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The Second to Sixth Meetings of the Tama Gender Education Network
January 22 - March 7,2010

Hosts: Etsuko Kato, Kazuko Tanaka, Center for Genders Studies (CGS), ICU
Kimiko Kimoto, Center for Gender Research and Social Sciences (CGraSS), Hitotsubashi

University

The Tama Gender Education Network (hereafter “Network”) is an association of teachers,
fulltime or part-time teachers, of gender-related courses at universities in Tama district. The
Network held its first meeting in November 2010. In the Japanese academic environment,
which often discourages the institutionalization of gender-related courses to form a program
or a major, teachers course tend to be disconnected from each other. The Network launched to
link such teachers together to help their mutually empower them by sharing experiences,
teaching skills and hardship they are facing with.

As reported in the last issue, the Network started with those in the Tama district. In order to
create important face-to-face relationships, we felt that the fledgling program would do best if
the participants would easily travel to the network’s meetings.

In our first meeting at ICU last year, 18 participants brainstormed about the future direction
of the Network and possible themes for future meetings. Following that event, the Network

held five meetings in 2010:

The 2nd Meeting:
Date and Time: Friday, January 22nd, 18:00 - 20:00
Topic: How to teach introductory gender courses?
Speakers: Keiko Takeuchi (Seikei University) , Miho Morioka (Chuo University)
Place: ICU
Participants: 17

Two teachers from contractual environments. One teacher was from the department of
literature with more female than male students, and the other was from the department of
economics with more male than female students reported their practices and experiences with
introductory courses they taught. The reports had many suggestive remarks, including: “To

teach female students, the critical issue is how to encourage them to consider gender studies
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as their own issues,” and “Male students are not as prepared as female students for life's failures

and for integrating the so-called mainstream life.”

The 3rd Meeting:
Date and Time: Wednesday, March 9th, 16:00 - 18:00
Topic: Practices at the universities which hold institutionalized gender education
Speakers: Teruko Inoue (Wako University) , Etsuko Kato (ICU)
Place: Chuo University
Participants: 16

Wako University has had a Gender Studies Program since 1999. ICU has had the Center for
Gender Studies and the Program of Gender and Sexuality Studies (currently called Gender and
Sexuality Studies Major) since 2004. Representatives from these two relatively advanced,
gender-studies-friendly universities reported on the history of the institutionalization of gender

studies, as well as on current courses offered.

The 4th Meeting:
Date and Time: Thursday, July 1st, 18:00 - 20:00
Topic: How to launch a gender education program from "zero"
Speaker: Kimiko Kimoto (Hitotsubashi University)
Place: Hitotsubashi University
Participants: 11

The founder of the gender education program at Hitotsubashi University reported on the
process of faculty-based making of the program. The program,which was launched in 2007,
started with a “movement from below,” but gradually gained financial aids from the university.
Many important tips were presented including, “Compensate the lack of the office with physical
evidences, including making printings at each event.” The report made an excellent creation
model for the creation of gender studies programs for the universities where gender education

has not yet been passionately discussed.

The 5th Meeting:
Date and Time: Monday, September 27th, 19:00 - 21:00

Topic: Practices and critical issues of part-time lecturers
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Speakers: Mana Yamaya (Tokyo Jogakkan College) , Midori Saito (Hitotsubashi University)
Place: ICU
Participants: 10

Two part-time lecturers, one from a women's university, the other from a male-dominant
university, reported on their experiences and the impressions of students. They tated that
“female students are gradually losing hope for the future (in terms of women’s self-
enpowerment)”, and that “Male students are regarding feminism as a product of the past.”
Statistical facts on gender bias amongst part-time lectures was also presented; female part-
time lecturers account for three times the number of their male counter parts at national and

other public universities.

The 6th Meeting:
Date and Time: Wednesday, December 1st, 19:00 - 21:00
Topic: Reports on “Gender and Politics” course and the problem of domestic science education
at high school
Speaker: Morihio Hiro'oka (Chuo University)
Place: Chuo University
Participants: 15

The presenter, a university teacher and a devotee to local NPO activities, reported on the
course he was teaching to enhance students' sense of practicality. He pointed out the issue of
how to help male students, who consisted 70% of his class enrollment, consider housekeeping
and child-rearing as a man'’s work. The result of a questionnaire on domestic science education
at high school was also reported, in which the majority of respondents was proved to be against

the decrease of the teaching hours of the subject.

The 7th Meeting:

Date and Time:Monday, March 7th, 16:00 - 18:00

Topic: Reports on Gender Studies Program at Tsuru Bunka University and the Course "Gender
Studies"

Speaker: Junko Mitsuhashi (Tsuru University of Humanities)

Place: ICU
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Each meeting consists of a presentation segment and a discussion segment. After some
discussion, the Network decided the meeting format should be as follows: 1) In order to
encourage candied opinion changes; we will not take minutes. 2) Handouts for absentees will
be sent only in hard copy, and only upon request; 3) Middle- or long-term schedules are
discussed at every other meeting; 4) Fulltime teachers and part-time teachers will make

presentations alternatively.

Although many of its practices are still in the trial stages, the Network hopes to improve both
its content and its form in order to increase participation and to offer a moment of further

empowerment for participants.

Etsuko Kato,
CGS Director





