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Event report

Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia

Coordinators:
Andrea LUNA (Master’s student, Peace Studies, ICU; Ad Pacem)
Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Assistant Professor, CGS)

On April 16th, 2019, we welcomed Judge Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla at
ICU to give a lecture titled: “Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia.”
This event was co-hosted by the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) and Ad
Pacem, a student association under the Department of Public Policy and Social
Research. With around 35 participants from different countries and
backgrounds, including students, faculty, and people from outside ICU, this
was a unique opportunity to learn about the Colombian peace process and the
gender perspective included in its Final Agreement.

Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla is a Judge of the Chamber of Amnesties or
Pardons and the Chairperson of the Gender Equality Commission in the Special
Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) in Colombia. She has been a senior lawyer in
Women’s Link Worldwide, a clerk in the State Council of Colombia and a senior
lawyer at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Costa Rica). Besides,
she holds a degree in law (J.D.) from Los Andes University of Colombia and
an LLM (Cum laude) in International Human Rights and Criminal Justice from
Utrecht University. She has also given lectures and seminars in several
institutions across Latin-American countries.

Judge Sandoval shared her knowledge and expertise regarding the Integral
System of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and No-Repetition (SIVJRNR), and the
Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP). The talk also focused on specific aspects
relevant to LGBTIQ people and women, and her experience working in the

Gender Commission. Through this event, the audience was introduced to the
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background of the armed conflict in Colombia, the longest-running armed
conflict in the Western hemisphere. Moreover, Judge Sandoval explained about
the successive waves of confrontation among guerrilla, government and
paramilitary forces in Colombia; a situation that has caused enormous losses,
more than 6 million internally displaced persons, among others.

According to Judge Sandoval, almost 9 million people registered as victims
of the conflict in Colombia, out of which 52% are women. In order to build
long-lasting peace, the Colombian Peace Agreement has considered victims to
be at the center of the process and has incorporated a gender perspective for
the first time in a peace agreement. In the first part of the session, the Judge
explained the structure and objectives of the SIVJRNR, and focused on
developing key concepts such as recognition, memory, truth, and reparation.
In the second part, she described the JEP, its objectives, and its composition.
Later on, she gave us an overview of different current cases in Colombia in
order to explain the type of sanctions that can be imposed through this judicial
system and its constitution.

In the concluding part of the talk, Judge Sandoval focused on explaining
how the Gender Commission works, and how it plays an essential role in
promoting the effective implementation of the gender approach in the Special
Jurisdiction for Peace. The participants had the chance to question themselves
on how gender perspective is defined, and what are its main characteristics.
Judge Sandoval offered valuable insights regarding the importance of adding
a gender perspective, such as the need to focus on the LGBTIQ community and
aim to understand the disproportionate harm and violence that this community,
and women have suffered during the conflict. Furthermore, she underlined
the benefits of recognizing gender perspective in terms of methodology, as a
key path to acknowledge and transform gender inequality, and to understand
how patriarchy is the primary cause of gender-based violence during an armed
conflict.

Towards the end of the event, there was time open to discussion and
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questions from the audience. The audience showed great interest in the topics
discussed, especially for those interested in both peace studies and gender
studies. Among some of the interventions made by the participants, topics such
as intersectionality and personal agency were mentioned. The Judge pointed
out that an intersectional approach should begin with listening to the
experiences of women themselves. Intersectionality shows that identities and
personal backgrounds do not fit in neatly defined categories; thus, it is key to
keep in mind the particular context for each case of discrimination or violence.
Other questions were related to the accountability of the parties in the process,
in response, Judge Sandoval explained the workings of amnesty and reduction
of prison sentences and stressed the role of compensation processes for the
victims. Students also mentioned feeling inspired by having a female speaker
from Latin America on campus, because the event gave a platform to a voice
that is rarely heard here on campus.

“Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia” was a great opportunity
to discuss complex situations such as a Peace Process, and the intimate
relationship between peace building and gender. Undoubtedly, it was relevant
for the participants to approach to the political circumstances of a Latin
American country, learn from the achievements, and identify the challenges
that remain in the future. Likewise, it was an honor to have a guest like Judge
Sandoval Mantilla on campus, who came all the way from Colombia to Japan,
and allowed us to know about her first-hand experience as a peace builder,
one among many who work every day to guarantee the rights of groups that
have been historically discriminated. Finally, we were able to create a space for
dialogue, and cultural exchange, through which it was possible to recognize
the importance of applying a gender perspective to the construction of peace.

Thank you very much to all who participated in this event!

169



170

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

1N MRE

anry TG, EELFMT vk R

I—F 4 p—F—:
7Y FVUT « VF (ICUTFHMRELRELER. Ad Pacem)
FZIVTF - TIVFT 47 - TIVYET (CGSBI%)

201944 H16H, TLZH Y FT - PN - v r7 4 Py HFHELICUIL
BUZL, [aarE7lBIFaLM, EfRLFM7Tara] Lwnw) sy A b
THHETo TV, ZOANY M, Yoy =gt > ¥ — (CGS)
by AFRECR - SRR O ERIATH S Ad Pacem O TIT b L7z, &
By BE, FHoK R, BEELERORLLIHBHZORLEEND
IR YETOMFET O AL ZORMERIZEEINLE Y =2 ¥ — OB L IZDOW
THE, HR Rk o7,

PNy T Py RIBBAE, a0 €7 o [FIFICE S 2 Fe g
H AT (Special Jurisdiction for Peace: JEP) ] &3 = v ¥ —FHEZHXLTHBE T,
KWK OCBHAALREOHETH B, WIE, Y4 A XYy - T—VFTA
Fo LEREL, ooy ETEBERE. $727 20 2 REAMSHTT (Ea X
7)) 7)) OLEEFRELSHO TNz, MAT, IR ETOURT ¥ T AKRF:
IZBWT, EFEEMREL JD) 2L, 2 bk PRFOEBAMESL LU
HFFREGE Tt (LLM) 2852 TIUE L Tw b HRIE 7,
FT v - T AU OEZENI BT B EBOMM THEC Y I F—2fToTE 7,

B RoNOVHIEE, [H%E, B BHE. BRIz 0B EKE (the
Integral System of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and No-Repetition: SIVIRNR) | &
B 2 BB GRS LT, ARERPEMNEREAILF L TS5
720 WHOBFHIE L 72, LGBTIQD A4 & TR E < B 2 455 O M 1 =

Vb EBLTHRE, PR TROEIITONCO LIRS THL, o
E7IZB 2 RDGHFOERIIOVWT AR EEO N B2, U F



ANV MRS JOVETICSIF2EE. ERETFANTOER | 171

POVHEE, ) T B REMBE O O L OME RS E D IZOWTHE
Wz 7z €NiL600 /7 %2 5 ENMERZ E Lo & T5, ALK ET]
iz Lok 2o 72,

T ROVHIEFRIZ IR, 00T A A S ANANTT Y ETIZBI D55 OW
EHELTRFBINTBY, 20 bD52%IETNETH L, EAR L FM%HE
Y Loz, auy ETHITFHEFEEL LM 7O ADHPLTH 5
EEZDENIBY, FEEICBNTHOTY 2 ¥ ¥ —Ofma ) Ahiz,
RO O78— b TlE, HIFLSIVIRNR Offirs & HIIZ DWW TR L. &RE,
OB, HEE, FLUBE Lo, BRELODHDF— - TS MR Y
T7zo WHEOFFHD/S— P Tl HFHITEP L 2O HIW, HiEIZ oW THH %
Mz7ze 20k, WHEEaE L ETICBIT 2HAEDRE 4 R BHOMEE L
B OFEEY AT A L E AL CRSN) ZHEOMEEIIOVTHH L7,

HEHOREO/S— P T, Y FOOVHERRED L ICY 2 vV - PE) &
B&hied 270, MEEEZ TP T 2 EBEREHITIC BT 20 5 —
BEOT 70 —F ORI L FE A RAET 2 RN REE LW RICT
MEV) ZEICBT ABICHES A LT TV, A XY MRIFIR. Wil
Y —OREENERIND D, TOTEBFFHE I ED L) 2 b O M T 55
BRIz, WHIEY 2 v OB HENR 5 2 L OBEEICH T 2 B E 4 Hk
ARLTLZE 072, $4bb, LGBTIQ I I 2 =7 1 M Z 4T 5 LEM,
Fo, Z0aAI =T EREEFRIIHEFOMIH S TE2H T D ICHED
KREWEELERENZHMBL L) ETHIEOLEMLE V720 DIZONTO R
Thbo, SHIHFL, V¥V —RPELBRBRLLET L7200, F72, X
FEHIACPICRAR T HOY « v F — 1T R O—IRYER T 5 H % Bl
TH72OOHELLERHE LT, FEMICELTY 2 vy — O EEd 5 &
OF R R L 720

ANRY PORBETIE, WRPOSOEMET A Ad vy ¥ a X OOk
WA o7z SPRIRZE L ¥ = v ¥ —TF5e I BE 2 FE ORI & Y bIS . il T
SN2 PE Y 7 ICRERGER L, BRICL2HFLTO) b, K&
£ (intersectionality) XM ADIT%7) (agency) Loz ¥ v 7 250U LT
Shzze WEE. RENGT 70— FIELHA G ORBICHE A ET 2 2 L2506



172

| Gender and Sexuality vol.15

FLNELZLEML . ZEE (OWE) . 747 Y714 7 1 RLEAOERED
ToXDEEREINNT T —IZBZBTEESL LV EEZRL TS, L
o T ZHRERIIOZNZTNOFHNL > TORBOTIRE ZRET 5 Z & H%E
LD, MOEMIEHT 70 ALGEZFOIBEHTICET 20707,
U LT > B v gid, K e MM oM ORREEL S L, pEEIcL
TOMMET O ADOEEZ WA L7z FELBETL, Fy XA TITY - T
AN AP WOREZREZMZH L 52D UTHBESNIZEEIIOVWTHFENR
L7ze ANV EDPF Y YRNATEOSICHE BTSN WEICY 25 2 725
572,

[ao 7B 57, IERE P72 ] &, PHgEE Y= v 5 —
DEFEZ BRI 70 1 R & v o 7B IR R RS 5 Ol iR 7E -
7oo WL DL AN MEIBMEDT T - T A S O—EHOBURTEH
T7U—F L2, ERESNTELZEMIOVTEAZY | [ 2 R & 45
FELZZNTADICEE 572 F/20 FU PNV -2 T4 Vv HHEDL ) Y
ANEBWRATELIEIIRERIEE 570 EVIHDL, ltid, 13A1E5 0
O ET7NL AL THET, BRAIZEN SN TEHEROWEN 2 RIES 272
DIZH AT 2% S OPRIMEEHHEO— AL LT, BLYDOHEEORERE A
LHETLEE N7, 29 LTRABIR, Mi5E RO 720 D22 % 1F
LIZENTE, COZMEBL T, V¥ —OHEZFRBEIOHT A &
DEFEW BT DI EDREL oo 72e TOANY MIBIIL7ZETHO AL
WEEELZV,



