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Report: Open Lecture

Making new television programs: A director’s perspective
—The media and sexual minorities—

Wednesday, January, 18th, 2012

Report: Film Screening

Dialogues with Sexual Minorities through Film,
“Each Step as Myself”

Saturday, January 28th, 20122

Yuji KATO

Center for Gender Studies, Office Coordinator

In January of 2012, CGS held two video-production themed events: a
lecture and a movie viewing. The following is a summary of what
happened at the events, as written by the event coordinator.

Making New Television Programs: A Director’s Perspective
—The Media and Sexual Minorities—
Date: Wednesday, January 18th, 2012
Number of Participants: 70 people
Lecturer: Yuji IMAMURA (Director, NHK Osaka)

Dialogues with Sexual Minorities through Film

Film Screening: Each Step as Myself

Date: Saturday, January 28th, 2012

Number of Participants: 40 people

Lecturer: Akira SHIMADA (Movie Director, Representative of Rainbow
Action)

Yuji Imamura was invited to speak at the event on January 18th.
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Imamura has worked as a director of special features related to LGBT on
the NHK E Television program “Heart TV” as well as other related special
programs. Many students who wish to enter jobs in mass media and
those who do not usually come to listen to CGS lectures were in
attendance, possibly because the lecture was widely advertised
beforehand with a catchy title and had to do with the topic of media and
communications.

On the day of the event, Imamura gave his lecture with the use of clips
of his past films, as well as a handout entitled “What have you filmed (or
not filmed)? What did you want to convey (or not convey)?” Although
Imamura himself was not featured in the pictures, it was clearly
understandable that the interviewer/photographer was there along with
the person being interviewed and/or photographed. Both interact, their
discussion evincing an ingenuity that, for the listener, is both easy to
grasp and familiar. Further, Keiko, who was featured in “A Special on
Gays/Lesbians —Facing the Suicide of Lesbian Mothers and Family—,”
made an appearance at the conference. It was an experience which
served to underline how Imamura’s approach to filming does not end his
relationship with his subject after the interview has finished.

In the event on January 28th, a documentary entitled “Each Step as
Myself,” which focused on filming sexual minorities who met at the
Kansai Rainbow Parade in 2006, was shown, followed by a talk with the
director of the film. The director, Akira Shimada, has contributed to
Newsletter #007 with his blog handle, “akaboshi,” as well as participating
in many CGS events. However, this was the first event at which he gave a
talk as a teacher.

During his talk, he described in great detail the how and why of how
he came to make the film. The title, “Each Step as Myself," is taken from
something Aya Kuroda, a transgender person, said while the film was
being made. However, it also evokes the director’s progress up to the
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point at which this movie was made; it is, in a way, a result of the people
he met along the way and of his interactions with them. Moreover, even
though the creation of “Each Step as Myself” has finished, the filming is
still an ongoing project: the director is thinking of making a sequel. Just
like Mr. Imai, | felt that even after the making of a film has finished, the
relationships forged between director and those who were filmed will
continue.

Both of these presenters conducted interviews and filmed, edited
those films, and broadcasted them on TV or showed them in theaters. We
were then able to glimpse at how they carefully built relationships with
the subjects of said films. These relationships formed because the
directors were conscious of the fact that the subjects of their films would
be deeply affected by the filming. As a person who both researches and
takes part in activism, | think it is important to learn from their

approaches.
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Report: Co-hosted Open Lecture

Gender and Sexuality as International Human Rights Issues
Thurseday, May, 17th, 2012

Yuji KATO

Center for Gender Studies, Office Coordinator

On Thursday, May 17th, 2012, coinciding with the International Day
against Homophobia and Transphobia (IDAHO), we held a lecture event
entitled “Gender and Sexuality as International Human Rights Issues.” On
May 17th, 1990, the World Health Organization (WHO) announced the
removal of homosexuality from its International Classification of Diseases
(ICD) list. At the same time, IDAHO was established and action was taken
in various places around the world. This lecture was coordinated by the
author of this article as part of the continuing efforts of IDAHO, within
ICU campus. It was held in conjunction with the GE class “Gender in
Everyday Life” and the 130 students registered for this class made up part
of the audience for the lecture.

We invited Masaki Inaba, the Executive Director of Ugoku/Ugokasu
(GCAP Japan), and Africa Japan Forum (NGO) Global Health Program
Director, as our speaker. Inaba is a human rights activist who spent the
1990s and first half of the 2000s working as the Advocacy Program
Director for OCCUR, a group dedicated to gay and lesbian movements. On
this day of remembrance, we asked Inaba to re-examine "homophobia”
from the viewpoint of human rights, and to connect it to the anti-
homophobia activities of the audience members.

During his lecture, Inaba placed the most emphasis upon the fact that
conquering homophobia through social means requires someone,
whether it be the victimized party or a bystander, to speak out. Those
who hear those words must act, becoming a conscious minority. As basic
examples of homophobia that have occurred both in Japan and abroad,
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Inaba spoke of three cases: the case of University of Wyoming student
Matthew Shepard, who was tortured and murdered in Laramie,
Wyoming, USA in 1998; the case of David Kato, a Ugandan teacher and
LGBT activist, who was assaulted and murdered in his home in Uganda in
2011; and the Yume no Shima Park Incident, which took place in Koto-ku,
Tokyo, Japan, in which a 33 year old man was beaten and murdered in
2000. In each one of these cases, the victim was a gay man who was
assaulted and murdered because of his sexual orientation. Although
each society reflects its own belief system and way of life, homophobia
exists everywhere in the modern world; sometimes it appears as
shockingly violent cases like these, which call our attention to the
severity of the problem.

We received several comments from participants that they also would
have liked to have heard basic examples and introductions to
transphobia and lesbian phobia. In 2013, amongst the R-week events,
there will be opportunities to address various perspectives on
homophobia and transphobia. We hope to have an event specifically
focused on that theme.
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Report: Gender and Social Structure Co-hosted Open Lecture
Report on “The Possibilities of Basic Income: From a
Female/Student Viewpoint”

Thursday, 31st, May, 2012

Shingo HORI

Center for Gender Studies, Research Institute Assistant

On Thursday, May 31st, 2012, Kaori Katada (Associate Professor at
Saitama Prefectural University) was invited to give an open lecture
entitled “The Possibilities of Basic Income: From a Female/Student
Viewpoint,” which took place in Professor Kazuko Tanaka's class on
Gender and Social Structure. The audience included not only the
students who attended the course, but also students from other
universities and locals who shared an interest in the issue of Basic Income
(Bl). The lecture was welcomed with a lively atmosphere, which did not
subside even at the luncheon that followed afterwards.

But why BI? What is the point of grasping Bl from the female viewpoint
or a student’s viewpoint? As the coordinator of the lecture, I, Shingo Hori
(Graduate School of Waseda University, Assistant at Center for Gender
Studies), would like to present a brief report on the lecture and our
reasons for holding the event.

| have designed and managed several social movements concerning
the choice of career options by university students, especially regarding
the process of job hunting. The movement, which sprang from the sense
of incongruity | felt towards job hunting, resulted in discovery of many
issues, such as gender discrimination, an unnecessary acceleration of the
job hunting process, an emphasis on communication skills, inter-regional
discrepancies, discrepancies between universities, and so-called “black
businesses” (sweatshops). These issues are closely related to the change
in labor/industrial structure from Fordism to post-Fordism, or from
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meritocracy to post-meritocracy, and call for the reconsideration of the
very idea of labor itself. Personally, | feel it safe to say that the emergence
of the issue of Bl can be explained in the same vein.

The movement, however, faced problems with sexual discrimination.
In the year following the demonstration | had planned, cases of sexual
harassment were reported from within the movement, which was now
under different and new leadership. An intense dispute arose inside of
and outside of the movement, but the culture of the movement was
never essentially questioned. The movement is still going on, and is
currently in its third year with its third set of leaders. However, the events
that may occur in 2012 are still unclear.

The appearance of sexual harassment vividly indicated that the
discussion of job hunting or labor as a whole can never be regarded as
an issue that stands alone. To speak of gender/sexuality is not simply to
address a sub-level of labor issues. Stuart Hall once defined race as “the
state in which class may live in.” This could be applied to gender/
sexuality as well. One may not discuss labor issues without addressing
the fact that different conditions of labor are unequally allocated
depending on gender/sexuality. In other words, if the viewpoint of
gender/sexuality is neglected, significant aspects of the issue will be
colluded without recognizing the inequality, thus resulting in a
movement that would be identified as heterosexist and homosocial. As
far as labor is concerned, one must acquire a viewpoint that addresses
multiple issues, one which can criticize and make relative the viewpoints
of the majority.

Thinking about Bl is similar to the above argument in many ways.
Although BI could be defined simply as the unconditional, universalistic
public assistance for all individuals, the applications are numerous
depending on how the idea is managed and carried out. For example,
the Japan Restoration Party, led by Toru Hashimoto, the mayor of Osaka,
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incorporates the issue of Bl in its political ideology, and suggests the
building of “Nishinari Special Ward” in Osaka. However, its ideology
should be deemed neolibralistic. The JRP sees Bl as an asset to enter into
competition. Therefore, each individual is expected to produce more
profit on the foundation with which it is provided. Together with its idea
to decrease the amount, or to set limit on the period of receiving the
welfare, or even to supply welfare with actual articles rather than money,
it seems that Osaka is facing an overall subsumption of socio-economic
factors.

Some would argue that such a Bl theory or social design lacks the
perspective of gender/sexuality. Others would argue that it lacks the
perspective of disability studies, or that of ethnic studies. In any case, a
neoliberal Bl theory lacks the viewpoint of the minority. Bl, which is
essentially universal, can be adapted in both a positive and a negative
fashion. If Bl ignores the minority, it would only serve to reinforce the
malpractice within the society instead of producing alternative choices.

In consideration of the above, Katada's argument was very suggestive.
Using the findings from her studies on gender/sexuality, Katada chose
take the viewpoint of “female,” while she presented another viewpoint,
that of “student,” to the audience. Such methods could be truly powerful
in discussing Bl theory from the status of a minority. More than ever, Bl
should be discussed with the help of such power. It was with such
procedures and purpose that this lecture was planned.

| would like to report briefly on the content of the lecture as well (the
introduction to Bl by Katada as well as her discussion with the students
are available in the CGS Newsletter, Vol. 14). As | mentioned earlier, the
lecture presented Bl from the segmented viewpoints of student and
female.

In the context of the lecture, students are those who are forced to
perform unpaid labor. Although students of universities work to produce
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knowledge, they do not receive any compensation. Moreover, they are
often burdened with a large sum of student loans (not scholarships) to
repay. Here, the students are presented in the sense of a minority.

The point in Katada's argument is that nature of “minority” in the case
of students can be linked with that of women. As Italian Feminism has
clarified, female homemaking, or the labor of love, must be visualized
throughout as unpaid labor. Both students and women engage in unpaid
labor, and since their labor is continues to be unpaid, for them Bl can
only be acquired through demands. Therefore, Bl is nothing but a rightful
demand of share from the parties that were forced to become a minority.

When stated as such, the demand for Bl from the minorities may seem
to contradict itself. Bl centers on universalism. However, if the demand is
made from the side of the minority, wouldn’t that demand be deemed
individualistic/selective? How can a demand from the viewpoint of the
minority be a demand for universalism?

Here we see a structuralistic idea, or an idea that is similar to a social
model. Minority is not minority per se, but it is structured to be so by
society. Thus, the minority is always connected with the majority in
society. Moreover, the demand from the minority may not be answered
properly on an individual basis. Such demand incorporates the demand
for society to change in a way that it will not produce any minorities. The
fact that they are the minority makes their demand universal because it
asks society to change rather than allow it to change them.

This, in turn, means that any universalism that did not arise through a
minority should be carefully scrutinized. What kind of theoretical
procedure allowed such universalism? The procedure is perhaps what
made minorities minor; it is one of the defects in liberalism, such as
feminism, that has been repeatedly questioned from many different
viewpoints.

The meaning of BI, a universal theory, is defined through the existence
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of a minority. This paradox is, in fact, very rational. This is because what Bl
pays, or in other words, approves, by visualizing, is nothing but the state
of the lives of the minority, such as “female” and “student” among others.
At the same time, the society that structured the minority against the
majority will be reconstructed. “Why should we be small? It is the society
that ought to change.” Such is the message sent out by BI.

Societal change starts from the minute step of approving everyone's
live, including the seemingly insignificant ones, and certainly including
you and me. Discussing Bl is the same as making a performative
declaration about what society is ought to be. The possibilities of
demand and change are often doubted when the practicality of Bl is
discussed. However, it is essential in Bl that demand is based on the
foundation of unconditional approval of all lives. What kinds of lives were
approved of or disapproved of in the societies of the past? Therein lays
the framework of ontology and epistemology. Bl, a performative
declaration, is capable of jolting this framework, forcing us to question:
what sort of relationship should we create between the framework and
ourselves? Should we just continue to repeat within the existing
framework, or are we capable of shaking the framework through BI,
which protects everyone's lives? To quote Katada, it is our desire and
knowledge, in other words, our very existence that divide the two.ith our
achievements.
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Report: Co-hosted Workshop, Trafficking in Persons in Asia: What
have we achieved? What are the issues? Raised from the field
Kana TAKAMATSU

International Christian University

Presentations by:

Somaly MAM (Somaly Mam Foundation and AFESIP)
Yumiko TANAKA (Japan International Cooperation Agency)
Keisuke MOTOKI (Kamonohashi Project)

Somaly Mam, President of Somaly Mam Foundation and founder of
AFESIP, was invited for a conference held at ICU by the Japan Girard
Association. Through this opportunity, CGS co-hosted a workshop, the
purpose of which was to have an in-depth discussion about the
protection and the support of Trafficking-in-Persons (TIP) victims.

At the workshop, three invited speakers who have been working in the
field made presentations. Somaly presented the activities of Somaly
Mam Foundation and AFESIP. Her activities focus on women and
children, encouraging them and helping them to find the way to escape
TIP since the establishment of AFESIP in 1996. Moreover, her activities
include talks with parents who could potentially sell or have sold their
children in order to provide alternative opportunities to earn money
instead of selling their children.

Tanaka explained JICA’s approach to TIP as well as the on-going
projects in the Greater Mekong Sub-region. In Thailand, the so-called the
hub of TIP in Asia, JICA and its counterpart agency in the Thai
government cooperate on a policy to protect and prevent this problem
through strengthening the functions of central, municipal and local
multi-disciplinary TIP teams in order to provide effective protection
services. In Myanmar, since 2012, JICA has supported its counterpart
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agency in improving their capacity for recovery and reintegration
assistance for trafficked persons. In Vietnam, JICA supports the
establishment of an anti-trafficking-in-persons hotline.

Motoki, of Kamonohashi Project, focused on explaing Kamonohashi
Project’s efforts in Cambodia at this workshop; Kamonohashi project also
implements projects in India. They have two main pillars of the project in
Cambodia: one, to provide training of police officers for to increase the
capacity of the investigation and the coordination of stakeholders and
two, to operate a “community factory” in order to provide income
opportunities to high risk families such as low income households,
households with debt, and single mother households. Motoki indicated
the importance of challenges against pull factors and trying to affect
changes in sex culture, but he also mentioned that some minor sex
workers do not want to be rescued.

The following is a summary of the views exchanged and the opinions
from the participants and the floor. From the floor, someone asked why
some victims do not want to be rescued. In response to this point,
Somaly indicated both psychological and cultural factors. In Cambodia, a
woman'’s virginity is highly valued; thus, trafficked girls cannot respect
themselves, and they became extremely pessimistic. Furthermore, the
family of trafficked girls and the society surrounding them do not want
to have them come back. The reason is that being trafficked gives a bad
impression of their community, and it harms the life of the family
members of trafficked persons. Motoki also shared his experience in
India that one trafficked women did not want to be rescued since her
family had rejected her. Somaly emphasized the importance of knowing
the background situation and empower the women to understand their
own feelings.

A related point was raised in the audience that it is necessary to
distinguish between sex workers and victims of TIP, as well as to consider
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their relationships. If any actions are taken to decrease the demand for
sexual services, it impacts sex workers, forcing them to work harder to
keep enough clients to achieve the same income, and as a result, they
might suffer. In response, Somaly expressed her opinion that she is not
against sex workers, but there is a big difference between those who do
not have the freedom to choose and those choose to become sex
workers. Therefore, we need to encourage the victims to seek other
options.

When discussing the protection of TIP victims and preventative
measures against trafficking-in-persons, it is not easy to form a consensus
about how to deal with sex industry. That is why constructive debate is
necessary.
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Thinking about Recreating

—Recreating Relationships through Art—
Thursday, September 20th, 2012

Thinking about Relations
—Considering Date DV and Date Rape—
Friday, September, 21st, 2012

“Political Action begins with ‘Myself'”
Thursday, November 22nd, 2012

Yuji KATO

Center for Gender Studies, Office Coordinator

During the fall semester in 2012, CGS Research Assistant Shingo Hori
and myself coordinated three workshops in relation to R-Week. In
September, we planned open lectures as part of an “Awareness-Raising
Workshop Series.” These were an expansion on an event series held in
2011 entitled “Self-Awareness Workshop Series.” In November, we had a
half-closed lecture event for students who were participating in R-Week
Project and ICU LGBIT group “Sumposion,” and students who regularly
visit CGS. The summary of each workshop is as follows.

Awareness-Raising Workshop Series
“Thinking about Recreating —Recreating Relationships through Art—"
Jointly hosted Open Lecture with the class Approaches to Gender
Studies

Date: Thursday, September 20th, 2012

Number of Attendees: 100 people

Speaker: Mia NAKAMURA (Assistant Professor, Division of Music, Tokyo
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University of the Arts)

Nakamura discussed the role that art has played in AIDs activism since
1980 to the present from the perspective of “Memory Work.” She covered
topics such as Memorial Quilt, dumb type, and Living Together Project,
and her presentation made effective use of pictures and movies.

Awareness-Raising Workshop Series
Thinking about Relations —Considering Date DV and Date Rape—

Date: Friday, September 21st, 2012

Number of Attendees: 25 people

Speaker: Chika HYODO (Assistant Professor, Hirayama lkuo Volunteer
Center, Waseda University)

The Workshop began by defining Domestic Violence (DV) and Violence
in our own words. Then we watched a DVD video created by Waseda
University students to raise awareness about DV prevention, entitled,
“Because | always want to be with you: You and Me and Date DV.” After,
students discussed their own awareness of the problems and ways to
start increasing awareness about DV prevention.

Workshop “Political Action begins with ‘Myself'”

Date: Thursday, November 22nd, 2012

Number of Participants: 13 people

Speaker: Aya KAMIKAWA (Setagaya Ward Council Member)

The first half of the presentation concentrated on Kamikawa's political
activities up to the present: what problems she had found, and what
inroads she made into solving them. The second half of the workshop
was devoted to discussion with the participating students, addressing
the issues they have living at ICU, and thinking about what actions they
can take to ameliorate them.
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R-Week Project is an action project in the form of a series of events,
workshops and lectures held for students. It is directed and completely
backed by the CGS. These 3 workshops were designed in the hope that
each student who participated in R-Week events would be inspired to
take action in new ways. June 2013 marks the first planned R-Week
activities, and the success of these workshops has lead us to expect that
it will also be a great success.
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Report: Let’s Talk about Parenting on Campus #2
Coordinator: Natsumi IKOMA
International Christian University

We held our very first round table session, “Let’s Talk about Parenting
on Campus #1” at the end of January last year. After the event, CGS
submitted an urgent appeal to the university requesting childcare
support on campus. This appeal included the installation of facilities such
as diaper-changing tables, a nursing room, a nursery, and a maternity
leave system for students. As a result, diaper-changing tables and a
nursing room were installed; the changing table was set up on the
ground floor of Dialogue House in March, and the Nursing Room was
ready for use in September. They were small steps, | know, but compared
to nothing, they were great steps forward. We would like to thank all of
those who helped to make these installments possible.

Currently three persons (1 undergraduate student, 1 graduate student
and 1 teaching staff) are using the nursing room regularly. They have to
attend classes or teach, conduct research, or do TA work. They could not
have come to campus unless there was a nursing room provided for their
use. Thanks to the creation of the room and help from babysitters, they
are able to continue doing what they have to do and also continue to
breastfeed their babies. Regrettably, though, more publicity of the room
is sorely needed. There must be more potential users of the room, such
as part-time lecturers and students from overseas, but | am afraid
information has not been able to reach those who need to use the room.
I would like to see more people benefit from this wonderful facility.

Half a year has passed since the opening of the nursing room, and we
held our second round table discussion, “Let’s Talk about Parenting on
Campus #2.” Around 30 people attended and had active discussions
about what else we can and should do regarding childcare support on
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campus. The next few pages are dedicated to the writings produced for
this occasion. Here, | would like to introduce some of the opinions and
perspectives offered at the session.

-Many staff persons (both teaching and clerical) do not know that we
have a nursing room now. It should be more widely publicized.
Additionally, many think that it is for staff-members only. With an
increasing number of mature students and overseas students coming to
ICU, we have to educate ourselves that students, both undergraduate
and postgraduate, can and will use the nursing room and/or childcare
support facilities.

-The nursing room is of great help. But it is very inconvenient that it
has no water source, i.e. a sink. We are at a loss when we change diapers.

-Currently, friends or family members mostly look after the child of the
user in the nursing room. Is it not possible to formally organize a
volunteer babysitting service? However, it must be reasonably priced as
students cannot afford childcare support services off-campus.

-Is it not possible to connect Service Learning to a Volunteer Babysitting
Service? If it is, the students who participate as babysitters can also
benefit in the form of university credits.

-It is important that we think about students caring for the elderly and
the sick as well as babies. A Maternity/Care Leave system needs to be
introduced.

-A daycare nursery is necessary. Our university needs to, and is able to,
take the initiative to provide a multi-lingual approach to childcare. We
can provide students and researchers with valuable field experience.
Those who study Developmental Psychology can also greatly benefit.

-We also need to think about the short-term use of daycare facilities.
Cannot ICU Kindergarten offer some place for daycare services?

-The existence of small children on campus is very important from the
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perspective of education. Childcare and care for the elderly are
unavoidable in our lives, and must be considered from our student days.
Moreover, those who manage both study and childcare or research and
childcare become valuable role models. Many students are indifferent to
or ignorant of child-rearing, but if their friends are looking after small
children, they tend to get interested and start helping. My friends were
like that when | gave birth to my child.

We also received an opinion from the University side that they would
like to know how the nursing room is being used, and what the users
want etc. This information would be reflected in future policy-making.
Childcare support at ICU has just begun. If you have any ideas or
opinions, please get in touch with the Center for Gender Studies at ICU.
We will continue working to make better childcare support on campus a
reality. We appreciate your help and support.
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From 11th to 13th Meetings of the Tama Gender Education
Network 2013
April - December, 2013

Hosts: Etsuko KATO, Kazuko TANAKA, Center for Gender Studies (CGS), ICU;
Kimiko KIMOTO, Center for Gender Research and Social Sciences
(CGrass), Hitotsubashi University

The Tama Gender Education Network (hereafter “Network”) is an
association of fulltime and part-time teachers who teach gender-related
courses at universities in Tama district. The Network was launched in
November of 2010. The Japanese academic environment, which
discourages the institutionalization of gender studies, tends to cause
teachers of this academic area to be isolated from each other. The
Network’s goal is to support the teachers’ and empower them by
providing opportunities to share their experiences, teaching skills and
the many hardships they face. In order to enhance face-to-face
relationships, the Network started within the district of Tama.

In 2012, the Network held its 11th to 13th meetings, which included
guest lecturers who gave inspiring talks on sex education for university
(male) students, teaching about the “Comfort Women” in history courses,
and the impact of gender studies in British history.

For inquiries about the past and future meetings and membership,
please feel free to contact us at: tama.gender.education@gmail.com

Etsuko KATO (Network Executive)



