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2013 marks the 10th anniversary of the Center for Gender Studies’
establishment. On this occasion, we have decided to add a “special
contribution” column to this journal. We would like to receive
contributions on topics such as issues easily overlooked in gender-
security studies, challenging topics, and other current topics by leading
scholars whose bold research is conducted in a unique way.

Proponent of “Sexual Intelligence”: Yukihiro Murase

First-time contributor Murase Yukihiro (Executive Secretary of The
Council for Education and Study on Human Sexuality, Hitotsubashi
University) is a pioneer who drew associations between the terms

nou

“university,” “boys” and “sex education.” Murase strengthened the
domain of sex education in social sciences by profoundly exposing how
the commonly accepted ideas about sex education, which profess that
sex education informs about the mechanism of male and female body
and genitals, should be passed on before the end of high school and
requires only girls to properly study it, are outrageously undermining
and make violent the sexuality of the Japanese people.

Murase talks openly about how in his younger days, most of his
knowledge about sex was based on books of adult literature, and despite
being a teacher in the education department at a high school, he got
married knowing nothing about the female body and psyche. He was
perplexed at the difference between his understanding and his wife's
mentality and menstrual cycle, which caused him to do further research.
Therefore, without showing any leniency towards his former male self, he
asserts that the source of sexual knowledge of all Japanese males,
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irrespective of their academic background (including university
professors, policemen, judges who look into the matters of sexual crimes,
lawyers etc.), is either adult literature or videos. Moreover, through wide
topics such as female individuality, gender diversity, sexually transmitted
diseases, abortion, date rape, and marriage, he urges people to take
possession of “sexual intelligence.” In other words, he feels it is necessary
to gain critical, interdisciplinary and comprehensive wisdom (different
from knowledge) about sex. For the past twenty years, he has intrigued
and encouraged students of every sexual orientation and gender, and
persuaded them to consider their actions.

Murase’s lectures even instill the urge for retrospection in those
university teachers who have dedicated their whole life to research in the
field of gender studies. Hiding behind technical terms like “gender” and
“"sexuality,” haven't teachers tried to completely eliminate the act of “sex”
from classrooms and universities, refusing to a clash with its vivid nature
involving fondling, intercourse, pleasure, disgust, joy, and mental and
physical pain? Were teachers prepared to seriously face their students
and discuss this issue with them? Moreover, did he develop a rich
experience or profound contemplation of sex, irrespective of the fact
whether he adopted that lifestyle or not? In reality, in the April 2012
gathering of the Tama Gender Studies Network, the above reflective
questions were directed towards Murase by the participating teachers.
Murase was there to deliver the guest lecture, which also is the theme of
this paper.

As for whether sexual intelligence makes one a better teacher, the
potential of sex education and its promise of enrichment cannot be
measured. We cannot only allow the evolution of sex education; we must
be evolved by it. That is how we hope research in Gender and Sexuality
Studies will expand.
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The Possibility of Changes in Sexual Education
—Creating Connections between Sex and Gender Studies—
Yukihiro MURASE (Hitotsubashi University)

The theory of <Sex=Instinct> is still causing problems when
considering sexual education. Basically, by continuing to ask what kind
of instinct this is, it sustains procreation. However, there is no such
instinct. It is quite ordinary nowadays that there are people who decided
they do not want children, or people who cannot have children, or
people who will not have sex, or people who do not want to get married.
In fact, the reasons people choose to have sex, and with whom they
partner, and their reasons for doing so, differ depending on their way of
life and their ideas about life. Therefore, it is important to create our
understanding based on <Sex=Culture>. Further, it is necessary to learn
about sex apart from misunderstandings regarding sex, sexual
discrimination and stereotypes.

The goal of teaching about sex is to help people think about their
way of life and decide how they want sex to be. Within the realm of
teaching, three topics should be addressed: science, relationships
and diversity. Science allows us to learn about sex based on facts and
reality. For example, in order to understand birth control and how to
avoid pregnancy, we must understand female biorhythms. Additionally,
to understand gender identity disorder, we should learn about birth
and how life begins. Relationships give perspective, forcing people
to think deeply about how good and bad sex reflect good and bad
communication. The division between pleasurable sex and sexual
violence is also shared in this point of view. Diversity is inside all of us,
which means that erotic attraction is not formed in or based on whether
you are called a man or a woman. Diversity is a human condition. My
argument is based on these three perspectives.



