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Event Report

The Joint Presidential Declaration on Gender
and Sexual Diversity (SOGI):

Discussing Achievements and Challenges

Coordinator: Kana TAKAMATSU
(CGS Member)

The presidents of Tsuda College, Meiji University, and International
Christian University made a joint declaration on gender and sexual diversity
(SOQGI) on April 30th, 2018. The declaration aims to respect individual dignity
and create a university that values diversity. Furthermore, the declaration seeks
to promote the necessary collaboration among universities.

The purpose of the event was to discuss the efforts made so far, and to
identify future challenges. The event was divided into two sections. In the first
part, the presidents of Tsuda College, Meiji University, and International
Christian University reported the past year’s efforts and challenges, and
exchanged opinions with the floor. Since the joint declaration, each university
has been working on various initiatives. For example, Tsuda College has held
student-led events to discuss diversity. At Meiji University, the Meiji University
Diversity and Inclusion Declaration was announced, which led to subsequent
initiatives on campus. At ICU, this very event was planned as a follow-up
action.

In the second part of the event, we discussed creating a better campus
environment for all. The 2018 event organizer, the Gender Center of the School
of Information and Communication at Meiji University and the LGBT Law
Coalition, were invited as guest speakers. Furthermore, student groups from
ICU and Meiji University expressed their opinions for creating a better campus

and joined the discussion with the participants and audience.
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Since the joint declaration, each university has undertaken various
initiatives, but collaboration between universities remains a significant
challenge for the future. Also, student group members and audience members
expressed many opinions and requests to the university. For instance, one of
their suggestions was to enhance, and offer compulsory lectures on gender
studies.

The presidential joint declaration is significant both to the members of the
university and outside of the university. Particularly, for students who will be
entering the university, this declaration may create certain expectations.
However, it is questionable how well this declaration is shared within the
university. At ICU, there is not enough awareness about this declaration, so
follow-up activities seem necessary. This kind of follow-up event is thus
essential for achieving what the joint declaration aims to accomplish, and we
hope that this event will continue to be held in cooperation with other
universities. The detailed report of this event is available at the Center for

Gender Studies.



