Event report

Liberal Arts Education and Gender Sexuality
Studies

Coordinator:
Kana TAKAMATSU (Professor, CGS)

This symposium aimed to discuss the role of gender and sexuality studies
in liberal arts education and the roles of liberal arts education in learning and
teaching gender and sexuality studies. The symposium targeted students and
faculty members of ICU. We had five speakers: Dr. Mark Williams, Vice
President for International Academic Exchange, Dr. Shoichiro Iwakiri, Dean
of Liberal Arts, Dr. Taisei Kaizoji, Dean of the Graduate School, Dr. Dai
Hirashima, Chair of the Natural Science Department, and Dr. Natsumi Ikoma,
Major Advisor of the program in Gender and Sexuality Studies (pGSS).

During this event, the presentations and discussions addressed various
issues regarding the role of, and the difficulties faced by gender and sexuality
studies within a liberal arts education and the university’s social environment
on campus. First of all, gender and sexuality studies have a keen perspective
on how to recognize the voices of marginalized people in the current social
structure. It is relevant to the subject of all academic disciplines, and this is
why gender and sexuality studies interact with other academic disciplines. It
challenges existing values and oppressive social structures and relationships.
However, the so-called majority has an overwhelming advantage and power
within the social structure. Hence, challenging a repressive structure and its
relations leads to restructure the majority. Furthermore, as seen in recent
policies and affairs, assessing people from the perspective of “productivity”
brings about serious and dangerous problems. Gender and sexuality studies

play a significant role in counteracting these issues.
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However, it is not easy to learn and put gender and sexuality studies into
practice. Critical thinking requires us to approach our idea of gender and
sexuality, which is largely considered a private or personal aspect of human
beings. Yet, some students feel reluctant to study gender and sexuality issues.
It is a rather understandable feeling since it takes plenty of time and effort to
review the values that have been internalized over many years. Gender and
sexuality studies in liberal arts education at ICU is providing the basic
education, the first stages of a learning process that will last a lifetime
thereafter.

The symposium also addressed the gender gap in the academic field. For
example, in some academic fields, even when the majority of students are
women, men still occupy the majority of teaching positions. This situation
reveals gender issues around the recruitment and promotion processes at the
university setting. Therefore, in such a male-dominated academic structure, it
is important to examine critically the creation of knowledge. In this regard, we
looked at data from different countries concerned with the gender gap in
researchers, appointments, and enrollment in the academic field. The data
urges to take the gender gap as a serious issue that needs to be solved
worldwide, and especially in Japan, where the figures are compelling.

While liberal arts education at ICU provides the opportunity to study
gender and sexuality studies across disciplines, it is always required to employ
a critical perspective. Furthermore, all members of this university must have
a firm gender and sexuality perspective in order to improve the environment
of our campus and create a world of knowledge. Through these discussions,
issues in ICU liberal arts education have been clarified. This symposium is a
valuable opportunity for faculty and students from various academic
disciplines to come together to discuss gender and sexuality studies and share
about its issues and prospects. This type of symposiums should be continued

in the future.
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