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="’Sex Education Bashing in Japan

All of a sudden, a councilor brings a citizen’ s protest against a
paticular incident of ‘outrageous sex education’ into the national
parliament or a local government assembly. Then, he or she draws a
reply such as ‘undesirable” from the chair. At the same time, some
newspaper posts an article presenting the case as ‘terrible’ without
verifying the facts. The Board of Education swiftly moves to keep the
issue under its control. Such 'co-ordinated’ attacks on sex education
began in 2002 and have continued until the present day.

Repeating words such as ‘radical’ or ‘excessive’ imprints only a
sense of crisis in the public consciousness, but there is no discussion
regarding just what it is that is so radical or excessive — about the
use of a doll with reproductive organs as a teaching aid or teaching
children names such as penis or vagina, for example. Terms like penis
and vagina have disappeared from elementary school textbooks,
and ‘sexual intercourse’ has been replaced by ‘sexual contact’ in
middle schools. So just what is children’ s sexual reality? Teenagers
are especially subject to various sexual problems such as sexual
harassment via cell phones or the internet, the spread of Chlamydia
and other venereal infections, and unexpected pregnancies. They
are caused not only by adults but also the ignorance of teenagers
themselves. That is why accurate ‘life and health education” from
a young age and ‘human rights and coexistence education’ after
early adolescence are required.
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However, proponents of the backlash movement insist that this
situation has been brought about by radical sexual education, and
children should therefore be taught ‘continence’, rather than given
empowerment. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science,
and Technology seems to be complying with this opinion -this is
fundamentally similar to the reactionary sexual morality education
of the Bush administration.

Sex is the deepest and most fixated theme in people’s
consciousness. Nevertheless, against the international background
of the late twentieth century, sex and gender education has started
to challenge this deep-rooted consciousness. Today’ s bashing is an
arises from those who feel threatened by these changes and try to
prevent it by inciting people” s anxiety and fear.

We do not have any official powers or authority. However, we are
unwavering in our determination to fight for an education system
which places value on life, sex, and human rights for the happiness
of children and humanity. We wish to work towards achieving this
difficult but rewarding goal through active engagement and debate
with not only those in the field of education but also medicine and
welfare, as well as parents, guardians and citizens.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Yukihiro MURASE, Representative,
The Council for Education and Study on Human Sexuality
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{’Feature: Feminism

The Women'’ s Studies Association of Japan

The Women’ s Studies Association of Japan held its Spring
meeting at Dawn Center in Osaka on June 10th and 11th, 2006. On
June 10, a panel discussion entitled “Violence, Trauma and Gender:
Hope from Feminism in Resistance to Violence” was held with three
panelists: Naoko Miyachi (Hitotsubashi University), Aiko Ogoshi
(Kinki University) and Ryoko Kimura (Osaka University).

The first presenter, Miyachi, spoke about issues of trauma,
violence and gender from her experience as a psychiatrist for
victims of sexual assault and domestic violence .

The second presenter, Ogoshi, is a researcher of Western
philosophy, and secretary general of the Association for Research
on the Impact of War and Military Bases on Women’s Human
Rights. She argued that feminism has changed its direction from
problematizing sexism to resisting and dismantling the structural
violence that constructs gender dichotomy.

The final presenter was Kimura, a researcher of educational
sociology as well as co-author and editor of Gender Free Trouble
which analyzes the recent backlash in Japan. She reminded us
that school education institutionalizes the gender divide and, as
seen in the gendered class-roster that places boys first, various
practices at school have in fact been a “hidden curriculum’ of
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sexual discrimination. She warned that the current ‘gender-free
bashing’ threatens the steady efforts and achievements until now
in furthering the acceptance of diverse sexualities and of various
forms of family.

The purpose of the panel discussion itself was ambitious and
timely considering the current escalation of various forms of
violence in many parts of the world. The original intention appeared
to first analyze trauma, which is often understood only within a
framework of individual experience, from a gender perspective,
and then to proceed to a structural analysis of violence. Feminist
pedagogy, then, can be discussed as a potential resistance to
structural violence. However, the discussion did not fully succeed
in presenting a common understanding of violence, which, as
described by Ida, the moderator, has many varieties and layers. A
more detailed discussion and debate of violence itself is required in
future. This symposium perhaps marks the beginning of a long-term
endeavor by feminism to bring about fundamental change in this
violence-ridden world in which we now live.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/
Kozue AKIBAYASHI

Associate Professor, Ritsumeikan University
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When | Met Feminism

In 2002, | attended a meeting on the “Vagina Monologues”
organized for the Chinese women’ s studies seminar held in
Guangzhou. Exposed to the private part of the female body which
was shown, thought of, and spoken about, | was deeply impressed
and felt some of my opinions changing slowly. Upon returning to
my university, | found myself talking about my new ideas seriously.
This seminar had a significant impact upon me: it opened the door
for me to feminism. The process that one follows from one’ s initial
encounter with feminism to acceptance develops gradually. What
has helped me most of all is argument. Through the process of
argument, | believe, feminism is becoming more persuasive and
convincing for my friends and for me.

Feminism presents a useful perspective for analyzing society.
Reflecting upon personal experiences from a feminist’ s point of
view, therefore, could be a good way to understand the existing
social structure. Born in southern China, my birth was regrettably
not good news because | was the second girl and my parents
couldn't have any more children according to the governmental
policy. My father was disappointed because he longed for a boy.
Thus, from early childhood, | have been made to feel the effects of
the gender gap. What is more, this is not merely a personal tragedy.

EREEHAE Y 1 At 2——1—XAL 42— 0065
CGS Newsletter 006 International Christian University, Tokyo

BREH5. ADOMEIFRKICE>THEYVRWZ1—XT
3GED 0T, RIFEZF T HRHIBERICK > TE=FIED
SIFBEHIEREH DI, EENTEADICTKHENT
FRELZDFTHo T EITRUFKREL D, ZDK DI,
EHPDENS Y TV —IEENE ST RELTRBRE
EONTEDEL, LHALKVEELGRT LiE. ZORED
MDEANGERICE EES5HWVEVND T ETHSB, NI,
FAEVWG LI EDUREE D BHBUORBREDIEH S,

TJIZZX & RIS, BLEOFETMA %R
SR L AFEIRRICE DN AL DR D=8 ICRILN.
REOHRY AT LATREEERNGEVALICKEEZEZ S
AEETDTH S,

thidmir, FEDILRMAMLERAICH BZXLHBEMERL
VR—DRT U TAT ARy TILIE o, FlEtEr2—DF
BAELTC. YIvEA— A/ VT a. BEREVWDSTEIR
ILDBRIMEHEDE DT WEPDVLZDFEE - KBRZHEE
BHGHRBEADNTEE D >TWLWBDIREVWS T EAHER
Lice LOLEIRRC, Z<OLENREDRE T, TOH#L
WIKRRICH B A SR L TWA T EEHH oz, Db,
LU E—DAZY TIeBIE ZDE S BELFREDPLEHE.
Z LA EEEOE L LHFEDOHEEZELTWVS
DTH %,

Bbhulc, TOMRZERL, VAT HH LV AEEES
ACNET T I ZRALITESH LI, 7T ZXA MORSA
Do RNE. BIEY AT LADOREERRNTFEEZEZDTHDIR
DIZWREINZ. OUEVDEYDFE>TWS, 7T ZXA
DRDANEEEZ T, TNDSEFCHEEEZ [T B
2 EELCTWA,

£ -->http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/mt/cgs/c_/006/
JtRETEAE. HEFPT | M

It is surely a reflection of the male dominance in our society. Being
feminist means, therefore, to struggle for the equal status of men
and women, to fight for the rights of the disadvantaged, and to give
voice to those who cannot survive in the current social system.

As a volunteer staff member working at the Multicultural
Education Research Center at Beijing Normal University in China,
I have discovered that many elements---gender, minority, class--—-
are interlaced into a complex social system which arrest the
development of women and girls. At the same time, however, | have
also found that many women are struggling against this difficult
situation. My team at the center encourages female students and
teachers as well as ourselves to face challenges.

In conclusion, | wish to express my appreciation for feminism
which has provided me with a new way to perceive and recognize
this world. From the feminist’ s point of view, I think individuals have
an endless drive for changing the unfairness and inequality in the
current system. | believe that feminism has changed my life and that
it will continue to influence my future.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Ling LIN
Graduate Student, Beijing Normal University
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Ms. Kanako Otsuiji

=”News from CGS

Towards a Society that Celebrates Diversity

On May 23, 2006, Osaka councilor Kanako Otsuji gave a lecture
at ICU entitled “Towards a Society that Celebrates Diversity.” Otsuiji
talked about the personal experiences which led to her publicly
coming out as a lesbian last year. | particularly empathized with
what Otsuiji said about her early fears of what would happen if she
allowed herself to recognize the feelings she felt inside. Even after
she admitted to her feelings, there was still the issue of not using her
real name in the lesbian community. Realizing that this was not a
problem of the individual, but of society, She came to question this
social apathy and became interested in politics.

The significance of ‘coming out’ was brought home to when the
participants all declared their real names and sexuality in their self-
introductions at the post-lecture tea party. It was a significant step
for me personally, because until then | had hardly ever given my
full name in gay clubs or bars. The heterosexuals in the group also
announced their sexuality. | felt that this represented a significant
challenge to the commonly held view in society of ‘coming out’ as
something only for minorities to do.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Eiji TAKETATSU
Undergraduate Student, Toyo University
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REPORT: Junko Mitsuhashi Lecture

Ms. Junko Mitsuhashi gave a guest lecture, entitled ‘Sexuality in
Transgenderism’, for the course “Approaches to Gender Studies”
on May 8, 2006. She is an outspoken transvestite and a researcher
in gender social history. The talk focused on the transvestite
community in Shinjuku and prompted us to rethink our ideas on
transgenderism.

Hearing of the existence of so-called ‘male lovers of
transvestites’ surprised me. The sexual orientation of transvestites
is also diverse. For example, there are those who are sexually and
romantically attracted to women, despite the fact that they actually
have sexual relationships with men. For such people, it is natural to
identify themselves with their chosen sexual object.

The sexual norm which is taken for granted in society today
applies to only a limited set of people and excludes others. The
validity and implications of the norm must therefore be reassessed.
The existence of transgenders such as Ms Mitsuhashi, who lives the
life of a man and that of a ‘woman’, helps to liberate us from the
cryptic tether of gendered social codes.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/
Aiko IMAGAWA
Undergraduate student, ICU
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REPORT: Christianity and Sexual Minorities

The CGS guest speaker in March, lesbian pastor Rev. Yuri Horie,
has been engaged in issues of homosexuality, both within and
outside the church. She warned that the church could indeed
create hotbeds of homophobia. One factor that forms homophobia
is the mind-set that reduces one’ s coming-out, a manifestation
of one’ s identity, to merely ‘a confession of sexual conduct.’
Thus, sexual minorities are victimized, as they are perceived only
from the viewpoint of sexuality, never as individuals who are as
comprehensive and complicated as heterosexuals. What the church
really needs is hands-on, on-the-spot theology which welcomes
everyone regardless of their sexuality, not a series of heterosexual
and male chauvinistic theological debates that ignore the cries of
individuals. Consequently, Rev. Horie proposed that the church
should shift its traditional paradigm from “how the church sees
homosexuals’ to “how homosexuals see the church.” In order
for sexual minorities to ‘claim back their voices,” she introduced
the multiple interpretations advocated by queer biblical reading,
to replace the so-called ‘verbal inspiration of the Bible,” mainly
adopted by Christian fundamentalists. Yet, biblical interpretations
are always subject to time constraints, and are inevitably influenced
by the viewpoint of an interpreter. Then, how do we come to
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Rev. Yuri orie

terms with this ambiguity? How do we bring our deeds into line
with our faith? Pondering on these questions that Rev. Horie
provoked in me, | became keenly aware that the church is urgently
pressed to deconstruct and reorganize itself. Rev. Horie, however,
specifically avoided any comments that would represent the
whole homosexual community. In terms of the deeply ingrained
values of heterosexualism and male chauvinism in our society,
Rev. Horie referred to the position of herself and other lesbians as
‘lesbian invisibility,” doubly deprived of power not only because
of their sexuality but also their gender. It is precisely because of this
invisibility that lesbians in the church find themselves in even more
desperate straits. In Japanese society, which implicitly expects its
citizens to be ‘male’ and ‘heterosexual,” what Adrienne Rich calls
the ‘lesbian existence’ is alienated from both of the categories, an
identity torn between the axes of gender and sexuality. As Rev. Horie
insisted in her lectures, the church, which blesses only heterosexual
couples for the sake of lifelong monogamy and reproduction, is
even more firmly closed to lesbians than our society is.
full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/
Yuko INOUE
CGS staff member
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=”News from Japan

REPORT: Symposium on Gender

The Minato City Gender Equality Promotion Center held a
“Symposium on Gender” on March 25, 2006. What particularly
struck me was the self-criticism apparent in many of the debates,
such as the diversity of arguments within feminist circles concerning
the ‘gender-free’ (gender equality) movement which resulted
in the slow response to gender bashing, and the ambiguity of
terminology which has been targeted by the backlashers.

However, | feel that despite the validity of such criticism, the
emergence of a backlash is due not only to our own inadequacies
but also to the social background. The symposium made me realize
the need to consider this issue in more detail. Studying Gender and
Sexuality from the perspective of Men’ s studies, | am interested
in the backlash mentality, which, according to one recent feminist
critique, stems from the powerful illusion of “masculinity’, that
is, the underlying desire for masculinity by those men who feel
inadequate in their own masculinity. In my opinion, this critique
presents a possible strategy that academia can adopt and develop
to counter the current reactionary climate.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Ryo KAWAGUCHI
Undergraduate Student, ICU
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REPORT: Rainbow Talk 2006

Rainbow Talk 2006, “Same-sex Couples: Lifestyle and Legal
" was held at Tokyo’ s Gakushuin University on March 5,
2006. The first part involved lectures outlining the legal position

Issues,

of ‘marriage’ and the legal possibilities for same-sex marriages or
partnerships. The second part consisted of a panel discussion on
the need for accompanying legal support . As the panel members
consisted of a gay, a lesbian, an MtF-lesbian, and an FtM-gay, the
discussion incorporated diverse perspectives.

I thought that the symposium was well-structured, but, to be
frank, | also have a number of criticisms. | learned of the inequality
and disadvantages suffered by those who do not fit into the current
marriage system, yet | could not see any hope for resolution or
direction for the future. Of course, the fact that such a symposium
was held at all has great significance. However, that is precisely why
| felt that the debates could have been more lively, and that the
participants could have discussed the actual nature of legal support
they needed and how they could go about achieving it.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/
Kazuyoshi KAWASAKA
Graduate Student, ICU



2006, 2 : 7227 WA/ VT4 4NV F

2006 FE. HAZHTEZ K DAY ARSI Nz, F
DBMLIEEREOANY FERLIC. 2006 FEEDE V> 1
TIW A/ VT AARY bDLR—FZEEELTEL,

7B LEEICEEINE 1S EERERL AT V&1
BREIER CRICHIRICE S TeDIE, 797 M) T4 32—
B TEMEINET7 AR TFUABRAL 2o RELX
E7 VHBRDEARBTESRHBOVGEVEAT. LIXET
VOBRBEEOMHMAERERIT CELREAILICKLZEES
OEE [FTUAB»A] & LRET7 VEHROICEL DY
9227V RA/ ) T4 ZBRDOFCERARERZ. 5
EIDOMEILICELTEEZLD TUABRAL 77 VDR
ALtEWS, 77 VDENEESRTZAR I7)AB»
Al DEBCIIBRA T EIE. RATE > TERIDRE H1%5R
Lotz

7 BTAIE. FIBEDOEFEFER—IV ANX—X - Al
WC. ©o2a7Ib A/ )71k B7— MERDER
% Rainbow Arts 7th Exhibition 2006 A EfEE Nz, AE
Tld. BERZD 41 ZOERHBML. 450 BE &R
LIcBrasiEof, FESEMS TIERERE S LTEM
Lieh BOERBTBEREZCDALICETESS5T L
DTE, BYESIBEBONCOBRTRIF. BEELLT
BIMLTERINETITEARTR IR L KVFENEA
NV h&xEote,

ZLT8AICKEK. ERLAET7 > - 51/ L— K 2006
(TLGP2006) H\BEfEEE N Tz, 2005 FE(C TOKYO Pride =&
KE LT 3FERY OEFEERZ LI TLGP f2hN 2 F&@f5iiD
FfEEINZ 2BV E o fc, CGS TIFERHAL Y ZERZ Y
THHDEEY . NL— FOEEPEERLMRT S5
LY., FEEY TLGP2006 AR/ T Ly A
EEBET AL EDER/EER.ELDTZH— FEAEL.

REPORT: Sexual Minority Events, Summer 2006

There were many sexual minority events held in Tokyo in the
summer of 2006.

The 15th Tokyo International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival was
held in early July. | was particularly struck by the animated version
of Plica Chan, screened as part of a special series on ‘Asian Women
Creators.” This four-part comic by Saya Amamiya gave a subtle
insight into the daily life of lesbians in Japan. In a country where
there is still little space for lesbian self-expression, Plica Chan was a
highly popular work which empowered not only lesbians but many
other sexual minorities. For me, personally, it was a heartwarming
experience to attend this screening of Plica Chan engulfed by the
voices of its fans.

In mid-July, ‘Rainbow Arts 7th Exhibition 2006, an art exhibition
by sexual minorities, was held in Shinjuku. In previous years | had
been merely a spectator, but this year | participated for the first time
as one of the exhibitors. It was therefore a highly stimulating and
enjoyable event for me as | had the opportunity to show my work of
self-expression and to talk about it with many people.

In August, there was the Tokyo Gay and Lesbian Parade 2006
(TLGP2006). CGS student staff members had actively prepared for
this event since the spring term, organizing a reading group that
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focused on the parade and collecting funds to advertise in the TLGP
2006 official brochure. It rained hard just before the parade began,
and after the long time | had witnessed my own partner’ s efforts
as one of the organizers, the sight of the clearing sky sparked a
joyful moment of empathy between us. As one of 2292 participants,
cheered on by 1500 spectators and well-wishers, | will never forget
marching through the main streets of Shibuya and Harajuku.
alongside my colleagues from CGS and the sexual minorities
network ‘Rainbow College.” The after-party, the Rainbow festival in
Shinjuku 2-chome, reinforced the significance of the parade as the
outcome of the collective feelings and efforts of many.

However, there are still a number of problems that remain to be
addressed - this great sexual minority event in Tokyo did not receive
much media attention, was subject to some police intervention and
was largely made up of male gays. It is hoped that the parade will
continue to be considered in terms of its important role of creating
better links between sexual minorities and society, as well as within
the sexual minority community itself.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/
Yuji KATO
Graduate Student, ICU
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=”Women and Labor

Women's Labor in Japan and Asia

Started in Japan, many young women migrated from rural areas
to work in the big cities since the 50s. Most of them were working
in harsh working condition. Many women workers joined the trade
unions to fight for their rights. After five decades, Japan is already an
economic giant in Asia but the situation of women workers did not
improve much. The Japanese women workers groups only started
to have education on labor organizing recently.

To me, it sounds ironic as the labor movement used to be very
strong during the 60s and the women activists had exported their
struggling experience since the 70s. With fifty years experience,
the situation must be improved much and the women workers
organizing must be very mature now. What went wrong in the
last two decades? In the past ten years, the neo-liberal policy has
pushed for labor market restructuring in Japan. The trade unions
have been challenged by a loss of serious membership. If the trade
unions remain in their passive position and do not reach out to
women, young and migrant workers, the trade unions will become
irrelevant to the civil society very soon.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Mabel AU

a former CAW Coordinator
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The Situation of Working Women in Japan

In 1995, | established Women’ s Union Tokyo, a women’s
labour union for individual membership. This was also a year of
great change in the Japanese employment sector, marked by
the Japan Federation of Employers’ Associations’ “ ‘Japanese-
style management’ for the new generation.” This was a corporate
manoeuvre to increase the number of workers on fixed-term
contracts. According to those behind this strategy, “labour is a
commodity.” Consequently, the number of female workers in
denormalized employment now exceeds 70%.

Although the percentage of child-care leave grants is said to be
showing signs of improvement, in actuality, over 70% of women are
pressured to resign from their jobs within a year of giving birth. The
problem of the declining birthrate will not be relieved as long as
corporations continue to consider the employment of women to be
a high-cost undertaking. Women are now working as many hours
as men, and death from overwork is no longer restricted to men. If a
society cannot ensure the rights of its workers, it is rotting away as a
whole.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter006/

Midori ITO
Executive Committee Member, Women's Union Tokyo



