics, thus is nothing but a minor economical
adjustment of the given neoliberal gender order. And as Kikuchi elaborated, the
suppressing of the issue of comfort women must be understood as symptomatic

of the Japanese government’s efforts to maintain this order. For what the issue
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of comfort women undeniably demonstrates is that state politics in combination
with a patriarchal order of gender and sexuality can result in severe harm;
Enough reason for the government to deny the existence of that issue per se.
Based on her detailed elaborations on this connection between neoliberalism
and the patriarchal gender order in Japan, Kikuchi then went on to criticize
the complicity between feminism and imperialism. According to her, although
feminism certainly criticizes nationalism in many aspects, we have to face the
fact that the “nation” in question has come into existence through colonialism,
an even larger power structure encompassing nation states, which continued
to update itself through the above mentioned maintenance of the neoliberal
gender order. If we fail to understand this, feminism could become, at worst,
imperial feminism.

Okano’s talk offered an interesting contrast with the historical approach
of Kikuchi. From the perspective of feminist ethics, she argued that what the
survivors needed was ‘justice’ yet to come (a venir). After stressing that the
agreement between the Japanese and Korean government in 2015 to resolve
this issue “finally and irreversibly” through financial compensation completely
ignored the survivors’ voices and needs in much the same way as the Asian
Women'’s Fund did, she went on to provide an alternative to overcome the
traditional concept of justice on which this agreement implicitly relies. She
argued for a practice of justice which has as its goal not the restoration of a
damaged legal order, but where we take into account the dignity of the victims
and restore our relationship with them by recognizing vulnerability as the
essential condition of our all lives, and see it not just as something that belongs
to the “other”. It is quite obvious that feminist ethics and especially the ethics
of care, which pay attention to our all vulnerability, plays a crucial role when
imagining this form of reparative justice. At the end of her talk, Okano spoke
about the issue of reconciliation with survivors. According to Okano, we need
to continuously make efforts to reconcile based on a relationship in which we -

towards a world yet to come - acknowledge who is responsible for destroying



182

the survivors’ conditions of life, how such destruction occurred, and what kind
of responsibility we have with regards to that destruction.

Of importance, in other words, is responsibility in/as response to the address
by the other. It remains, nevertheless, unclear what it means to be responsible as
‘the Japanese people’. In order to shed light on this point, Takahashi, in the last
talk of the event, problematized Japan’s colonialism today, by first going over
the main claims of his central work, On Post-War Responsibility (1999). The book
argues that, in response to the appeals by former comfort women, there are two
forms of responsibility to be considered: first, the responsibility of the Japanese
people to make the Japanese government apologize through acts such as
voting (legal responsibility). Second, the responsibility of ethnic Japanese who
have historically benefitted most within the nation (historical responsibility).
This argumentation was labelled nationalist by some intellectuals. They

|"

mistook the call for “national” responsibility for “nationalist” mobilization. What
is more problematic, however, is that the same intellectuals tend to argue for
overcoming nationalism without ever asking how and by what this nationalism
is constituted in the first place. This can also be said about those Japanese
liberal intellectuals who highly regard Professor Park, the scholar whose work
characterize as nationalist The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military
Sexual Slavery by Japan. Letting her act as their proxy to speak their own desire,
these liberal intellectuals, despite, or rather because of their insistence on
overcoming nationalism, in the end embody the interest of “empire”. “They are
imperial liberals”, Takahashi described them, parodying the expression “imperial
feminists”. He then pointed out yet another complicity between imperialism and
liberal ideals in the discourse about US military bases being disproportionately
often built on Okinawa. Slogans such as “Nowhere Needs Military Bases”
shouted without any consideration for Japan’s own colonialism might be, as he
emphasized, considered “imperial pacifism”. However, Takahashi was aware of
the possibility that, considering that sexual violence is an essence of US military

bases, his insistence on removing the US military bases from Okinawa and back
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to mainland Japan, might become the object of a similar kind of critique.

The questions made by the audience during the final floor discussion at the
end of event, focused upon the military base issue that Takahashi mentioned.
While we surely could lament the interest towards this issue as lost time we
could have used talking about the comfort women issue, | would argue that
the audience’s attention towards the military base issue does bespeak of an
interest in a predicament, an ongoing situation and site where colonialism and
sexism coalesce and in various forms continue to form present day Japan. In this
sense, rethinking our postwar responsibility continues to be an important task
in order to imagine and realize another ‘Japanese’ society in which colonialism

and sexism aren’t accepted anymore.
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Report: Let’s Talk about Pregnancy, Childbirth,
and Parenting on Campus! #6

Coordinator: Natsumi IKOMA

International Christian University

We met regular participants as well as new ones in this talk session held on
February 7th, 2017, and were able to feel the steady expansion of our activism. |
was able to report a small progress regarding the childcare situation on campus
to those participants including faculty members, students and staff members
who are parents themselves and those who are working with us in this activism.
A small facility on campus has become available at the end of AY 2016, and as a
result of careful consideration of how we could use the facility; the committee
recommended the university to use it as a small-scale childcare facility. Due to
the size and equipment, this place can only offer small-scale services, and it is
not a permanent solution, nor it is an ideal on-campus childcare facility. It is a
progress nonetheless. Even though it offers a small-scale, irregular service, it can
contribute to the discovery of potential users, and for the university to learn of
the desperate needs of the users. It also helps the university to gain experience
in running a childcare facility, which in turn will be beneficial to the planning of
a larger-scale child-care facility in the future.

As | have reported previously, on-campus childcare is urgently needed.
Especially for postgraduate students and part-time lecturers, whether the
university provides childcare service or not, is an important factor that affects
their quality of life, as they often cannot use public childcare services. If their life-
goal cannot be achieved because they are hindered from studying or researching
and teaching while rearing children, the university has a responsibility to amend
this injustice.

Sadly, this childcare facility, once realized, would not save everyone in this
university who is in need of childcare service. The start of the service was

delayed, and during this academic year, the service would only be provisional, as
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it is offered only on national holidays when the university is running. This means,
the users are supposed to be the regular users of public childcare services, which
offer no services on holidays. Of course, that situation needs to be catered for.
But the university needs to be aware of those who cannot use those services
regularly, and for them, the provided service falls short. A larger-scale, regular
childcare facility is therefore needed.

Many difficulties are preventing the university to proceed with the planning
of a better facility. But the university has to realize that this is what so many
people want and need. We have received many enquiries since the news of this
provisional childcare service appeared. They came from those who are in serious
need of better childcare, that is, who are currently without any public childcare
support. To them, the facility we are offering now might be a disappointment.
While the university has the luxury to start with a provisional childcare facility,
and wait several years to fix a permanent one, there are parents who are in
desperate need of a good facility now, today. A good facility in 5 or 10 years time
would not be good enough for them. The university, therefore, must prioritize
a long-term perspective and a sensibility to human rights over an immediate
cost-benefit approach, and introduce the regular childcare facility as soon as

possible. To this end, CGS will continue its activism.
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BSpring Term
Wednesday, April 19th, Thursday, April 20th, Friday, April 21st
Open Center at CGS, pGSS Briefing Sessions

Monday, May 22nd

Center for Gender Studies/CLA Joint Event

UN Academic Impact Event on Gender and SDGs

Presenter:

Miwa KATO (Regional Director, UN Women for Asia and the Pacific)
Motohide YOSHIKAWA (Distinguished Professor, ICU/Former Japanese
Ambassador to the United Nations)

Kana TAKAMATSU (ICU, Associate Professor)

Moderator: Kana TAKAMATSU (ICU, Associate Professor), Katsuhiko MORI (ICU,
Professor)

Co-host: CGS, CLA

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

Monday, April 24th

Fuwa Café #41 “Coming Out: My Story, My Body”

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS

Monday, May 23rd
Fuwa Café #42 "C-Week Special, All Kinds of Love and Love in Many Ways”
Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
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LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)
Venue: CGS

Monday, May 29th-Saturday, June 9th

R-Weeks Project #5

Monday, May 29th-Saturday, June 9th

R-Weeks Panel Exhibition, “Together with Fuwarin”

Venue: 3F Lounge space Honkan, International Christian University

Thurseday, June 1st

R-Weeks Opening Event, Special Lecture

The Personal Is Political: Grass-roots Activism Changes Society
Lecturer: Mameta ENDO (Idaho-net, Representative)

Venue: Room H-213, International Christian University

Tuesday, June 6th

R-Weeks Open Lecture

Anthropology, Activism and Sexuality: On the Diversity of the World
Lecturer: Hideki SUNAGAWA (International Peace Research Institute Meiji
Gakuin University, Research Fellow)

Venue: Room H-213, International Christian University

Thursday, June 8th

Fuwa Café #43 “R-Weeks Special: Community & Communication”
Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Yuki
HANYU (Ph. D. student, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of
Tokyo/Research Institute Assistant/CGS)

Venue: CGS
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Friday, June 9th

Mini Workshop: Let’s Create the 'Things You Can Do at University’ Guide
Together!

Moderator: Symposion (LGBTA Circle, ICU), Haengri LEE (Ph.D. student,
Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: Room H-302, International Christian University

Saturday, June 10th
CGS-sponsored Alumni Party “Rainbow Reunion #3”

Venue: Alumni house 2F, International Christian University

BAutumn Term
Thursday, 14th -Friday, 15th, September
Open Center at CGS, pGSS Briefing Sessions

Tuesday, September 19th

Fuwa Café #44 “Coming Out”

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS

From Thursday, September 21st: Autumn Term Reading Group

Reading Group Theme: Thinking about and/or from Asexuality”

Organizer: Yuki HANYU (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
University of Tokyo / Research Institute Assistant)

Date: Thursdays, from 21st September

Monday, September 26th
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Study Groups-- Gender and Poetry: ITO Hiromi

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant)

Date: Tuesday, September 26th/Tuesday, October 10th/Thursday, November
2nd

Saturday, September 30th

CGS, YoRAP (Young Research Action Project) 2017 Open Forum

Thinking about x-gender: Identity, labels, negotiation

Presenter: S.P.F. DALE (Part-time lecturer, ICU, University)

Commentator: Akiko SHIMUZU (Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
University of Tokyo, Associate Professor)

Moderator & Coordinator: Makiko ISERI (Ph. D. student, Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences, University of Tokyo/Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

Monday, October 16th

Fuwa Café #45 “Are you Getting by This Term?”

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS

Wednesday, October 25th

CGS Open Lecture

Never Let Me Go - Gender, Sexuality and Romance
Lecture: Mana TANAKA

Venue: Room H-253, International Christian University
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Thursday, November 2nd

Fuwa Café #46 “Worrisome gazes?”

Organizer: Aya MIYOSHI (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi
University/Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Yuki HANYU (Ph.D. student,
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo / Research Institute
Assistant)

Venue: CGS

Friday, November 10th

CGS Workshop

Gender and Poetry: ITO Hiromi, Poetry reading, lecture and life counseling
event at ICU

Lecture: ITO Hiromi

Coordinator: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)
Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

Sunday, November 12th

CGS, YOoRAP (Young Research Action Project) 2017, Symposium
“Overcoming Past Issues” and Gender and Sexuality Studies Presenter:
Yoko NAGABARA (Kyoto University, Professor)

Hiroko IWNAMOTO (Urawa University, Professor)

Kae ISHII (Doshisha University, Associate Professor)

Moderator: Haengri LEE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

HEWinter Term
From Thursday, December 14th: Winter Term Reading Group
Reading Group Theme: Thinking about and/or from Asexuality
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Literature: Cerankowski, Karli June, and Megan Milks. _Asexualities: Feminist
and Queer Perspectives_. Routledge, 2014.

Organizer: Yuki HANYU (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
University of Tokyo / Research Institute Assistant)

Date: Thursday, December 14th/ Thursday, February 8th/Thursday, February
22nd

Tuesday, December 19th

Fuwa Café #47: Groups and Gatherings

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS, International Christian University

Wednesday, January 9th

CGS Open Lecture

Japan’s Experience with International Migration: Demographic Trends,
Immigration Patterns, and The Protection of The Rights of Migrants
Lecture: Ralph ITTONEN HOSOKI (University of California Irvine)

Venue: Room H-213, International Christian University

Monday, January 22nd

Fuwa Café #48: Things we like, and things we are dependent on

Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Haengri
LEE (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/Research
Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS, International Christian University

Saturday, January 27th

CGS/ICC Symposium on gender, sexuality and comparative literature
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Detectives and Spies in the arts

Presenter:

Cecile SAKAI (Director, French Research Institute on Japan [UMIFRE 19,
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and National Centre for Scientific
Researches] at Maison franco-japonaise

and Professor at Paris Diderot University [France])

Christopher SIMONS (ICU, Professor)

Beverley CURRAN (ICU, Professor)

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR (ICU, Assistant Professor)

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

Wednesday, February 7th

CGS Open Lecture

Justice for Comfort Women: Transnational Zainichi Korean Movement
Lecture: Hee Ha, KYUNG (Meiji University, Assistant Professor)

Venue: Room H-213, International Christian University

Saturday, February 10th

CGS/IACS Co-host Symposium

Gender and Sexuality in Motion: Migrants Searching One's Own Place in
Asia-Pacific

Presenter:

Jun NAGATOMO (Kwansei Gakuin University, Associate Professor)

Shu Min YUEN (National University of Singapore)

Masashi YOSHIDA (Supporting Organization MOSAIC, Canada)

Etsuko KATO (International Christian University, Professor)

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University
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Sunday, February 11th

CGS, YOoRAP (Young Research Action Project) 2017, Seminar
Is “Japan™
Panelist: Kazuyoshi KAWASAKA (Chuo University, Part-time lecturer)
Discussant: Akitomo, SHINGAE (Osaka City University, Assistant Professor)
Coordinator: Makiko ISERI (Ph. D. student, Graduate School of Arts and

Sciences, University of Tokyo/Research Institute Assistant/CGS)

queer”?

Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

Wednesday, February 14th

CGS Open Lecture

Feminism and Gender equality: The example of Sweden
Lecture: Michéle ROBACH (Wife of Swedish Ambassador)

Venue: Room H-351, International Christian University

Friday, February 16th
Sumire Café #5
Organizer: Juliana Buritica ALZATE (Research Institute Assistant, CGS)

Venue: CGS, International Christian University

Wednesday, February 21st

CGS Open Lecture

Japanese Men Dressed as Women: Is Cross-dressing in Japan Queer?
Lecture: Junko MITSUHASHI (Researcher: History of Gender and Sexuality)

Venue: Room H-364, International Christian University

Monday, February 22nd
Fuwa Café #49: My Place in Academia
Aya MIYOSHI (Ph.D. student, Graduate School of Hitotsubashi University/
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Research Institute Assistant, CGS), Yuki HANYU (Ph.D. student, Graduate School
of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo / Research Institute Assistant)

Venue: CGS, International Christian University

Tuesday, February 27th
CGS, Senior thesis Presentation

Venue: CGS, International Christian University

Sunday, March 4th

CGS, YoRAP (Young Research Action Project) 2017, Symposium

Defying flexibility: Dialogues on Women, Sexuality and Literature
Presenter:

Ariko KUROSAWA (Okinawa International University, Professor)

Yuichi KUROIWA (Ferris University, and so on, Part-time lecturer)

Stefan WUERRER (Ph. D. student, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
University of Tokyo/Research Institute Assistant/CGS)

Organizer & Moderator: Stefan WUERRER (Ph. D. student, Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo/Research Institute Assistant/CGS)
Venue: International Conference Room, Dialogue House 2F, International

Christian University

March
Publication of the CGS Journal, Gender and Sexuality, Vol. 13

Note: Regular updates may be viewed on CGS Online, the official CGS website,
Twitter and facebook. The CGS newsletters and journal may also be

downloaded from the site.
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AY 2018 CGS Activity Schedule

Open Center
Date: April 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Spring Term Reading Groups
Dates: April - June 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #50
Date: April 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #51
Date: May 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

R-weeks project #6
Dates: June 2018

Venue: International Christian University

Fuwa Café #52
Date: June 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Open Center
Date: September 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University
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Fuwa Café #53
Date: September 2017

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Autumn Term Reading Groups
Dates: from September to November, 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #54
Date: October 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #55
Date: November 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Winter Term Reading Groups
Dates: December 2018 to February, 2019

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #56
Date: December 2018

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Fuwa Café #57
Date: January 2019

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University
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Talk session: Let’s talk about Pregnancy, Childbirth and Parenting
on Campus #7
Date: February 2019

Venue: International Christian University

Fuwa Café #58
Date: February 2019

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

Sumire Café #6
Date: February 2019

Venue: Center for Gender Studies, International Christian University

CGS, pGSS Senior thesis presentation
Date: February 2019

Venue: International Christian University

Research Workshop by Young Researchers (YoRAP)
Date: February 2019

Venue: International Christian University

CGS Journal Gender and Sexuality Vol. 14
Slated for publication: March 2019

Note: Regular updates may be viewed on CGS Online, the official CGS website,
Twitter and facebook. The CGS newsletters and journal may also be

downloaded from the site.
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Mariko ENOMOTO

Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Humanities, Keisen University

Specialization: English Literature
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Yoshinori SANO

Professor, Division of Arts and Sciences, College of Liberal Arts, International
Christian University

Specialization: Greek Literature, Homer, Greek Tragedy, Plato

FVETL « 7 L—)b=xRV—)L

EREEHARE #EFHE 7V - PAITVXER B

5P QWF. VI VANFE. MEER

Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR

Assistant Professor, Division of Arts and Sciences, College of Liberal Arts,
International Christian University

Specialization: Women's Studies, French Literature, Film Theory
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Kako NAKAYAMA

Doctoral course, Graduate School of Humanities, Humanities major, Nagoya
University

Specialization: Gender Studies
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Lifu GUO

Ph. D. student, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Tokyo

Specialization: Sociology, Queer Studies, Area Studies (China)
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Letizia GUARINI

Ph.D. candidate, Comparative Studies of Societies and Cultures Department,
Ochanomizu University

Specialization: Modern Japanese Literature
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Chihiro WADA

School of Environment and Society, Tokyo Institute of Technology

Specialization: Men & Masculinity Studies, Cultural Anthropology
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Regular Members of the Center for Gender Studies, ICU
201853 AR

as of March, 2018

FIEL - 7L—)b=xV—)l (BEZES)
Olivier AMMOUR-MAYEUR (CGS Steering Committee Member)

Women's Studies, French Literature, Film Theory

¥riE 2
Osamu ARAKAKI

International Law

Bt &
Takeshi ARIMOTO
Cultural Studies

NJ7)—- AL

Beverley F. M. CURRAN

Interlingual Translation, Cultural Translation, Media Translation, Translation
Studies

/=t - TXFILEEY
Robert ESKILDSEN
Modern Japanese History

Ry b-FSY
Matthew A. GILLAN
Music, Ethnomusicology
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AH BT
Richiko IKEDA*

Communication

48 Bx (EEZEZB) *
Natsumi IKOMA (CGS Steering Committee Member) *
Contemporary English Literature, Representation of the Body in British and

Japanese Literature

g Hic
Aki ITO

Storia dell'Arte Italiana, Storia del Costume Italiano

b= &2
Takehiko KAMITO
Biology

g E27 (Tra2—K. B2&8) *
Etsuko KATO (CGS Director, Steering Committee Member) *
Cultural Anthropology, Gender Studies

Bty 7569
Hideaki KIKUCHI
The Social History of China in the 17"-19" Centuries

TLveF L BEERE)
Allen KIM (CGS Steering Committee Member)

Sociology
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Tzvetana I. KRISTEVA

Japanese Literature

T4 We STAH—*
Mark W. LANGAGER *

Education, Comparative and International Education

T3 C<T—/\
John C. MAHER

Linguistics

vavy-RTI——
Shaun MALARNEY
Cultural Anthropology

S X7
Chika MINEJIMA

Atmospheric Chemistry, Enviromental Dinamic Analysis

AR EE
Yoshie MORIKI
Cultural Anthropology, Demography

ARZE B
Kei NASU
History of Religion, Culture and Politics in Early Modern England
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Pty ¥
Mikiko NISHIMURA

Sociology of Education, International Cooperation in Educational Development

K AEH
Sawa OMORI

International Public Policy, International Political Economy

VAT 7— - FA4EVX
Christopher E. J. SIMONS
English Literature

B HR (BEZE8)
Kana TAKAMATSU (CGS Steering Committee Member)

Politics, International Relations

=E el
Norie TAKAZAWA
Social History of Early Modern Europe

SFH A
Mayu TERADA
Administrative Law and Administrative Organizations, Telecommunication and

Administrative Organizations, Laws and Regulations of Al, Artificial Intelligence

* REZE
Editorial Board Members
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- B O IL. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Associa-
tion Q010 FERITE6AR) DERIUICHED T &, BADELGDHEIE. RBEDU
DS TREBLEWVGEDN D S, BEEADNUELGTIFZEIE. CGSR—LNX—Y
FDBEDY v —FIU (LIFURL) ZERT S0, CGSICEWEDE ST &,

http://web.icu.ac.jp/cgs/journal.html (HAEE)
http://web.icu.ac.jp/cgs_e/journal.html (English)
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The Journal of the Center for Gender Studies, ICU
Gender and Sexuality

Journal Regulations for Vol. 14

as of March, 2018

1) Journal Overview

Gender and Sexuality is an academic journal on the study of gender and
sexuality, published by the Center for Gender Studies at the International
Christian University. The journal’s research section shall consist of research
papers on empirical investigations, theoretical discussions on gender and
sexuality studies (*1), and research notes (*2). The field section shall feature case
studies by activists, and field reports (*3) concerning gender-related activities at
institutional, domestic, and international levels. The final book review section

shall contain reviews on upcoming books pertaining to gender and sexuality.

*1 Research papers should be based on thorough academic research, contain
original and creative viewpoints, and contribute to a wider academic field.

*2 Research notes should contain discussions that are still in progress but show
their potential to contribute to a wider academic field.

*3 Field reports should report on the author’s daily practice, focusing on one

aspect of the field being studied.

2) Publication Date of Volume 14: March, 2019

3) Manuscript Submission Deadline for Volume 14: Friday, August 31, 2018, as

indicated by the postmark on the envelope.

4) Address for Manuscript Submissions:

Center for Gender Studies Editorial Committee
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Postal Address: ERB 301, International Christian University
3-10-2 Osawa, Mitaka-shi, Tokyo, 181-8585

E-mail: cgs@icu.ac.jp

5) Rules for Application

Manuscripts

— Manuscripts submitted to this journal must be previously unpublished, in full
orin part.

- Only Japanese or English manuscripts shall be accepted.

— Manuscript format must be in accordance with the Publication Manual of the
American Psychological Association (6th Edition, 2010). Manuscripts submitted
in other formats may be rejected regardless of their contents and their scholarly
worth. For examples of the necessary formatting, please review past issues of the
journal, which can be accessed from the CGS home page at the following URL (s),
or contact the CGS directly with any inquiries about formatting.
http://web.icu.ac.jp/cgs/journal.html (Japanese)
http://web.icu.ac.jp/cgs_e/journal.ntml (English)

— Manuscripts (papers or summaries) that are not in the author’s native language
must be proofread by a native speaker of that language. Manuscripts with
obvious inadequacies such as grammatical errors shall be rejected.

— The author’s name, affiliation, specialization, e-mail address, postal address,
telephone number, and fax number should be written on a separate title page.
Name, affiliation and specialization should be indicated in both English and
Japanese. To ensure anonymity during the screening process, the author’s name
should not appear in the text.

— There shall be no payment involved for manuscripts or for insertion.

— Manuscripts should be written in a style appropriate for an internationally-
circulated academic journal.

— Manuscripts that do not conform to these guidelines may be returned with a
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request for revision.

a-1) Research Section

— Research papers should be between 16,000 to 20,000 Japanese characters
or 6,500 to 8,500 English words in length, including figures, graphic images,
references, and footnotes.

— Research notes should be less than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5,000 English
words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and footnotes.
—Titles should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters or 20
English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.

— Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese
(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate sheets
with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

— A manuscript submitted as a research paper may be accepted as a research
note, depending on the results of the referee reading. The length of such

manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers.

a-2) Field Section

— Manuscripts should be no longer than 12,000 Japanese characters or 5000
English words in length, including figures, graphic images, references, and
footnotes.

— The title should be short, simple, and no more than 40 Japanese characters
or 20 English words in length. It should also preferably address the main topic.
— Two abstracts, one in English (no more than 500 words) and one in Japanese
(no more than 800 Japanese characters), should be attached on separate sheets
with a list of five keywords in both English and Japanese.

— A manuscript submitted as a research paper or research note may be accepted
as a field report, depending on the results of the referee reading. The length of
such manuscripts may conform to the regulations for research papers or research

notes.
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b) Figures and Graphic Images

— Figures should be attached on a separate sheet. Do not include them in the
text.

— Graphic images should also be attached on a separate sheet, and should be of
a quality high enough to resist degradation during printing.

— The approximate position of the figure/image in the document should be

indicated.

¢) Manuscript Submission

— Manuscripts should be submitted in both digital and hard copy.

— Three hard copies should be submitted. They should be double-spaced on
single-sided A4 paper.

- The digital copy should preferably be submitted in MSWord (filename.doc)
format. Files may also be submitted in Rich Text format (filename.rtf) or Plain
Text format (filename.txt).

— Files in formats other than those listed above, such as .docx extension files or
scanned copies of images or text, shall not be accepted.

— The digital copy shall be submitted as an e-mail file attachment to cgs@icu.
ac,jp.

—The digital and hard copies should be completely identical.

— Manuscripts submitted will not be returned.

6) Revisions

If a manuscript is returned to the author for revision, the manuscript should
be revised and sent back by the specified date. Note that slight modifications
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Postscript from the Editor
Etsuko KATO

It is with great pleasure that we present the Thirteenth volume of Gender
and Sexuality. We are delighted to have received an unprecedented number of
manuscript submissions for this volume. The diversity of submissions required
the assistance of many referees to whom we are indebted for their detailed
evaluations. In this volume, three invited papers, three research papers and one
research note have been carefully selected for their depth and significance. We
trust that you will find them insightful and stimulating. Finally, | would like to
thank all those at CGS who were involved in the editing and publication of this

volume.
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