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="’Journal Launch: Genader and Sexuality

The inaugural issue of the CGS journal, Gender and Sexuality,
is set to be launched in December. Now approaching its second
anniversary, the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) was initially
established at ICU in 2004 with the following three objectives: 1) to
create networks among researchers and activists throughout Asia;
2) to build a vital hub from which to disseminate information from
Japan to the world; and 3) to develop and promote gender research
across a wide variety of disciplines including the natural sciences. The
annual publication of Gender and Sexuality will form the focal point of
our activities in the fulfilment of these aims.

The journal will be comprised of two parts - the first section
will consist of empirical research and theoretical studies of gender
and sexuality; the second section will relay information from
the field, including case studies by activists as well as reports on
gender-related activities in Japan and abroad. CGS shirks elitism
and endeavours to serve as a bridge between theory and practice,
researchers and activists. We are committed to this goal in all our
activities, as illustrated at our first International Workshop last year,
"Human Security and Gender in Asia." Sharing real-life experiences
with people, and using this as a base upon which to exercise our
intellectual powers, makes it possible to build a truly meaningful
theoretical framework. Moreoever, the applicability of our theories
must also be tested in the field. Gender and Sexuality is designed to
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bring together researchers and activists for
theoretical and practical collaboration, and
to disseminate information from Japan
and Asia to the world. It is our hope that
this journal will become an innovative,
dynamic forum for challenging existing
concepts and stimulating lively debate.

The language of the journal is Japanese
or English. The preparatory issue, vol.
00, consists of the proceedings of the
2004 CGS International Workshop, "Human Security and Gender in
Asia," and can be viewed online: (http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/pdf/
journal00.pdf)

Calls for papers for the upcoming inaugural issue, vol.1, have
closed. The deadline for applications for the next publication, vol. 2,
is scheduled for the end of September. Further details are available
online: (http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/pdf/guideline.pdf)

We eagerly await your submissions. After publication of the
journal, all papers will be posted in PDF format on the CGS website.

Gender and Sexuality 01

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0510012e.html
CGS Director: Kazuko Tanaka
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FEATURE: 2005 International Workshop

The second CGS International Workshop was held at ICU in the
lingering heat of the Japanese summer from September 16 to 18.
This year's sub-theme was “Gender Representation in Asia". We
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welcomed scholars and activists from all over Japan and many
other Asian countries, including China, South Korea, the Phillipines,
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, and India.

The workshop was designed to explore the issue of gender
representation from a variety of perspectives. Apart from academic
discussions, the three-day programme also included an innovative
"Forum Theatre" with audience involvement, as well as film
screenings featuring talks and panel discussions with the directors.
CGS actively encouraged student participation and endeavoured
to make the accessible to everyone, not just academics. Our "Asian
Film Showcase" of five films made in China, Korea and Vietnam,
particularly attracted public interest and was attended by an
audience of over 200 people, many of whom were members of the
general public from neighbouring areas.

The reports and discussions revealed how rapid economic
development in Asian countries has led to a conflict between old
and new values. People in Asia are in a state of limbo between
traditional cultural/ religious values and the materialistic values of
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modern hedonistic society. The so-called gender-free bashing in
contemporary Japan can be seen as one example of this wavering
of values. It is under such conditions that women artists throughout
Asia are engaged in a struggle for fair expression and are creating
an all-new value system. The workshop highlighted the common
problems we share, which are so often camouflaged by differences
in our history and culture.

Another goal of this workshop was to create a network of
Asian gender researchers. Gender studies in each Asian country has
their own particular concerns. Yet, in terms of interaction, we have
all generally tended to look to the West rather than to each other.
This workshop made us realize how little we know of our Asian
neighbours. It also paved the way for the creation of a new kind
of networking system by showing us the potential of information
exchange and co-operation. We look forward to building on the
relations established with the participants of the workshop in the
near future.

We would like to thank all of you who helped to make the
workshop a success. CGS will continue to plan new and interesting
ways to attract people from all walks of life to gender issues. We
truly appreciate your continuing support.

full text-—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510002e.html
2005 International Workshop Coordinator: Natusmi lkoma
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Ueno Lecture

REPORT: Professor Ueno's Lecture

In her lecture at ICU on May 27, 2005, Professor Chizuko Ueno
(University of Tokyo) spoke of the hidden trap behind the neo-liberal
concept of self-determination. If everything is viewed as a result of
self-determination or self-responsibility under the principle of the
survival of the fittest, then as long as competition exists between
people, the gap between those who can and cannot remain in the
race will continue to widen. Moreover, the competition itself is set
up to be disadvantageous to particular people (here, specifically
women). This trap is spread throughout society. So, what can we do
about it? Prof. Ueno quoted the words of an invalid who requires
“I need the help of others to survive. So please help
me. But does that mean that | have to do as you say? | will still make
my own decisions.”

I’ ve often been unable to ask for help, even when | needed it,
probably due to my unfounded belief in self- reliance. | realized that

24-hour care:

despite my antipathy, | had in fact, deep down, been a slave to the
neo-liberal self-determination and self-responsibility.
The content of the lecture can be viewed online: (http://subsite.
icu.ac,jp/cgs/article/0510013e.html)
full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac,jp/cgs/article/0510003e.html
ICU graduate student: Naomi Suzuki
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REPORT : Dr. Yamauchi's Lecture

On June 6, 2005, | attended a lecture on Gender Identity Disorder
(GID), a condition in which a person's self-awareness of gender, or
'gender identity, conflicts with their anatomical sex. The speaker was
Dr. Toshio Yamauchi, President of Saitama Medical School and a man
who has significantly contributed to GID treatment in Japan.

Dr. Yamauchi explained the genesis of GID and traced its history in
Japan to the current situation today. He then discussed the concept of
gender itself and how working with GID patients has shown him that,
contrary to the traditional male/ female dichotomy, gender can in fact
take on many diverse manifestations.

The definition of GID as a medical disorder, as well as its social
recognition, certainly marks a significant step forward for GID
sufferers. Yet, the concept of GID and its treatment in the medical
world and in society are both fundamentally based on the simplistic
view that a person's anatomical sex, gender identity, and gender role
should fit into either part of the male/ female dichotomy. We must
look beyond the problem of GID and consider the complexities of the
issues involved if we are to develop a social environment which truly
recognizes and respects the diversity of gender.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0508004e.html
ICU student: Sho Tsushima
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=”News from Japan

The Tokyo International L&G Film Festival

The 14th Tokyo International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival was
held at the Aoyama Spiral Hall from July 14 to 17, 2005. | arrived
for the Sunday session to find the lobby packed full with mainly
young people in their 20s or 30s. | also noticed many lesbian
couples waiting hand-in-hand, no doubt since the short films dealt
with lesbian themes. Foreign faces in the crowd and the bilingual
announcements gave the event an international feel.

There was a feverish excitement in the air with many stalls in the
lobby selling books geared toward a Queer readership, fund-raisers
collecting for the upcoming 2005 Tokyo Lesbian & Gay Parade, and
HIV-prevention campaigners handing out free condoms. There
were people distributing leaflets advertising gay and lesbian sex
shops and selling a variety of sex toys. Sex was certainly out in the
open. Yet, the general atmosphere of the event was more lively than
indecent or questionable.

After leaving the hall, which had been so brightly decorated with
rainbow-coloured goods and posters and alive with the talk and
laughter of an audience so open about their sexuality, the streets
outside seemed to pale in comparison.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510004e.html
ICU student: Genki Futami
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Women's Studies Association of Japan

The annual convention of the Women's Studies Association
of Japan (June 11-12, 2005) opened with a symposium at
Yokohama National University on "Feminism and War - Women
advancing from the home front to the battle line?!"

The panelists and co-ordinator were young, energetic
researchers and participants were mainly WSAJ members from
a range of fields. Reports detailed the current reality of women
directly involved in war and military activities. Once present
only on the home front (with the exception of 'comfort women'
and nurses), women have now 'advanced' to the battle lines as
soldiers on an equal footing with men, forcing us to consider the
implications of their participation in organized state violence.

The lively debate which ensued focused on questions from
a gender perspective regarding the necessity of state force for
the protection of its citizens (particularly the issue of police
intervention in domestic violence cases) as opposed to that
which is exercised for national security. In my opinion, the two
issues are on an entirely different footing, but | also felt that both
need to be addressed with equal consideration.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510006e.html
ICU student: Ikumi Kaneko
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2005 Tokyo Lesbian & Gay Parade

On August 13, | participated in the 2005 Tokyo Lesbian and
Gay Parade. | attended symposiums on HIV and ageing, and then
marched the city streets alongside people of different sexualities
- gay, lesbian, and transgender.

The reactions of the spectators we encountered on our way
varied, but participating in the parade was a most rewarding
experience for me. It taught me how meaningful a parade can
be, through marching the streets together and disseminating
one's opinions in the form of slogans. | also experienced
firsthand the feeling of empowerment which a parade like this
can give its participants.

In Japan today, gays and lesbians still tend to be regarded as
an alien species. There are many issues to be addressed, such
as their recent treatment in the media which has given rise to
misrepresentations and misconceptions. Through writing and
dialogue, | hope to help inform the public and increase better
understanding of sexual minorites in Japan.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510005e.html
Keio University student: Yoshie Yamashita
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Ms. Otusji

Osaka Politician Comes Out

Osaka councilor Kanako Otsuji became the first politician in
Japan to publicly announce her homosexuality with the release
of her book "Coming Out" in August 2005. This had great impact
on the Japanese Queer community, which has long been ignored
in the political sphere.

Admirably, Otsuji is not just talk. She marched the streets of
Shibuya in the 2005 Tokyo Lesbian and Gay Parade, appealing
for the rights of sexual minorities. At the October session of the
Osaka prefectural assembly, she raised the issue of equal visiting
rights and information disclosure for gay and lesbian partners
of hospital patients. She also pushed for the rights of gay and
lesbian couples to public housing, forcing the Osaka Prefectural
Housing Corporation to revise their regulations by 2006, making
it the first public policy in Japanese history to explicitly protect
the rights of gay and lesbian couples.

Like other sexual minorities, Otsuji has suffered the pain of
discrimination herself. Moreover, she risks her career to speak
out for others. Her steady achievements in the face of adversity
continue to empower sexual minorities throughout the nation.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510007e.html
ICU student : Yudai Shimizu
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=”News from Asia

The Kobe Congress & The Queer Conference

In July 2005, | attended two international events pertaining

to the themes of gender and sexuality - the 7th International
Congress on AIDS in Asia and the Pacific held in Kobe, Japan (The
Kobe Congress, July 1-5) and the 1st International Conference
of Asian Queer Studies held in Bangkok, Thailand (The Queer
Conference, July 7-9).

The five-day Kobe Congress was the second AIDS convention
to be held in Japan following the Yokohama Congress in 1994.
The uniqueness of this event lay in its concerted attempt to give
voice to a diverse range of people, by bringing together the so-
called "Seven Sisters" in Asia, organizations which represent
different groups concerned with AIDS: drug users (Asia Harm
Reduction Network, AHRN); sex workers (Asia-Pacific Network
of Sex Workers, APNSW); health personnel and researchers
(the Asian Society of AIDS Pursuers, ASAP); AIDS patients
and sufferers (AIDS Patients and HIV Positive Network, APN+);
migrant workers (Co-ordination of Action Research on AIDS and
Mobility, CARAM-Asia); sexual minorities (Asia Pacific Network
of Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals and Transgenders, AP-Rainbow);
and AIDS-related NGOs (Asian Pacific Council of AIDS Service
Organizations, APCASO). There were over 4,000 participants from
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Japan and abroad.

The Queer Conference had around 600 participants. It
was a dynamic event with many research reports, a festive
opening reception, and optional tours. Despite the scheduling
inconvenience of being sandwiched between the Kobe Congress
and other international events, | felt that it was an extremely
rewarding three-day experience, being the first academic
conference on sexuality in the Asia-Pacific region.

The two events made me aware of the need for countries in
the Asia-Pacific to develop their own network for co-operation
and research. It also highlighted the importance of appreciating
differences within the region. At the Kobe Congress, the
executive director of a human rights organization and HIV/
AIDS prevention group in Nepal, Sunil Babil Pant, appealed
for fundamental reform to prevent daily police violence
against sex workers and sexual minorities. There are also less
visible institutional problems to be addressed. In the age of
globalization, there is a growing need to build a strong co-
operative network of NPO's and researchers in the Asia-Pacific
region. These two congresses played a vital role by providing an
opportunity for the sharing of experiences and perspectives.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510008e.html
Tokyo Metropolitan University graduate student: Mai Ogawara
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Women's Worlds 2005

Women's Worlds 2005 was held from June 19-25 at Ewha Woman's
University in Seoul, Korea. There were over 2,300 participants. It was the
ninth meeting of this international congress and the first in Asia since its
inception in Israel in 1981. Three CGS professors reported on last year's
International Workshop and discussed future research perspectives at a
session entitled "The Future of Women's Network in Asia: Academia and
Beyond". Eight ICU students also attended the conference.

Each day, participants assembled for a morning plenary session
before breaking up for a varied programme of sub-sessions which
included academic presentations and reports, film screenings,
theatrical, music and dance performances, and workshops. The overall
response was positive, despite some voices of concern about the
commercialization of women's studies implied by the substantial
company sponsorship and the fashion show at the farewell party.

For those of us who participated, it is now time to consider our future
direction in light of the issues raised this year, so that we can prepare
for the next conference which is scheduled for 2008 in Madrid, Spain.
Reports by participating students can be viewed online:

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510009e.html
ICU graduate student: Ryo Hirano
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FILM REVIEW: Wed(ding Gifts

The film Wedding Gifts was screened at ICU's "Asian Film Showcase"
on September 18, 2005. Director Jung Hwa Lee studied at graduate
school in Korea and then worked as a TV scriptwriter. She currently
lives in Korea with her husband, an ethnic Korean from Japan. Her
film explores the politics of gender distinctions in the Japanese
subconscious through the seemingly everyday phenomenon of
matching teacups for couples. Why is the larger cup for the man and
the smaller one for the woman? | realized that women in particular
accept gender distinctions under the mistaken assumption that
they are a part of tradition. Paired teacups may appear to have a
long history, but in fact only took root in the 1970s. This reflects the
gap between consciousness and reality - how we neatly package
things under the label of tradition when they don't fit into our logic.
The film illustrates how women unconsciously accept their own
inferior position in the male/ female hierarchy. In reality, the concept
of gender equality is merely an ideal and women seem to believe
that they must comply with the role assigned to their sex. We must
continue to confront the sexual discrimination which can underlie
even the most trifling everyday phenomena.

full text—> http:/subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510010e.html
ICU student: Yoko Toyama
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Gender and the Legal Establishment

Gender Law is still a young academic discipline and the Japan
Association of Gender and Law was only recently founded in
December 2003. Gender Law courses have been incorporated
into curriculums of the Graduate Law Schools started as part of
the national judicial system reforms in 2004.

As a graduate law student myself, | feel that Gender Law
education in the system is still grossly inadequate. Only 18 of
the 74 law schools in Japan offer Gender Law courses, and even
students there have little awareness regarding gender issues. The
number of registrants for gender-related subjects is low because
these courses are not compulsory and also because Gender Law
is not within the scope of the National Bar Examination. In fact,
neither professors nor students see the necessity for Gender Law
in their future legal career. Reforming gender education and
the law school system with a focus on mainstreaming gender
would correspondingly help to overcome the gender bias in the
Japanese legal system and legal profession .

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0509001e.html
Meiji University Law School student: Katsuya Natori
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Debate over Tourism and the Sex Industry

The editors recently received an email from a long-term
resident of the Phillipines, Mr. Takeo Kobayashi, regarding
the article ‘“Tourism and the Sex Industry in Thailand and the
Philippines’ (CGS Newsletter, vol. 3, April 2005). The article was
written by ICU graduate Aiko Yoshinari after a three-week stay in
both countries. Before moving to the Phillipines, Mr. Kobayashi
worked as a manager in a Filipino night club and as an agent for
Filipino entertainers in Japan. He claims that the article creates a
negative image of the country by giving the impression that the
sex industry flourishes nationwide based on examples which are
in fact limited to a specific area. The ensuing debate mediated
by the editors, has proven to be very fruitful. While Ms. Yoshinari
focuses on the economic exploitation inherent in the way the sex
industry is built into the Third World travel industry, Mr. Kobayashi
speaks from the viewpoint of a resident in the country. Full
transcripts of their debate will be available on our website.

CGS welcomes any comments or criticisms regarding the
articles published on CGS Online. We eagerly await your
feedback.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0510011e.html
CGS Editorial Committee



