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= PGSS Starts Spring 2005

The Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies (PGSS) at ICU will
startin the Spring Term of 2005. As a liberal arts university, ICU has
always emphasized the importance of an interdisciplinary
approach to study and research, with the flexible integration of
methodology and analytical skills from a wide array of disciplines.
So far ICU has established interdisciplinary programs in Asian
Studies, Japanese Studies, and American Studies. PGSS will be
unique in that it will involve all of ICU's six divisions, including the
Division of Natural Science.

Like the other interdisciplinary programs at ICU, the PGSS
curriculum will be composed of Foundation Courses, Area Majors,
Elective Courses, and Senior Thesis. In the Foundation Courses,
students will first gain essential skills for the study of gender and
sexuality by learning core concepts, theory, and methodology
from various disciplines. They can then take Area Major and
Elective courses from different divisions according to their own
individual research interests.

Not only is such an interdisciplinary approach essential for any
research in gender today, there is also a growing need for a
gender perspective in every academic discipline. Take for
example my own research, in the Division of Languages, which
focuses on “Language in Migrant Communities.” Large-scale
movements of populations are a characteristic of this present
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age. Population shift inevitably leads to language contact. In the
world of the 21st century, it is the rare person who has never
experienced some form of language contact in their lifetime.
When there is contact between two or more different language
systems -within individuals or groups- the systems mutually
influence each other, resulting in language change. In the study
of the multi-faceted aspects of language use and change, a
gender perspective is essential. Gender and sexuality are closely
inter-linked with various aspects of our everyday life, including
language use. Furthermore, future studies in language change
from a gender perspective will require a broad range of research
skills and knowledge regarding aspects such as history, culture,
economy, society, and the human body, from the Humanities,
Social Science, and Natural Science.

We therefore look forward to the beginning of the PGSS next
year. CGS will continue to strongly encourage and support ICU
students who are interested in the interdisciplinary study of
gender and sexuality.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0410006e.html
Hibiya, Junko

Member of CGS Steering Committee

ICU Division of Languages
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= News from CGS

CGS Inaugural Lecture by Ms. Fukushima

On May 7th, a lecture titled “Marriage, Family and Gender” was
held to celebrate the opening of CGS. The lecturer, Ms.
Fukushima, Mizuho, has been actively involved in women’s issues
since her lawyer days, and is now a member of the House of
Councilors and the leader of the Social Democratic Party.

The lecture made me think about the true meaning of “a
society in which the diversity of individual way of life is
appreciated”. Through Ms. Fukushima's discussion of the right to
choose or refuse marriage, | realized the importance of not
allowing one particular way of life to be considered the most
‘natural’ as this inevitably leads to the marginalization of, and
discrimination against, other ways of life.

The biggest shock for me was the realization that | am myself
responsible for perpetuating these images of a‘natural’ way of
life. Ms. Fukushima’s lecture made me discover prejudices
residing deep within me. | think that discovering and facing such
preconceptions and prejudices within myself is the first step
which | can take to help foster a society which truly appreciates
diversity.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac,jp/cgs/article/0408005e.html
ICU Student: Kaneko, lkumi
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Come and Join the CGS Book Club'!

The CGS Book Club was started in April this year as an initiative
of the newly-established CGS. It is a reading group run by
students which is open to anyone interested in gender and
sexuality. So far, our members have included professors,
undergraduates, and graduate students from different
disciplines. Our debates are always lively and the atmosphere is
fun and laid back. This term we have 20 members and we're
reading Judith Butler’s Gender Trouble. Come and join us!

full text--> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0410008e.html
CGS Assistant: Asakura, Chikaho

Report on Ms. Claudia Derichs’ Lecture

Mes. Claudia Derichs, an assistant professor of the University of
Duisburg in Germany and a member of the research project
“Dynasties and Female Political Top Leaders in Asia’, delivered a
lecture titled “Comparative studies of female politicians in Asia”
on May 12th at ICU.

In the lecture, Ms.Derichs posed the question “why are there
many female top political leaders in Asia?” and discussed the
similarity of twelve female leaders, in that their fathers or
husbands were either assassinated or imprisoned and therefore

N
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they performed the role of a victim when they started their
political career. Also, when some of them gained political power,
it was their female image, the elements of motherhood and the
image of a caring person, which appealed to people.

Though the lecture was very interesting and easy to
understand, | thought that there were two questionable points.
Firstly, the researchers chose only those who are from dynasties
to investigate; they did not include female leaders who built their
career on their own. Secondly, their findings and analysis were
not included in the lecture because this project is still ongoing. |
hope to hear the final report when the project is finished.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408006e.html
ICU Student: Odake, Akane

Report: Ms. Takazato’s Mini Lecture on Okinawa

On May 19th, Ms. Takazato, Suzuyo delivered a guest lecture at
ICU. She is a member of the Naha City Council and a co-leader of
“The Women's Citizen Group against the U.S. Military Bases and
Troops”. Ms. Takazato spoke about the past and present situation
of Okinawa, purely from her own perspective as an Okinawan.

Her lecture opened my eyes to the psychological distance and
gap between the ‘mainland’ as opposed to ‘Okinawa’ At first
glance, it may seem that there is a growing awareness of Okinawa
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within Japan in recent times. However, this awareness may in fact
stem from the treatment of Okinawa as an ‘other’ The sense of
guilt felt by many ‘mainland’ people when they talk of the history
or the present situation of Okinawa, as well as the image of
‘Okinawa’as a tourist resort, may be symbolic of how ‘Okinawa’is
severed from the ‘mainland. Underlying this is the apathy of the
mainland toward the sufferings of Okinawa. The fundamental
basis of Okinawa’s problems lies in its dual otherness, distanced
from both the‘mainland’and the U.S.
full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408007e.html
ICU Student: Kawasaka, Kazuyoshi

CGS International Workshop 2004, Coming Soon

The First International Workshop organized by CGS is coming
soon! For three days, from Nov. 26-28, thirteen researchers from
nine regions and nations - Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand - will
gather and discuss the theme “Human Security and Gender in
Asia”.

The proceedings of the workshop will be published on the
web and in booklet form at the beginning of March, 2005.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0410009e.html
ICU Division of International Studies: Tanaka, Kazuko
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= News from Japan

Overview of the Backlash in Japan

As we enter the 21st century, the backlash in Japan against the
feminism movement and gender policies which incorporate their
claims has become rapidly widespread.

At the end of the 20th century, the conservative and
nationalistic people in Japan strongly pushed for history
textbooks written by historical revisionists to be used in public
education. When this attempt failed, their attention turned to
gender issues. The nationalistic historical revisionists were strongly
criticized by feminists such as Matsui, Yayori concerning the issue
of “comfort”women. Such criticism hurt their sense of nationalistic
pride and instigated a powerful backlash against feminism.

The Japanese government currently follows the U.S. in carrying
out neo-liberal policies. This neo-liberalism clashes with
nationalism, familism and traditionalism, which the backlash is
based on. However, the relationship between the two sides is far
from simple, as the Koizumi administration promoting
neo-liberalism has been backed up by the Mori faction which
takes the most right winged position in the Liberal Democratic
Party.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0408009e.html
Kanto Gakuin University: Hosoya, Makoto
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Revised Anti-DV Law to be enforced in Dec.

The Law for the Prevention of Spousal Violation and the
Protection of Victims was amended in May 2004 and will be
enforced in December. Although a great deal of progress has
been made, there still exist problems such as (1) the protected
target of the Protection Orders are limited to those of who have
experienced physical violence, and excludes the victims of
psychological, emotional, sexual, and financial abuse, (2) the
clarity of the details of the support project for victims' economic
independence, (3) the lack of support for child-protection and
child rearing, and (4) the limitation of the target of protection to
victims in marital relations, thereby excluding sexual minorities
and unmarried couples. | think that it is necessary to consider the
problem of domestic violence from the perspective of gender
and in its wider social context, taking into account related issues
concerning family and social welfare.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.acjp/cgs/article/0408010e.html
ICU Student: Shimizu, Yudai

Feminist Economics Forum in Japan

In succession to the establishment of the Japan Association for
Gender and Law last year, the Feminist Economics Forum in

Y



SBMET. BOERE. ERHITHONI
VURITLDTRIE BEFEIVI VAT B, £
NZNOMEFZ LORB TGO 2Teh. ZEDECERE
PIDZATAZAINCEHD>TWBEDTHY . HICEDE
ML) DEALT MCEBRNERE - HROELEDENDT
WBZEERLCETE2EDTHo I, FITRIRBFETADEEE
& TT7HREIVIVEA—BRERIANREET IV FRE
BR) ZEZXLTO. FEANODARAZTRTEDTHY.
ZE AT SNy ol
TIZZAMERFZOEREAFIBETZIEHIEERS, BE
FOREBRICI I VA —DEI[AZIMI ANS T TIEEL
ML) ORERZEIFR DTS, BEANICHIEREEZLNETN
AHTEZFEO TV,
2% --> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408001j.html
AIRALRRZFARERERR | BAE

AhEETAEFRECHELEES KRR

2004 £ 6 B 12 HE 13 H
DOmH. BREEEFET TR
THFRORRDFEEINT,
SEIOAREDEEIE. EPY
HPEZETADOERFEE 18
BOTIZIZXLAERIFHL

WSAJ Conference 2004 T THOERS,

1970 ERDT— V) TEBDKIEICIIDO T DI,
75 F£.Z=AARDSEEE L. 4 EBDAFT OABCRETRDR.
REFBALTLEGO>TVBEL, ZORIHBUOLEFERT
O%&BEIKEWVND DT BMEBDFEREFELRICERL TV,
FERED S D) TEEDE— RO OLZHLTLE>TzD
HEWVSEEMIE. BZEKAERRTRERE D) 7 EBICEDD
TWEATRTORICERT Do ITGEVGL, HEF
TZE>TWDIE. BADRETIEEGHSDE - DR

Japan was established. Its inaugural symposium was held at
Housei University on April 17th. It was just as | had expected- the
audience hall was packed and all the reports and debates were
conducted with great enthusiasm.

The main theme of the symposium was “Engendering
Economics. The content of each report was not at all easy to
understand, however all were related to women’s working
conditions and even to my own life style. In other words, it was
something that gave me a sense of how | myself am directly
related to international socio-economic changes. The approach
towards Feminist Economics has just begun. What | long for is not
only the inclusion of ‘a viewpoint from the field of gender studies’
to the existing economics, but the emergence of a fundamentally
new economics that would theorize‘my’ experience.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408001e.html
Osaka Women's University: Hori, Kumi

Key-note Speech by Ms. Tanaka, Mitsu @ WSAJ

On the 12th and 13th of June, | was in Tottori to attend the
conference of the Women's Studies Association of Japan(WSAJ)
for the first time. The biggest attraction of this conference was Ms.
Tanaka, Mitsu, the guest speaker of the symposium and THE
leading figure of the Women's Liberation Movement in Japan in
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the seventies. To one question from the audience, Ms. Tanaka

replied that it is important to express one’s own feelings in one’s

own words, “The world is there for you. So you should act in

whatever way is comfortable for you” This message, | felt,
reached out to feminists of every generation.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0410004e.html

ICU Division of Humanities: lkoma, Natsumi

Column#2: Men Decrease the Birth Rate

In July 2004, the Japanese birth rate was reported to hit a low
of 1.29. The decreasing birth rate in Japan in the past ten years is
often blamed on young working women today. However, it is
men, namely the‘husbands’ who should be considered the chief
culprits. They are not only incapable of sharing household duties
with their wives, but also lack basic living skills. Since they require
‘looking after’ by women, it can be argued that they are not full
members of society but, rather, belong with ‘children’ in the
category of ‘social dependents. Such men are the major
disincentive for women to have children. Thus, unless there is an
increase in the number of ‘socially independent’ men, there is not
much hope for an improvement in the birth rate.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac,jp/cgs/article/0408003e.html
ICU Division of International Studies: Kato, Etsuko
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The Dowry System and Women in India

In spite of modernization and women’s increasing role in all
walks of life, the practice of the dowry in India is becoming
widespread, and the value of dowries is increasing. If a bride’s
family fails to pay the amount of dowry demanded by the
prospective groom’s family, the bride will be cruelly treated by
the in-laws, and in many cases will be burnt to death.

The girls should stand up against this system with all their
might because the dowry system is responsible for the
degradation of women in India. Instead of having their parents
chasing after the men of higher status, the women themselves
should raise their own status, so that the men run to them,
begging the women to marry them.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408008e.html
ICU Institute of Asian Cultural Studies: Kamayani Singh

Different Masculinities in Korea and Japan

"If you don't contribute to the country by joining the army,
you're not a man." | was shocked to hear this from my Korean
friend's mother because | had been in South Korea for a few
months and had been noticing many similarities between Korea
and Japan. The concept of what makes a 'man’ is certainly
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RIGBIRTERILETHEREL, BADTADELNGEVLEREL
feEFElL. ANFBERDT A THBHTLZEH D, FhlEEhLhNTHh
SEAREMESEELCTW e, ZLTERZ [EF] [THH
DR GFEECTIEGEVDERETLSICE>T FlEHE
POV TRELGEDHZMB LT DT, RIKS
ZHE—ICEOLIFHRZZIFAN. FHABDBEEICDOL
TEZBRLTWKFRIFZLTWRNER, MIENEBAL
BEETERFITHE S, IBWVFREARHEROHRTEATR
BEENMFEZITTVBONMNTDOWNT, EFINERLERD,

23 --> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0410005j.html
VIRVKFZ LRV Yy F )OS/

different in the two countries, perhaps because Korea has an
army whereas Japan only has a self-defense force. The strongly
maintained tradition of Confucianism in Korea may also be an
important factor. Do | myself lack masculinity? And why is it that |
feel something isn't right when | am not recognized as a 'man”?
My ten-month stay as a male exchange student to a Korean
women's university was therefore a valuable experience which
prompted me to reflect on the idea of masculinity in Japan.
full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0408004e.html
ICU Student: Nakajima, Satoshi

“Being... Gay” E-mail from the Philippines

Being gay is simply not a Gender Identity Disorder, as | so
would love to believe. Being one is not chosen. You know you
are gay when you feel like one. | began to experience the
austerity and the callousness of life when | labeled myself as
something special, close to being abnormal. The family must
stand as the main ingredient of one’s personal refinement and
must be first in the queue of accepting the child. It is appropriate
for them to be informed of their future hurdles at the right age
when they can fully understand things logically.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0410005e.html
Silliman University: Paul Rich J. Romano
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