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AY2015 Rainbow Award for Gender Sexuality Studies (RAGSS) Recipient
Various Phases of BL/Yaoi Critique in Japan (Abstract)
Yuya HIGUCHI

The Rainbow Award for Gender Sexuality Studies (RAGSS) is a prize awarded
to superlative theses (B.A., M.A., or Ph.D.) in the field of gender and sexuality
studies. The prize was established by the founder of CGS, Professor Kazuko
Tanaka (retired in 2014).

Yuya Higuchi’s B.A. thesis, “The Various Phases of BL/Yaoi Critique in Japan”
was selected to be the very first recipient of the RAGSS award in AY2015. Studies
that focus on BL/Yaoi as a social phenomenon have a history of about 30 years,
however research that systematically organizes and criticizes (or that criticizes
the criticism of) the entire body of research from the perspective of gender and
sexuality studies is rare. Higuchi uses literary methodology and highly academic
language to illustrate the various phases of BL/Yayoi criticism. Below is an
abstract of the thesis.

Etsuko KATO (Editor-in-Chief)



