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Various Phases of BL/Yaoi Critique in Japan (Abstract)
Yuya HIGUCHI

Yaoi or BL is a name of the genre of comics and novels that depict male-male
romance created by and for women. Yaoi studies began in the late 1980s, and
there are the steady accumulation of it now. However, it has been pointed that
this field needs the critical review of previous studies. Therefore this paper aims
to review the earlier literature and discourses of Yaoi and clarify the situation
surrounding academic analyze concerning Yaoi/BL.

As a result of investigating the major previous study, it is found that there are
two kinds of researches. One is genealogical study that traces the beginning
and the development of Yaoi and the other is Yaoi criticism that analyzes the
characteristics of Yaoi. According to the genealogical studies, Yaoi has its
origin in Shonen’ai manga that gained popularity among young girls in 1970s.
Yaoi developed with the emergence of Anime fanzine and got a great deal of
currency. After that, BL or Boys Love has come into existence in the 1990s.

Yaoi criticism focuses on women'’s psychological reason for preference to Yaoi
and social functions of Yaoi for women.

In addition to these, there was a dispute called “Yaoi Ronso”(Yaoi dispute) in
the 1990s, arguing that Yaoi promotes and reproduces gay discrimination. This
discussion revealed the problem of discriminatory expressions in Yaoi, and it
became an opportunity to raise concerns over the issues of sexuality which was
scant in former Yaoi studies.

Throughout the whole review, Yaoi studies have been discussing Yaoi not as
just a taste or fancy for female, but as a matter of female social oppression in
male-centered society, and of female sexual agency resisting patriarchal gender
norms. After that, a controversy focusing the homophobia that lies behind Yaoi
emerged. Therefore, Yaoi studies have come to extend its range including not
only the oppression of gender but sexuality. At present, analysis of people and

phenomenon concerning Yaoi revolves around both gender and sexuality.



